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C:> WHILST this Volume was In the prefs, the labors 
and purfults of the excellent Author were arretted by deathr 
He died June 20th, 1798, in the midft of ufefulnefs and pub- 
lic eftimation. The friends to literature, to religion, and to 
their country, will long deplore the lofs of fuch a man. In 
reference to his eftimable hiftorical writings, we may juftly 
apply to liim the eulogy addrelFed to an eminent Italian, who 
wrote a Hiftory of Verona, in the fixteenth century : 

Qurc prlus excidcrant, qux vix monumenta manebant, 
Rcftitiiis patrloe tot monumenta tux. 
^ • Per te gefta virum, per te patet urbis origo, 

Ut patrlx dici jam mereare pater ; 
Marmora, longa dies, rabies et barbara perdet, 
At non uUa tuum vis abolebit opus. 

The whole of this Volume was prepared for the prefs by 
the Author, excepting the Index, which, having been prom- 
ifed in the Propofals, has been furnilhed by another hand. 

With a view to the execution of his original plan of com- 
piling and publifhing a complete American Biography^ Dr. 
Belknap had procured and partially arranged a valuable col- 
lection of materials.' t Some of his colleCliOns were left in fuch* 
a ftate of preparation, that they might be readily fitted for 
the prefs, if the public opinion ihould countenance the publi- 
cation, and the tendernefs of his friends to his literary reputa- 
tion fliould fufFer them to prefent to the world, any unfinifhed 
produdlion bearing the faniftion of his name. 
Bofton, Jlug. 2othy 1798. 

PROPOSALS have been iffued for publifhing by fubfcrlp- 
tion, Tivo Volumss of Dr. Belknap's Sermons. Thofe who 
may be difpofed to encourage the work, and may not have 
feen the Propofals, may become Subfcribers, by applying to 
any of the Bookfellers in Bofton. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



V ARIOUS caufes, uncontrolUUe by human po««r« 

have concurred to retard the compiUtipn and publicatkii 

of this Second Volume. A Third is in fpme degree of for* 

vard^eis. 

In Vol. I. page $6f it is faid that GoTemor Wentwortl| 

of Nova-Scotia I^d employed a proper perfbU) to (eatcH 

for any veftige pr trstdition, vrbich volf^ remaun, of tlie. 

ancient Colony: pf Biroh, in the ifland of Newfoondlaiid* 

The places wl^lch -^erei ppinted out as moft likely have 

been explored. The refult is, .t^iat ** x\o( a reftige or tradi* 

lion reniains of any IndianSj but thit Micmacs amd Efiioi- 

r 
inaux. VdPy few of the former are ieei^ Of the l«tteri» 

fome vifit die ifland <>ccsuQona%» p>x a ihort time> and xe* 

turn to the contixiei^ti "^^c. is no appearance of gnq^. 

YineSf or of any thing that could be miftaken for them.*-^ 

The iiM|mryi however hopelefi, wijl be continnedt w^ 

there may be opportuxdty ; and the ref^It, if any> will ^ 

^mmunicated. 

fpSTOM, June x, 179^ 
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Viil tNTRODVCrtON* 

« 

they could hold them lo&g enough to msJ&e 
their fortunes* The e^sample of Cojlumbus' 
might have ferved as a prepedent, who had 
the office of Admiral of the Weft-Indies, not 
Only for Ufe^ but as an iliheritancd to his pof^ 
ierity* 
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XVJ, Sir TOOMAS SMITH. 

lof tius geatleiD^,i?, th^ he was a London 
Wierchant, of ^e^t. wealth and influeacej 
Governor of the Eaft-Indip, ajid Mufcovy 
Companies, ano. Qf the Company aflbciated 
for the difcovery of the north-weft paflage j 
that ho had been fent (1604). Anipffadoi; 
ifrom King James, to th^ Emperoc of Rufija ; 
that h6 was ofle of the Affignees of Sir Wat; 
ter Ralegh's patent, and thus h««ame inteiy 
efted i^ the Coipny of VirginU. He had 
been Treafure^ of the Company, under thdr 
firfl Chattel:, and prefided in all the meet- 
ings of dU CouncU 4nd of the.Compaiiy ift 
kngland j- but he neVtr came to AmericiL ■ 

B it 
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It is unfortuniate- for thd memory of Stf 
Thomas Smith, that both the Company and 
Colony of '^ South: Vtrginia were diftradted 
by a malevoleht. party fpirit ; and, that he 
was equally an. objedl of reproach on the 
one hand, and of panegyric on the other. 
To decide on the merit or demerit of his 
charaftef, at this diftaiic'e of time, would 
perhaps require more evidence than can be 
produced ; but candour is due to the dead^ 
as well as to the living. 

' He WaiS a' Warm friend of Captain John 
Smith, who in his account of Virginia, fpeaks 
of him with refpe'dt,* a;s a diligent and careful 
overfeer, ' efpecially ill leiiiftng fupplies to 
the Colony, during his refidence there ; anc(^ 
after his return to England, he depended ori 
Sir Thomas and the Council, for thofe ac- 
counts of theColony which he "has inferted 
in his hiftory, ■ fiitfequent to that period 

Iti a dedication prefixed to a narrative of 
fhe Ihipwreck of Sir George Somers on the 
ifland of Bermuda,* Sit Thomas is com- 
J)limentted in the f6llowing manner : *' Wor- 

* This narrative was written by Sylvefer Jordan, one 
of the paflcngers. The dedication was' -by another pcr- 
fon« who fubfcribes it with the.ifiitials- W. C. It wa^ 
printed with the black Engliih letter^ 1613. 
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thj Sir, if other men were like you, if all 
as able as you, were as willing, we ihbuld 
foon fee • a flbuiifhin^ C}iriftian Church and 
Commonwealth in Virginia. But let tJila 
be your confolation j there is one that is 
more able and' more willing than you, even 
the God of heaven and earth, Arid know 
further, for your comfort, that though the 
burthen lie on you and a few more, yet , 
are there many honourable and worthy men 
of all forts who will never fhrink from yoiu 
Go on, : therefore, with courage and con- 
ftancy ; and, be affured that though by your 
honourable embaflages and employments, 
and by your charitable arid virtuous courfes, 
you have gairied a worthy reputation in this 
world, yet nothing that you ever did or 
fuffered, more honours you in the eyes of 
all that are godly-wife, than your faithfi|l 
and unwearied profecution, your continual 
arid comfortable affiftance cf tljofe foreign 
plantations/* i 

But though flattered and compUmented 

by his admirers, yet he had enemies both 

among the Company in England, and the 

Colonifts in Virginia. By fome of his af- 

. (Ij^iates, he was accufed of fevouring the 

growth 
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growth of tobacco in ihe Colonic, to tlji^ 
negleiSk of pl(her i3:apie xromtnodkies, i^db 
the country wa$ ^ually cipafek of i>rodu+ 
cjEbg« It was alfo eikgied^ . that mft^d, of a 
body of kw8 agreeable to thciEnglifli Gon* 
ftitutipn, a bopk had beon prl&ated and ded^ 
icated Jtbliim, and tfeqit! to Virginia by his 
own authority V afl4 wi^out the^ orf^ 
Cppfent of the Companyv opntaining *f J^aws 
written in blobd f'. which^ though they might 
ijbrve for a ' time of war^ ibeing mqftly tranf^ 
lated irom th^ martial law. pf the United 
Netherlands^^ yet w^ere deftrti<9iive of the 
Jiberties of Englifl; fi*bjedbj -imd contrary to 
the expr^fs letter of the, Roytl Charter, For 
<bi3 xe2^oii> way pec^le in England were 
•deterred from, emigrating to" Virginia aa\4 
many perfonp in the Clolony yrere unjuftly^ 
4put.tQ dcatb^^ ,~'^- " " '^ 

In -the Colony, thrt ^lanaour againft- hifl 
yfrsB ftili louden It was there faid. that he 
I;iad been moft fcaniWoufly negligent, if not. 
corrupt, ,in the matter of fuppUes ; that hi a 
certidn period called ^^thfi ftaii^g timc,^ 
the allowance fbr a man wiis only dght 
ounces of meal and half a pint of peafe p6j; 
.'4ayi.imii that heitiher of them were fit to be 

• "T.' eaten ; 
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pa(en ; that famine oUiged many of the peiftple; 
(o fly to the lavages for rditf, tv^ho being re* 
t^en were put to death for dtefeartion ; that 
others were reduced to the nec^ffit/ 6f ftealifig, 
which by l^s fanguinary law3 was puniflitd 
with extreme yigour ; that the fick and infiritt, 
who were unable to work, were denied the 
allowance, and famiihed fo;r want ; that fame 

« I •■ . . • » • • 

in thefe extremities dug holes in the earth» 

and hid themfelves till jthey periihed ; that 

the fcarcity was "fo lamentable,'' t^t they 

were conftrained to eat dogs, cats, fnakes^ 

and even h\;»,man corpfes j that one msm 

lolled his wi/t^ and put her fl^fh in pickle, 

for which he was biimt to death-*^ Thefe 

calamities were by tlie Ck>lonift3 fo ftrongly 

^nd pointedly laid to the charge of the Treat 

urer, that when^hey had fpurid a mai«" 

which hadibeen killed by the {pdians, andi 

were boiling her $efli for food, they wifhed 

Sir Thomas was in the iame kettle. A lift of 

thefe gtievances was prefented toKing James; 

and in the cbnclufjon of the petition, they 

begged his Majefty, that, " rather than te 

reduced to live under the like government 

again, he would fend over Commiffioners to 

withers.' 



In 



Stith, 305, 
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Though Qalumniated both in England and 
America, Sir Thomas Smith did not Svant 
iadvoCatea i and his charadtef for integrity 
wa& fo wdl eftabli£hed i^ England, that when 
fome of the Company who had refused to 
advance their quiotas^ pieced His: negligence 
kxad avarice in their excufe, the Court of 
Gh^ncerjr, before whom the afiair was car- 
Hed, gavb a decree againft themi, and they 
were compelled to pay the fiims ^hieh they 
l^d fubfcribed.* 

The charges a^hft him were Equally 
levelled againft the Council and Company ; 
lirid by their order a declaration was publifli- 
cd, in which the misfortunes of the Colony 
are thus fumiharily reprefented; *' Caft up^ 
the reckoning together, want of gOvemmeiit, 
ftore of idlettefs^ their fexpeftations fruftrated 
by the traitort, thdf market fpbiled by the 
tharinef s^ their nets bfok^, the deer chafed, 
their boats loft, their hOgS killed, their trade 
with the Indians forbidden, fome of their men 
fled, fome murdered, and moft by drinking the 
ferackiflx water of James Fort weakened and 
endangered ; famine and ficknefs by all thefe 
means increafed. Here at home iht monies 

came 

* Sxixh, 121* 
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Came in fo flowly, that the Lord Delaware- 
could not be difpatched till the Colony waft' 
worn and fpenir with difficulties* Above all^ 
having neither ruler nor preachGr, they feared 
neither God nor iD:ian ; wluch provoked the 
Lord, and pulled down his judgments upon, 
them.''* 

Sir. Thomas South continued in his office 
of Treafurer till 1619 j when the prejudice 
againft him became fo ftrong, that by the 
intereft of the Earl of Warwick, who hate4; 
him, his removal was in contemplation, f At' 
the iame time. Sir Thomas, being advanced 
in yeikTB and infirmities ; having grown rich^ 
and having a fufficiency of bufinefs as Goy^ 
emor of jEhe E^ft-India Company, thought, 
it prudent to retire from an office of fo great* 
refpoiifibility, attended with fp much trouble- 
and fo litde advantage ; and accordingly feni;. 
in his refignation to the Council of Virginia*.. 
His friends would have difluaded him from^, 
this meafure ; but he was inflexible. Sir 
Edwin Sandys was elected his fucceflbr ; 
a gentleman of good underflanding, and great 
application to. bufinefs. At his motion, a 
gratuity of 2,000 acres of land in Virginia 
was granted to Sir Thomas. He had been 

C in 

* Purchas, v. 1758. f S^, ij8. 
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in: office Uj^acds t£ twelve. yjearBy inwhicit- 
tknje the; expeiifeai of && ]^taatition hacb 
afUDxinlaitl to ^^80,060 ; an(i tiioiigl he haA 
itedacsd that he* left ^^4060; foij-bi^ iflccefflbr- 
totbe^awithj yet it -wasfoiicdlQili examwi 
nadon, that theiCbmpaii^^a&iq deiat tbi ai 
greater amount than that fum. i : 

Several tviya i^r^srg liifed for. Ad raifihg 
of ftlppIi$S' to cany on the cdbni^atioa c£ 
Vii?gima; One wafe by the- fiibfcrij)ltion« q$ 
the members of the Company j adodief WM 
by the volimtaty donations of. othfej'people-ji 
and a third was by loftteriesi^ SubTiiiptions^ 
if not voluntarily paid^ w6t6^ i^6fc4*eraWfe hf 
law J but thi^ method wastcfdioui^aild ex« 
penfite. Dbnationi ivere p^datnbus^ andP 
though liiberal * and i^ell infeiide^^ y^t they 
Ibmctimes coiififted otily of book* aed fiiir-* 
nitiird fbr Quirches and Gfellfegea^ Md appro- 
ptiatioils f(Sr the ediicatiofi' of Indiari cliil-^ 
di?en.^ Lbtterifes were before this time un* 
known in Englafadj btit fo great* l^as the 
rage for this mode of raifing money, that 
within the fpace of fix years the fum of 
^29,000 was brought into the treafury. This 
was "the real and fubflantial food, with 
which Virginia was nourifhed,"* The au- 
thority 

Stithi 191. 
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thority on which the lotteries were ground- 
ed was the T<^b|ul:er of Idling |fitn«8, (1609) 
2^nd fo tenaciojis was this ^J|KlG^at$h q£ his 
prerogative, that in a fubfegoe^it proclama- 
tion 'fee fmxAj' tP^erdi^^ed die. ^^ fpctajdng 
againft the Virginian Lottery*'* ITet when 
the Hqitfc «f Q6mn>;oas (i^^i) began to 
call in queftipn fome of the fupppfed rights 
of royaltg^^ tjiefe lotteries and the prockmi- 
tion which enforced them, ^^ere complaine^J 
of and pijefeij^ted among the grievancea of the 
nation. \ fin that oqcafipn, an apolo^ wa^ 
inade by th^ King's friends,* "that he never. 
/ihJ the ifOtteries, but ^a^ way to them, 
becaufe hfi. w;as told tliat Virginia .^ould not 
fubfift without them ;'* and when the Gem- 
mons infifled.Qn their complaint, the mon- 
arch revoked the licence by. an prdey of 
Council ^^.in.confequence of which the treaf- 
ury pf the (lompany vas alipioft without^ 
refoiircesr 



• Gh^ihuersV Anjials, 33, 
I' .■■■•• I 
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XVII. THOMAS, Lou© DEtAWAHE. 
Sir THOMAS GATES. 
Sir GEORGE SOMERS. 
Capt. CHRISTOPHER NEWPORT. 
Sir THOMAS DALE. 
Sir FERDINANDO WAINMAN, 

X HE hiftory of thefe perfons is fo 
blended, that a feparate account of each can^ 
not be written from any materials in my 
pofleffion. Their characters, however, may 
be diftlnguifhed in a few words,* before I 
proceed to the hiftory of their united trant 
a£tions, in the employment of the Company 
and Colony of Virginia. 

Lord Delaware is faid to have been a 
worthy peer of an ancient family ; a man 
of fine parts and of a generous difpofrtion j 
who took much pains, and was at a great 
expenfe,to eftablifh the Colony; in the fer- 
vice of which he fuffered much in his health, 
and finally died at fea, (1618) in his feconil 
voyage to America, in or near the mouth of 
the Bay which bears his name.* 

Sir Thomas Gates, was probably a 
land oflScer. Between him and Sir George 

Somers, 

• Purchas^ v. 1757- Kcith,*'i3i. Stith, 148. 
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Somers, thbtcwas not that cordial harmony^ 
which is alwiyi defirabte between men who 
are engaged in the fame biifinefs* Excepting 
tibis, nothing is faid to hi^ difadvantage.^ 

Sir Geokgs Somers was a gentleman of 
rank andfortun^^ of approved fidelity and in-« 
defktig&biie induflry ;« an excellent fea com- 
mander, having been employed in the navy 
of Queen Eli^iabeth, and having diftinguifhed 
himfelf ill feveral actions againfl the 3pan«» 
iards in the Weft-Indies. At the time of 
his appointment to be Admiral of Virginia, 
he was atbove fixty years of age.f His feat 
in Parliament was vacated by his acceptance 
of a coloni&l comnuflion. - He died in the 
fervice of the Colony ( 1 6 1 o) at Bermuda, 
highly efteemed and greatly regretted. J 

Christopher Newport was a mariner 
of ability and experience in the "American 
feaSt He had been a commander in the na^ 
vy of Elizabeth, and, in 1592, had conduded 
an expedition againft the Spaniards in the 
Weft-Indies; where, with three or four fhip^ 
he plundered and burnt Tome towns, and 
took feveral prizes, with a confiderable boo^y* 
He was a vain, empty, conceited man^ and 



♦ Stitb, .1 1 jr t Chalmer^^ 7, 7. 

-^ Purchas, v. 1735. Stith, 118. 
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very fond of parade By the advantage pf 
jgoing to a«id fro, lie gaunedtibe confidence 
pf the Counqil ^md Compftny in Englgn^ 
and whatever h^ propofed, was, adopted by 
them. .Sonae traits pi his sharafl;er have 
been given in the life pf C«|¥6» Jotif\ Smith* 
In 162 1 he in^orted fifty men, a^td feated 
them on a plaiUatipn, which fee trailed New- 
port's News. Darnel Geoim imn^ with 
a cargo of cattle frpni Ii-elwid, aod fettled 
iirft pn this plantatioffi* I^^ afterwwrd/J^ 

moved to MewrJ^ngl^nyd.* . 

Sir Thqmas Dale is faid, tp have bee:^ 
a gentleman, of much hpnoyr, "^ifiiom and 
experience. To l^im was entnjifted the ex-, 
ecution pf th^ laws fent over by Sir. Thom- 
as Smith ; which, /though perh^qps ncceflary 
at that tkrve, (1611) when fgi tnanyturbu- 
lectt and I'efra^ory perfon§ were to b^ gov^ 
€itied, yet were fubyerfiv^ of that freedom 
trfiich Englifhmen claimed as thw l>iyrtb^ 
fight, and gave top inuch ppw«? ipto the 
]biands of a Govemca:, Though hh ?idniip- 
Iftration was marked with rigoyr and fe ver- 
ity, yet he did much toward advsmcing the 
fettlements. pa a hi^ neck .of land i^ 

Jamps 

* Stithy 20$. Beverly, 37. Piirp^,.Tk.ii5f9«. 
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James RJVeCi named Variiia, hj&.built a towii 
wlii(?h he ddUfidHehrico^ in honour, of Prince 
Henrjr, die wtiiains of ^hieh were vifible 
is^hen Mr. Stidi : wrote: his hiftoi:y(i746.): 
On the opgofite fide of the river he made a 
j^^tadon on laoi^s^ from which he expelled 
die Indian^ and called it New-Bermuda.* 
He ftaid i|^ Virginia about five . years, and 
returned to England (1616) after which 
there is no faitheii( account of hinxv 

Of Sir FerdikanDO Wain man, hoth^ 
ling bj faid b^t diat he die($ ibon after his 
anivai in Vir^nia^ with Lord Delaware, in 

When th^ neW Charter «^ Virginia was 
o^aShedf, ^€ Coudc^ and Qam|jlany kxime-' 
diately equipped a fleet, toi carry ftipjplies of 
Mett and WonQ^n, v^^ith protliioils acid* other 
neee^irklGf^ u> the Colony. The fleet conv 
fifkd of feVan ihi]^, ^ 6a€h &S which, be-^ 
Mt the Gi^tjan^ went one 05? i&ote of thci 
Coimfellors or other officers of the Colony j 
atfid though there was a difpute about rank 
between two officers, Soniers aiad Gates,^ 
they were pfeced in onC' fhip with Newpdrt^ 
&e third in commiand. The - Governor-' 

Gener^il, 

• Stith, 123, 124, X3«. f Stith, 117. 
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General^ Lord 13ekwaj*e^ did nafc.4il with 
thl« fleet ;- but waited dll theuext year, to 
go with a furtheif fupply. The names ctf the 
iSiijps and th^ comjaianders vvttt as follow.' 

The S^a^Jd'oenture^ Admiral Sar George 
Somer}^ with Sit Thomas CateSj anit 
Captain Ghri/lopher IfJe^potL 
' The Diamondy C^:ptain Raddiffe and Cap- 
tain i5%- ' ' - * • 
The Falcon^ Captain Mattirr and Matter 

Netfoii, 
The BkJJtngy Gahrief Afcher ahd- Captain 

Adafnsv * 
The Unity ^ Captain Woad-^vA Mafter PetK 
The />W, Captain WebK^ .: [j ,-.■ 
The Swallow y Captain Af()(?«^ rand Mailer 

Somen. 
The fleet was attended by two fmaller 
veflels, otie of which wa$ a Jcetch, command- 
ed by Matthew Fitch ^ the other 3.. pinnace^ 
in which went Captain Davits and Mafter 
DaviesJ^ 

This fleet failed firom Plymouth on the 
fecpnd day of June, 1 609. Though their 
orders were not to go by the old route of the 
Canaries and the Weft-Indies, but to fteer 

directly 

,* Purchasi v, 1733. 
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i|ire£lly for Vir^nia, yet they went as far 
/buthward aft the twenty-flxth degree of lajC- 
itu4e ; where the heat was fo exceiCve, that 
(xuiny ci the people were taken with car 
lentures. In two ihips, thirty-two perfons 
^ed ; others fuffered feverely, aad one vefTel 
only was free from {ieknefs. 

The whole fleet kept company till the 
twenty-fourth of July, when they fuppofed 
themielves to be within eight days fail of 
Virginia, ftretching to the north-weft, and 
trolling the Gulf Stream. On that day, be- 
gacL a violent tempeft from the north-eaft, 
accompanied with a horrid darknef$, which 
continued forty-four hours. In this gale 
the fleet was fcattered. The Adoiir^l's fliip, 
on board of which was the Commiflion for 
the new Government, with the three princi- 
pal officers, was wrecked oq th^ ifland qf 
Bermuda. The ketch foundered a$ fea. The 
remainder, much damaged and Hdiftrefled, 
arrived one after another in James Rivq:, 
about the mi4dle of Augui^ 

The provifions brought by thefe (hips 
were infufficient for the Colony and the pai^ 
fengers. This deficiency proved very detri- 
mental, and occafiQued the miferies and re^* 

D proaches 
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preaches which have been abready ilientioneA 
The fpace often months from Auguft 1609, 
to the arrival of Lord Delaware, in June 1610, 
was kriovi^n in Virginia for many years af- 
ter, by the name of ^ the ftartring time.'' 
But the waiit of provifion was not the only 
deficiency ; there was a total wartt of princi* 
pie and 6f order.- 

Of the company who arrived at this timef, 
the following defcription is given by a native 
Virginian.* " A great part of them coti- 
fifted of utiruly fparks, packed off, by their 
friends, to efcape a worfe deftiny at home. 
The reft were chiefly made up of poor geri* 
tlemen, broken tradefmen, rakes and liber- 
tines, footmen, and fuch others as ^ere much 
fitter to ruiti a Commonwealth than to help 
fo raife or maintain One. This lewd compac- 
tly Were led by their feditious Captains into 
many mifchiefs and extravagancies. They 
afiumed the power of difpofing of the Gov^ 
:emmeitf j and conferred it fometimes on one, 
and fometimes on anothet. To day the old 
Cbmmiflion muft rule, to-morrow the new, 
and the next day neither. All was anarchy 
and diftra£tionr'' 

Such 

* SUth, 103. 



I 



PELAWARE^ *7 

Such being the character of the peoplci 
there could not h^ve beeti any great hope of 
fijccefs, if the whole fleet had arrived in fafety* 

The Admiral's (hip had on board a great 
quantity of provifion, Sh^ was feparated 
from the fleet in the ftorm, and iprang a leak 
at fea, fo that with <:onftant pumping and 
bailing, they could fcarcely keep her abov^ 
water for three days and four nights ; dur- 
ing which time Sir George 3on[ier8 did not 
once leave the quarter-deck. The crew^ 
worn out with fatigue and deipairing of life, 
broached the ftrong liquors, and took leav^ 
of eacl^ ether with an inebriating draught, 
till many of them fell afleep. In this dread- 
ful es^tremity. Sir Qe^rge difcovered l^nd ; 
the news of which awoke and revived then), 
9nd every man verted himfelf to do his 
duty. At length the {hip finick ground 
in fuch a pofition between two rocks, at the 
diflance of half a mile from the fhore, that 
(he people and a ^re^t part of the cargo 
were fafely landed. 

The Bermuda Iflands were uninhabited, 
and had the reputation of being enchanted,* 

But 

* "Whereas it is reported that this land of Bcrmudas» 
with the iflands about it, are enchanted und kept by evil 

• (ind 
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But when the people w^e on ihore they 
found the air pure and ialubrious, and fruits 
of various kinds growing in luxuriant plenty 
and perfection. The ilhore was covered 
with tortoifes, the fea abounded with fifh; 
and in . the woods they found wild hogs, 
which it is fuppofed had efcaped from fome 
veflel wrecked on the ifland. 

Here they remained mne months. The 
two fenior officers lived apart, and each, with 
the affiftance of the men, built a veflel of the 
ced^irs which grew on the ifland, and the 
iron and cordage faved from the wreck. 
Sir George Somers labo\ired with his own 
hands every day till his veflel was completed. 
One of thefe yeflfels Was called the Patience, 
the other the Deliverance. 

It is remarked,* that during their abode 
on this ifland, they had morning and event- 
ing prayers daily ; <Uvine fervice was per-^ 
formed and two fermons were preached ev-r 
cry Lord's day, by their Chaplain Mr. 

Bucke. 

And wicked fpirits ; it is a moft idle and falfe report* 
God grant that we have brought no wicked fpirits with 
tis, or that there come none after us ; for T/ife found noth- 
ing there fo ill as ourfelves/' 

Jordan*! Nffnw*Jrom Bermudas, 161^, 

♦ Purchas, v. 1746. 
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Buckc* One marriage Was celebrated, and 
two children^ were born and baptized. Rve 
of the comply died, one of whom was 
murdered The murderer was put under 
confinement, but efcaped and hid himfelf . 
among the woods and rocks; with another 
ofiender^ till the departure of the company, 
when they were left behind. Many of the 
people were fo well pleafed with the place, 
that they were with difficulty prevailed on 
to quit thefe pleafant iflands. 

The lower feams of the veflels were calked 
with the remains of the ufeleis cables, and a 
ihiall quantity of tar faved from the wreck. 
The upper feams were fecured with lime 
made of cialdned ftones and (hells, flaked 
with frefh Water and foftened with the oil 
of tortoifes. This cement foon became dry 
and firm. The wild hogs ferved for fea- 
ftores, being preferved with fait, cryftallized 
on the rocks. 

On the tenth of May, 1610, the company, 
confifting of one himdred and twenty per- 
fons, embarked, and after encodfatering fome 
difficulty among the rocks, the next day got 
clear of the land, and fhaped their courfe for 
Virgima j where they arrived on the twenty- 

firft, 
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firft, at Point Comfort, ^ad twp days after 
at James-Town. The Colony, reduced to 
fixty perfons, in a fickly, mutinous juid ftarv-» 
ing condition, gave them a mournful weir 
come. The new Governor, Sir Thomas 
Gates, caufed the bell to be rung, »nd fum* 
moned the whole company to the Church ; 
where, after an affectionate prayer by Mr>, 
Buclje, the new Gommiffion was read, and 
the former Prefident Mr. Percy, then fcarcely 
able to ftand, delivered up the old Patent^ 
with his Gommiffion, 

On a flri£b examination, it was found that 
the provifions brought by the two pinna- 
ces, would ferve the people not more tha^n 
fixteen days, and that what they had in the 
town would be fpent in ten. It being feed 
time, the Indians had no com to fpare, and 
they were fo hoftile that no treaty could be 
holden with them* The IVurgeon had not 
yet come into the river, and many of the 
nets were ufelefs. No hope remedned of 
. preferring the Colony ; and, after liiature de- 
liberatioi^,^ k' was determined to abandon the 
country. The neareft place wljere any re- 
lief could be obtained was Newfoundland ; 
thither they propofed to (ail, and there thpy 

expeded 



expeiied to meet the fifhing veffels fronl 
England, on board of which the people 
tnight be diftributed khd get paiTages homti"^ 
^heii the feafon of fUhing fhould be com* 
pletedi 

Hating tiktri this refbtutioH, ahd buried 
their ordnance at the gite of the fort, on 
the feveixth of June, at beat of dr'um, the 
whole company embarked in four pinnaces* 
It was with diflSeulty that fome of the peo- 
ple were reftraitied from fetting fire to th6 
town ; but the Governor, with a feledt comf 
pany, remained on fhore till the Others had 
embarked, and he was the laft that flepped 
into the boat About noon they came to 
fail, and fell dcfWn with the ebb, that evening, 
to Hog-Iflahd The next moming^s tide 
brought them to Mulberry-Ifland Point ; 
where, lying at anchor, : they difcovered a 
boat coming up the river with the flood 
In an hour's time the boat came along fide 
the Governor's pinnace, and proved to be 
an expreis from the Lord Delaware, who 
had arrived, with three fhips and a fupply 
of provifion, two days before, at Point Com- 
fort J where the Captain of the fort had in- 
formed him of the intended evacuation ; and 

his 
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|)is Lordihifi immediately diipatched his fki^ 
with letters by Capts^n Edward Brewfter, to 
prevent their departure; On receiving thefe 
letters, the Governor ordered the anchors 
to be weighed, and the wind, being eafterly^ 
.brought them back, in the night, to theit 
old quarters at James-Town* 

On the Lord's day June lOj the fhips 
came to anchor before the town. As foon 
as Lord Delaware came on fliore, he fell 
down on his knees, and continued fome time 
in fileht devotion. He then went to Church, 
bnd after fervice, his Commiffion was read, 
Wldch conftituted him " Governor and Cap- 
tjdn-General durifag his life, of the Colony 
and Plantation of Virginia."* Sir Thomas 
Gates delivered up his Commiffion and the 
Colony Seal. On this occafion. Lord Dela- 
ware made a public addrefs to the people, 
blaming them for their former idlenefs and 
mifcpndu£k, and exhorting them to a con- 
trary, behaviour, left he fhould be obliged to 
draw the fword of juftice againft delinquents, 
and cut them off; adding, that he had rather 
fpill his own blood to protect them from 
injuries. 

Having 

• Purchas, v. 1 754. 
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Having, diijplac^d fiich m^n ad had abufed 
tlieir pow6r, aad -^ppoittlted propdr perfons. 
to pffiee.;_ heaffigned t6 every rqanbia por- 
tion of labour j acciOEding to hkg capacity;, 
apiottg which the culture of vmf^ . ^as fK)t! 
forgotten ; fomtf Frenqhmi&ni hotiftg- bieiefi; 
imported for tlie ptirpofe; Th6re hndWea 
ho divifion of the knds, but'all Wiats comfnoii 
property ; and the Colony was conifidered aflh 
one great fartxily,'. fed daily, opt of the. public 
ftore. Their eittploymenta \^ftre under thp 
direifiion of thiij' Goyetniiidnti' and; the prod- : 
uiee of their labours Was brought into the. 
eommod ftocfe The. Indians wieref fo trou- 
Mefom^^ that it wOuJjd'not have befen^rudent 
for the peopifei to difperfe ^ till they fhould be 
b'tttdf able tb defend tHemfelves, or till; the 
fivages fhould'. be; iiiore friendly- They, 
were therefore lodged within' the fbrtifica-*, 
tidns of James-Town ;- their vfroYkiftg and 
fifliing parties^ when abroad, wette fwell armed ^ 
bt guarded'; their fituation wag hazard- 
0(18 J ; and the profpecSt of . improivement^ ^ 
cdnfid^ririg* the ' character of the majority^ 
was not very flattering*; " The moft honeft; 
and 'ind\iftriou$ 'would fcarcely t^Jce fo much '- 
J>aihs in a weekj- as' they would have done 

E for 
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f(M-'tfeferhfelves in i«-dayjf-.|^d(timing tfiat 
however the' haiVeft • profpered, -the geiierai 
ft6re muft miitttatitt iKeiH j^by which medn^ 
thiey ifeaped Hot fd CGWch' fiorri from the la-- 
bcJifrs ef thirty nieri,'^ three'mc^n could have 
prcrftic'edj on^ their own land&"^ ^ 

. No depefldiiace could ' be * placed otl any- 
fupply (^ proViiions from this mode of ex- 
ertion^ iTbe ftores brought oter in the fleet , 
flEiight ■ hive kejJt them alive^ with prudent 
maiiagcfriienf , fat the' gtfeatefr part of a year j 
but within that tiiiiie it would be neceflary 
to provide moreV The Bermuda Iflands - 
were fiill of hdgs, trid Slk George Somerv<i 
oflTered to go thifher with a patty tb kill and 
fait them. This dfFer was readily accepted^ ' 
and he embarked in his own cedar VelTel of 
thirty tons, accompMiied by Captain Samuel 
Argal, in anbtllei:',* i 

They failed together, till by contrary winds 
they were df iven among the Shoals of Nan- 
tucket and Cape Cod ; Whence Argal found 
his way back to Vir^nii, and was difpatched 
to the Potowmack for com. There he found 
Henry Spelman, an Englifh youth, who 
bad been prefferVed from the fury of Powha*- 
tan, by his daughter Pocahontasi By his 

afliftance 

* Furchas, T. 1766. 
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afljftance Argal procured a fupply ^ cqm^ 
which he carrie4 to J^mes-Towp. 

Sir George Spipers, ^tftey long ftFUggliag- 
with contrary winds, was driyep to. the north*. 
eaftcri\ ihpre of America, j \yhere he refrefh- 
ed his men, then purfued the main obje€^ 
of his voyage, a^nd arrived fafely at 6ermu<- 
dak There he Ipegan tq colledt the fwine, 
and prepqf e their flefjx for food ; but the 
fatigues to which he had been exppfed by 
fea and land, proved too feyere for his adr. 
vanced age, and he funk under the burden. 
Finding his time ftxort, he ixxade a proper 
difpofition qf his eftate, and charged his 
nephew, Matthew Spmers, who commanded 
under him, to return, with the provifion to 
Virginia. But the love of his native coun- 
try prevailed. Haying buried the entrails, 
at Bermuda^ h? carried th;e corps of his un- 
cle to England, and depofit^d it at Whit- 
church in Dorfijtfhire, A monument was. 
afterward ered^ed at Bermuda to the mem- 
ory of this excellent man.* The town of 

St. 

* This monumfint x^:if cre^fted about tea years after, 
his death, by Nathaniel ■ Butler ^ then. Governor oC Bermu- 
da ; of which the following account is given by. Captaia 
Smith, in his hiftory of Virginia and the Somer Iflands,^ 

page 195. 

<* Finding 
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{St. George, was named for him^ and the ill-: 
ands were called Somer Ifknds. The re- 
tftm of tMsveffel gave the firft Recount ir\ 
3Eagland of the clifcovery of thofe iflands. 
- Virginia, thus left dcftitute of fo abla 
and virtuous a friend, was foon after de- 
{niv^d of the prefence of its Governor, Lord 
Delaware. Having buil;| two forts at thei 
mouth of James River, and ajiother at the 
fills ; and having rendered his Govern- 
ment refoedtable in the view both of the 
Engliih and Indian^^ he found his health 
fb much impaired, thj^t he was obliged in 
nine months to quit the country, intend- 
ing to go to Nevis, for the benefit pf the 

warm 

•■ "* ' 

•^ Finding accidentally a little crofs eredted in a byo^. 
place among many buflief, and underfbmding that there 
vas buried th6 heart and entrails of Sir Gforgf Somen , he 
refolved to haye a better ipiemor^ to fo ■ W9j-diy a foldier. 
§o finding a great xpaible flone,;brc«igh.t; out of Epglapd, 
he caufed it by mafons to be wrought handibniely and^ 
laid over the place, which he environed with, a fqiiare vi'all 
of. Jiewn ftpne, tomb-like ; wherjedn he caufed to be en-* 
graven this epitaph, he had coznppfed. 

** III the year iixtcen hundred and eleven, 

' t * 

Noble Sir George Somers went licncc to heaven : 
Vhofe well tried worth that held him (Ull employ^. 
Gave him the knowledge of the wdrUl fo widei 
Hence 'twas b^ HcaTen*»; decree, that to this place, 
He brought new gucfts and name, to mutual graces 
At luft ^ils foui and body being to part, 
He here bequeathed his entrails and his hcart.'V 
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wsirm baths. By contrary winds, he was 
forced to the "Weftern Iflands, w^here he ob- 
tained great r?Hef frpm the frelh fruits of the 
country; but hewas advifed nottohazardhim^ 
fpif again in Virginia, tUl his health fhould 
be more perfeftty reftored, by a voyage to 
England. Sir ThoRxas Dale and Sir Thomas 
Qates having previoufly gone at different 
times to England, the Government was 
again left in tlie hands of Mr. Percy ; a gen- 
tleman of a nqble family and 4 good heart, 
but of very jnoderate abilities. 

At the time pf Lord Delaware'^s departure 
(March aSf, 1611,) the Colpny conlifted of 
above two hundred people,* moft of whom 
were in good health ar^d well provided ; but 
wheii Sir Thomas Dale arrived, in lefs than 
two months, (May 10,) with three Ihips, 
bringing an addition of three hundred peo- 
ple, he found the old colonics again relapt 
ing into their former ftate of indolence and 
penur}% Depending on' the public ftore, 
they had neglected planting, and were amut 
ing themfelves with bowling and other di- 
veriions in the ftreets of James-Town. 
Ncthii^g but the prefence of a fpirited Gov- 

eraor, 

♦ Jhirchas, v. 1763, 
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emor, and a fevere execution of his orders, 
could induQQ thefe peqple to laboipry The 
feverities exerfifed upon them were fuch a^ 
could not \^ yrarranted by the laws of" 
England. The confequences were difconT 
tent and infurre<9ion in fome ; and fervile ' 
acquiefcence in others. Sir Thomas Dale 
was efteemed as a mjap, who might fafely 
\>t entrufted with powei: ; but the laws by 
which he govemedj and his rigorous admin- 
iflxation of them, were the fubje(St pf bittei; 
remonftrance arj.d complaint 

The adventurers in England were ftiU in 
a ftate of difappointntent ; and when Siu 
Thomas Gates arrived without bringing 
any returns adequate to their e^^pefltations, 
the Council entered iato a fcriou^ deliberaT 
tion, whether to proceed in their adventure, 
or abandon the enterprize. Lord Delaware'^ 
arrival in England caft fi <ieeper gloom on 
the melancholy profpedt But the reprefent- 
ations of thefe gentlemen, delivered in Coun- 
cil and confirmed by oath, ferved to keep upi 
their fpirits, and induce thpnj ftiU to renew 
their exertions. 

The fubftance of thefe reprefentations v/as, 
that the country was rich in itfelf, but that 

time 



time and Iridllft^ Wfefe heceflary to make it* 
wealth jproiSbble to tKfe ^dver^rers ; that it 
fitldcd abuiftdance of valuable ^voodsi asj 
Oak^ walnut, sifli, faiMras, ihiilberry trees for 
filk-worms, live oak, cedar and fir for fliip-' 
' ping, aiiid that oh the banks of the Potbw- 
iiiack thfetfe ^ctc trfees' Idrg^ enough fof^ 
mafts ; 'tMt it produced st fpecieS of ^ild^ 
hemp for cordage, pines ^i^hich yielded taf/ 
aihd a vaft quantity of iron oxh j befides lead,- 
antimony, and other ininerals; knd feveral* 
kinds of coloured earths j that in the wobds ' 
^ere found vafibus bklfaih^ and other ihedic- 
inaf drugs, yith.an iihrd^nfe quantity oi^ 
myrtle befnes for wax j that the foreft aihd 
rivers liarbdinied beavers, bttefs, fdxes and 
deer, whofe fkins were valuable articles of 
cbmmefCe ; tliat fturgeoir ftiight Be taken in 
the greateft plenty iii fife hobltti rivers ; arid 
that v^ithohr the bay to thcf northward, wis 
an excellent fifhing bank for cod of the beft 
quality i tUit th6 foil wis fgkvottrable t6 the 
cultivatibn of tines^ fugaif^jaties, ©ranges^ 
lemons, ahnonds and rice ; that the winters 
were fo mild that cattle could get their 
food abroad, imd that fwine fe'oirid be fatted 
on wild fruits j that the Indian corn yielded 

Simoft 
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the Englifli whom he held as captives^ with 
all the arms, tools, and utenfils which the: 
Indians had flolen, and furnifh the Colony 
vrkh a large quantity of corn. This pr<^o-» 
fal threw him into much perplexity ; for 
, though h6 loved his daughter, he was loth 
to give fo much for her redemption. After 
three months he fent back feven of the cap-* 
tives, with three unferviceable mufkets, an 
gxe, a iawy and one canoef loaded with corn; 
He alfo fent word that when they Ihould 
deliver his daughter, he wouki give them 
£ve hundred bufhels of corn, and make full 
iatisfa£lion for all paA injuories. No relianca 
could be placed on fuch a pTomife; Th^ 
negociation was broken, and the King was 
pffendedL The next fpring (1613) another 
attempt was made, accompanied yn\^ threat*' 
ening on the part of the Engliih ; and ftrat- 
agem on the part of the Indians. This 
proved equally ineffedtual'^ At length it was. 
announced to Powhatan, that John Rolfe, 
an Englifli gentleman, was in love with Po-. 
eabontas, and had obtained her confent, and 
the licenfe of the Governor, to marry her. 
The Prince was foftened by this intelligence, 

and fent one of his chiefs to attend the 

nup^ 
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QUptiai folemtiitj* After this event, Pow- 
hatan was friendly to the Colony, as longf 
as he 'lived ; and a free trade was carried^ 
ptx between them arid his people. 
• The vifit which this lady made to Eng;^. 
land, with her hulband, and her death which 
happened there^ in the bloom of her youA, 
have been related in the life of Capt. Smith.*^ 
It is there obferved, that ^' feveral families of 
note in Virginia are defc^nded from hcr/^* 
ITie defcent is thus traced by Mr. Stith.f 
Her fon, Thomas Rolfe, was educated ift 
!!|^ngland> and came over to Virginia ; where 
he became a man of fortune and diftiniJKoii, 
and inherited a large tra<3: of land which had 
Ijeen the property of his grandfather Pow^ 
Jiatan. He left an only daughter, who was 
married to Col. Robert Boiling. His fon, 
Major John Boiling, was father to Col. John 
Boiling, whofe five daughters were married 
to CoL Richard Randolph, Col. John Flem-. 
ing. Dr. William Gay, Mr. Thomas EK 
dridge and Mr. James Murray. Stich wa%. 
the ftate of the family in 1747. 

The reconciliation between Powhatan and> 
the Englifh, awakened the fears of the ln-«». 

-dianar 

^ Vol. I. Soy-^jiOji f Stitk, 146. 
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di^as of ChickaHomoj^y, ^ formidable and 
free pepple. They wefij goyiprn^ by an, a£^ 
fj^i^hly of their elders, of wife men, whQ 
alfo bore the character of Priefts. They^ 
][^t€d Powhatan, as 9- tyrant, and were al- 
iprays jealous of his defign tp fubje& them* 
^^y h^d taken advitntage of the diflention 
between |um and the Engliih, to aflert theijs 
^\i&ctY } but on his reconcili^on, they ap^. 
prehended th^t he might make ujfe of the 
firiendfhip ef ^ft Colony^ to reduce thera 
wilder bis ypke. To prevent this, they fent 
», deputatipQ, to Svt Thomasi Pale, to excufci 
their fprmer ill qonduS, and fubmit themr. 
Cidves to the Englifh government. Stir 
Thomap was pleafed with the offer, and oq^^ 
^ day appointed went with. Gapt. Argal and 
fifty men totheii* village, where a peace waar 
concluded pii the following conditions. 
t. I. That they fhould Joreyer be called 
f Tpffenteffas] New EngUibnien, and be drue, 
iilbje^Sr of King James, and^ bis deputies. : 
. 7f. That they ftxould neither kill nor de-. 
tain any of the Englifh ^or their flxay cattle,; 
but bring theni home. 
. 3. That they Ihould always be ready to 
fumifti the Englifh with three hundred men, 
againft the Spanijurds or a.ny other enemy* 

4- That 
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4» That they ihould not enter any of the 
Engliih fettlemeat^ without previoufly feud-^ 
ing ia wprd that they were New pnglifh- 
pieot ^ 

5» That every bqwrmaa at harveft fhould 
bring iota the ftore two meafures [2^ bufh-* 
crfe] of com^ ts^ trihHt«> ^^V which he ftxould 
IMpeive a hatchet 

6. That the eight eldei:* pr chiefs fhould 
fee all this perforn^ed;, or receive puniflinient 
themfelves ; and that £of their fidelity, each 
one fhould r^eceive a red coat^ a copper chain^ 
and a piQure of King James, and ihould be 
accounted his nobleman. . j ■ . [. 

Though this tranfa^lioo pafFed whild Sb 
Thocpias Gates was at the head: of the govw 
ttrnmenty and rcfiding within the Colony, yet 
nodung is faid of his affentihg to it, or gir- 
ifig any oBdiers about it; Dale appears^ to 
have been the mofl wSdvc and enterprizing 
man ; anxf on Gates's return to England in 
the fpring of 16 14, the chief command de^ 
vdved on himt 

The experience oE five years bad now 
convinced ail thinking men, among the £nr» 
glifli, that the Colony would never thrive, 
whiht their lands were held in common, and 
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the people were maintdtied out of the pab^ 
lie (lores, In fuch a cafe there is no Ipur to 
exertion ; the induftrious perfon and the 
drone fare alike^ and the former has np in-, 
ducement to work for the latter. The time 
iprefcribed in the King's inftru£tion3 for their 
trading in a common ftock, and bringing all 
the fruits of their labour into a common 
ftore, was expired. An alteration was then 
contemplated, but the firft meafure adopted 
did not much mend the matter. Three acrea 
only were allotted to each man, as a farm, 
on which he was to wprk eleven months for 
the ftore, and one month for himfelf ; and ta 
receive his proportion out of the common 
ftock, Thofe who were employed on Sir 
Thomas Dale's plantation, had better term^ 
One month's labour only, was required, and 
they were exempted from all farther fervice ; 
and for this exemption, they paid a yearly 
tribute of three barrels and a half* of corn 
to the public ftore. Thefe farms were not 
held by a tenure of common foccage, which 
tarries with it freedom and property ; but 
merely by tenancy at will, which produces 
dependance.f It is however obferved that. 

■ 

" * this 

* A barrel of com wis four buiheU. 
t Chalmers, 34, 
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X^is fmall eiicouragenierit gave fomcf prcfent 
content, and the fear of coming to want grad- 
ually dUappieared. ?^ 

About two years after, (1616) a method 
of -grantihg lands in freeholds^ and in lots of. 
fifty acfes, was introduced into Virginia^ 
This quantity was allowed to each perfon 
who came to refide, or brought others to re- 
fide there. The defign of it was to encourage 
immigration; Befide this, there were two 
otha: methods of granting landsw One was 
a grant of m^rit. When any perfon had 
conferred a benefit^ or done a fervice to 
the Colony, it was requited by a grant of 
land which could not exceed two thoufand 
^cres. ^ The other was called the adventure 
of the pur/e^ Every perfon who paid twelve 
^itiea8 into the Company's treafury was en- 
titled to 6n€i hundred acr^Swf 

After foffie time, this liberty of taking 
p-ants was abtrfed ; partly by the ignorance 
arid knkvery 6f furveydrs', who often gave 
draughts of lands without ever actually fur- 
veying thfem ; but defcribing them by nat- 
tiral boundaries, and allowing largcjmeafurc j 
aiid partly by the indulgence of courts, in a 

laviih 

*' ♦ SfcitIi,V32. '- • -'^t Sthh, F39. 
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hvitk admittance bf clakdd. When a iniu 
ter of a (hip came into court, and made oath 
that he had imported himfdtfi with fo many 
H^anten and pafiengers^ an order wad iflUed 
granting him as many rights of fifty acres ; 
and the clerk had a fee for each right. The 
ifianien at another court would make oath^ 
that they had adventured therafelves fbniany 
timiss into the country, and would obtaia ail 
order for a^ niaiiy rights, toties quotiex. The 
planter who bought the imported fcrvants, 
woiiili do the fame, and procure aa order 
for as many times fifty ficres^ Theflzf grants^ 
after being defcribedby thefurveyars,. in the 
abore vague and cardefk manner^ were fold 
at a fiiutll pidce ;^ and,^ whoever was able b> 
purchafe any donfiderable. numbet of them^ 
became entitled to a vafl quaitfity of land* 
By fuch means, the Orig^nalr intention of al*« 
loting a fmalL freehold to eachimmigrant was 
fruflrated; for the adventurets. thexnfelves, 
who reniained oa the fpot, had the leaft 
fhare of the benefit; and thefettlement.of 
the countiy in convenient diflrids was pre- 
cluded.^ ,, Laud ipeculators became pofTefled 
of immeme tracts, too large for cultivation s 

and 

* MS. aag^XjTinjiiiS'acpouat of Virgixvuii.VT^tteu 16970 
page 18- 
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ind the inhabitabnts were fcattfered over a ^eat 
extent of territory in remote and hazardous 
fituatlons. The ill efFe£ts of this difperfion^ 
were infecurityfiiDm the favages j a habit of 
ndolerice ; aii imperfeft mode of cultiva- 
tion ; the iritfodudioii of c6nvi£ts? frorii 

England, arid of flaves froni Africa: 

_ . ; ...... .^ . 'J- 

Tlie fame year {i6i6) Sir Thomas Dale 
iretumed tq England, carrying with him Po- 
cahontas: the wife of Mr. Rolfe,^ and feveral 
other Indians; . The motive of his return, 
was^ to vifit his family ariti fettle his private 
affairs, after having fpent five: or fix years 
iri tlie lervice of the Colony: lie is cliarac- 
terifed aS' an adKvfe, faithfiif GoVefn'of ,* verjr 
carefill t6 provide fiipplies of com; f kthfer by 
t>laritin^ thari by p^tchafe. S6 Itiirch had 
ftiefe fapplies ificrfeafey ' urider hts direftioii, 
that the Colony was able wknd to the In- 
ffiaYi Ptirr<5es, feveral huiidried btffhels of com J 
and take mortgaged of their htnd iii patyifnetit. 
He would allow no tobacco to be planted 
till a fufffciehcy 6f feed-cbrri' was: in the 
ground; He was aifo very affidiious' in rang- 
ing and exploring the country, arid became 
extremely delighted with its pleafant ^n6 

G fertilo' 

* Stith, 140; 



fertile appearance. Hif had fb high aii 
opinldn of it^ diat he declared it eqiial to 
the beft parts of Europe, if it were cultivat- 
ed arid inhabited by an ihdujfrious people; 



iii,rVnJ» -t 



ty SliiCE the foregoing fheets v^tri 
printed, I Tuave found the following 
brief account of Sir George Somerjj, 
mFulter^s Worthies of Englandy^. 2^2. 

^' George Somers, Knight^ was born in or 
near Lyme, in Dorfetihire. He was a lamb 
tipon lan<f ^ and; a lion at fea. So patient, on 
ihore» that few eould anger him i and on 
entering a Ibipy as if he had turned a new 
nature, fo pafliOnate that few could pleafe 
iim.' - [Whitchurch, ilvhere his corpfe was 
depofited, h diftant ttyree miles j&om Lyme.] 
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. ;^Vm. Si.R SAMl^fEL ARGAL. , 
Sir GEORGE YE^BLDLEY. 

\^ E haw no accouni: of Caj^t Aiigal 
before the year 1-609, wh^eci he catne to Vim 
ginia, to fi£h for fturgeon, md trade with 
the Colony, ^is trade was ^en {>rohii>- 
ited ; but, hemg a kinfmaii ti[ Sir Thomats 
tSmith, his ^yage was cotmlved at, and the 
provifione and wine which he brought, werfe 
a welcome «licf to the Colony, He was 
•there when the ^^ataietered fleet, efcaped from 
ihe terap^ft, arrivfed without thdl:r Com- 
manders ; and he krontinued to make voyages 
in the ferviisie of the Colony, and for his owti 
Qtdvantage, 'tiil he was made peputy-Qpy-s 
emor,under Lord Dekwarer- ' 

The principal exploit in which he was 
engaged, was an expediticm to the norther^ 
part of Virginia.* Sir Thomas Dale, hav- 
ing received fome information of the intru- 

fion 

♦ The time of this voyage is not accurately mentfoned ; 
buty-frotti comparing Several dates and t-raniadHons, I think 
(with Mr. Prince) that it muft hare been in the fummer 
pf 1613. Certainly it was before Argal was made Dcp-. 
uty-Govemor, in 1 617, though fome writers have placed 
it after that period. 
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fion of the French and Dutch within th? 
jchart^tcd limits of Virginia, -fent Argal, often-? 
fibly on a trading and fiflaing voyage tp the 

northward ; but with orders to feek for, and 

' ■ - • • ■ . . ^ 

^^ifppffef^llitfuder^ No aoflQunt of hjis force 
is ^eatio»ied by aay w:rite;c.. Having yifited 
federal' parts of ^he c;oaft of North Virginia, 
and ;i(^t^ed :die beft information in his 
power, he arriycd rat : the ifland now called 
Mouat J>e&rt^ i© the Diftria. of Main^ ; 
wher.Qrt5«© Je^iiptg, who had.bQeu expe,Ue4 
front Port Royal, by .the Govjeroor Biencourt, 
fori j:hi^.ij}fol«ice,f:- had laa^ a p^antati<;xn^ 
and buiJi a fort. A JPrenoh ihip and bar/c 

yrejpe t^^Bi iying- iA . the labour. Moft of 
the people we^.e difporfed, at their various 
employinentjS, aia4 w^^ imprep?kred to re- 
ceive an energy* Argal at qnice attacked 
the y^flels with mufq^uetry, and made an 
eafy qonqueft of them. Que of the Jefuits 
y/as feillqd in attempting to level one of the 
ihip's gjins againfl the affailants. Arg^l 
theix landed, and fummoned the fort. The 
Commander requefted time for confultation. 
but it wa§ 4en}ed ; on which the garrifo^ 
abandoned the fort, and, by a private pal^ 

4 

* See Vol. \. page 340. 
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fege, '^fcaped to the .wcx)ds. ' Argal " took 
poffeffiorf4n the name of the Crown of Eng- 
land, ijihd the next day the people c^me in, 

• • • • • ^ 

and fiiTteadercd thenifelves, and their com- 
miffion, or patent. He trailed them with 
politenefe^ • giving them leaye to go either tp 
France, in the fifliing veflels, which rqforted 
jto the. <:oaft, or with him to Virginia. 

The othei: Jefuit, Father Biard, glad of 
9m opportiznity to be revenged on BieAcourt, 
gave information of his fettlement at Port 
Royal, and offered to pilot the veffel thither. 
Argal failed acrofs the Bay of Fundy, and, 
entering the harbour, landed forty men, A 
gun was fired firom thq fort, as a fignal to 
the people who were abroad j but Argal 
advanced with fuch rapidity, that he found 
the fort abandoned, and took poffeflion. 
He then failed up the river with his boats ; 
where he viewed their fields, their barns 
and mill ; thcfe he fpared ; but at his return, 
he deftroyed the fort, and defaced t|ie arms 
of the King of France* 

Biencourt was at this time furveying the 
country at a diftance ; but was called home 
fuddenly, and requefted a conference with 
the Englifh Comigander.^ They met in a 

meadow, 

* PurcIiRS; V. i8o^» 



54 A K Q A L. 

-meadow, with a few ©f their follower 

After 301 ineifedkual aflertioa pf ]%hts,* 

equally claii»e4 by both, Biencoiirt propofed, 

if he iGOuld obtain, a" prote^ipn from the 

Crown of England, an4 get the pbnQxiaus 

. Jefuit into his pofleffion, to. (Jiyide the fur 

!t3rade, and difclpfe the i^vx^s of the country ; 

but Argal refufed to make any treaty, alleg- 

ipig :fhat bis orders .were only to difpoffefs 

iiim^ and threatening^ if he Ihould find him 

there again, to ufe him as an enemy. 

Whilft tl^e;y were in conference, o^e of the 

inatives came up tp them, and. in broken 

■French, with fnitable geftures, endeavoured 

^to.mcdiate a peace ; wondering -that perfons, 

who feemed to him, to he of one nation, 

ihould mdce war on each other. This 

affedting incident ferve4 to put them both 

intp gopd humour. 

As it wa^ a time of :peace between the 
two Crowns, the only pretext for this expe- 
dition, was the intrufion of the French into 
limits claimed by the Englifli, in virtue of 
prior difcovery. ' This mode of difpofleffing 
them has been cenfured^ as ^ contrary to the 
Law of Nations, becaufe inconfiftent with 

* their 

* Stith, 133. 
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their peace.*** ir was^ however, agreeable 

to the powers granted in the charter of 1 609 j 

and even the ftizure 6f the French veflTels, 

cm board- of Which Was a large quantity of 

provifio'nsj fcloathingi fiirniture, and trading 

goodSj was alio warranted by the fame 

charter. There is no evidence that this 

tranfaftibn wasi either approved by the Court 

6f England, or refented by the Crown of 

France j certain it is, hoWeVer, that it made 

-way for k' patent j which King Janfies gave to 

feir William Alex^det, in 1621, by which 

lie granted hini the whole tetritor|r of Aca-^ 

dia, by tite fiame of Nova-Scotia i and yet 

fee Fretieh continued their occuparicy. 

On his^ tieturn toti^^d Virginia, with his 
prizes, Argal vilited the fetdement which the 
Dikch had made at Hudfoh's River, near the 
fpot where Albany is now buikj and demand- 
ed pofleffionj alleging that Hudfon being 
an Englifli fubje(3:y thou^ in. the fervice c£ 
Holland, could not alienate the laads. which 
he had difcovered ; which were claimed 
by the Crown of England, and graated by 
Charter to the Company of Virginia* The 
Dutch Governor, Hendack Chriftiaens, ber 

* C3ialmcrsi 82. 
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ir»^. unable to make any refiftalrtte, qbietiy 
fobmltted himfelf and hiB Colony to the* 
Crb^n of England, and was']^ennkted to re- ^ 
xfeain there. But on the arrival of a rein- 
forcement the neitt year, they b\iilt another 
fort,* on the fotith end of the Ifland Manhat- 
tan; whejfe the chy of New- York now ftands^ 
and Hdd the country for itilny years, under 
d grant from the Statfes-General j by tke name 
cf New Netherlands. 

The next fprihg (1614) Argal went to 
England,* and two years after, Sir Thontas' 
0al6 followed him, leaving George 
YearBlby to govern the Colony in his ab- 
fence. It had been a grand obJe£t with Dale 
to dHcourage the planting of tobacco ; but 
his fticceflbr j lax compliance with the humour 
of the people, indulged theni in cultivating 
k, in preference to" com. When* the Colony 
was fti want of breadj Yeafdley fent to the 
Indiahs^ of Chickahomohy for theit tribute,- 
as' promifed by th6 treaty made with Dale. 
They anftv^ered, that they had paid his maf- 
ter J but that th6y had rib ordefs^ nor any in- 
diriatiori to obey Mm. Yeardley drew out 
one hundred of his beft men, and weni 
againft them. They received him in a war- 
like 



A R G A L^ 57 

like pohixt ; and after much 'threatening on 
both fideSi Yeardley ordered his men to fire^ 
Twelve of the natives were killed, and as 
many were Hxade prifoners, of whom two 
were Elders or Senators. For their ranfbm^ 
one hundred bnfhels of corn were paid, in 
iaddition to the tribute^ Three boats were 
loaded for James-Town, one of which was 
t>verfet fti the paiTage, and eleven men v^ith 
her whole cargo were loft. Tlie natives 
were ib awed by this chaftifement, that they^ 
Supplied the Cdiony with fuch provifions as 
they could fpare from their ovm ftock, or 
jprocure by hunting j and being thus fupplir 
ed, the Colonifts gave themfelves chiefly to 
the planting of tobacco. 

In 1717^ Captsdn Argal was appointed 
Deputy-Gtovemor of the Colony under Lord 
Delaware, and Admiral of the adjacent feas* 
When he arrived, in May, he found the pal- 
ifades broken, the church fallen down, and 
the well of frefh water fpoiled; but, the 
market-fquare and the ftreets of James- 
Town were planted with tobacco,* and the 
people were difperfed, wherever they could 
find room, to cultivate that precious weed ; 

H the 

• Suth, 14& 
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the value of which was foppofed to be mMth 
Augmented by a new mode of cure, drying 
it on Hne^^ rather than fermenting it in 
heaps*^ The author of this difcovety was a 
Mr% Lambert ; and the efFed of it was 
a great demand from England for lines, 
which afterward became a capital artide of 
traffic. 

To counteradi the ill effedls of Ycardley's 
indulgence^ Argal revived the fevere difci* 
|yiine which was grounded on the martial 
iaws, framed by his patron. Sir Thomas 
Smith ; a specimen of which may be feen iil 
the following tdiQ^. He fixed the advance 
^en goodd imported firom England, at twen«» 
ty-five per cent, and the price of tobacco at 
ifiuree fcillings per pound :* the penaky for 
liwnfgreffing this regulation was three yeare 
flavery. No perfon was allowed to fire a 
gun, except in his own defence, againft an 
enemy, till a new fupply of ammunition, 
fhould arrive; on penalty of one year's 
flavery. Abfence fi-om church on Sundays 
and holidays, was puniflied by laying the 
Jisffender neck and heels, for one whole night, 
or by one week's flavery j the fecond offence, 

by 

* Stith, J47. ■: *' 
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by one month's ; and the third by one year's 
(kvery* Private trade with the favages, or 
teaching them the ufc of armSy was puniflxar 
ble by death* 

Thde and fimilar laws were executed 

with fuch rigour, as to render the Deputy* 

Gotemor odious to the Colony. They had 

entertaintd a hope of deliverance, by the ex-* 

peCted arrival of Lord Delaware, who failed 

from England for Virginia (April, i6i8) in 

a large ihip, contailning two hundred people. 

After touching at the Weilem I£lands, a fuc-* 

cefiion of contrary winds, and bad weathei: 

protra^bed the voyage to fixteen weeks, 

during which time, many of ^ the people fell 

iick, and about, thirty died^ among whom 

was Lord Delaware. This fatal news was 

known firft in Virgitua ; but the report of 

ArgaVs injurious conduA had gone to 

England, and made a deep imprefiion, ta 

his difadvantage^ on the minds of his heft 

friends, Beiides a great number of wrongs 

to patticuiar perfdns, be was charged widx 

converting to his own ufe, what remained 

of the public ftores ; with depredation and 

wafte of the revenues of the Company j and 

with many offences in matters of date and 

government. 
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government.' At firft, the Company wcre^ 
fo alarmed, as to think of an application ta 
the crowo, for redref&; but on farther con«^- 
iideration, they wrote a letter of reprehen* 
{ion to him, - and another of complaint ta 
Lord Delaware^ whom they fuppofed to be 
at the head of the Colony, requefting that 
Argal might be fent to England, ta anfwe^ 
the charges laid againfl him. 

Both thefe letters fell into Argars hands^ 
Convinced that hia time was fliort, he deter- 
mined to make the moft of it, for his owa 
intereft. Having affumed the care of his^ 
Lordfhip'is eftate^ in Virginia, he Gonverte4; 
the labour of the tenants, ^ and the produce 
of the land to. his ow|i ufe,. Put Edward 
Brewfter, wha had been appointed overfeer 
of the plantation, by Ids Lordfhip's order 
before hi$ death, endeavoured to withdraw 
them from' Argal's fervice, and employ them 
for the benefit of the eftate. When he 
threatened one, who r^fiifed to obey him, 
the fellow made lus complaint to the Gov-, 
cmor: Brewfter was arrefted, tried by a 
court-martial, and fentenced to death, in 
confequence of the aforefaid laws of Sir 
Thomaa Smith. Seufible of the extreme 

feverity 
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iererity of thefe laws, the court which* had 
pafled the fenteiice, accompanied by the 
dcrgT, went in a body to the Goyemor, to 
intercede &r Brcwfter'a life; which, with 
much difficulty, they obtained, pn this con- 
dition } . that he Ihould quit Virginia, never 
more to return ; and (bould give his oath^ 
that he would, neither in England, nor 
elfwhere, fay or do anything to the dif^ 
honour of the Governor. On his going to 
England, he was adyifed to appeal to tHb 
Company; and the profecution of this ap- 
peal, added to the cc^um which Argal had 
incurred, determined them to fend ov^r a 
new Governor, to examine, the complaints 
and accusations on the fpot 
" The perfon chofen to execute this com- 
Huffion, was Yeardley, his rival, who, on 
this occafion, was knighted, and appointed 
Govempr-General of the Colony, where he 
arrived in the Spring of i6i9,* 

The Earl of Warwick, who was Argal's 
friend, and partner in trade, had taken care 
to give him information of what was doing ; 
and tc^ difpatch a fmall veffel, which arrived 
hcfmi the new Governor, and carried off 

Argal 

* Stith, 154, 
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Argil with all his efie^ks* By this mtliocu* 
▼re, and by virtue of his partnerihip with 
the Earl, he not only efcaped the intended 
anamination^ in Virginia, but fecured the 
greater part of his property, and defrauded 
the Company of that reftittition ivhich they 
had a rig^t to expe€L 

The charader of Capt. Argal, like that of 
moft who were concerned in the cdlonizatioti 
snd government of Virginia, is differently 
drawn. On the one hand, he is fpofcen of 
as a good mariner, a civil gentleman, a maa 
of public fpirit, a£dve, induftrious, and care«^ 
&I to provide for the people, and keep them 
conftantly employed.* On the other hand^ 
he is defcribed as negHgent of the public 
bufmefs, feeking only his own intereft, rapa^ 
cious, paffionate, atbitrary, and cruel ; pufh^ 
iftg his unrighteous gains, by all means of 
eictortioft and oppteffioii. Mr. Stith,t who, 
from the beft information which he could 
obtain, at the diftance of mofe than a ccn- 
turyf by (earching the public records of the 
Colofty, and the jouroals of the Company, 
jtaronounccs him ** a man of good fenfe, of 
great iiiduftry and rcfolution," and fays, that 

" when 

• Smith and Purchas. f Stith, 229, 
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^^ when the Company warned him pere-np- 
torily, to exhibit his accounts, and make 
anfwer to fuch things as they had charged 
againil him, he fo foiled and perplexed all 
their proceedings, and gave them fo much 
trouble and annoyance, that they were never 
able to bring him to any account or pun- 
ifhment/* 

Nothing mote is now known of him, but 
that after quitting Virginia, he was employed 
in 1620, to command a fhip of war, in an 
expedition againft the Algerines ;* and that 
in 1623, he was knighted by King James. 

About the fame time that Lord Delaware 
died at fea, the great Indian Prince, Powhatan^ 
died at his feat in Virginia, (April, 161 8, )f 
He was a perfon of excellent natural talents, 
penetrating and crafty, and a complete matter 
of all the arts of favage policy ; J but totally 
void of truth, juftice, and magnanimity. § 
He was fucceeded by his fecond brother 
Opitchapan j who, being decrepid and inac- 
tive, 

♦ Stith, 184. 

t The fame year is alfo memorable for the death of 
Sir Walter Raleigh, who may be confidered as the 
founder of the Colony of Virginia. See Vol. I. p. 221. 

X Smithy 125. § Stitl^ 154- 
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tive, was foon obfcured by the fupcrlor abil^ 
ities and ambition of his younger brother 
Opechancanough. Both of them renewed 
and confirmed the peace which Powhatan 
had made with the Colony ; and Opechan- 
canough finally engrofled the whole power 
of government j for the Indians do not fo 
much regard the order of fucceflion, as bril- 
liancy of talents, and intrepidity of mind iix 
their chiefs. 

To ingratiate thcmfelves with this Prince 
and attach him more clofely to their intereft^ 
the Colony built an houfe for him, after the 
Englilh mode. "With this, he was fo much 
pleafed, that he kept the keys continually in 
his hands, opening and fhutting the doors 
many times in a day and fhowing the ma- 
chinery of the locks, to his own people and 
to ftrangers. In return for this favour, he 
gave liberty to the Englifh, to feat themfelveSj 
at any places, on the fhores of the rivers, 
where the natives had no villages, and enter- 
ed into a farther treaty with them for the 
difcovery of mines and for mutual fricndfhip 
and defence.* This treaty was at the requeft 
of Opechancanough engraven on a brafe 

plate^ 

* Purchas, v. 1786, 2- 
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plate, and faftened to one of the largeft oaks, 
that it might be always in view, and held in 
perpetual remembrance. 

Yeardley, being rid of the trouble of calling 
Argal to account j applied himfelf to the bufi- 
iiefs of his governm^jnt. The firft thing 
which he did was to add fix new members 
to the Council, Francis Weft, Nathaniel 
Powel, John Pory, John Ralfe, William 
Wickham, and Samuel Maycock. The next 
was to publifh his intention to call a General 
Afferably, the privileges and powers of 
which were defined in his Commiflion, He 
alfo granted to the oldeft planters a difcharge 
from all fervice to the Colony, but fuch as 
was voluntary, of obligatory by the lawS 
and cuftoms of nations ; with a confirmation 
of all their eftates real and perfonal to be 
holden in the fame manner as by Englifh fub- 
jedts. Finding a great fcarcity of corn, he 
made fome amends for his former error by 
promoting the cultivation of it. The firft 
year of his adminiftration (1619) was re- 
markable for very great crops of wheat and 
Indian corn, and for a very great mortality 
of the people ; not lefs than 300 of v/hom 
died* 

I lU' 
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In the month of July of this year, the 
firft General Aflembly of the Colony of Vir- 
ginia met at James-Town.*' The deputies 
were chofen by the towhfhips or boroughs^ 
no counties being at that time formed* From 
this circiimftance the Lower Houfe of Aflem- 
bly was always afterward called the Houfe of 
Burgefles, till the revolution in 1776. In 
this aflembly, the Governor, Council and 
Burgefl^es fat in brie houfe, and jointly *' de- 
bated all matters, thought expedient for the 
good of the Colony." The laws then en- 
a£ted were of the nature of local regulations, 
and were tranfmitted to England for the ap- 
probation of the Treafurer and Compiany, 
It is faid that they were judicioufly drawn 
up ; but rio Veftig6 of them now remains; 

Tlius, at the expiration of twelve years 
from their fettlement, the Virginians firft en- 
joyed the privilege of a Colonial legiflaturCj 
in which they were reprefented by perfons 
of their own ele£kion.f They received as a 

favour, 

* Beverley (p. 35) fays that the firft affembly was called 
in 1620. But Stith, who had more accurately fearched 
the records, fays that tlie firft was in 16191 and the fecond 
in 2620. P. 160. 

t Chalmers, 44. 
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favour, what they might have claimed as a 
right ; an4 with minds deprqffed by the ar* 
bitrary fyftem under ' which they had been 
held, thanked the Company for this favour, 
and begged them to reduce to a compendi- 
um, with his Majefty's approbation, the 
laws of England fuitable for Virginia ; giv- 
ing this as. a reafon, that it was not fit for 
fubjefts to be governed by any laws, but 
thofe which received an authority from their 
Sovereign. 

It feems to have been a general fentiment 
among thefe Colonifts, not to make Virginia 
the place of their permanent refidence, but 
after having acquired a fortune, by planting 
and trade, to return to England.* For this 
reafon, moft of them were deftitute of fami- 
lies, and had no natural attachment to the 
country. To remedy this material defedt, 
Sir Edwin Sandys the new Treafurer, propof- 
ed to the Company to fend over a freight of 
young women, to make wives for the plant- 
ers. This propofal, with feveral others made 
by that eminent ftatefman, was received with 
univerfal applaufe ; and the fuccefs anfwered 
their expcftations. Ninety girls, *^ young 
and uncorrupt," were fent over at one time;"]' 

(1620) 

* Stith, 16^. t Purciias, V. 1783. 
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(1620) and fixty more, " handfome and wcU 
recommended" at another. (1621) Thefe 
were foon blefled with the obje£t of their 
wiflies. The price of a wife, at firft, was 
one hundred and twenty pounds of tobacco; 
but as the number became fcarce, the price 
was increafed to one hundred and fifty 
poun-^s, the value of which in money was 
three ihillings per pound.* By a fubfequent 
adt of aflembly, it was ordained, that " the 
price of a wife fnould have the precedence 
of all other debts, in recovery and payment, 
becaufe, of all kinds of merchandife, this was 
the moft defirable.^'f 

To this falutary project of the Company^ 
King James was pleafed to add another, 
which he fignified to the Treafurer by a let- 
ter ;+ commanding them to fend to Virginia, 
one hundred difTolute perfons, convicted of 
crimes, who fhould be delivered to them by 
the Knight Marfhal. The feafon of the 
year (November) was unfavourable for tranf- 
portation ; but fo peremptory was the King's 
command, and fo fubmiffive the temper of 
the Company, that they became bound for 
the fubfillence of thefe wretches till they 

could 

* Chalmers, 46- f Stith, if>7. % Stith, 167. 
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could fail, which was not till February. The 
expenfe* of this equipment was £4^000. 

On this tranfatfiion, Mr. Stith, who takes 
every opportunity to expofe the weak and 
arbitrary government of King James, makes 
the following remarks. '^ Thofe who know • 
with how high a hand this King fometimes 
carried it even with his Parliaments, will not 
be furprifed to find him thus unmercifully in- 
fult a private company, and load them 
againft all law, with the maintenance and ex- 
traordinary expenfe of tranlporting fuch per- 
fons as he thought proper to banifh. And I 
cannot but remark, how early that cuftom 
arofe of tranfporting loofe and diflblute 
perfons to Virginia, as a place of punifhment 
and difgrace ; which though originally de- 
figned for the advancement and increafe of 
the Colony, yet has certainly proved a great 
hindrance to its growth. For it hath laid 
one of the fineft countries in America under 
the unjuft fcandal of being another Siberia, 
fit only for the reception of malefaftors and 
the vileft of the people. So that few have 
been induced v/illingly to tranfport them- 
felves to fuch a place ; and our younger fiil 
ters, the Northern Colonies, have accordingly 

profited 
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profited thereby. For this is one canfe that 
they have outftrippcd us fo. much in the 
number of their inhabitants, and in the 
goodnefs and frequency of their to\yns and: 



cities." 



In the fame year (1620) the merchandife 
of human flefh, was further augmented, by 
the introdudion of negroes from Africa.* 
A Dutch ftiip brought twenty of them for 
fale ; and the Virginians, who had but juft 
emerged from a ftate of vaffalage themfelves, 
began to be the owners and mailers of flaves. 

The principal commodity produced in, 
Virginia befides com, was tobacco ; an arti- 
cle of luxury much in demand in the north 
of Europe^ Great had been the difficulties 
attending this trade, partly from the jealoufy- 
of the Spaniards, who cultivated it in their 
American Colonies ; partly from the obfe- 
quioufnefs of James to that nation j and 
partly from his own fqucamifh averfion to 
tobacco, againft the ufe of which, in his 
princely wifdom, he had written a book.f 

The 

* Beverley, p. 35. 

t This book IS entided " A Counterblaft to Tobacco," 
and is printed in a folio volume of the works of King 
James. In" this curious work he compares the fmoke of 
tobacco to the fmoke of the bottomlcfs pit ; and fays it is 
only proper to regale the devil after dinner. 
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The Virginia Company themfelves were 
oppofed to its cultivation, and readily admit- 
ted various projects for encouraging other 
produdions, of more immediate ufe and ben* 
efit to manldnd. As the country naturally 
yielded mulberry-trees and vines, it was 
thought that filk and wine might be nianu- 
fadtured to advantage. To facilitate thci'c 
projects, eggs of the filk-worm were procur- 
cd from the fouthem countries of Europe ; 
books on the fubjedl were tranflated from 
foreign languages; perfons ikilled in tlic 
managem^ent of filk-worms and the culuv a- 
tion of vines were engaged ; and, to crown all, 
a royal order from King James, enclofcd in a 
letter from the Treafurer and Council, was 
fent over to Virginia, with high expeclaiions 
of fuccefs. But no exertions nor authority 
could prevail, to make the cultivation of to- 
bacco yield to that of filk and wine ; and 
after the trade of the Colony was laid open 
and the Dutch had free accefs to their ports, 
the growth of tobacco received fuch encour- 
agement, as to become the grand ftaple of the 
Colony. 

At this time, the Company in England was 
divided into two parties ; the Earl of War- 
wick 
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wick was at the head of one, and the Earf 
of Southampton of the other. The former 
was the leaft in number, but had the ear and 
fupport of the King ; and their virulence 
was directed againft Yeardley, who had inter- 
cepted a packet from his own Secretary, Pory, 
containing the proofs of Argal's mifcondufl:, 
which had been prepared to be ufed againft 
him at his trial ; but which the Secretary had 
been bribed to convey to his clofe friend the 
Earl of Warwick. The Governor, being a 
man of a mild and gentle temper, was fo 
overcome with the oppofition and menaces 
of the fadiion, which were publickly known 
in the Colony, that his authority was weak- 
ened, his fpirits deje£led, and his health im- 
paired to that degree that he became unlit 
for bufuiefs, and requefted a difmifEon from- 
the cares of government. His commiflion 
expired in November, 162 1, but he continu- 
ed in the Colony, was a member of the 
Council, and enjoyed the refpedt and cfteem- 
of the people. 

During this fhort adminiftration, many 
new fettlements were made on James and 
York rivers, and the planters being fupplied 

with wives and fervants, began to think 

ihemfelvco 
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■hemfclves at borne, and to take plcafure in 
cultivating theii lands ; but they negledcd ~ 
' tu provide for their defence, placing too^ 
great confidence iu the continuance of that 

anquillity which they had long enjoyed by 

h^ treaty with the Indians. 
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XIX. Sir FRANCIS WYAT. 

"When sir George Yeardley re* 
queftcd a difmiflion from the burden of 
government, the Earl of Southampton rec- 
ommended to the Company Sir Francis 
Wyat, as his fucceflbr. He was a young 
gentleman of a good family, in Ireland,* 
who, on account of his education, fortune 
and integrity, was every way equal to the 
place, and was accordingly chofcn.f 

He received from the Company a fet of 
inftrudtions, which were intended to be a 
permanent diredlory for the Governor and 
Council of the Colony, In thcfe it was 
recommended to them, to provide for the 
fervice of God, according to the form and 
difcipline of the Church of England ; to 
adminifter juftice according to the laws of 
England ; to proted the natives, and culti- 
vate peace with them j tc educate their 
children ; and to endeavour their civilization 
and converfion ; to encourage induftry ; tc 
fupprefs gaming, intemperance, and excefs 
in apparel ; to give no offence to any other 

prince, 

* Stitli, 187. t Hazard, Vol. L 232. t Stfih, 195. 
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prince, State, or people ; to harbour no 
pirates ; to build fortifications ; to cultivate 
corn, wine, and filk ; to fearch for minerals, 
dyes, gums, and medicinal drugs; and to 
^ draw off the people from the exceflivc 
planting of tobacco." 

Immediately on Wyat's arrival, (October, 
i 1621) he fent a fpecial meffagc to Opitcha- 

:^^ pan arid Opechancanough, by Mr. George 
Tliorpe, a gentleman of note in the Colony, 
and a great friend to the Indians, to confirm 
the former treaties of peace and friendfhip. 
They botU expreffed great fatisfa£tion at the 
arrival of the new Governor ; and Mr. 
Thorpe imagined that he could perceive an 
uncommon degree of religious fenfibility in: 
Opechancanough. That artful chief fo far 
itnpofed on the credulity of this good gen- 
tleman, as to perfuade him that he acknowl- 
edged his own religion to be wrong ; that 

y he defired to be inftrudted in the Chriftian 
doctrine, and that he wiihed for a more 
friendly and familiar intercourfe with the 
Englifh. He alfo confirmed a former prom-^ 
ife of fending a guide to Ihew them fome 
mines above the falls. But all tliefe pre- 
tences ferved only to conceal a defign which 

he 
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he had long meditated, to deftroythe whole 
Englifti Colony. 

The peace which had fubfifted fince the 
Inarri^^ge of Pocahontas had lulled the En- 
glifh into fecurity, and difpofed them to ex- 
tend their plantations ^ong the banks of the 
rivers, as far as the Potpwmack,* ii^ fitua- 
tions too remote from each other. Their 
houfes were open and free to the natives^ 
who became acquainted with their manneif 
of livings their hours of eating, of labour 
' and repofe, the ufe of their arms and tools, 
and frequently borrowed their boats, for the 
convenience of fifhing and fowling, and to 
pafs the rivers. This familiarity was pleaf- 
ing to the Englifh, as it indicated a fpirit q{ 
moderation, which h^id been always recom- 
piended, by the Company in Englapd, to the 
planters; and, as it afforded a favourable 
lymptom of the civilization and converfion 
of the natives ; but by them, or their leaders, 
it was defigned to conceal the moft fanguin- 
ary intentions. 

In the fpring of the next year, (1622) ar^ 
opportunity offered, to throw off the malk of 
friendfhip, and kindle their fecret enmity in- 
to a blaze. Among the natives who frequent- 

^ Beverley, 39. 
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^.^ ly Tifited the Englifli, was a tall, handfome, 
young chief, renowned for courage and fuc- 
^ pefs in war, and exceffively fond of finery in ^.T^ 

m drefs. His Indian name was Nematanow ; 

~ but by the EngUih he was called, Jack of the 
Feath er. Coming to the ftore of one Morgan, 
he there viewed feveral toys and ornaments, 
wnich were very agreeable to the Indian* 
taftc ; and perfuaded Morgan to carry them ^ 
to Pamiinky, where he ^ured him of an ^ 
p^ndvantagepiis traffic. Morgan confented to ^^^ 
go with him ; l|vit was murdered by the way. '"' 

In a few days, Nematanow came again to -c^ 
the ftore, with Morgan's cap on his head ; ' 

tand being interrogated by two ftout lads, 
who attended there, what was become of 
^^, their mafter, he anfwered that he was dead. 
It The boys feized him, and endeavoured to 
f- carry him before a magiftrate ; but his vio- 
If lent refiftance, and the infolence of his Ian- 
# guage, fo provoked them, that the)*- fhot him* 
The wound proved mortal ; and when dy- 
ing, he eameftly requefted of the boys, that 
Jf the manner of his death might be concealed 
from his countrymen, and that he miglit be 
privately buried among the Englifh. 

As 
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: fix were members of the CounciL None of 
J. thefe were, more lamented thaii Mr. George 
^ ^^«. Thorpe. This gentleman was one of the 
^ beft friends of the Indians, and had beeh^ 
earneftly concerned in the bufmefs of iri- 

ilni£ting 

2. At Mafter Thomas Sheffield's plantation^ three 
miles frotH the Falling Creek, himfelf and twelve 
others, - i - - „ jy 

9, At Henrico lilands, two miles £h)xn Sheffield's 
plantation, - . - - - - 6 

4. Slain of the College j5eoj)lc, twenty ixiiles from 
Henrico, - ... - ^ - - ij 

.5. At Charles City, and of Captain Smith's men, 5 

6. At the next adjoining plantation^ - - 8 

7. At William Farrar's houfe, - - 10 
^. At Brickley Hundred, fifty miles from Charles 

City, Mafter George Thorpe and ten more, 1 1 

9. At Weftover, a mile from Brickley, • a - 

lb. At Mafter John Weft*s plantation, - - i 

11. At Captain Nathaniel Weft's j^lantatidnj z 

12. At Richard Owen's honfe, himfelf and fix more, 7 
1*3. At Lieutenant Gibbs's plantation, « - 12 
14. At Mafter Owen Macar's houfe, himfelf and 

three more, - - - -i 4 ^ 

z;. . At Martin's Hundredi feren miles from James 

City, ----- 73 
x6. At another place, • « - - 7 

17. At Edward Bonit's plantation, - - 50 

; 18. At Mafter Watcrs's houfe, himfclfand four more, 5 
19. At Apamatuck's River, at Mafter Perce's plan- 
tation, five miles from the College, - - 4 
2Pk At Mafter Maycock's dividend. Captain Samuel 
Maycock and four more,-... .1. . - - 5 
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^rudting and evangelizing them; He had 
left a handfome eilate, and an honourable 
employment in England, and was appointed 
chief Manager of a plantation and a feini-". 
nary, defigned for the maintenance and edu- 
cation of young Indians, in Virginia* He 
had been remarkably kind and generous to 
them ; and it was by his exertion, that the 
houfe was built^ in which Opechancanough 
took fo much pleafure. Juft before his death, 
he was warned of his danger, by one of his 
fcrvants, who immediately made his efcape ;* 

but 



ix. At Flowerda rfandrcd. Sir CJeorge Ycardlcj's 

plantatioxiy - - • - 6 

22. On the other fide oppofite to xt^ ^ . 7 

23. At Matter Swinhow^s houfe, himfelf and feven 
more, - - - - - 8 

14. At Mafter William Bifckar's Houfe^ himfclf and 

'^ four more, - - - . . j 

25. At Weanock, of Sir George Veardlcy's people, 2 1 

«6. At Powel Brooke, Captain Nathaniel Powcl and 

^' ttl^ve more, - - - *• 13 

27. At Sonthaxnpton Hundred, . . • ^ 

i' 28. At Martin's Brandon Hundre^d, - * 7 

29. At Captain Henrj Spilman's houfe, ^ 2 

30. At Enfign Speiice's houfe, - - . ^ 

31. At Mafter Thomas Perfe*s Houfe, hj Mulberry 
Ifland, himfelf and four more, . » 5 

The vixolf nttmoer, 34^ 
* Smith, X4;. 
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but yti Thorpe would not believe that they 
intended him aiiy harm, atid thus fell a vic- 
tim to their fury* His corpfe was manjgled 
and abufed, in a manner too Rocking to be 
related^ 

One efFedc of this inalfacr^ tvas the ruin 
of the iron-worksj at Falling-Creek, where 
the deftru£tion was fo complete, that, ojf 
twenty-four people, only a boy and girl 
efcaped by hiding themfelves.* The fuper-' 
intendant of this work had difcovered a vein 
of lead ore, which he kept to himfelf ; but 
made, ufe of it, to fupply himfelf and his 
ftiends with fhoL The knowledge of this 
was loft by his death for many years. It 
was again found by Colonel Byrd, and again 
Ipft» The place was a third time found by 
John Chifwell ; and the mine is now, or has 
been lately, wrought to advantage. 

Another confequence of this fatal eyent, 
was an order of the Government, to draw to- 
gether the remnant of the people into a nar- 
row compafs. Of eighty plantations, all 
were abandoned but Hxy'f which lay contigu- 

ous, 

* BeverlcjT, 45* . f Purcha*, v. I792. 
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ous^ at the lower part of James Riven* The 
owners or overfeers of three or four others 
refufed to obey the order, aj^d entrenched 
themfdyos, mounting cannon for their de^ 
fence, f 

The next effed: was a ferocious wan The 
Indians were hunted like beafts of prey, and 
as many as could be found were deflxoyed 
But as they were very expert in hiding 
themlelves and efcaping the purfuit, the En* 
gUfti refolved to diffemble with them in their 
own wayt t To this they were further im» 
pelled \>y the fear of famine. As feed-time 
came on, both Hdes (hou^t it neceflary to 
relax their hoftile operations and attend to 
the buiinefs of planting. Peace was then oC- 
fcred by die Englifh, and accepted by the In* 

dians ; 

* The ftx plantations, to which the GoTcnunent or- 
dered the peq>]e to redre, were ; 

Shirley Hundred, Paipiha, 

Flowerda Hundred^ Ki<}Uotan, 

Jatne^-Town^ Southampton. 

f Thofe perfons who refofed to obey the order, were r 

Mr, Edward Hill, at Elizabeth City. 

Mr. Samuel Jordan, at Jordan's Point. 

Mr. Daniel Gookin, at Newport News. 

Mrs. Proftor, a gentlewoman of an heroic fpirit, de- 
fended her plantation a month, till the officers of the 
Colony obliged her to abandon it. 

t Keith, 139, 
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dians ; but, .when the com began to grow, 
the Englifh fuddeiily attacked the Indialis in 
their fields, kdlled many of them, and deftroy-- 
€d their cora. The fummcr was liich a 
feafon of confufion that a fuflSciency of food 
could not be obtained, and the people were 
reduced tp great ftraits. 

The unrelenting feverity with which 
this war. was profecuted by the Virginians 
againfl: th^ Indians, tranlpaltted mutual abhor^ 
rence tp the pofterity of both ; and procured 
to the former the name of *^ the long knife,'* 
by which they are ftill diftinguifhed iici th<^ 
hieroglyphic language of the natives. 

Though a general permiffion of relidence 
had^been given by Powhatan j and his fuccef- 
iprs, to the Colonifts ; yet they rather afibiJU?, 
ed to confider the country as acquired by dif- 
covery or conqueft j* and both thefe ideaa 
were mucl^ favoured by the Englifh court, :ji 

The 

♦ Chaln)ers,i|§, 68, 

f. Mr. Jeff(?rfcm, in hU Notes on Virginia, (p. 153) ob- 
ferves, " That the lands of this country were taken froip 
them by conqueft is not fo general a trutji as is fuppofed. I ^ 
find in our hiftorians and records, repeated prpofs of pur- 
<;bafes, which cover a conGdcrable part of the lower country ; 
and many more would doubtlefs be found on further fearch, 
The upper country^ we know has been acqpre^ ^Itogethi 
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"Hie «ivilizieLtid!i of tKc AatiVcs was a very de^ 
firable c^je€fc*; but thofeVho knew thein 
b^fti thought diat they could not be civilized 
Hll Aey were firll fubduedj* or till their 
Priefts w«e deftroyed-f 
" It is certain that many jpious and charitable 
perfons in England were very warmly inter- 
efted in tijeir conyerfion. Money and books, 
church plate and other furniture were liber- 
ally contributed. A college was in a faur 
Way d£ being founded ; to the fupport of 
which, lands were appropriated and brought 
into a ftate of cultivation. Some few inftan- 
ees of the influence of goipel principles on 
the favage mind, particularly Pocahontas and 
Chanco, gave f^iguine hope of fuccefs ; and 
even the maflacre did nqt abate the ardor of 
that hope, in the minds of thofe who had in- 
dulged it. The experience of almoft two 
centuries has not extinguifhed it j and, how- 
ever difcouraging the profpedk, it is beft for 
the caufe of virtue that it never ftiould be 

abandoned. 

cr by purchafes, made in the moft iinezceptionable form." 
A more particular account of the carlieft purchafes, is dct 
firable, fpecifying the date, the extent ^nd the compenfa- 
txon. 

* Smith, 'X47. t Stith, 233, 
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jibandoBed, -There may te fame j&uit, which 
though not fplendidqor exteafiv^ yet may 
d^rrefppnd with the genius of a religion, 
which is comparedjby it^ Author^ to ** leaven 
hid in the meal/' Th^ power pf evangelical 
truth on the human mind, mud not be con- 
£dered »8 void of reality, becs^ufe not expofed 
to public obijprvation^ 

When the news of the maflacre was curi^ 
cd to England, the Governor and Colony 
were confidered as fubjefts of blame, by thofe 
veity perfons who had always enjoined them 
to treat the Indians with mildnefs. Howev*^ 
fir, fhtps were difjpatched with a fupply of 
provifions, to which the Corporation of Lon^ 
Hon as well as feveral perfons of fortune 
largely contributed. The King lent them 
twenty barrels of powder, and a quantity of 
ttnjerviceable arms from the Tower, and 
promt/id to levy four hundred foldiers, in the 
feveral Counties of England, for their protec- 
tion ; but though frequently folicited by the 
Company in England, and the Colony in 
Virginia, he, never could be induced to fulfil 
this promife. 

The calamities which had befallen the Col- 
ony, and the diflepfions which had agitated 

the 
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ttic Company,, became fudi topics bf coiri- 
plaint, aiid were fo reprefentcd to the King 
and his Privy Council, tliat a commiflion 
tvas iflued, under the great feal, to Sir Wil- 
liam Jones, Sir Nicholas Fortcfinie, Sir Fran^ 
CIS Gofton, Sir Richard Sutton^ Sir William 
Pitt, £Sr Henry Bduchier, and Sir Henry 
Spilman, or any four of them, to inquire into 
all matters refpeflting Virginia^ from the be- 
ginning of its fettlement 

' To enable them to carty on this inquiry,, 
alTthe books and papers of tfie Company, 
■were ordered into tte cuftody of the Com«s 
miflioners j their l>eputy-Treafurer was ar-s 

refled and confined; and^ all letters which. 

' ■ • _' * ■ 

fliould arrive from the Colony, were, by the 
King's command, to be intercepted Thii 
wats a very difcomaging irttrodufidon to the 
bufmefs, and plainly ihowed not only the ar^ 
bitnuy difpofidon of the King j biit the turn 
which would be ;^ven to the inquiry. On 
the arrival of a Ihip from Vir^nia,* her 
packets were fcized^ and laid before the Privy 
Gouricil. 

The tranfadlions of thefe Commiffioners 
w^e always kept concealed ; but die refolt 

of 

* Stith, 298. ■ - 
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o£ them was made, known by an order of 
Council, (0<5iQberJ 1623) which fet forthj; 
**"That his Majefty having taken into his 
•* princely eonfidejratlon the diflxeflbd ftate of 
** Virginia, occafioned by the ill government 
** of the Company, had refolved by a new 
*' Charter, to appoint a Governor and twelve 
** Affiftants to refidc in England ; and ^ 
" Governor with twelve Affiftants to refide 
in Virginia ; the former to be nominated 
by his Majefty in Council, the latter to be 
nominated by the Governor and Affiftants 
in England, and to be approved by the 
King in Council ; and that all proceedingfe 
•^fliould be ftibjeflt to the royal diredion.'* 

The Company was ordered to aflemble and 
fefolve whether they would fubmit, and rc- 
fign their charter ; and in default of fuch. 
fubmiffion, the King fjgnified his determinar- 
tjon to proceed for recalling their charter, in 
fuch manner as to him fliould feem meet. 
, This arbio^ary mandate fo aftonii];ied the 
Company ,^ that when they met, it was rea4 
over three, times, as if they had diftrufte^ 
their own ears** .Then a long filence en- 
fued ; and when the queflion was called foft 

twenty-fix 

* Stltb, 304. 
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{wenty^x only voted fijr a furrender, and 
Che hundred and twelve declared againfl: it. 
Thefe proceedings gave fuch an alarm to 
all who were concerned in the plantation or 
trade of the Colony, that fome fhips which 
were preparing to fail were flopped; but 
the King ordered them to proceed ; declar- 
ing that the change of government would 
injure no man's property. At the fame 
time he thought it proper to appoint Com- 
iniffioners to go to Virginia, and inquire in- 
to the ftate of the Colony. Thefe were Sir 
John Harvey, afterward Governor, John Po- 
ry, who had been Secretary, Abraham Percy^ 
Samtiel Matthews, and John Jefierfon** The 
fubje£ts of their inquiry were "How "many 
plantations there be ; which of them be pub- 
lic and which private; what people, men 
women and children, there be in each planta- 
tion; what fortifications, or what place is 
befl to be fortified ; what houf^s and how 
many j what cattle, arms, ammunition and 
ordnance ; what boats and barges ; what 
bridges and public works ; how fhe Colony 
ftandeth in refpeG: of the favages ; what 
hopes may be truly conceived of the planta-*^ 
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tkoa and the meaxjs to attain thefe hopes. 
The Governor and Council of Virginia 
were ordered to kffotd their beft affiftance 
to the Commiffiotters ; but no copy of their 
ittftrutJlions was deliveAd to them. 
■ ' After the departure of the Commiffioners, 
a writ of ^0 Warrant was iffued by the 
Court of King's Bench againft the Company 
(November lo, 1623) and upon the repre- 
feptation of the Attorney-General that node- 
fence could be made by the Company with** 
Oflut their books and their Deputy-Treafurer, 
!!ie latter was liberated and the former vrere 
reftored. The re^efivcry of them to the 
Frivy Council was protra6kcd, till the Clerks 
irf the Company had tidten copies of them.* 
"*lli the beginning of 1624 the Commif^ 
i^iiaers arrived in Virginia, and a General 
Ailembly was called, not at their requeft; 
for they kept all their defigns as fecret as pot 
fible. But notwithllanding all the precau- 

tions 

* Thde copies were depolited in the hands of the Earl 
OtiSouthainpt(m; and after his death, which happened in 
t6*4> dcibended to his fon. After his death in 1 667, they 
iB§fax purchafed of his Executors for iixty guineas, by Col. 
Byr^, of Virginia, then in England. From thefe copies, 
and from the Records of the Colony, Mr. Stith compiled 
his Hiftory of Virginia ; which extends no further than 
the year 1624. Prf/hce^ p. ri. 
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tlpns which had been taken, to prevent tlie 
Colony from getting any knowledge of the 
proceedings in England, they were by this 
time, well informed of the whole, and had 
copies of feveral papers which had been ex-* 
hibited againfl: theiru 

The Aflembly, which met on the 14th of 
February,* dre^y up anfwers to what had 
been alleged, ia a fpirited and maflerly flyle ; 
and appointed John Porentis, one of the 
Council, to go to England as their agent, to 
folicit the caufe of the Colonyr . This gen- 
tleman unhappily died on lii$ paflage ; but 
their petition to the King and their addrefs 
to the Privy Couijicil were dplivcred, in which 
they requefted that in caie of a chfmge of the 
Government they might not agaki fall into 
the power of Sir Thomas Smith, or his 
confidents j that the Governors fent over 
to them might not have abfolute authority, 
but be refbrained to a£t by advice of Couu;* 
dl ; and above all, that they might " have 
the liberty of General Affemblies, than 
which nothing could more conduce to the 
public latisfadion and utility/' They com* 
plained that the fliort continuance of their 

Governors 

• Stitb, 305. 
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Governors had been very diladvantageous* 
** The firft year they were raw and inexp&r 
rienced^ and generally in ill health, through 

a change of climate. The fecond, they be- 

* • • • 

gan to underftand fomothing of the affairs 
of the Colony ; and the third, they were 
preparing to return." , 

To the honour of Governor Wy at, it is ob- 
ferved, that he was very aftive, and joined 
nioft cordially in preparing thefe petitions ;* 
and wiay very far from defirihg abfolute and 
inordinate power, either in himfelf or in fu- 
ftire Governors. " - 

The Affembly was very unanimous in their 
proceedings, arid intended, like the CommiC- 
fioners, to keep them fecret. But Pory, who 
had longT)ecn verfed in the arts of corrupt 
tion,'found mfcans to obtain copies of all their 
a£ls. Edward Sharpies, Clerk of the Coun- 
cil, was afterward conyi<9:ed of bribery and 
breach of truft ; for ^hich he was fentenced 
to the pillory, and loft one of his cars. 

The Commiffion^rs. finding that things 
were going in the Affembly contrary to their 
wifhes, refolved ' to open fome of their pow- 
crs with a view to intimidate them ; and then 

endeavoured 

• Stith, 315. 



endeavoured to draw them into an^^xpUcit^ 
fubmiffipn to the revocation of their Charter : 
But the Affembly had the wifdom and firm- 
nefs to evade the propofal, by requeiling tq 
fee the whole extent of tjieir cpmmifTio]^- 
This being denied^ they anfwere^^ that wheg^ 
the furrender of their Charter fhoui^ be de- 
manded by authority, it would be time 
enough to make a reply. 

' The laws enadted by this AiTembly are thq 
oldeft which are to be found intherecord^ 
of the Colony^ They contain many wife 
and good provifions.* One of them is equiv* 
alent to a Bill of Rights ^ defining the powera 
of the Governor, Council, ^d Afiembly^ 
and the privileges of the people, with regard 
to taxes, burdens and perfonal ferviccs.f. 
The twenty-fecond of March, the day of the 

^maiiacrc, 

* Stith, 319—32:?. 

f At this time women were fcarce and much m rcqucft, 
end it xi^as common for a wcman to conne6k herfelf with 
inore than one man at a time ; by which means great uxi^ 
cafmefs arofc between private pcrfonsy and mnch trouble 
to the Government. It was therefore ordered " That ev- 
ery miniftcr (hoiild give notice in his church, that wlraf 
jnan or woman foever, (hould. life any word or* fpeech# 
tending to a contradt of marriage tc two fevcral pcrfons at 
one time, although not precife and legal, fhould either un- 
(dergo corporal punifhment, of pay a fme, according to the 
4ua)it7 of the cff^der.*' Stiih, 332. 
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naaflacire, was ordered to be folemnized as a 
day of devotion* 

Whilft thefe thing* were doing in the Gol* 
ony, its enemies in England were endeavour- 
ihg, by means of fome perfons who had re- 
ttimed from Virginia, to injure the charafter 
of the Governor; but he was fufficiently 
vindicated, by the teftimony of other perfons, 
who aflerted, on their own knowledge, the 
tiprightneis of his proceedings, and declared 
upon their honour and confckace, that they 
efteemed him juft and {incere^> free from all 
ebmiption and private views. As he had 
requdted leave to quit the Government at 
the expiration of his G>mmiflion, the Com* 
pstiiy took up the matter ; and when Sir 
Samuel' Argal was nominated as a candidate 
iii com|()edtioii with him, there appeared l)ut 
eight votes in his favour, and fixty-nine fof 
the continuance of Wyat. 

r The Parliament affcmbled in February, 
1624, and the Company finding themfelves 
too weak to rcfift the encroachment^ of a 
Prince, who had engroffed almoft;tbe whole 
power of the State, applied to the Houfe of 
Commons Yor proteftion. Ilie King was 
highly offended at this attempt, and fent a 

prohibitory 



prohibitory letter to the Speaker, which wasr 
BO fooner read, than the Company's petition 
was ordered to be withdrawn. 

Howevo: fmgular this interference on ^ 
one hand, and compliance on the otibib: may 
now appear, it was ufual at that time for the 
King to impofe his nuuidates, and fcMr the 
Commons,* who knew not the extent of 
their own rights, to obey ; though not with- 
out the ammadverfions of the moft intelli* 
gent and zealous members. The royal pi^ 
rogative was held inriolably facred, till the 
indifcretions of a fubfequent reign reduced it 
to an ohje£t of contempt. In this infbincey 
the Commons, iio^ever paiEve in their fub« 
miflion to tibie Crown, yet fhewed their re- 
gard to the in^ereft of the compUunants as 
well as of the nation, by petitioning 'the King 
that no tobacco ihould be imported, but of 
the growth of the Colonies, f To this James 
confented, and a Proclamadon was ifliied 
accordingly. 

The CommifEoners, on their return from 
Virginia, reported to the King,| ^ that the 
people fent to inhabit there were moft of 
them, by ficknefs, famine and maflacres of the 

favages, 

* Chalmers, 66. f Hazard, L 198. 

X Hazard I. 190. 



fe-^ges, dead ; that thofe who wefe imng 
were iii neceflhy arid want, and in continual 
danger from the favageS ; but that the coun- 
try* itfdf appeared to be fruitful, and to thofe 
whiD had refided there fome time, healthy; 
that if irtdiiftry were ufed, it Would produce 
divefs ftiplc commodities, though for fixteen 
years pad, it had yielded few br none ; that 
this negledt muft fall on the Governors and 
Company, who had power to diredt the pkn- 
tations ; that the faid plantations were of 
great importatice, arid would remain a lafting 
fnonument to pofterity of his Majefty's moft 
gracious and happy government, if the fame 
Were profeeuted ta thofe ends for which they 
were fiirft undertaken ; that if the provifions 
And iitftruiaions of the firft Charter ( 1 606) 
had beeii purfued, much better effedt had 
beeil produced than by the alteration thereof 
into fo popular a courfe, arid among fo many 
hands as it then was, which caufed much 
confufion and contention." 

On this report, the King, by a proclama- 
tion, (July 15) fuppreffed the meetings.of the 
Company ; and^ till a more perfed fettlement 
could be made, ordered a Committee of the 
Privy Council to fit every Thurfday, at the 

houfe 
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houfe of Sir. Thomas Smith for condudblng 
thje affairs of the Colony.* Soon after, viz* 
in Trinity term, the: ^o Warranto was 
brought to trial, ipi the Court of King's 
Bench ; judgment was given againft the Com- 
pany, and the Charter was vacated* 

This was the end of the Virginia Compa^ 
lay, one of the moft public fpirited foeieties 
which had ever been engaged in fuch an un<»* 
dertaking;f Mr. Stith, who had fearched 
aU their records and papers, concludes his 
hiftory by obferving that they were "gen- 
tlemen of very noble, clears ajid difinterefted 
views, willing to ijpend much of their time 
and money, and did a&ually expend more 
than ^100,000 of their own fortunes, with- 
out any profpeft of prefent gdti or retribu-* 
tipn, in advancing atx enterprize which, they 
conceived to be of very great coxifequence 
to their country.*' 

No fooner was the Company diflbhred, 
than James ifliied a new Gommiffion (Auguft 
1 6 ) for the gp vernment erf the Colony. In 
it„ the hiftory of the plantation was briefly 
recited. Sir .Francis Wyat was continued 
Governor, with eleven Afliftants or Counfel* 

N lors, 

* Stithr 329- f Ibii, p. 330* « 
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lors, Francis Weft, Sir George Yc!ardfey, 
George Sandys, Roger Smith, Ralph Hatn^ 
Or, who had been of the former Council,* 
^vith the addition of John Martin, John Har- 
Vey, Samuel Matthews, Abrahafm Percy, 
Ifaac Madifon, and William Claybbme. The 
Governor and Council were appointed dur- 
ing the King's f>leafurej 1;^ith authority to 
rule the Colony, and punifh offenders, as fully 
us any Governor and Council might have 
done. No Affembly was mentioned or al- 
lowed, becaufe the King fuppofed, agreeable 
to the report of the GommiffioriersJ that " fo 
jpopular a courfe" was one caufe of the late 
talamities ; arid he hated the exiftence of 
fuch a body within any part of his domin- 
ions, efpecialiy when they were difpofed to 
Inquire into their own rights, and redrefs the 
grievances of the people. 

After the death of James, which happened 
on the 27th of March, 1625, his fon and fuc- 
ceflbrj Charles, iffued a proclamation,f ex- 
^reffing his refolution, that the Colony and 
Goveiftimcnt <£ Virginia fhould depend im- 
inediately on himfelf, without the interven- 
tion of any commeircial company. He alfb 

followed 

• H*aat4/l-i89. f I^^i ^ 203. 
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followed the example of his father, in making 
np ^eotiQa of a RepreienUtiye AiTembly^ in 
any of his fubfequent commiffions. 

Goveraor Wyat, on th? .death of his fa- 
ther, Sir GcQ]Cge Wyat^* luving retur;ied to 
Ireland, the government of Virginia fell 
again into the hajjds of Sir George Yeard- 
ley. 3ut^ his death happening witliin. the 
year 1626^ be was fucceeded by Sir John 
Harvey. 
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'XX. BARTHOLOMEW QQSNpLD* 
MARTIN PRINfe. ' 
BARTHOLOMEW GILBEIIT, 
GE0R:GE WElriviOUTH. 

X, HE vpjages m^de to America, by 
thefe nayigaitop, in t}ie beginning of the fev- 
cnteenth century, may be confidfered as the 
leading fteps to the colonization of New- 
England. Excepting the fifhery at New- 
foundland, the Europeans were at that time 
in actual ppffeffion of no plrt or North- 
America ; though the EnglUh claimed a right 
to the wholp, by virtue of prior difcoyery. 
The attempts which Raleigh had made, to 
colonize the fputhem part of th^^ territory, 
called Virginia, had failed ; but he and his 
affociates enjoyed an exclufive patent from 
the Crown of England, for th? whole coaft j 

and 

*^ The account (>( Goftiold'? voyage and difcovery, in 
the firll volume of this work, is fo erroneous, from the 
mifinformation which I had received, that I thought it 
heft to urrite the whole of it anew. The former mi ft akes 
are here correifled, partly from the beft information which 
I could obtain, after the moft arduous inquiry ; but priq- 
cipally firojn viy o^n ohfirvations^ on the fpot ; compared 
with tlae journal of the voyage more critically examined 
than before. 



ftnd thdfe adventurers obtained a-licenfei "uh^ 
dferlhis HilrtKt^tyi td^malcb'tliieirTbi^es^aftd 
fetdements. • ■ " ; • ^' ^ ' -■ • 

Bartholomew Gosnold was art ac- 
live, intrepid,' afid feiperiie'nced iriarinei', in 
the weft of England.* He Had Tail^ itt bhe 

of the fliips employed ty Raleigh, f6 yir- 
ciriia*: and was convinced that thelfe iiitift 
be a fliorter and fafer way', acrols the At- 
lantici than the if fual route, 'by the^Cahaflei 
an4 the'Weft-liidia Iflandi' ' ' At V^oft: CXr 
j^ejafe he undertook his voyai^d;to tKe'jni'6fth- 
cfh part of Virginia, does not appear; h%t 
that it wa§ with the approbation of Sir WaU 
tcr Raleigti and his aflbciafes, is ^evident from 
an' account of the voyage which was prefent- 
cdto him.t : A.^;. .- 

On the 26th of March, 1602, Gofnold 
/ailed from Falmouth, J in a fmall barlc^ the 
tonnage of which is not mentioned, carrying 
thirty-two perfons, of whom eight were 
Baariners.§ The defjgn of the voyage was 

to 

* Q^th, 35, 48. Oldsiixony I. 2 £8, 
t Purchas, v. 1651. :j: Ibid, 1647. 

nil. liXfA' ■ '". ■ 

§ The names of the perfons who vent in this voyage, as 
fsur as I can colle^k them, are as follows : 

Bartholoraew 
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|o jfind a dirje<^ and fliort cqnxJk to yirgima ; 
l^nd, iqpon the difcofvery of a.propor feat &>x 
a plantation, twelve of the company, were to 
Tj^turn to England^ and twenty Jto remain in 
/^nxprica ;. till further aiffiftaince and fupplie^ 
SOuld hft feat^p thepi. ^ ., = _ 

^ rl^^ former part of this d^fign was accom- 
B^flled, as far as the winds and other circum- 
4;ances~would pfermit, , They went np faiv 
Acr fouthT>^ar4 than t^e 37th degree of lati* 
tude-^wjl^hi^i . fighti^ of St. ^^ry, .one of the 
Weftem.Ifl^nds. Jn the 43d degree they 
J4Pproached, the .continent of ^ America^ which 
dhey firit difcpvered on Uie-J4th of May^ 
after a paflage of feven. weeks.* The weak- 

neis 

Bartholomew Gofnold, commander. ; 

Bartliolome.w Gilbert, fe$:ond o^c^n 

Jdm'AngcJ;' r • -- 

Jliqbwt Sfthc*ne. He "weat agaih the next year In^]^ 
.Pring. He was^^erwardxClergyxiwi* .. .,^^; 

William Streete. 

Gabriel Ardher, gentleman and journalift. He af- 
terward went to Virginia. Ardher's Hope, ti^Wt 
Williamfturg, is named from him. 

James Rofier. He wrote an account of the voyage, 
and preiented it to Sir Walter Rialcigh.'* 

John Brierton, or Brereton. . ^■ 

— Tucker, from whom the ftcwil called Ticker's 
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Terror is nalncd. 
r' , i * Smith, i6» 
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titts of their bark, and their ignorance of the 
ftnite, made them carry but little fail; at 
Aey iflight have arrived fome days foonet. 
They judged that they had Ihortened die 
diftatice 506 leagues.. 

It is not eafy to determine, from the jour- 
nal, what part of the coaft they firft iaw.* 
Oldmixon {ays it was the north fide of Mai^ 
fachufetts Bay. The defcription in the jonr- 
nal does, in fome refpeds, agree with the 
coaft, extending from Cape- Ann to Marble- 
bead, or to the rocky point of Nahant. 

From a rock, which they called Savage 
Rock J a ibailop of European fabric came off 
to them ; in which were eight lavages ; twa 
or three of whom were drefled in European 
habits. From thefe circumftances, they con- 
cluded that fome fiihing vefTel of Bifcay had 
been there, and that the crew were deftrpyw 
ed by the natives. Thefe people, by figps^ 
invited them to ftay, but ^* the harbour her 
ing naught, and doubting the weather,'* they 
did not think proper to accept the invitaticgij 

In the night they ftood to the fouthwardi 
and the next morning, . found themlelvea 
^ embayed with a mighty headland^ ' which 

• . T . . . ■ . .... 

at 

* Hift. Amcr. I. 218. 
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aji-firft appeared "like ^n ifl^nd^ by reafoa 
Cj^ a large found, which lay . betw^eja it And 
the main." Within a league pf tkh landh» 
t^ey came to anchor in fifteen fathoms, and 
took a very great quantity of cod. . Frqm 
this drcumftance, the land was named Cape-- 
QbJ. it is defcrited as a low. fandy fhore, 
hut without danger, and lying in the latitude 
dr 42^. Capt. Gofnold with Mr.' Brierton 
and three men, went to it and found the 
more bold arid the farid very deep. A 
young Indian, iJ^ith copper pendants in his 
cars, a bow in his hand, and arrows at his 
6aclc, came td'them, dnd in k friendly man- 
iJet ofFefed his ferviee ; but, as they were in 
fiaffc to return to the fhip, they had little' 
conference with hiift. 

On the i6tb, they failed by' the fhore 
fbutherly ; arid, at the end of twelve leagues^ 
faW a point' of land, with breakers at a dtf- 
t^ce. In attempting f o double this point, 
they Came fuddenly into fhoal water ; from 
Which they extricated themfelves by ftanding 
oft* to fea. This point they named Point 
Care^ and the breakers. Tucker s Terror^ from 
die iperfoti who firft" difcovered the danger. 
In the night they bore up toward the land, 

and 
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4ha came to anchor in eight fithoms. Th^ 
jiext day, ( ! 7th) feeing many breakers about 
mem, and the weather being foul, they lay 
it anchor. 

On the 1 8th, the weather being clear, they 
lent their bdat to found a breach, which lay 
ofF another point, to which they gave the 
name of Gilberfs Point. The Ihip remained 
it anchor the whole of this day ; and fome 
of the natives came f5fom the (hote in their 
canoes to vifit them. Thefe people were 
drefled in fkins, and furnifhed with pipes 
and tobacco j one of them had a breaft-plate 
of copper. They appeared more timorous 
than thofe of Savage Rock, but were very 
thieVifh. 

When the people in the boat returned from 
founding, they reported a depth of water 
from four to feven fathoms, over the breach * 
which the fliip pafTed the next day, ( 1 9th) 
and came to anchor again above a league be-- 
yond it. Here they remained two days, 
ISirroimded by fcools of fifh and flocks of 
aquatic birds. To the northward of weft, 
they faw feveral hummocks, which they 
ima^ned were diftindt iflands ; but when 
they failed toward them, (on the 21ft) they 

O found 
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found them. to be fimall hills within. the Isp^ 
'iThey difcovered alfo an opening, into whic]^ 
they endeavoured to enter, fiippofiag it (q hf 
the fouthcrn extremity of the found between 
Cape-Cod and the main land. But-oa, ex- 
amination, the water proving very flioal^ they 
tailed it Sboal ffopCy and proceeded t.O the 
Weftward. The coatft was full of people, 
who ran along the fliore, accompanying the 
fliip as fhe failed ; and many fmbkes appear- 
ed within the land^ 

In coafting along to the weftward, they 

difcovered an ifland, on which the next day 

.(a 2d) they landed- The delcription of it in 

the Journal is this : •* A difinhabited ifland j 

from Shoal Hope it is eight leagues ; in cb> 

(nit it is five mile;^^ and hath forty-one dc- 

grqe$ And one quarter of latitude. The 

.place 0oft pleafantj for we found it full of 

-lypod, "vines y goofeberry buflies, hurt-b|srfie«| 

rafj)ice^, eglantine [fweet-briar,] &c. Hgce 

we had arancs, herns, fhoulers, geefe, and di- 

Vet3 other birds ; which there, at that tinic, 

upon the cliffs, being fandy with fome rocky 

ftongs, did breed and .had young. In this 

.place we.faw deer. Here we rocje in eight 

. fathoms,, near the Ihore ; where we took gres^t 

flore 
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0kyre of cod, ^ before at Cape-God, but much 
better. * This ifland is found, and hath no 
danger about it.'* They gave it the name 
df Martba^s Vineyard^ from the great num- 
ber of fines which they found on it» 

From tbis illand, they pafled (on tlie 24th) 
found a very high and diftinguijjied prb- 
moiitory^ to i^hich they gave the name of 
Doi>er Gliff; and came to anchor " in a fair 
^tttid, where they rode all night/* 

Between them and the main, which was 
then in fight, lay " a ledge of rocks, extend- 
ing a mile into the fea, but all above watcr^ 
^md withovt danger." They went round 
the weftem extremity of this ledge, and 
^ came to anchor in eight fathoms, a quar* 
ter of a mile ^:om the fhore, in one of the 
ftatelieft founds that ever they had fcen," 
This they called GofmWs Hope. The north 
fide of it was the main land flretching eaft 
and weft, diftant four leagues from the ifl^ 
jlnd, where they came to anchor, to which 
-they gave the name of Elt%abethy in honour 
.of their' Queen. 

On the 28th of May, they held a coun- 
cil, refpefting the place of their abode, which 
they determined to be ** in the weft part of 

Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth Ifland, the nortb-eaft part, running, 
out of their ken/' The iflancj is thu§ de-^ 
fcribfid. " In the. weftern lide* it admitteth 
fcpe creeks or fandy coves, fo girded, as th^ 
water in fome places meeteth ; to wlxich the 
Indians from the main, do often refftrt; for 
fifhing crabs. There is eight fathom. v?r)r 
near the IhorCj and the Utitude is 41^ ip'.* 
The breadth of the ifland from fquiid to 
found, in the weftern part, is not pafling a 
mile, at moft ; altogether unpeopled and ^if- 
inhabited. 

"It Is overgrown with wood andrubbifh. 
The woods are oak, afh, beech walnut, 
witch-hafel, faflafrage apd cedars, with divers 
others of unknown names. The rubbifli is 
wild-peas, young faflafrage, cherry trees, 
yines^ eglantine (or fweet-briju:,) goofeberry 
bufhes, hawthorn, honeyfuckles, with others 
of the 'like quality. The herbs and roots are 
ftrawberries, rafps, groupd-nqts, a|exander, 
furrin, tanfy, &c. v^ithout count. Touching 
the fertility of the foil, by our own experi-t 
encei we found it to be excellent ; for, fow?< 

ing 

..... 

* In GoiholdN letter to his father, the latitude \% faid- . 
to t)c 41* 20', which IS neirer the truth. It is laid down 
in B« Barrels Cliarts, ^x"* 24^ 



ingf'fome Engtifh pulfe, it fprputed out in one 
fortnight jabnoil half a fpqt. . 

-*^ Ifi this iiland is a pond 6f freih wateTi 
in cireuic two miles ; on one fide not difiant 
from the fea thirty yards. In the centre of 
it, is a rocky ifiet^ containing near an acre of 
gixnmd, fjill of wood and rubbifh, on which 
we began our fort and place of abode, and 
made a punt or flat-bottomed boat to pafi 
J:o and fro over thje frefli water. 

^* On the north fide, near adjoining to 
Elizabeth, is an iflet, in compafs half a mile, 
full of cedars, by me called HilVs Hap; to 
the northward of which, in the niiddle.of 
an opening on the main, appeared, another 
like it, which I called Mafs Hilir When 
Capt. Gofnold with divers of the Company 
.^' went in the fhallop toward Hill's Hap to 
view it, at;d the fandy cpve," they found a 
bark canoe, which the Indians had quitted for 
fear of them. This they took and brought 
to England. It is not faid that they made 
any acknowledgment or recompeafc for it. 

B,efore I proceed in the account of GoC 
fiold*s tranfadtions, it is necclTary to make 
ibfme remarks on the preceding detail, which 
is' either abndged or extra ^ed fiom the 

Journal, 
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Jfdumal, written by Gabriel Arichcr/ Th!t 
Journal contains fome inwcuracies, whiclt 
pBixy be coireflted by carefully comjiaring its 
feveral parts^ and by aidiual obfen^'ations of 
the |>laces defcribasL I have taken much 
pains to obtain information, by <u3nfiilti)ig the 
beft map8y and coaverfmg or cotrefpdnding 
•nth pilo(» and other pcrfons. But, for my 
greater fatis£a<aion, I have vifited the iflaiid 
on whicljL Gbfnbld built his houfe and fort^ 
l^e ruins oi which are ftill vifibk, though at 
jthe diftance of ne^ly two centuries. 

■r ' Tbstt Gofoold 'S Cupi^Cod is the promon- 
tory which now bears that name^ is evident 
;jBrom his defcription. The point which he 
lienominated Care^ at the diftance of twelve 
tngaea fouthward of Gape-Cod, agrees very 
weft with Malebarre, or Sandy Point, the 
ibnth-eaftem extremity of the county of 
fiamftable. The fhoal water and breiach, 
which he called Tucker s Terror^ correfpond 
with the fhoal and breakers commonly calle4 
the Pollock Rip9 which extends to the fouthv 
caJli: of this remarkable point* 

To avoid this danger^ it beipg late in thi 
4|ky, he flood fo far out to fea, as to omifihoot 
thf ea0em eoltance of what is now ealkd the 

\^', ^ yineyar4 ^ 



"V^yard Sound The land which he made 
ia t^a night, ^va&:a wbise cliff on the e^Clem 
Goaft (4 N^DtiicketY now called Sankoty Hesid^, 
The .breach, which lay off Gilbert's ^Pdntj I 
take jEo be the Bafs Rip and the PoUdck Rip^ 
wijth^ the crofs riplings which extend from 
the fouth«eaft ei^emity of that ifland. Oyer 
thefe riplings there is a depth of water, from 
four to feven fathoms, according to a late 
map of Nantucket, publiflied by Peleg Coffin, 
£iq. and others. That Oofnold did not en-* 
ter the Vineyard Sound, but overfliot it ia 
the night, is demonftrated by comparing his 
Journal with that of Martin Piing, the nexjE 
year ; a paffage from which fhall be cited in 
its proper place. 

The large opening which he faw', but did 
not enter^ and to which he gave the name of 
Sboal Hope J agrees very well with the opea 
ihore, to the weflward of the litde LQand of 
Muikeget. 

> The ifland which he called Marthas VinC'- 
yard^ now bears the name of No-Man's Land 
This is clear, from his account of its fize, 
five miles in circuit : its diftance from Shoal 
UopCj ei^t league^, i^d. £rofn JEiixabetb J/latuk 
Ei{$ i&^uei, i 4i»&. ia£Kt]r.<^ «p{»DacIuiig.it on 

aU 
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dt fides ; and the fittilf, but excellent corf; 
vAAth are always taken near it iri the fpring 
months. The only matetial ofcgeflfcioh xs^ that 
he found Jeer upon the ifiaiid ; but Are 19 
removed by coniparing his account with the 
Journal of Martin Pring, who, the next ytAr; 
found deer in abundance on the large ifland; 
now called The Vineyard. I have had 
credible teftimony, that deer have been feen 
fwimniing acfdls the Vineyard Sound, wheii 
purfued by hunters. This iflaild Was a fe- 
queftered (pot, where thofe deer who took 
refuge tipoti it, would probably temain un- 
difturbed, and multiply.* 

The lofty promontory, to which he gave 
the name of Dover Cliffy is Gay Head j art 
objeft too fihgular and entertaining to pafs 
unobferved, and far fuperior in magnitude to 
any other cliff on any of thefe iflands. The 
*' fair found," into which he entered after 

doubling 

* The following Information was given to rac by Ben- 
jamin BafTetty £fq. of Chilmaric. 

** About the year 1710, the ^!A4etr was fccn on ti)« 
Vineyardt and (hot at. The horos ofthefe animaU have 
been ploughed up» ftreral tini€i» on the weft end of the 
ifland. If one deier eoaU<wtoi aerofs the Vmefard Sounds 
; vhf no; more f liifo^Mtaffl4nri^48dkifn>ra theA^k^ 
yardy and if deer could croTs the Sound 7 miles^ why 90i 
fr«m the Vineyard t9 Vt^^iUx^t JLand ^ 
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4oubIing \S^ cliff, is the. weftem extremity of 
the Vineyard Sound \ aijdhis anchoring place 
was probably in or near Menem&a Bight -. 
. For^hat teafoniand at what time^-tbe 
name of Martha's Vineyard was transferred 
from the fmall iiland fo called hj Gofoold^ 
to the large ifland which now bears it,^are 
queilions which remain in obfcurity* That 
Gofnold at firft took the fouthern fide of 
this large iiland to be the rnain^ is evident. 
When he doubled the cliff at its weftem end, 
lie knew it to be an iiland ; but gave no 

r 

name to any part of it, except the CUfii* 

"The 

* The reader will give to the following conjecture as 
ttuch weight as it defcrvesL 

' The large ifland is frequently called Martinis Vine- 
yard» efpectalljr by the old writers. This is commonly 
iUppofed to, be a niifiake. But why ? Ca|>tain Fring's 
Cbriftian name was Martin^ a£nd this ifland has as good a 
xight to thie ' appellation of Vineyard as the other, being 
^qoally- prbdu^ve of irines. The names Martha and , 
^artiii are ej|iily confounded ; and as one ifland only was 
ibppofed to be dcfignated by The Vineyard^ it Was riatttral 
to give it to the greater^ The Icflcr became dijGregarded, 
and being not inhabited or claimed by any, it was fupr 
poTed to belong to m mmn^ and tvais called No-M^'s Land. 

In an old Dutdi ftiap, extant, in Ogilby'^s Hiftory of 
Amcridh p. 1 68, the name of Marfkae\s Vyneard is given 
to a fmall Mbmd, lying fouthwatd of EHzahet Eyl f ^^A 
the aame of ^i^f/i« -given to die large Klandr which is 
laow .called The Vineyards The fituation of the fmall 
ifland agrees witir that of. No-Man's Land. 
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*' The ledge of rocks extending a mile in* 
to the fea,'' between, his anchoring ground 
and the inain^ is that remaxicable ledge, dii^ 
tinguifhed by the name of the Sow and Pigs. 
The " (lately foond*^ which he entered, af- 
ter palling round thefe rocks, Is the mouth 
pf Buzzard's Bay ; and the Ifland EMzabeth^ 
is the wefternmoft: of the iHands which now 
go by the name of Elizabeth^s Iflands. Its 
Indian name is Cuttyhunk^ a contraction of 
Poo*cut^Qh^hunk-un*noh, which fignifies a 
thing that lies out of the water. The names 
of the others are Nafhawena, Pafque, Nau- 
fhon, Ncnimiflet, and Peniquefe, befides fomc 
of lefs note. 

In this ifland, at the weft end, on the north 
fide, is a pond of frefli water, three quarters 
of a mile in length, and of unequal breadth ; 
but if meafured in all its finuofities, would 
amount to two miles in circuit. In the middle 
of its breadth, near the weft end, is a ** rocky 
illet, containing near an acre of ground.** 

To this fpot I went, on the 20th day of 
June, 1 797, in company with feveral gen- 
tlemen,* whofe curiofity and obliging kind- 

nefs 

• Noah Webftet, Efq, of New-York. 
Captain Tallman, ' -% 
Mr. John Spooner» t of Ncw-Bcdfofd. 
Mr. Allen» a pilot, 3 
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fiefs induced tfiem to acicompany mc# The 
prote£ting hand of Nature has refbrved this 
favourite fpot to herfelf/ Its fertility and its 
productions are exaQIy the fame as in Go£- 
Hold's time, excepting the wood, of which 
there is nont. Every fpecies of what he calls 
*' rubbiih," with ftrawberries, peas, tanfy, and 
bdier fruity and herbs, appear in rich abun^ 
dance, \wmdefted by any animal but aquatic 
birds. W^ had the fupreme fatisfadHon to 
find the cellar of Gofnold's ftore-houfe ; the 
ftpnes of which were evidently taken from 
the neighbouring beach j the rocks of the 
iilet being lefs moveable, and lying in ledges. 

The whole ifland of Cuttyhunk has been 
for many years ftripped of its wood ; but I 
was informed by Mr, Greenill, an old refi-^ 
dent farmer, that the trees which fbrmeriy 
grew on it, were fuch as are defcribed in. 
Gofnold's JoumaL The foil is a very fine 
garden mould, from the bottom of the valr 
lies to the top of the hills, and affords rich 
pafture. 

-' The length of the ifland is rather mor* 
than two miles, and its breadth about one 
mile. The beach between the pond and the 
iea is twenty-^fevea yardis wide; It is fo high 

9nd 
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agd firm a harrier^ thut tlie &a never flows / 
into the poad, but when agitated by a vior 
knt gale from the north-weft. The pond is 
dieep in the middle. It has no vifible put-f 
}et. It9 6ih are perch, eels and turtles ; and 
it is frequented by aquatic birds, both wild 
^d domeftict 

On the north fide of the iiland, connedted 
with it by a beach, is an elevation, the In- 
dian name of which is Copicut« Either this 
hill, ox the little ifland of Peniquefe, which 
lies a mile to the northward, is the place 
which Gofhold called /5//V Hap. between 

f 

Cppkut and Cuttyhunk is a circiilar fandy 
f oye, with a , narrow eptrance. Ifap^s Hill^ 
on ihe oppofite^ fhore of the main, diftani 
fcmr leagues3i.ist a round elevation, on a point 
of landy near the Dumplin ELocJcs, hetweeii 
the rivers of Apooneganfet and Pfifcamanfetj^ 
x^ the towpfjiip of Dartmouth, 

From the fouth fide of Cuttyhunk, the 
promontory of Gay Head, which Gofnold 
called Dover Cliff, and the ifland which he 
iHtmed Martha's Vineyard, Ee in full view, 
U!id appear to great advantage. No otheu 
obje&s, in that region^ bear any refemblance 
ic^i^eRiy ox to the de&ription given of them } 
: "' . nor 
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oor h there a le^ge of rbtks projiffirig from 
Mny other ifknd a mile into the fea, 

WlMlft Gabriel Archer, and a party, gen*- 
erally eonfifting of ten, laboured in clearing" 
the ** rocky iflet" of wood, and building a 
ftore-houfe and fort, Captain Gofnold and 
the reft of the company were employed 
isither in making difcoveries, or fifhing, or 
collecting faflafras. On the 31ft of May, 
he went to the main land, on the flxore of 
ivhich he was met by a company of the 
natives, " men, women, and children, who^ 
vrith all courteous kindnefs, entertained him; 
giving him ikins of wild beafls, tobacco, 
turtles, hemp, artificial firings coloured, 
[wampum,] and fuch like things as they had 
about them.'' The {lately groves, flowery 
meadows, and running brooks, affwded de« 
lightfiil entertainment to the adventurers. 
The principal difcovery which they made, 
was of two good harbours j one of which I 
take to be Apponeganfet, and the other Paf^ 
camanfet,. between which lies the rpund hill, 
which they called ffap^s Hill. They ob* 
ferved the coaft to extend five leagues fmv 
ther to the fouth-wefl, as it does, to Secon- 
jiet Points As they fpeht but one day in 

this 
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Ais excurflon, they did not fully explore 
the main, though from what they obfarved^ 
die land being broken, and the fhore rocky, 
they were convinced of the exiftence of 
©thcr harbours on that coafL 

On the 5th of June^ an Indian chief and 
fifty men, armed with bows and arrows, 
knded on the ifland. Ardber and his men 
Jeft their work, and met them on the beach. 
After mutual falutations, they f^t down, and 
began a traffic, exchanging fuch things as 
they had, to mutual fatisfadtion. The fhip 
then lay at anchor, a league oft Gofnol4 
feeing the Indians approach the ifland, ^ame 
on fhorc with twelve men, and was received 
by Archer's pvty, with military ceremony, 
as their Commanden The Captain gave 
Ae Chief a ftraw hat and two knives. The 
former he little regarded ; the latter he rc^ 
ceived with great admiration. 

In a fubfequent vifit, they became better 
acquainted, and had a larger trade for furs. 
At dinner, t^jey entertained the favages with 
fifh and muftard, and gave them beer to 
drink. The effedl of the muftard on the 
nofes of the Indians afforded them much di- 
verfion. One of theiH ftole a target, and 

conveyed 
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convtyed it on board his canoe j . when it 
vras demanded of the Chiefs it was imme* 
diattly rdlored* No demand was made c£ 
the birch canoc^ which Gofnold had a few 
days before taken from the Indians. Whea - 
the Chief and his retinue took their leave^ 
four or five 6£ the Indians ftaid and helped 
the adventurers to dig the roots of faffafras^- 
with which, a$ well as furs and other pro- 
dudions of the country, the fhip was loaded 
for her homeward voyage^ Ha^^ng per* 
formed this fervicc, the Indians were invited 
on board the fiiip, but they declined the io* 
vitatioft, and returned to the main. This 
ifland had no fixed inhabitants ; the natives 
of the oppofite £bore frequently vifited it> 
for the purpofe of gathering fhell-^f^, with 
which its creeks and coves abounded* 

All thdie Indians had ornaments <£ cop^ 
pen When the adventurers afked them, by 
iigns, whence thty obtained this metal, one 
of them made anTwor, by digging a holt ia 
the ground, and pointing to the main ; frcmi 
which circumilance it was underftood that 
the adjacent country contained mines of ccp^- 
pen In the courfe of altooft two centurie$i- 
no copper has been there difcovered ; though 

iron. 
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iron, a much more ufeful metal^ wholly un^ 
known Co the natives, is found in great plen-^ 
tjfi The ,queftion, whence did they obtairt 
eopper? is yet without an sgiiwer, . 

i Three weeks Wtte fpeht in- clearing the 
iflet, digging and ftoning a cellar, building ^ 
Itoufe, fortifying it with pallilades, and cov-< 
ering it with fedge, whidi then grew in great 
plenty on the fides of the pond. During 
this time, a furvey was made of their provi- 
ficHis. After referving enough to vid:ual 
twelve men, who were to go home in the 
bark, no more could be left with the remain-^ 
ing twenty than would fuflSce them for fix 
weeks ; and the fhip could not return till 
the end of the next autumn. This was a 
very, difceuraging cLrcumftance. 

A jedoufy alfo arofe refpeftihg the profits 
oE the (hip's lading ; thofe who ftaid behind 
claiming a fhare, as well as thofe who fhould 
return to England* Whilft thefe fubjefts 
were in debate, a fingle Indian came on 
board, firom whofe apparendy grave and fo- 
ber deportment they fufpedfced him to have 
been fent as a fpy. In a few days after, the 
Ihip went to Hiirs Hap, out of fight of the 
fort, to take in a load of cedar, and was there 

detained 
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detaiaed' fo mucli longer than they expaStcd, 
that the party at the fort had expended thdt^ 
provifion^ Four of diem went in fearch of 
fhell^fiihy and divided tihemfeltes, two and 
two, gcnng different , waya^ One of thefe 
finall parties was fuddenly attacked by four. 
Indians in aicanoe, who wounded one of 
them iatthe arm with an ar/owi His com^- 
panion feized the canoe, and cut their bow-< 
firings, on which they fled. It being late in 
the day, and the weather ftormy, this couple 
were obliged to pafs the night in the woods, 
and did not reach the fort till the next day. 
The whole party fubfifted on Ihell-fifh, 
ground-nuts^ anH herbs, till tht (hip came 
and took them on board A new confulta- 
tion was then holdem Thofe who had been 
moft refolute to remmUj were difcouraged j 
and the unanimous voice was in favour of 
returning to England. 

On the 17th of June, they doubled the 
rocky ledge of Elizabeth, pafTed by Dovef 
ClifF, failed to the ifland which they had 
called Martha's Vineyard, and employed 
themfelve^ in taking young geefe, cranes, and 
herns. ' The next day they fet f^ul for En-*-^ 
gland ; and, after a pleafknt paflage of five 
weeks, arrived at Exmouth, in Devonfhire, 

Q^ Thus 
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Thus failed the firft attempt to j^larit at 
CJolony in North Virginia; the caufes of 
which are Obviotfe. The lofs c^ Sir Walter 
Kakigh's Company, in South Virginia/ wa^ 
then recent in memory ; and tihe fame caufes^ 
might have operated here to produce the 
fame effefk. Twenty men, fituated on ati 
ifland, furrounded by other iflands and the 
main, aad furniflied with fix weeks provi-' 
fions onfy, cotdd not maintain pofleffion of 
a territory to which they had no right, 
againft the force of its native proprietors* 
They might eafily have been cut off, when 
feeking food abroad, or their fort might have 
been in veiled, and they n. lift have furren- 
dered at difcretion, or have been ftarved to 
death, had n6 ditedi affauh been made upon 
them. The prudence of their retreat is un- 
queftionable to any perfon who confiders 
their hazardous fituation. 

During this voyage, and efpecially whilft 
on fliore, the whole Company enjoyed re- 
markably good health. They were highly 
pleafed with the falubrity, fertility, and ap- 
parent advantages of the country. Gofnold 
was fo enthufiaftic an admirer of it, that he 
was indefatigable in his' endeavours to for- 

^ ward 
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ward the fettlement of p. Colony, in conjune- 
jtion witlj Captain John Smith, With him, 
:in 1607, he embarked in the expedition to 
South Virginia,, where he had the rank of 
a* Counfellor, Spon ^fta: his i^rriv^, by ex- 
^ceffive f»tigiie m the extremity of the fummer 
heat, he (fill ^: j&mfice, with fifty others, to 
ihe infalubrity of that climate, and the fcanty 
4fne2tiUre and had quality of the provifloiis 
with which tib^ unfortunate Cdony was 
iiimiflied.* i ' 

. The difccwery made by Gofnold^'And efpe- 
idally the ihortnefs of the time in which his 
voyage wag performed, induced Richatll 
JHlickluyt,^ >th^ Prebendary^ 'of St. Auguf. 
4ineV Church in Briftd, to Ufe his influence 
:w]th the Mayor, Aldermen and Merch^inl!)^ 
,of that opulent, mercantile city, to profecutb 
Jthe diicovety of the northern parts of Vir- 
ginia. The BtBl ftep was to obtain permif- 

fioa 

■ ■» " 

*^ Ifi an account of the firi?: fettlement <rf* Virginia, writ- 
ten by George Percy, I find the foHowiag note i 

, ■; ^ Tkfi ?^d of Auguft, died CSapt. Bartholomew GofhoM, 
<sieof our Council. He was honourably buried, having 

.all thejordnance in the fort (hot off; with many vollies of 
ixnall ihot. After his death, the Council could hardly 

'jagree.*'" Ptfirchas, iv, 1690. t 

f Purchas, v. 1654.. 
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fioa of Raieigh and his aiTociates. This 
vras undertaken and accomplifhed by Hack* 
luyt, in conjunftion with John Angel and 
Robert Salterae^ both of whom had been 
with Gdfaold to America* The next was 
to eqwp two veffels ; one a fliip of fifty tons, 
called the Speedwell, carrying thirty men ; 
the other a bark of twenty-Ux tons, called the 
Difcovcrpr, carrying thirteen men. The com- 
mander of the fhip was Martin Pring, 
and his mate, Edmund Jones. The bark 
was, comijianded by William Browne, whofe 
pt^dt^ w»s Samuel Kirkland. Salteme was 
ithe pripcipal ^ejnt, or fupercaigo ; and w^s 
furniflied with H^rious lands of cloathing, 
liard-ware andjrinkets, to trade with, the ntr 
javes, . The veffels were vidtualled for eight 
ynonths, and Iftiled.on the loth of April, 
. 1^03, a f?w days aftgr the death of Queen 
Elizabeth. ' . • 

.They went fo far to the fouthward, as to 
b^ within fight of the Azores ; and in the 
beginning of Jime, fell in. with the Amen* 
tan coail, between the 43x1 and 44th degrees 
of latitude, among thofe numerous iflands 
yrhich fQver t^e I)xjft:ri£t pf Maine. One of 
thefe they named Fox JJlandy from fome pf 

that 
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that Ipecies of animal which they fitw upon it. 
Among thefe ifland^, in the mouth of Penob^ 
fcot Bay, they found good anchorage and 
ftfliing/ The laftd being rocky, they judged 
It proper for the ^ryingof cod, which they 
took in gpeit ' flinty^ atid effeemed bttter 
than thofe ufuajly taken at Newfoundland. 

Having pafled all the iflands, they ranged 

the coaff to the fouth-weftj and entered four 

. « ■ .. , , . • .* ■ - 

iriletis, which arc thus defcribed : "The moft 
eiifterly was barred at the mouth ; but hav- 
ing paffed over the bar, we ran up it for five 
raHes, and for a certain Ipace found very 
good depth. Coming out again, as we failed 
fouth-weft, we lighted on two other inletsTi 
which we found to pierce not far into the 
land> The fourth and moft weftcrly was 
the ?)€ft, which we rowed up ten or twdve 
miles. In all thefe places we found no peo- 
ple, but figns of lires, where they had been. 
Howbeit, we beheld very goodly groves and 
woods; and fundry forts of beaft& fiut 
meeting with Viofajfafrasy we left thefe pla^ 
ce$^, with all the aforefaid iflands, fhaping our 
^ourfe &r Savage Rocky difcovcrcd the year 
t)e|pre by Captain Gpfnold.'* 

^ From 
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Aldworth^ fof Maftcr Robert Aldworth^d 
fake, a chief furthcrer of the voyage, as well 
Vf ith his purfe as with his travels Here we 
had fufiicient quantity of fafiafiasi" 

In another part of this journal, Whitfon 
Bay is thtis defcribed : " At the entrance of 
this excellent haven, we found twenty fath- 
oms of water, and rode at our eafe in feven 
fathoms^ being landlocked; the haven wind- 
ing in compafs like the ihell of a fnail ; and 
it is in latitude of forty-one degrees and twen- 
ty minutes. We alfo obferved that we could 
find no laflafras but in fandy ground." * 

Though 

* ♦ The following liote is hj Peleg Coffin, Efq. " The 
haven here defcribed muft hare been that of Edgar-Town. 
2^0 other could with propriety be reprefented as winding 
or land-locked, as is truly the harbour of £dgar-Town^ 
generally called Old-Towii." 

To this I fubjoin an extradl of k letter from the Rev* 
Jofeph Thdxterf mbiHer of Edgar-Town, dated Nov. 15, 
1797. «* It is evident to me, and others better acquainted 
than I am, with whom I have confultcd, that Pring, as 
foon as he paiFed the landy point of Monumoy, [MalebarJ 
bore to the weftward, and came through what ts called 
Butler's Hole ; that he kept the North Channel, till he 
got as far as Falmootlif and that lie then crofled over into 
Old-Town harbour, which correfponds in every refpedk 
to hrs defcription, except in the depth of water at the en- 
ti^nce of the hat^ur 5 there arc now but fourteen fath- 
oms ; * in the jbfboixr t^re are feven atid a hilf. I would 

fuggeft 
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Though this Cpmpaajr tL?d no defign to 

make a fettlement iqi America^ yet coufider^ 

ing that the place wj^ev^ they found it con* 

venient to refide, was full of inhabitants, they 

built a temporary httt, and endpfed it with 

a barricade^ in which they kept conflant 

guard by day and night, whijft others were 

employed in coUedting faflafras in the woods* 

The Indians frequeatly vifitecj them in par* 

ties, of various numbers, from ten to a hun- 

dred. They were ufed kindly, had trinkets 

prefented them^ and were fed with Engliih 

pulfe ; their own food being chiefly fi£h* 

They we«fc adorned with plates of copper 5 

their bows, arrows and (juivers were very 

neatly made ; and their birchen canoes were 

coniidered as great curiofities, one of which^ 

of feventeen feet in length and four in breadth^ 

was carried home to Briftol, as a fpecimen of 

their ingenuity. Whether it was bought or 

ftolen from them^ is uncertain* 

The 

fugg^ft an idea, wheiiier there is ngw the fame dq)i;b of 
water» ajt the entraQce^ as. in 169$ ? It is certain that iki 
ihoaU Oisftf and that C^e jPo^e, within the memory pf 
inan, has been waflied into the iea duxtj or fortr rgfy^^ 
From this circumftance^ the difierence in' the deptli of wa* 
tpr may be eafily accounted for, "There are feveral pleaf* 
imt hills adjoining to the l^arbouTi and to this daj flei^j 
ofiaffijfras.'* ''^' ' 

R 



The natives were exceflively fond of liitt-i 
fie, and would dance iii a ring round aii 
Englifh ydtrth, whid played oii in inftrument, 
called " a Gitteme."* But they Were great- 
ly terrified at the iJkrkiil^ of tvto lEnglifli 
jbaftifFs, which always kept tRem at a Hit 
tance, wheii the people wfere tired of thfeir 
&mp^ny; \ , , 

*' I'he growtM of the place confifted of fafr 
faffas, vines^ cfedar, oak, afh, beech, birch, 
Cherryi' Kafel,' walntit, maple, holly, and wild 
j^ium. The k&ld anirtials were ** fta^s and 
fallow deei?, fri afbifndancfe, beii^j wol^ies, 
foxes, ldferhes,f porciipihes; and "dogs with 
iharp and Ibiig nbfes/'f Tfa6 waters arid 
fliorcs abounded with fiffi and fhell-fifh' of 
Various ^nd's*, and aqjuatit birds in great 

plenty* 

By 

* Guittara, Hi/pan. Cithara, Lai. Cuittare, Fr^ 
Ghittar, Ital. m. Vide Minjheu and Jumu$. 

•f. " Luferne, Lucem, a beaft near the bignefs of a wolfi 
9f colour between red and brown, fometbing mayled like 
a cstt, and mingled with black fpots j bred in Mufcovy, 
^d is a rich furre." Vide Mlnjheu in verbum Furre. 

"Cbtdd this animal be the racoon t Joflelyn gives the' 
aiUne of luferne to the wild-cat. 

^»t As the exigence of this ipe^ies of animal has been 
^ijibted» i. n^uft r^mark^ that it is feveral times mentioned 
b^ th?* earned adventurerSi and twice in Pring's Joi|rnaI. 

Jotfelyn, 



■ By the end. of July they had loaded thek 
tark ivith faffafras, an4 fent herrtq England; 
i^t^r which they tnadst as mudi diipatch asr 
poffibl^ ia lading the fhip, the departure ot 
^hich was acceler%te,d J)y: th€ . following- 
ijncident. : 

The Indians had hitherto been on friendly 
terms with the adventurers ; hut jfecing their* 
number leffened and one of their veflels gone,: 
^fid thofe who remained difperfed at their 
{bveral employmients, they came one d^y,*. 
about noon, to the number of. one hundred 
and forty, arnied i^^rith bQw^ a^d arrows, to 
the bacricado, j^here four mea were on guard 
with their mufkets. Th€ Indians called tq 
them to cpn>e out, whigh thiey refufed, and: 
iiood pn their defence. Captsun Pring, with; 
t>vonien only, were on board the Ihip. ; a$^ 
jQ?on as he p^rceiyed the ^aqggr, he f^eured . 

Jfjflelyn, who was a, paturalift, and rcfided feveral ycai^s • 
in the eaftern parts of New-EnglaI\d^ gives ti^ts ac* 
count of It : 

** I know of but one kind of beaft in Ncw-England»^ 
pro4nced bj equivocal generation^ and that is the Indian? 
dog, b^gotteo between a wolf and > &a^ Of between a fox 
and a wolf; which they made ufe of, taming them and 
bringing tihemiip to hunt with ; buV iincc the Engliflt 
cMne amoiig thetti, they hare gottea ftof e of our dog^:^ 
whicji tljey bring up and keep in as much fubjeftion as they 
40 their wives.*' Jojeljr^s Voyages to N.JE* iSj^f /• 9f ' 
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tfie fhip as well a$ he could, and fired oyi<$ of 
Ids great guns, as'a fignal to the labourers in 
tiie woods, who were repofmg after thchr 
&tigue, depending on the maftifis for pro^ 
te£kion. The dogs, hearing the gun, awoke 
their mafters, who, then hearing a fecond 
gun, took to their arms, and came to the re- 
Kef of the guard. At the fight of the men 
and dogs, the Indians defifted from their pur- 
pofe, and afFedHhg to turn the whole into a 
jcft, went off laughing, without any damage' 
dn either fide. 

In a few dnys after, they fat fire to the 
ifeoods where the fafTafras grew, to the extent 
of a mile. Thefe alarming circumftances 
determinediPrhig to retire. After the people 
had embarked, and were '^reighing the an- 
chors, a larger number than ever they had 
ieaa, about two hundred, came down to the 
ihore, arid fome in their canoes came off to 
the fliip, apparently to invite the adventurers 
to a longer continuance. It was not eafy to 
believe the invitation friendly, nor prudent 
to accept it. They therefore came to fail, it 
being the gtH df Auguft. Aft^r a ^affage of 
£ve weeks, by. the route of the Agores, they 
came into foutitdings ; and on the zd of Oc« 

^ ^ tober 
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tober sfAfed at King^Roail^ leiow Briftol, 
where the ^k had amSred about a fortnight 
befdfe them. This whok voyage was com* 
pleted in fi^ months. Its objects were to 
make difeoverie^^ and to odled furs and faf- 
fafras. No inflance of aggreflion on the 
part of the adventurers^ is mentioned, nor on 
the part of the natives, till after the failing, 
of the bark. 

At the fame time that Martin Pring waa 
employed in this voyage, Bartholomew^ 
GiLBfiRT wetit on a farther difcoVery to the 
foutherft part of Virginia, having it alfo in 
view to look for the lofl Colony of Sir Walte* 
Raleigh.* He failed from Plymouth, May 
1 6, 1 603, in the bark Elizabeth, of fifty tons, 
and went by the way of Madeira to the 
Weft-Indies, where he touched at feveral of 
the iflands, taking in lignum-vits&, tortoifes, 
and tobacco. 

On the 6th of July he quitted the iflands, 
and fteered for Virginia. In four days he 
got into the Gulf Stream, arid was becalmed 
five days. After which the wind fprang up, 
and on the 20th he faw land in the 40th de- 
1^ of laiilude. His object w» to fetch the 

: •* . ; moiitK 

* Purchas, v. 1656. 
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ipouth'of Chefepeag Bay ; but the Mrind bQt. 
Wg adverfe, after beating againft it for feycraH 
days, the neceflity of wood md water obli-. 
ged him to come to anchor about a nule from, 
the fliore, where there was an appearance o^ 
the entrance of ^ river. 

On Friday, the 29th of July, Captain 
Qilbert, accon^pariied by Thomas Ganner, i 
gentleman of Bernard's Inn, Richard Hani* 
fi>n. Mate, Heiiry Kenton, Surgeon, and 
Derrick, a Dutchman. wgj)t pii fhpre, leaving, 
two boys to ke^p the bo^t. Iijipfied^^tely a^. 
ter they had enter;ed. the wood, the favage^^ 
attacked, purfucd and killed every one. p£ 
fiiem ; two of them fell in fight of the boys^ 
who had much difficulty to prevent the ^n^, 
dians from hauling the boat on fhorc* 

With heavy hearts they got |>ack to the 
jQiip ; whQfe crew, reduced to eleven, in- 
eluding the boys, durft not make any further, 
attem^ ; bbt'ftceVed for the Weftern lilands; 
after pafling them, they arrived in the river^ 
Thames about "the end of September, when 
tjie city of London was " moft grievoufjy in- ^ 
fedted with the Plague." ' ' "V 

After the peace which King : Japes mad<^ 
with Spain in 1604, when the paffion for 

the 



the difcovejy of a north-weft j)aflage wa6 111 
full vigoUr, a ihip was feht from England 
hj the Eari df Southampton and Lord Arun- 
del of WardbUr, ^ith a View to this objed; 
The commander of the lhi|> was OtokGE 
Weymouth, tie tmkd, from the i)6wn^ 
qK the laft day of March^ i6oSj and came in 
fight of the American coaft on the 13th of 
May, in the latitude of 41 dfegfees 30 minutes* 

; BeihgJ there eiitarfglcd imdng fiioals ind 
Kre23ief^, he cfujtted this lattd^ and at the diC 
tfarice df fifty k^fgiiesj difcovered fever4 
Iflatids, lo one irf ^hich he gave the- iwlme 
6fSf. George. Within three leagues of this 
ifland he came into a harbour; which he 
dailled Fcntec6fl harbour ; and failed up a no^ 
ble river, to which it does not appear that he 
gave any riamci nor does he mention any 
name by wluch it was called by the natives. 

, The conjedures of hiftorians rcfpediiig 
this river have beeii vari6us. Oldmixon 
fuppofes it to have been James kiver in Vir- 
ginia, whilft Beverley, who aims to cone£k 
him, affirms itto haye been Hudfon's Rivex in 
New-York*. Neither of them could have 
made theCb; miftakes, if th^y had read the 
gri^nal apcowt in Purchas yrith any att^p?- 

tion. 
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$100. lii Smith's IJiftory.pf Virgjni^ an a- 
l)ridgment of the voyage is . given^ but iqi 
fo flight and indefinite ^ fnamier as to afford 
IK) fatlsfa£tio«L ferpe<3:ing the ikuation of tlui 
river, whet^ier ij weise northward -ox Ibuth- 
wajrd from the land firft difcovered. - - 

To afeertain this matter I \hiwe carefiiliy 
examined Weymouth's Journal. and compar-^ 
cd it with the beft maps ; hut fior joaore per^ 
fe<9; fatisfadkioai I gave an abftra£t of the 
Voyage with a, nmntocr of j^paeries to Capt* 
John Fostejr Williams., an experienced 
mariner and <:omnutnd^ sf -the Revenue 
Cutter, belonging to this port ; who has very 
obligingly communicated to mje his pbfetva- 
tions made in. a late cruize* 'fioth of thefe 
papers are here fubyoined* 



^* Abstract of the Voyage of Captain 
'' Georoe Weymouth, to the Coaji of 
America^frgm the printed yournal^ £xtani 
. in Purchases Pilgrims^ part i^^j^age i fijrg.* 

- A.D. 1605, March 31. -'^Captain GeorgtL 
Weymouth failed from England in the Archaflht 
gd, for the northern part of Virginia, as thtf 
whole co^ of l^Mth-America was then called. 



May 13. Arrived lA foundings— -160 

Eithoms. 

14. In five or fix leagues diftance fhoal- 

ed the water firom one hundred to five fath- 

oms, faw firom the maft*head a wbitijhjandy 

cttffy W. l4. W. 6 leagues : many breaches 

nearer the land ; the ground foul, and depth 

varying firom fix to fifteen fathoms. Parted 

&om the iand^ Latitude 41 degrees 30 min*^ 

Utes. 

I^. Wind between W. S. W. and S. S. 

Vr. In want of wood and water. Land 

much defired, and therefore fought for it 

where the wind would hejlfuffer us. 

QjERY 1. As the wind then blew, muft 
not the couirfe be to the ncfrtfi and eaft ? 

16. In almoft^/^jf leagues run, found 

* * * ■ 

no land ; the charts being erroneous. 

17. Saw land which bore N, N. E. a 
great gale of wind and the fea high. Stood 
off till two in the morning ; then flood in 
again. At eight A. M. faw land again bear- 
ing N. E. It appeared a mean high land, be- 
ing as we afterward found it an ifland of nd 
great compafs. About noon came to anchor 
on the north fide in forty fathoms, about a 
league from fliore. Hamed the ifland St 
George. 
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Query .2. Coixld this ifbind he Segwin 
or Monhegan ? or if neither, what iflr 
and was it ? . ' 

Whilft we wercrtJn fhore on the ifland our 
men on board caught thirty large cod and 
haddock. From hence we difcerned many 
rflands, *and the main land extending from 
W. S. W. ^b E. N. E. A great way up in-' 
fb the main; as it then feemed, we dlfcern- 
ed very high mountains ; though the main 
feemed but low land. The mountain? bora 
N. N. E. from us. 

Query 3. What mountains were thefe ?* 

May ig. Being J^^&i^^^/i^y, weighed jin- 
chor at twelve o'clock, and came along to the 
other iflands more adjoining to the main^ and 
in the road direBly to the mountains y about 
three leagues from the firft ifland found a 
fafe harbour, defended from all winds, in an 
excellent depth of water for fhips of any 
burthen in fix, feven, eight, nine, ten fath- 
oms upon a clay ooze, vefy tough, where is. 
good inbcrring even on the rocks, by the cliff 
fide. Named it Pentecojl Harbour. 

Query 4. Do thefe marks agree with 
Sagadahpcl^or Mufqueto Harbour or St. 

George's 
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George's Ifland ? or if not, with what 
harbour do they agree ? 

May 20. Went afliore, found water iflii- 
ing from fprings down the rocky cliffs, and 
dug pits to receive it. Found, at no great 
depth, clay, blue, red and white. Good lob;^ 
fters, rocfc-fifh, plaife, and lumps. With twtf 
or three hooks caught cod and haddock 
enough for the fhip's company three days. 

24. The Captain, with 14 men armed, 
inarched through two of the illands, one of 
which we guefled to be four or five miles ia 
compafs and one broad. Abundance of great 
mufcles, fome of which contained pearls. 
One had 14 pearls in it. 

30. The Captain with 13 men departed 
in the fliallop, leaving the fliip in harbour. 

31. The fhallop returned, having difcov- 
ered a great river trending far up into the 

main. 

. . f. 

QuJERY 5. What river wias this ? 

J^uM I. Indians cameand traded with us." 
Pointing to one part of the main, eaftward, 
they fignified to us that tihie Bq/habe^ their 
King, had plenty of fiirs and much toba<5co; 

" "N. B. Here Weymouth kidnapped five 

of the natives. 

yane 
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ryune-ii. Pafled up into tlie rjvCTwith 
ff^Jhip about a 6 iniles. 

Ohfervatiom by the Author of the Voyage.^ 

James Ro/Ur. 

" THE firft fnd chief thing required for a 
Akntatioi^ is a bold coaft» and fair land to fall 
in with. The next is a fafe harbour for fhips 
to ride in. 

" The firft is a fpecial attribute of this 
ftiore, being free from fands or dangerous 
rocks, in a continual good depth, with a moft 
excellent land-fall as can be defired, which is 
the firft ifland, named St. George. 

*' For the fecond, here are more good har-. 
hours for fhips of all burdens than all Eng* 
land can afford. The river, 4s it runneth up 
into the main very nigh forfy jniles, towards 
the Great Mountaws^ beareth iji breadth a 
mile^ fometimes three-foiu-ths, and half a 
mile is the narroweft, where you fhall never 
have lefi than four or five fathom, hard by 
tfee fhore-; but fix^ feven, eight, nine, ten, 
^t low water. Oft both fides, every half 
mile> very gallant covcsj fome able to con^ 
t^dn ahnoft, one hundred iail. of ihips ; thiK 
gEQuiid is ^n f^cellontfo;^ ooz€, ^ith totigH 

cjay 



clsiy. for anchbir-hold j and ihips may ^ lie 
without anchor, only moored to the fhoro'^ 
with a hawfci:, 

**It floweth fixtcen or eighteen feet at 
high water. 

" Here are" made by nature, moft excel- 
lent places, as dockes* to grave and cardial 
^ipa of all burdens, iecure from &11 windst 

*'The river yi^ldeth plenty of faljndn,' 
and other fiihes of greajt^ bignefs. 

^^ The bordering Und is moft nch, treQd« 
ing all along on both iides, in an equal plfiipj 
neither mountainous nor rocky, but verged 
with a greep border of grafs j which may ' 
be made good feeding ground, being plenti- 
ful like the outward iflands, with &eih 
waters w)iich ftreameth down in many 
pljv:es. 

. "As. we paffed with a gentle wind, in ' 
pur ihip, up this river, any man may con^' 
ceive with what admiration we all confente(f 
i& joy ; many who had been travellers in 
fundry countries, and in the moft &mous 
rivers, affirmed them not comparable to 
this. I will not prefer it before our river 
of Thaijaes, becaufe it is England*s richeft 
treafuie J but we did all wi£h thofe excelleQit; 

harbours, 
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iMurbours, good depths, continual convenient 
breadth, and fmali dde-gate^ to be as well 
therein, for our country's good, as we found 
them here j then i would boldly affirm it to 
be the moft rich, beautiful, large, fecure 
hstfbouring river that the world affordeth*'* 

- June \i. ' *^Our Captain manned bis 
JhaUop with fcventeen men, and ran up to 
the coddc of the river, where we landed, 
leaving fix to keep tJie fhallop. Ten of us, 
tnth our {hot, iand fomi armed, with a boy 
to carry powder and match, marched up the 
country, toward the mountains^ which wc 
8efcricd at our firft falling in with the land, 
and were continuaily in our vieiv. To fome 
of them, the river brought us fo near, as we 
judged ourfelves, when we landed, to be 
within a league of them ; but we found 
Hkeixx not, having marched well nigh four 
xniles, and pafled three great hills. Where- 
f<Mre, l^ecaufe the -weather was hot, and our 
men ih"^ their armour, nbt able to travel far 
and return' to our'^-pihnace it night, we re* 

Klved not fo^fcravd' further. -^^ 

•■- < • 

*' We were no'fponef come a-board our pin- 

■» ■* ,■"•■••■■■ , • 

naciQ, returning' downioward our (hip, but we 
Spied a.'c^^be coinirig from the" further part 

of 
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of the ri:?^^fe ^ 4 be river ^ eajiward^ In it 
were three IiidtwM;, one of whom we bad 
before feen,r ^ud Hs coming waajLVcry eai> 
nefUy to importune us to let one of our men 
go with them to the Bajhabc^ and then the. 
next morning he, would come to our ihip 
with fiirs and tobacco." 

N. B. They did not accept the invita-^ 
tion, becaufe they fufpefted danger 
from the favagjcs^ having detained five 
of their people on board to be carried 
to £agland. 

June Ij. "^ By two o'clock in the morn- 
ing, taking' advantage of the tide, we went.- 
in our pinnace up to that part of the river 
which trendeth weji into the msdn, and wc. 
carried a crofs to ereft at that point, (a thing, 
never omitted by any Chriftian travellers.) 
Into that river, we rowdd^ by eftimation, 
twenty miles. 

" What profit or pleafure is defcribed in 
the former part of the river, is wholly doubled 
in this ; for the breadth and depth is fuch, 
that a ihip, drawing feventeen or eighteen 
feet of water, might have pafled as J&r as . 
we went with ouxjhallopy and much further^ 
becaufe we left it in fo good depth. From 

the 
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^;hei^]^^c& ixito ^he ^uady ,to tke:fDr^ 
theft poiq|,we were in-diis, riv^^ by pur 

ieftimation, was not much lefs tliaa tbree/k^4f 

■* - - ■ * ■ 

jpjltSi . {That iSi as I uuderfland 4t^ frenl 
Pentecdft Harbour they went if$ tbz JHp 
forty miles, to. the cbdde of- the river j ^s^ 
thence in the fhallop, or pinnace, twenty 
miles up the weft branch.] 

QifERy 6. What is meant hycodde f It 
appears tQ be an old word. 

" We were fo pleafed with this n^x^ and 
fo loth to forfake it, that wc Wdvdji have 
continiied there willingly for two days^ 
having only bread arid cheefe to eat. But 
the tide not fuffering it, we came down 
with the ebb. We conceived that the river 
ran vefy far into the land, for we pafled 
fix or feven miles altogether frejh water j 
(whereof we all drink) fofced up by the 
flowing of the fait water. 

June 14. We warped our Jhi^ down 
to the river*s mouth, and there came to 
anchor. 

15. Weigjied anchor, and with a hrttik 
fironi die land, came to otiSr watering place: 
in Pentecoft Hiairbour^ and filled our i!alk'.- 

"Our 



^Oiir Gaptaio^ upon a rock in thie midft 
of this harbour^ made his obfervation hv thfc 
un, of the height, latitude, auA variation, 
ca^y, upon all his inftruments, viz. aftro- 
labe, iemifphere, ring, and crofs-ftafF, and an 
excellent variation compafs. The latitude he 
found 4j degrees 20 miuutes, north ; the 
variation, 1 1 degrees 1 5 minutes, weft. ' 

NiB. In this latitude no part of the 

. American coaft lies, except Cape Por- 

' poiCe, where is only a boat harbour. 

The rivers neareft tt it are on the foutb, 

. ■,- Kennebunk, a tide river of no great ex- 

tent, terminating in a brook ; and 09 

^:, the north,Saco,the:navigation of which 

is obftruifted Vy a bar at its mouth, 

, .and by a fall ax the diftance of fix os 

*• ^ * .■■■ ■■*■* 

-feven miles from die fea. Neither of 
^ . thefe could be ^ the river; defcrlbed ia 

Wejrmouth's JqurnaL IJift^ti^^V^ft 
. of the latitude, or the printed acppunt 
of it, muft have^ been. erroneous..; , 

c3* ** Captain Williams tvill be fo obliging- 
as to put dowti his remarka on ther above ab- 
ftxad in writing, for the ufe of his humble. 

^^"^ JERJ^Y BeLKJJA^."- 

■ ft .1 

BtJltH, Augitfi tt, 1757. 

T ' Captain 
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Cdptaht Willi AMs'ji Answbh/ 

♦' THE.firft land Captain Weymouth faw;, 
a whitilli fandr cliff, W. K. W. fi* leagues^ 
muft have been Sankoty Head [Nantucket, j 
With the wind at W. S. \V. add S. S. W^. he 
could have fetched into this bay, [BoftoriT 
arid muft have feen Cape Cod, had the Weath-J 
cr been cleat. But, 

The latid he faW oii the 17th, I thmk 
muft be the ifland Monhegan, as no other ifl- 
and •anfwera the defcription. In my laft 
cruize to the caftward, I founded, and had 
thirty fathom Jl, about one league to the north- 
ward of the iiland^ The many iflands he 
few, arid the main lahd, extending from W- 
8. W, to £• N. E. agree with that fliore ; 
the mountains he faw bearing N. N. R were 
Pchob'fcbt Hills or Mduifthins ; for from the 

" - » - - . « 

place where I fuppofe th^ fhip lay at anchor^ 

■»- 

the above mountains fear N. N. E. * 

The harbour where he lay with hfs fhip/ 
and named Pentecoft Harbour, is, I filppofe,' 
what is now cdled Oeorgt^s IJlan^ Harboury 
which bears north from Monhegan, about 
two leagues ; which harbour and ifland? 
agree with his defcriptions, I think, tolerably, 
well, and the name, Georgis Iflands^ fervcs 
to cortfim^ it. ^j^^^ 
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When tiic Captain invent in his boat and 
difcoyered a great river tending Ux up into 
the main, I fuppofe hie went as far as Two- 

Buflf Iflaftd, about three or four leagues from 

• ■ • ... 

the fhip, from thence he cpuld difcover Pe- 
nobfcot Bay, 

HSct. 

Piftsnce from the ihip to Two-Bufti 

Ifland 18 about - ^ i o 

FfoA Two-Buih Ifland to Owl's Head 9 
From Owl's head tg the north end of 

Long-Ifland - - 27 

From the north end of Long-Ifland to 

Old Fort Pownal - - 6 

From die Old Fort to the head of the 

tide, or falls, in Penobi(:ot Hiver 30 



82 
I fuppofe he went with his fliip, round 
Two-Bufti Ifland, and then failed up to the 
weftward of Long-Ifland, fuppofing himfelf 
to be then in the river ; the mountains on 
the main to the weftward extending near as 
lugh up as Belfafl: Bay. I think it probable 
that he anchored with his {hip oflf the point 
which is now called the Old Fort Point. 

The codde of the river, where he went 
with his fhaUop, and marched up in the 

country, 



j^ pf the. cod4e of the nyM% ea(l waii:<li> mthiX 
I ^dia p s, J t|)iAk.it p];;obahl6£;p.ai^ ixow Bag-sc 
aduce. . :.l 

I. The: word codd^ is npt common ; bji$ Iv 
have oftea heard it ; as, " up in the codde of 
t^e bfy,'* meaning the bottom of the bay^ 
I :fupDo(e what he calls ^' the codde of tjic 
river,*' i? a bay in the river^ 

. The latitude . qf St, George's Ifland H^- 
bpur, according to HoUan4's map, is forty- - 
three degrees forty-eight minutes, which is - 
r^ne leagues more north than the obferva* 
tion made by Captjun Weymouth* 

"^'^ ■ Bojlon^ O^oler i, 1797* 

: > I MADE the foregoing remarks, whiM'* 
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oa my laft cruize to the eaftward. If any- 
further information is neceflary, that is in- 
my poiyer to give,, you n^^ command me, 

I am*, with refpeft. Sir, 

Tour obedient humble fervant, 

John Foster Williams^/ 

Rev. Dr. Beiknap. --^ 

Weymouth's 
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fiMT the difcovery of Penobfcot BU^rar, aod fcxr 
the decoyi&g of five oi^ natives on board hisv 
ib^^ 'whom be canfed to England. Hufee 
€£iii^m -were- takseflh ii!teo v the family- of Sir. 
I!erdinando Gorges, then Governor of Plym-^ ' 
outhy^ In : Beyonfhire. Th^ informatioa 
wl|ich-he gained fi;onv them, corroborated b j- 
Mardn Pring, of Briftol, who inade a fecondr 
V9^igeia Ju6d6, (and profecuted the difcove- 
ry of the rivers in the Diftrift of Maine)r 
prepared the way for thf attempt of Sir Joha. 
Popham. and others to eilablifh a Colony at 
fSagadahock, in 1607 ; an accoimt of which 
attempt, and its ^ure^ is aheady. ^ven IQ, 
the life of Sir Ferdinando Gorgei** 

In the early accounts of tins country we 
find the names of Mavofben and Norumhiga. 
Mavoflien was a name for the whole Diftri£b 
pf Maine, containing nine or ten rivers ; the 
weftemmoft of which was Shawakotock, 
(written by the French Chouakoet and by 
the Englifh, Saco.) The eaftemmoft was 
Quibequeflbn,f which I take to be eaft- 

war^ rf>4??^^^^^^^> ^^^ cannot fay by what 
pame it is now called. Norumbega was, a 

part 

^ Vol. I. p. i^o. t Purchas, v. 1873, 
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part of the fame ififtn^t^ comprcheiid-* 
Ing Penobfcot Bay arid Ri^er ; but its eaft- 
cm and weftem limits arc not dcfcribed** 

■ It is alfo fo be noted that thi' river Penob-t 
j^t wad fi>metimes (failed Pemaquid, ihoiighf 
this latter name is now reftrided to a poittt 
dft neck' of land which lies about fix le^ues 
t6 the weftward. Penobfcot is called by die 
French, Pentagdet. 

' This confufioA' of names occafions no fmall' 
Jietpleiitity to inqtdrers into the geographj*^ 
cariy hiftory of diis couhtryt 



♦*Parctos, V: 162 St 1632. 
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X HE firfl effeOual fetdements ^ the 
£&gUfli in New-£nglaild were made by thoie^ 
whoy after the Reformation^ difiented froni 
the leflabliihmeat of the Epifcopal Church, 
who fuflbred on accouiikt of their diifent, an4 
fought an afylum from their fufferings. Uni, 
iwmty was infifted en with fuch rigour, as 
dUgttiled many confciendous minifters and 
people of the Giurch of England, and caufe<i 
that ieparation which has ever fmce fubfifted. 
Thofe who could not conform to the eilabr. 
lifhment, but wiihed £qs a more complete ref- 
ormation, were at firfl: diilinguifhed by the 
name of Puritans ; and among thefe the moft; 
ngid were the Brownifts^ fo called from 
Robert Brown, " a fiery young clergyman,' ^* 
who, in 1580, headed a^ zealous party, and 
was vehement for a, total feparation. ]put 
his. zeal) however violent, was void of con* 
fiftfi^cy ; for, in hi^ advanced years, ^e con- 
formed to the Church ; whilft othqrs,. wha 
more deliberately withdrew, retained their 
feparation, though they becapaie more qandid 

and 
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and moderate in theuyprinciplcs.* Of thefe '^ 
people a Ck)ngregation ^^i^ formed^' about the 
year 1602, near the confines of the coundes 
of York^ Nottinghacoi and Lincoln j., who 
^ole for their miniftoes, Ridi^rd CliiUm and 
John Rohinfon-t 

f Mr< Robicfibn was born iii the year 1575^ 
but the place of his birth is unknown. He 
was probably educated- in the Uniireriky of 
Cambndge ;% and he is faid to have be^ei 
^a man of a leanied^ poli&ed^ and modeib 
^irit ; pious and ftudious of the triith ;. 
largely accomplilhed with gifts and quaHfi^ 
cations fuitable to be a fhepherd ov^ct this 
flock of Chrift." Before his election to this 
office, he had a benefice, near Yarmouth^ in 
Norfolk, where his friends .were frequently 
molefted by the bifhop^s officers, and &xpc 
were almofl ruined b^lprofecutions iac&e 
ccckfiallical courts. § = ' \ 

The reigning prirtce, at that time, was 
James L than wKom, a more contemptible- 
charaftcr never fat cm the Biitifh throne. 
Educated in the prindples of Preibyterianifm; 

' in 

♦ NeaPs New-Etfgland, I. 58, 60. 

t Prince, I. 4* 20. ^j: Morton, 2. 

§ Neal's Par. 870. II. 49. 



«.< 



JB[ b B I N 3 G N. t^ 

!n^ Scbtlancf, 'he ForgJbt them all oii 4iis 'ad- 
iMriicemtht-^fd the^-fltronfe of the three kingi. 
dhmsi^- ^ Flattered by the bifhops, he gave all 
c&lcfiafficial power ' irftd their hands, and 
cHftufted fycophants with the' management 
of the State ; whilft he indolently refigncd 
himfclf ta literary and fenfuah indulgencies ; 
in the former of which he was a pedant j 
in the latter an epicure* Thft profecution of 
the Puritans was cbnduded -wittt unrelenting 
feverity in the fof inierpart of his reign, when 
Bancroft was Archbifliop of Canterbury. 
Abbot who fucceedcd him was favourable to 
them J but when Laud came into power, 
they wete treated with every mark of i'^fiilt ' 
attd cirtielty. 

•Rbbinfon's congregation did not efcape 
pfertecufion by feparating from the eftablifh- 
nieht and forming an independent church. 
Still expofed to the penalties of the ecclefiafti- 
1 cal law, they were extremely haraflcd j 
fome ware thrown into prifon, fome were 
confined to their own houfes ; others Were 
obliged to leave their fSrms and fufpcnd their ' 
ufual occupations. Such was their diflxefs 
and perplexity, that an emigration to fome 

U . foreign 

* Neal's N, E. I. 70. 
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foreign country feemed. the only means- of 
' fafety. Their firft views were diredked to 
Holland, where the fpirit of commerce had 
didated a free toleration of religious opiur- 
ions ; a bleffing, which neither the wifdom 
of politicians, nor the charity of clergymea 
had admitted into any other of the Europe- 
an States. But the ports- of their own coun- 
try were fhut againft them j they could get 
away only by feeking concealment and giv- 
ing extravagant rates for their paflages and 
fees to the mariners.* 

In the autumn of 1607, a company of 
thefe Diflenters, hired a flaip at Bofton in 
Lincolnfhire to carry them to Holland. The 
Mailer promiied' to be ready at a certain 
hour of the day, to take them on board, with 
their families and efFeds. They aflembled 
at the place ; but he difappointed them. 
Afterward he came in the night ; and when 
they were embarked, betrayed them into 
the hands of fearchers, and other officers ;'f 
who, having robbed them of money, books 
and other articles, and treated the wom^n, 
with indectncy, carried them back into the 

town, ' 

* Hazard's Collc<5lions, I< 151. 
f Prince, 23. Hutch.' I. 449. 
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town, and expofed them as a laughing fpec- 
tacie to the multitude. They were arraigned 
before the magiftrates, who ufed them with 
civility ; but could not reieafe them, without 
an order of the King and Council. Till 
this arrived, they fufFered a month's imprifen^ 
ment ; feven were bound over to the affize, 
and the others were reieafed. 

The next fpring (1608) they made anoth- 
er attempt,* and hired a Putch veffel, then ly- 
ing in the harbour, to take them on board. 
The place agreed on was an unfrequented 
common, between Hull and Grimlby, r^ 
mote from any houfes. The women and 
children with the baggage were fent down 
the river in a fmall bark, and the men agreed 
to meet them by Jand ; but they came to 
the place a day before the fhip arrived. The 
water being rough, and the women fick, they 
prevailed on the pilot of the bark to put into 
a fmall creek, where they lay aground, when 
the Dutchman came and took one boat- 
load of the men on board. . Before he c©uld 
fend for the others, a company of arm- 
ed men appeared on horfeback ; which 
fo frightened him, that he weighed anchor, 

ar^d, 

* Mather's Mag- H. 3- 
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and, the wind being fair, put to fea; Some 
of the men who were left behind, made their 
cfcapej others, who went to the affiftance 
of the women, were with them apprehended 
and carried from one Juftice of the Peace to 
another ; but the Juftices, not knowing what 
to do with fo many helplefs and diftreffcd 
perfons, difmiffed them. Having fold their 
houfes, cattle and furniture, they had no 
homes to which they could retire, and were 
therefore caft on the charity of their friends, 

'* Thofe who were hurried to fea without their "^''' 
femilies, and deftitute even of a change of 
clothes, endured a terrible ftorm, in which 
neither fun, moon nor liars appeared for fev- 
en days. This ftorm drove them far to the 

.Av ^northward, and they very narrowly efcaped 
foundering. . After fourteen days they arri- 
ved at Amftcrdam, where the people were 
furprized at their deliverance ; the tempeft 
having been very fevere, and much damage 
having been fuftained, both at fea, and in the 
harbours of the continent. 

This forlorn company of emigrants were 
foon after joined by their wives and families* 
The remainder of the church went over, in 
the followinr fummer ;^' Mr, Robinfon, with 

. . : • a few 

* Prince, 24. 
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a few others, remained to help the wcakeft, 
till they were all embarked.* 

At Amfterdam, they found a congj^ga- 
tion of their countrymen, who had the lame 
religious views, and had emigrated before 
L them-t Their minifter was John Smithy 
a man of good abilities, and a popular preach-^ 
er; but unfteady in his opinions. J Thefc 
people fell into controverfy, and were foon 
fcattered Fearing that the infeftion might 
ipread, Robinfon propofed to his chxirch a 
further removal j to which, though much to 
their difadvantage, in a temporal view, they, 
confented ; and after one year fpent at Am- 
fterdam, they removed to Leyden, where 
they continued eleven years. During this 
time, their number fo increafed, by frequent ' 

emigrations 

* As nothing more is faid of "the aged Mr. Clifton," ft 
is probable that he died, before this embarkation. 

f Prince, 19, 24, 26. . 

X Mr. Neal fays, that he refined on the principles of tho 
Brownifts, and at laft declared for the Baptifts 5 that he 
left Amfterdam, and fettled with a party at Ley ; where, 
being at a lofs for a proper adminiftrator of baptifm, he 
firft plunged himfclf, and then performed the ceremony on. 
others ; which gained him the name of a Sf-lapttft. Af- 
ter this he embraced the principles of Armlnius, and pub-. 
Ufhed a book, which Robinfon anfwered in 161 1 ; but 
^mVh foon after died, and his congregation was difrdvcd. 

NcaVs JPurttans, 8vos II* 49. 
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emigirations from England, that they had in 
the church three hundred communicants.* 
At Ley den they enjoyed much harmony 
among themfelves,t and a friendly inter- 
irourfe with the Dutch ; who, obferving their 
diligence and fidelity in their bufinefs, enter- 
tained fo great a refpeft for them, that the 
magiftrates of the city, ( 1 6 1 9) in the feat of 
juftice, having occafion to cenfure fome of 
the French Proteftants, who had a church 
there, made this public declaration. " Thefe 
Englifh have lived among us ten years, and 
yet we never had any fuit or accufation 
againft any of them j but your quarrels arc 
continual.":}: 

The 

* Cotton's preface to Robbins's ordination fcrmon. 

t Governor Hutchinson (I prcfume through inatten- 
tion) has mifreprefented this matter, (Vol. II. 451) by 
faying, " that in the twelve years of their refidcncc, in Hol^ 
land, they had r(?«/^«//(?» among themfelves, divided^ and 
became t^o churches." The t<w9 churches of Smith and 
Robinfon fubfifted diftin^ly and unconnedlcdly before they 
quitted England.' It was to avoid conUniion that the lat- 
ter removed from Amfterdam, where the former fell to 
pieces. Not the leaft evidence Qi contention^ in the church - 
of Leyden, appears in any of our firft hiftorians ; but 
there is the falleft tcftimony of the contrary in all of them. 
No divifion took place, till the emigration of part of them " 
to America, when the utmoft harmony and love were 
manifefled on the occafion. 

tMbrtbn, 5. 
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The year (1609) in which Mr. Robinfon 
went to Leyden, was remarkable for the death 
of Jacobus Arminius, one of the Divinity 
Profeflbrs in the Univeriity of that city. Bcr 
tween his fucceffor, Epifcopius, and the other 
theological Profeflbr, Polyander, there was 
much oppoiition ;* the former teaching the 
doiSrine of Arminius, and the other that of 
Calvin, The controverfy was fo bitter, that 
the difciples of the one would fcarcely hear 
g^the Lectures of the other. Robinfon, though 
^he preached conftantly three times in the 
week, and was much engaged in writing, at- 
tended the difcourfes of each ; and became 
mafter of the arguments on both fides of the 
controverted queflions. Being fully per- 
ftiaded of the truth of the Calvinian fyftem, 
and openly preaching it, his zeal and abilities 
rendered him formidable to the Arminians ; : 
which induced Epifcopius (161 3) to publifh 
feveral thefes, and engage to defend them 
againfl all oppofers. 

Men of equal abilities and learning, but 

of different fentiments, are not eafily induced- ■ 

to fubmiflion ; efpecially in a country where 

opinion is not fettered and reftrained by the 

. ruling power. Polyander, aided by the min- 

ifter^ 

* Prmcc, 29, 3«, ..,. 
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of the city, rcquefted Robinfon t6 accept 
the chsdienge. Though his vanity was flat-i 
tcrcd by the requeft, yet, being a ftranger, hd 
modeftly declinfed the combat. But the^ 
preffing importunity prevailed over his re-; 
luftance ; and, judging it to be his duty, he^ 
on a fet day, held a public difputation witH $ 
the Arminian Profeffor, in prefcnce of a very 
numerous aflembly. 

It is ufual, on fuch occasions, for the par-^ 
tizans on both fides to c\dim the victory fot ||fc 
their refpedtive champions. Whether it were 
fo, at this time, cannot be determined, as we # 
have no account of the controverfy from the 
Arminian party. Governor Bradford, who 
was a member of Robinfon's church, and 
probably prefent at the difputation, giVes thig 
account of it.* " He fo defended the truth, 

■ 

and foiled the oppofer, as to put him to aa 
apparent nonplus in this great and public 
audience. The fame he did a fecond and a 
third time, upon the like occafions ; which, 
a$^ it caufed many to give praife to God, that 
the truth had fo famous a viftory, fo it pro/ ^ 
cured for Mr. Robinfon much refpfeft arid* 
honour from thefc learned men and othetpp!! ^ 

When 

♦ Prlice, 3a. 
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Whtn Rdiiaiaa fiift went ta Halhnd, 
U waa ost of the doft rigid leptKiD&a frank 
tlu Chutch ef Eagknd. Heluilvritten in 
deltdce cif the fepatatioa, in adfwer to Dr. 
WSIiam Amu,* «h<^e oaia^ in the petu- 
lance of 013 wit; he hid changed to Ami/t^^ , 

;\ After his xemoval to Hollriodj he. met irith. '^ 
i>r. Ames and Mr. Robett Farkerj an emi- 
nent IJlTine of V^iltfliire, who ^ beeri Obli- 
ged to £7 tKltfaerirom the teff^ of the High 

If GomidilEon Cou^' onder the direOion o^ 

* Ut. Ames ^tr««dacata4>it Cambridge, im^e' t^c ^ 
«Mni Pet Icins, and bccune Fellow of Chrii^ Cbliege. Iii 
1 609 k gxre Offence » ^c dcntlcaini cl%e UniTeriitr^ 
br pnacbihg sgatofl casd» and dice ; ajid to avoid pTofc^* . 
hiEion fbriwn^xififonDitr, fled to Holland. He grfi £et- ..|jl 
^d^ 1|B« Hagde, whence be was iitvited by the States of Iff 
Infal^ad to the chair o^ Theological Profeffor arfiwne- ^ 
k*i«Uchiie (died with rcpoution, for nrelvCTTCBii. H«),\,' 
iNU aii sd>le coitfrorerGal writer ; hii ft^rlc waf cOncUct 
an^ fail argumenti acute; He wfott feveral treatife^ 
npSiiSl the Annmi^^ befidei his fafflcms Mi'A^ Tb^^ 
U^es. He afte^lM ttjWtvti to Rotterdam t tmt !ha' 
I6r.d£ HoUuid noiSgiilfeing iriih ki* conRitiitionf he d«- ^ 

^jeanrincd to como to New-Engjahd. This wai prevented ,^ 
^^fbh death, in 1633. His widow and family afterward.V ^HP* 
^^artts over, and his pofteritj- ha*e been refpcflable evei^Jj/ 

Cnce. His valuable library ttccattie the jttft tM ^ of Hap* 
l^hj^CoUege, where it ^vas cWuinjKl.bT- fire, in i-jA^ M^H 

^^^H Prinrp. an. Neai^Rtf. II. ±i: a6c. kst ^^ 



Prince, ag. Neai^"«r. H- 4^ "65, ta' 

' f tftbtard's (lis. Hm. ^Jfii ^A,-' 



»w 



i(b ROB I N S-O-N. • 

AfChbiibop Bancroft. la a, free convefia^ 
fipxx with tb^fe gentl^naen, Robinfon wa^- 
conviaced of his miftake, fobmitted to the 
xeproof of Dr* Ames, and became, ever af- 
ter, more moderate in his fentfments refpedt- 
iflfg feparatlon. In a book which he puhr- 

!^ liihed, (1610) he allowed and defended .the 
■' Liwfulnefs of commiimcating with the 
Cliurch of England, " in the word and pray- 
er," that is, in the extempore prayer, before 
the fermon, though hot in the ufe of the ■ 
ff' Liturgy, nor in the indifcriminate admiffion 
'' * to the ikcraflaents* Yet he would allow the 
pious members of the Church of England, 
and of all the reformed churches, to commu- - 
nicate with his charch j declaring that he- 
. * ^feparated from no chxn-ch j . but from the 
'^ corrtiptions of all churches. This book: 
gained hirti the title of a Semi-feparatift, and ' 
was fo offenfive to the rigid Brownifts of 
Amfterdam, that they would fcarcely hold 
communion with the Church of Leyden. 
Thefe were called Robinfbnians and Inde- 
pendents ; but the name by which they diC-ii! 

: ^tipguifhed themfelves, was, a CongregaticAi- 
al Chur<^ ;{ 

'^j^- 'nieir grantj principle was the fame whijqh 

was afterward held and defcSaded by Q^lUng- 

"'- '^ worth 
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worth and Hoadlcy, that thfe Scriptures, givr- 
eri by infpirat$on, contain the true reKjgion j 
that every man has a right to judge for him- 
felf of their meaning; to try all doftrine.$ 
by them, and to worihip God according to 
the didtates of his own enlightened con* 
I fcfence.* They admitted, for truth, the doc- 
trinal articles of the Church of England, as 
well as of the reformed churches in France, 
Geneva, Switzerland, and the United Prov^ 
j^ Snces ;f allowing sJl their members free com-* 
^ munion, and differing from them only in 
matters of an ecclefiaftical nature. Refpedt- 
^^ Jng thefe, they held, (i.) That no church 
i;; ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ought ■■ V 

* Prince, 91— 93. Cotton's Preface. ; 

• , \ The words of Robinfon in his Apologyi as ^ksd hy . 
:|<Ieal, are as follow, Neal^s Pur. Bvo. II. 49. 

"Profitemur coram Deo et hominibus, a^eo nobis con- 
•renire cuni EcclefHs reformatis, Belgicis, in re religionis, 
jit omnibus et fingulis earunc(cm Ecd^lianim fidci articu- 
^s, prout habentur in barmoxua confeflionum fidci, parati 
fumus fubfcribere. Ecclefias reformat as pro veris et ge- 
nuiiiis, habemus, cum iifdem in facris Dei communionem 
prodtemor, et quantum in nobis eft, colimus. Conciones 
¥l^t4icss al> iUarpm Paftoribus habitas^ ex noilris qui no^ 
runt hnguam Belgicam frequentant. Sacram coenam 
^' ^rum membris, fi qua forte noftris coctibus ihterHnt 4iohU 
^Qgnitai participamus.'* 
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Q^ght to CQufiil of more m^mber^ than caa 
^jjixyeaipatly. meet togetber far woiiQiip m^.: 
dycipline, (2.) That pyery church of ClMfift 
14. to confift only 9f fuch ^ appei^ to beUei^ 
in jLVid obey him. (3.) That any competent 
number pf fuch h^^c ^ ngbt, when coor?^ 
fdence obliges, them, to form themfdvea into 
a diftina; church. (4.) That thi^ ir^corpoijlt 
t|on i§y by fome contract or covenant, expreiJ^ 

ed or implied* is*) Tkl^h b^i^^g ^^^^ incor-- 
por^ted, they have a right to ehoofe their ■ 
ftwn officers. (6t) That tbefe officers arc ^ 
^<ift<^V^ Of teaching Elders, Rujmg Elders 
fnd J)eac.onst (7.) That elders being chcH>f|| 
,i£n aAd ordained have no power to rule the»^^ 
'cnurch but by confent of the brethren. 
(8.) That all elders and all churches are 
equal in refpe£t of powers and privileges*^ 
(9.) With refpe£t to ordinances^ they hdd^ 
that bapttfm is to be adminifiered to vifible bsfir 
lievers and their infant children ; but they adr 
mitted only the children of communicai^ts tor 
baptifm. That the Lord's Supper is tp be re^ ^ 
ceived futmg at the table ; whilft they were: 
in Holland, they received it every LordV 
Day, That ecclellafUcal cenfures were 
wholly fpiritual, and not to be accompanied 

. urith 



^yrith 'l«imp<M?i^ pen^d^ (i a) They ad* 
I*ftte4 Q& holy days bi»t the Chriflian Siibh' 
bbth^ though i^ey had occafionally days of 
fafliiig and diankfj^ykig, And, finally, they 
tmStmCt^ all fight of ht^maz) inventiofi or 
knpbfidoa in reli|g;ious mattere^ 

^ Having enjoyed their liberty in HoUan4 
leight or nine years, in which time they had 
become acquainted with the country and the 
inanners of its inhabitants, they bcigan tq 
think of another remov^ (^617.) The reit* 
\^ fons of which, ^erc thefe.* (1.) Moft cf 
them ha4 been bred to the bufmeis c^ hxA- 
■jf\- baadry ia England ; but, in Holland, they 
y^' were oUijged tq learn mechanical trades, ani$| 
life urarioMs methods £pr their fubfiftence, 
which were not fo agreeable to tl^m as cul- 
tmtion^ (2.) The language, planners and 
habits of the Dutch were not rendered plea£» 
ing. \sf faqailiarity ; an4> ia p^cular,. the 
looie and cardefa manner in which the Sal> 
bath was regarded in Holland^ gave them 
great offence. (3.], Tht climate was un- 
favourable to their hesdtb ; many of them 
were in the decline of life ; their children, 
ppprcfied witb labour and difeafe, became i&- 

uDm^ 

' f Morton, 3r-4 Math. Ma^ II. 2. 
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•firm, and the vigour of nature fecmcd '■ to 
abate at an early age. (4.) The licentiout ^ 
nefs in which youth was indulged, was a per- 
nicious example to their children ; feme of 
whom became failors, others foldiers, and 
many were diflblute in their moftils ; nor . 
could their parents reftrain them, without ' ^ 
giving offence, and incurring reproach. 
Thefe confiderations afforded them the mel- 
ancholy profpedt, that their pofterity would, 
in time, become fo xmxed with the Dutch,j| 
as to lofe their intereft in the Englffli nation, 
to which they had a natural and flrong at- 
tachment. (5.) They obferved, alfo, that 
many other Englifh people, who had gone to 
Holland, fuffercd in their health and fub- 
ilanc^; aitd either returned home to bear the 
inconveniences from which they had fled, 
or were reduced to poverty abroad. For 
thefe reafons they concluded that Holland 
was not a country in which they could hojpe 
for a permanent and agreeable refidence. 

The queflion then was, to what part of 
the world Ihould they remove, where they 
might expe£t freedom from the burdens un-^ 
der which they had formerly groaned, and 
the blefKngs of civil and religious liberty, 
which they had lately enjoyed. " ' 

The 



.,4- 



. '«l3lift. Dutch inerchahtSy being apprized of 
^ their difconteiit, made them large ofiers^ i£^ 
they would go to fome of their foreign plan- 
tations ; but their attachment to the Englilh 
natioii 2ii^d government was invincible.* Sir 
Walter Raleigh had^ about this time, raifed 
^ the fame of Guiana, a rich and fertile coun- 
' try of America, between the tropics, blefled 
with a perpietual fpring, and produd;ive of 
every thing which could fatisfy the wants o£ 
man, with little labour. To this country the 
'news of fome of the moft fanguine were di- 
re&ed ; but confidering that, in fuch warm 
climated jdifeafes were generated, which often 
proved fatal to European conftitutions, and 
that their neareft neighbours would be the 
Spaniards, who, though they had not aftually 
occupied the country, yet claimed it as their 
own, and might eafily difpoflefs them, as they. 
' had the French of Florida ; the major part 
diiapproved of this propofal. 

They then turned their thoughts toward 
that part of America, comprehended under 
the general name of Virginia, f There, if 
they (hould join the Colony already eftab- 
Kfhed, they muft fubmit to the government 

of 

* Hubbard's MS. Hiftory, 37, 
f Prince, 50. Hazard, I. 359. 
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o£ the Chnrdi of Eoghuid If they (hout^ 
attempt a aew plariiiatioa^ the hocron, of k 
wildemef% atsxl the criiekies of tta lavage m^ 
habitants were ptiefentdd to their ttew. It wa» 
anfwered^ that the Dutdt had begua to plant 
^thitl theile liniits^. and were uilindlefted j 
that all greiUr noodertakings were attended mtb: 
dilBidtiltiea j but that the profpedt. of danger 
iioA not rendisrthcr entetpiize de^crate ; that^ 
ihould they remaia iii Holland^ they wece 
not free £rom. dax^er, aS a tnke between the 
United ProTloees. and Spain, whidk h^d fufa^ 
fiiled twdri yeari^ was neaEy e^i^red,. and 
Jpctparatiooj^ weare makihg to renew the waf j 
that tho Spaiiiardfi:^ if fturce&fiil, might prove 
^ cxuasi as the lavages ; and th^t libett^r^ 
both civil and rdigioiite,; waa ahogetber pte- 
cscioiis: in Europd Thefe confiderations^ de« 
tenuined their vxfews ttiwani the nsunhafaited 
pitt of NorthrAmenGa,, clainied.by theif na« 
tive prince^ as pirt df his ^mihionK ; and 
their hope ^as, that by emigrating hither^ 
they might make way for tteef propagation 6£ 
the Chriftian reU^6n m a heathen land^ 
thongh (to ufe a phrafe of thdir own) "^thc|y. 
fhoyld be but as ftepping^lones to others^*^ 

who might comd after them* 

Thefe 

*■■ ■ 



^fneft Uungs were nrft debated in private, 
jtnd afterward propolro to. the whole Congre- 
gatiQn, who, after mature dehberation, and 1 
devout addrels to Heaven, determined to 
niajke application to the Virginia Company ia 
Londop, and tp inqiiire whether King James 
lyould grant them liberty of coAfcience in 
bis American donunions. John Carver and 
Robert Cuihman were appointed their agents 
on this OCcafion, and letters were written by 
Mr. Robinfon and Mr. Brewfter, their ruling 
f Ider, in the name of the Congregation^ to 
Sir Edwin Sandys and .Sir John Worften- 
holme, two principal members of the Vir- 
g^pia Company. 

In thofe letters they recommended them* 
felves as proper perfons for emigration,* be- 
caufe they were " weaned from the delicate 
milK of their own country, and fo inured to 
the difficulties of a flrange land, that no fmaU 
things would difcourage them, or make them 
wifh to return home ; that they h^ acquired 
habits of frugality, induftry, and felf-denial j 
iind were united in a folemn xrovenant, ,bj 
which they were bound to feek tlje welfai;^^ 
of the whole Company, and of every indi- 

X vidual 

^ Hazard, 52* 
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vidual perfotL*' They alfo gave a iuccindl 
aiid cahdid account of their religious princi'^ 
p]^ and practices, for the information of the 
Kin^ and his CounciL 

The anlwer t^hich they received was as 
favourable as ihey could expeft. The Vir- 
ginia Company promifed them as ample priv- 
liegei as were in their power to grant.* It 
iiras tJkoiiglit prudent hot to deliver their let- 
ter to the King and Council ; but application 
was ihade to Sir Robert Norton, Secretary of 
State', Who employed his iritereft vdth Arch- 
bifkop Abbot ; and by means of his nledia- 
fion, th6 Kidg pfdfnifed to connive at their 
rdigibiij pi1a£tices $ but he denied theiti toI« 
eration under the gfeat feal. With this an-^ 
fwer, and (bme private endouragemeiit, the 
agents returned to Holland. / 

It W2is iilipoQible ftit thfeih to tranfport 
fhefflfelves to America, without affiftance 
from the merchant adventurers in England. 
Further agency and agreements were necef- 
firy. The diffenlions in the Virginia Com- 
pany were tedious and violent ; and it wa$ 
Slot till after two whole years, that all the 
neceflary pfovifions and arrangements could 

be made for their voyage. 

In 

• Hubbard, 38. 
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vjAthcbegiuning of 1620, they kqrt afol- 
i^mn day ol^ prayer,* when IVIr, RobinfpA 
delivered ?i difcourfe from \ Samuel, xa^iii, 
3, 4 ; in which he endeavoured to remove 
^eif doubts, and cQnfiri9 their refolutions. 
It had been previoufly determined, that a part 
of then) fl^ould go to Aipetica, and prepsp^Q 
the way for (he othefs ; and that if {i ni&jOF, 
part (hoilld confent to go, the Paftor ^ould 
go with th^m j ptherwife, he fhould remsua 
in Hollands It was fpun4, on exanunation, 
tliat though a major part was wilUxig to go, 
yet they could not ^U get ready in f<iafpn ; 
therefore, the grater number being obliged 
to flay, they required Mr. Kphinfoi^ to ftay 
with thenu Mr. Brewfter, the ruling el^I^^a 
was appointed to go with the n^inprity^ who 
were ^> to be a^ abfolute Church of them- 
feives,^ as, well as. thofe that &9uld ftay ; with 
this pjovifQ^ Unat, ^ ^y fhpuld go over or 
return, they fhould be reputed as members^ 
without further difmiffioq, or t^ftimonial/^ 
The others were tp follow as fpon 9s poiCble. 
In July, they kept another d^ty of prayer^ 
when Mr„ Robinfon preached to ^em from 
^zra rvSi. 9 1, § and concluded his difcourfc 

vvith 

* 'Prince^ 66. 
I Neal's New-i^lao^i l^ 78. 
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>^I\nuift filfp a^vife 7012 j! to abandon^^- 
4^id) and fl^ke qAF th^ name of BrowkdUt- 
ij^T. It is a mere nicjc-iiame } and a brand. 
igr the making religion^ aii4 the profeJOKurv 
of it, odix>us ta the Chnftian world.^* .- 

'{iavi^ iaid tbis^ wkhifome other thii^gi^' 
fekting to thdr private condu£t| he devoutl;^: 
comm]tte4 theni to dte care and pt^pte£^o|^ 

of Divine IVPvi4«IV:^ ^ 

On die ^ {ft ^ J^fy the intended pai&iK 
^ers quitted l^ey^^^ to embark at DelftW 
haven, to vyljich plA?e they were accom'-: 
panied by many cf their brethren and. 
fnend$« feveral of whom had ponie ftotix 
Athfterdam to take; their leave of them. 
Xhe evening was fp^nt, till yery late^ in 
friendly copverfatipn ;; and the next morn-* 
ing^ the wind being Mr^ they went ovk 
bioard ; where Mr. Robinfoiii, pn his k^^s, 
ID a moft ardeQt ^ind afie£tioi)ate prayer J' 
again committed them to their divuie Prdt 
teGor, and with many teaxB, they parted 

After their arrival in NewrEngland, he- 
kept up a friendly corrcfpondence witi( 
them; and when any of them went to 

Europe; 



Hiin^^Sfef y»wr teeebtsBA by -^Sm^yntTi 
^ moft coital weicomAP^^I^ 
triuchrihen attended a voyage acn)& the 
Adanlic, tBe ejcpenfe of aa fsqtupme^t .loK 
a: new Colony, and ikt liaidihipB neceflax^^ 
inddecit to a pknt2ition la a diftant wildeci 
tiefs, proved a burden alraoH too g^^ibr 
thofe-vdbLO came over, iliey hoi aJbird 
ftco^le to fupport themfelves here, aoj:^ piyl 
the ddbfs which diey had €ontra£ked in 
England ; whilft thofe who renuaned^ in 
Hcltand, were in general too pQ6r to bear 
the.expenfe of a removal to Amenc^ y^th-* 
Qut the help of their brethren who had coma 
l|6fore them. Thefe things previented Mr. 
Robinfon from gratifying hi$ earqeft defire 
fo^vifit his Am^ticail brethren, and tiMg. 
equally ardent wHh to fee him, till ht wad 
removed by deslth to a better country** 

He 

t -BSorton in his Memorial (p. 8^) fays, thit " his aiid. 
ii&f dulf^/arief had long bben ft^tii^ how thej mighty 
hinder his coming to Ke#-£ngland." Hutchinfon (Vojhr 
iu p«454) fitys, " he was prevented hj difafpottUfrnnttf from 
thofe in Etfglandy who nhdertook to provide for xkkt 
paflag«.of hini aAd im CongtegatiOn.'' Whether t&efe' 
dSfappoistments were dtfigned or imavoklablef canaofr' 
now be determined. Candour would lead ^ to fuppojRl 
xke fatter. Bat the jfermer fuppoHtion is wit&itf'tltifc' 
limitf of credibifity^ 
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. fie cootiaued with Ixis ciiurch at JLcy&n^ 
fp good fiealth, ahi with a fair pr6Q>e£t or 
living to a more aidvjanced age, tm Saturday^ 
tlie 22d of February, 162^, whea he was 
icizei with an inward ague ; which, how- 
ever diftrefling, did not prevent his preacK- 
ihg twice on the next day.* Through th^ 
foIIoYsring week, his diforder increafed in ma- 
Bghity, and on Saturday, March i, put a^ 
end to his valuable life ; in the fiftieth year 
of his age, and in the height of his fejpUtar 
tion and ufefuliiefs. 

Mr. Robinfon was a man of a good genius^ 
quick penetration, ready wit, great modefty^ 
integrity and candour. His claflic literature 
and. acutenefs in difpultatioil were acknowl- 
^ged by his adveriaries. His manners 
were eafy, courteous and obiiging. Hi& 
preaching was inftrudivc and affcding. 
Though in his younger years he was rigid 
in his feparation froni the Epifcopal Churchy 
by whofe governors he and his friends were 
treated with unrelenting feverity, yet when 
convinced of his error, he openly acknowl- 
edged it, and by expeiience and converiadoa 
with good men, he became moderate and 

charitable, 

* CoUcftidns of the Hiftorical Society for 1795, ?• 40. 
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^^ttlde,- Without abating his zfeal for ftrid 
tod real religion. It is always a figorof a 
good heart, when a man becomes mild and 
candid as he grows in years. This was emi- 
nently true of* Mr. Robinfon. He learned to 
efteem all good men of every religious per- 
fualion, and charged his ^flock to maintain 
the like candid and benevolent condudt 
His fentiments refpe^ting the reformers as 
exprefled in his valedidlbry difcourfe, will 
«htail immortal honour to his memory ; evi- 
dencing hisaccuratedi£cernment, his inflexible 
honcfty, and his fervent zeal for truth and a 
good confcienceL He was alfo pofleiTed in 
an eminent degree of the talent of peaee^ 
making, and was happy in compofing dif> 
ferences among neighbours and in families ; 
fo that peace and unity were preferved in 
his congregation.* It is faid diat ^ fuch was 
the reciprocal love and refpe^ between him 
.and his flock, that it might be faid of them 
as it was faid of the Emperor Marcus Aure- 
lius and the people of Rome, that it was haf d 
to judge, whether he delighted more in hav*- 
ing fuch a people, or they in having fuch a 
pallor/' Befides his Angular abilities in 

Y moral 

* Hazard, I. 355. 
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inoral aihd theological £natteri,i be yffU vetf 
di&emii|g and ptucknt in civil ftiFaolrs, aad 
feble 16 give them good advi<5$ in regard to 
their fecHlar aitld political cendudL He was 
iiighly efteemed, not only by hie own flock^ 
hnt by the Jiiifcgiftracy bd4 ^cki'gy of Ley-- 
jden^Mrbogare Itom thfe ^ife^&ne of their 
cShurches, in the chknfedi of which he wa? 
fcurred. Mn Piiiice^ who viiited tliat city i|l 
17 14*^ fays tfcat thfe mofl: ancient people tfaeft 
4mng told brm from d*eir parents, that the 
whole city and nniverfity regarded lum 4^ 
tfigi!eat and good man, whole ^eath th^yilsH 
rceifeTy lamented ; and fliat they honoured hi» 
4uneral with their prefence. 

Thii^eycIit proved the diffdiution dftiie 
;diiirch bitter whidb iie had pidided at Ley^ 
ii&h. Some of them removed to: Amftdfdam, 
?fome to other parts of the Netherlands, aoS 
lothers caine to New^EngJand,. among-whctm 
were his widow and children* Hlis fon 
. Ifaac lived to the age rof iA3tety,'and left imaie 
; pofterity in the county of Bamftable. 

■*Aanals,'p* iJSb, 
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3;xa. JOHN CARVEK. 

W E have no particulars qf the life 
oli Mr. Carver, previous to ius appointment; 
^ ohlq of the agents of the Enj2;lifli Congre- 
gationul Churchy in Leyden.* At that time 
he was in high efteem, as 4 grave^, pious^ 
prudent, judicious ms^n, a^id fuftained the 
oflSce of a deawn, Jn the liters written 
by Sir Edwin Sandys, pf the Virginia Com- 
pany, to Mr. Robixifon, the agents are faid 
to have ^ carried thenvfelves with good dit 
fiction," 

The buiinefs of the agency was long de- 
layed by tjie difcontents and faftions in the 
Company of Virginia,by the removal of their 
former Treafurer, SirThonjas Smithy ^nd thf 
enmity between him and Sir Edwin Sandys, 
his fucceflbr. At lejagth, a patent was ob-.- 
tained, under the Company's feal ; hut, by 
the advice of fome friends, it was taken in 
the name of John Wincob, a religions gen- 
tleman, belonging to the family of the Coun- 
tefs of Lincoln, who intended to accompany 
the adventurers to America. This patent 

and 

* Hubbard's MS. page 38. 
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sAA^ the propcrfals of . Thomas Wcfton x>{ 
London^ metchant, and other perfons who . 
appeared friendly to the defign, were carried 
to Ley den in the autumn of i€l9, for the: 
coniideration of the people. - At the fame 
time there was a plan forming for a new 
coundl in the Weft of England, to fuper^ 
intend the plantation and fifhery of North 
Virginia, the name of which was changed 
to New-Engiand.* To this expected eftab-^ 
liihtnent, Wefton, and the other merchants 
began to incline, chiefly from the hope of 
prcfent gain by the fifhery. This caufed 
fome embarraflfment, and a variety of opin* 
ioias ; but, confidering that the council for 
New-England was not yet incorporated, and 
"diat if they fhould wait for that event, they 
snight be detained another year, before which 
time the war between the Dutch and the- 
Spaniards might be renewed, the majority, 
coqpluded to take the patent, which had 
been obtained from the Company of South 
Virginia, and emigrate to fome place near^ : 
Hudfon's River, which was within their* 
terri^tory. 

The 

* See VoL I. p. 306- 
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*.The DOtt ^riagi (16^0) Wefton Hmfelf 
went over, to Leyden^ where the people en* 
tered into articles of agreement with him^ 
both for Shipping and money^ to aflift in 
their transportation. Carver and Cuflunan 
^rore again fent to London, to receive the 
inoney and provide for the voyage. When 
they came th^e, they found the other mer-* 
chants fo very penurious and fevere, that ' 
they were obliged to confent to fome altera- 
tion in the articles ; which though not rel- 
ifhed by their conltituents, yet were fo ftrong- 
ly infifted -on, that without them, the whole 

adventure muft have been fruflrated. 

* • •■ 

The articles, with their amendments, were 
thefe.* **(i») The adventurers and planters 
do agree, that every perfon that goeth, being 
iixteen years old and upward, be rated at ten 
pounds ; and that ten pounds be accounted 
a fingle Ihare. (2.) That he that goeth in 
perfon, and fumifheth himfelf out widi ten 
pounds, either in money or other provifions, 
be accounted as having twenty pounds in 
ftock,and in the divifion fhall receive a double 
ihare. (3.) The perfons tranfported and 
the adventurers fhall continue their joint 

ftock 

♦ Hubbard's MS. 40. Hazard's Colleaions, I. 87. 
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i(^ock''and partnerihip, the fpacc of Jeven 
iearsj except fomc unexpected ImpcdKnciits 
io ranfe the whole CJompany to agree othet* 
wife ; during which time all profits and ben-i 
cfit$ that are gotten by trade, traffic, truck-* 
Jng, working, fifhing, or any other means, 
of any other perfon or perforis, Ihali remain 
ftiil in the common ftock^ until the divifion. 
(4,) Tliat at their coming there, they (hal! 
choofe out fuch a number of fit perfons, a^ 
jnay foinifh their fhips andhoat«, for filhing 
Upon the fea ; employing the reft, in their 
feveral faculties, upon the land j as building 
houfes, dUing and planting the ground, and 
making fuch commodities as ftiaU be moft 
trfeftd for the Colony. {5,) That at the end 
of the feven years, the capital and profits, viz, 
die houfes, lands, goods and chattels fie 
equally divided among the adventurers j if 
any debt or detriment concerning this ad* 

venture* • (6.) Whofoever cometh to 

the Colony hereafter, or putteth any thing into 
the ftock, fhall, at the end of the feven years 
be allowed proportionally to the time of his 
fb doing, {7.) He that fhall carry his vwfe^ 

or 

* Here fomething fcems to be wanting which cannoj; 
Xiow be fupplied. 
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9( diildreoi ^ librvante, (hall be allowed fot^ 
(svi^ry: peribjii now jaged (ixteen years, and 
l]pvard» a. Single ihare in the divifion ; or i£ 
hfi provide them neceiTaries, a double Ihare ; 
or i£ they be between ten yea^s old and fiXf 
teen, then two of th^m to be reckoned for a 
pedbn, both in tranfportation aad diviiion« 
(j^.) That fuch childten as now go, and are 
|inder ten years of age, have no other fhare 
VI the divificm, than fifty acres of unmannr-! 
[^ land. (9.) That fuch perfons as die be- 
fore thefeven years be expiredytheir executors 
tQ have their parts or Ihares, at the divifion > 
proportionally to the time of their life in the 
Colony. (10.) That all fuch perfons as are 
pf the Colony, are to have meat, drink and 
appardL out of the common ftodk and goods 
of the iaid Colony/' 

Th^ difference between the articles as firft 
agreed 0% and as finally concluded, lay in 
ihefe twQ points* (i.) In the former, it 
JUSiS provided that ^^'the houfi^ and lands 
ipdproved, efpecially gardens and home-^field^i 
)Q^m4d. .remain undivided, whdUy to the 
planless at the end of the feven years ;'* but^ 
10 the latter, the houfes and lands were to be 

^ually divided, (a,) M the foruaer, the 

planter?^ 



planters were ^* allowed two days in Ae week; 
for their own private empldyrtient, for the 
comfort of themfelves and fktgilit^j efpedal^ 
ly fuch as had them to takfc'care for/' In 
the latter, this article was wholly omitted.^ ^ ' 
On thefe hard conditions/and with this 
fihall encouragement^ the pilgrims of Leyden, 
fupported by a pious confidence iii the Su- 
preme ' Difpofer of all things, and animated 
by a fortitude, refulting from the fteady 
principles of the reli^ori, wtiich they prdfefi 
fed, determined to caft themfelves oh the care 
of Divine Providence, and embark for 
America. ; .... 

With the proceeds of their own eftates, 
put into a common ftock, and the affiftance 
of the' merchants, to whom they had mort- 
gaged their labour and trade for feven yearsi 
two veffels were provided. One in Holland, 
of fixty. tons, called the Speedwell, command- 
ed by a Captain :ReynoldSy which was in- 
tended to tranfport foitie of them to Ameri- 
ca, and there to remain in their fehrice, one 
year, for fifhlng and other tifelt. - Another of 
one huudred and eighty tons, called the 
May-flower, was chartered by Mr. Gufh- 
mkn inLondo% 2(i](d feRt rounds Southamp^ 
-1. ton 
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t<gLm,JJampihif ^ Mr. Carver went 

t9 iuperintend her equipment. This veflel 
was coxpmanded by a Captain Jones, and af- 
ter dijcharglng her paflengers in America, 
was to return to England. Seven hundred 
pounds fterling were expended in provifions 
apd ftpres, and other neceflary preparations ; 
and the value of the trading venture which 
they carried was leventeeti hundred pounds. 
Mr. Wefton came from London to South- 
ampton, to fee them difpatched. The Speed- 
\y6ll, with the paflengers, having arrived 
there from Leyden, and the neceflary oflSccrs 
being chofen to govern the people and take 
care of the provifions and ftorcs on the 
voyage ; both fhlps. Carrying one hundred 
and twenty paflengers, failed from South- 
ampton on the fifth day of Auguft, 1620. 

They had not failed many leagues, down 
the channel, before Reynolds, Mafi:er of the 
Speedwell, complained that his veflel was too 
leaky to proceed.* Both fliips then put in 
at Dartmouth, where the Speedwell was 
fearched and repaired ; and the workmen 
judged her fufficient for the voyage. On the 
twenty-firft of Auguft, they put to fea again ; 

Z and, 

* Prince, 71. Morton* 13. 
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and, having failed in company about oh€ 
hundi^ed leagues, Reynolds renewed his com- 
plaints againft his (hip ; declaring, that by 
donftant pumping he could fcarcely keep her 
above water ; on which, both fhips again put 
back to Plymouth. Another feafch was 
xhade, and no defeCt appearing, the leaky 
iiondition of the Ihip was judged to l)e owing 
to her glineral weaknefs, and fhe was pro-* 
hounced unfit for the voyage. About twen- 
ty of the paflengers went on fliore. The 
others, v^itli theii* provifioiis, were received 
on board the May-flower j and, on the fixth 
of September, the Company, confifting of 
one hundred and one paflengers, (befides the 
{hip's ofiicers and crew) took their lafl: leave 
of England, having cdnfumed a whole month 
in thefe vexatious and expenfive delays. 

The true caufes of thefe mifadyentured did 
not then, appear. One was, that the Speed- 
well was overmafted ; which error being 
remedied, the veflTel afterward made feveral 
fafe and profitable voyages. But the prin- 
cipal caufe was the deceit of the Matter and 
crew ; who having engaged to remain a 
whole year in the fervice of the Colony, and 
apprehending hard fare in that employment, 

were 



CARVER. ,187 

were glad of fuch an excufe to rid thpmfelves 
cf the bargain, 

. The May-flower, Jones^ proceeded with 
.j&ir winds in the former part of her voyage ; 
And then me^ with bad weather and, contra- 
ry winds, fo that for feveral days no fail could 
l>e carri^. The ihip laboured fo much in 
the fea, that one of the main beams fprung, 
-which renewed the fears and diflqurfls of the 
paffengers. They had then made about one 
half of their voyage, and the chief of the 
Company beg^n ^ gonfultation with the com^ 
mander of the Ihip, whether it were better 
jBo proceed or to return. But pne of the paf- 
fengers having on board a large iron fcrew, it 
was applied to the beam, and forced it into 
its place. This fuccefsful effort determined 
them to proceed. 

No other particulars of this lorg and te- 
dious voyage are preferved j* but that the 
-ihip being leaky, and the people clofe ftdwed, 
were continually wet ; that one young man, a 
fervant of Samuel Fuller, died at fea ; and that 
^ne child was bom, and called Oceanus ; he 
was fon of Stephen Hopkins* 



On 
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Smith, 23c, 
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, On the ninth of November, at break of 
day> they made land, which proved to be the 
white fahdy cliffs of Cape Cod. This land-* 
fidl beiiig further northward than they in- 
tended,they immediately put about theftiip to 
the fouthward ; and, before noon, found 
themfelves among fhoats and breakers.^ 
Had they purfued their fouthern courfe, as 
the weather was fine, they might, in a few 
hours more, have found an opening, and 
paffed fafely tothe weftward, agree ably to their 
original defign, which was to go to Hud- 
fon's Riven But h^^ving been fo long at fea^ 
the fight of any land was welcome to womea 
and children ; the new danger was formida- 
ble ; and the eagernefs of the paffengers to 
be fet on fhorfe was irrefiftible. Thefe cir- 
cumftances, coinciding with the fecret views 
of the Matter, who had been promifed. a re- 
ward by feme agents of the Dutch Weft-In- 
dia Company, if he would not carry them to 
Hudfpn's River,f induced him to put abou^ 

to 

* Thcfe (hoals lie ofFthe fouth-eafl, extremity of the cay 
which v\'as culled by Gofnold, Powt Care^ by the Du 

and French, Malcharrsy and is now known by the nam/ 
Satidy-Poiut. 

t Of this plot between Jones and the Dutch, Seen 
Mcrton fays he had ccrtai?i intelligence. 

Memorial, \ 
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to the northward. Before higbt,tlK fhd^ 
was clear 6f the danger. The next-daj^^ljl^jr 
doubled the northern extremity oF tfee dtj^ 
(Race-Point) and^ a ftorm comihg ©jft,- the 
ihip was brought to anchor in Gape ^Qeil 
harbour, where fhe lay perfectly iiecurei^ia 
winds arid flioals. 

Tliis hatbonr, being ra the fcrty-ietfonfl 
degree of nortK ktitude, was witfioift the 
territory of the South Virginia Company. 
The charter which thefe emigrants had re- 
ceived from them, of eoiirfe became ufdefi. 
Some fymptoms of &a4on, at the fetoe time, 
Appearing among the fervahts, who had been 
teteived on board in England, purporting 
that when on fhore they ftiould be undfer no 
^ovemtnent, and that one man would bis as 
60^ as Another ;* it was thought proper, 
y the moll judicious perlbns, to have re- 
tourfe to natural law ; and that, befcfre dif- 
'iembarkation, they fliould enter into an aflb- 
ciation, and combine themfelves in a political 
body, to be governed by the majority. To 
this they confented ; and, after folefnn pray-f 
'er and thankfgiving, a written inftrument be*» 

* Mourt*s Relation, m Purchase vol. v. 1843. Prince, 
84* Hutch. II. 456. 
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iog. drj^n, they .fuhfcribed it with their owa 
|ian.<is9 ...aad, by a unanimous vote, chofe 
JoSV CARVjeR their governor for one year. 

'i.'i The inftniment viras conceived in thefc 
kcrnis. " In the name of God, Amen. We 
-Whttfe ttames are underwritten, the loyal fub- 
jedls of our dread fovereignLord, King James, 
iby the grace of God, of Great-Britain, France 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the faith, &c. 
iiaving undertaken, for the glory of God, and 
4idvancement of the Chriftian faith, and hon- 
.our of our King and country, a voyage, to 
plant the firft Colony in the northern parts 
of Virginia, do, by thefe prefents, folemnly 
and mutually, in the prefence of GOD and 
of one another, covenant and combine our- 
.felyes together into a civil body politic, for 
our better ordering and prefervation, and fur- 
therance of the ends aforefaid ; and, by vir- 
. tue hereof, to enadl, conftitute and frame 
. fuch juft and equal laws and ordinances, adls, 
conftitutions and offices, from time to time, 
as fhall be thought moft meet and conve* 
nient,for the general good of the Colony, un- 
to which we promife all due fubjedion and 
obedience. In witnefs whereof, we have 
hereunto fubfcribed our names, at Cape Cod, 

the 
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the eleventh day of November, in the year of 
the reign of our fovereigh Lord, King Jamea 
ci England, France and Ireland, the eigh- 
teenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth* 
Anno Domini 1 6 2 o, " J - 

Government : 

J *rhe names of the fubfcribers are placed in the follovf- 
ing order by Secretary Morton ; but Mr. Prince, Vrith hisf 
Tifual accuracy, has compared the lift with Governor Brad-^ 
ford's MS. Hiftory, and added their tMes, and the 
number of each one's family which came over at this time'i 
bbferving that foirtc left the whole, aiid others part of theif 
families, either in England or Holland, who came pvef 
afterward. He has alfo been fo curious as to note tl^ofe 
who brought their wives, marked with a (f) and thofe 
"^^ho died before the end of the next March, diftinguiihed 
by an afterifm (*). 



Mr. John Carver, f 8 


Mr. Stephen Hopkins^ f 


8 


Mr. William Bradford, f * 


* Edward Tilly, f 


4 


Mr. Edward Winflow, f 5 


♦ John TiUy, f 


3 


Mr. William Brewfter, f 6 


Francis Cook, 


* 

2 


Mr. Ifaac AUcrton, f 6 


* Thomas Rogers, . 


3' 


Capt. Miles Standifh, f 2 


* Thomas Tinker, f 


3 


John Alden, 1 


♦ John Ridgdale, f 


2 


Mr. Samuel Fuller, :i 


* Edward Fuller, f 


3 


* Mr. Chriilopher Martin,t 4 


♦ John Turner, 


3 


* Mr. William MuUins, f 5 


Francis Eaton, f 


3 


♦ Mn William White, t 5 


* James Chilton, f • 


3 


- [i(yWfx apnhorn in Cape 


* John Crackfton, 


% 


Cod harbour i and named 


John Billington, f 


4 


Teregrine^ 


* Mofes Fletcher, 


f 


Mr. Richard Warren, i 


* John Goodman, 


t 


John Howlaxid,^ [of Car- 


* Degory Prieft, 


J 


ver's family.] 


♦ Thomas Williams, 

Gilbert 


I 
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I 

.. Govenament being t^ius regularly eftalv* 
tiflied) oa a truly republican principle, fixteejcl 
arci^d Often were feiil on ihpre, as fopn as 
the weather would jpermit, to fetch wood 
and make difcoveries. § They returned a^ 
hight^ with a boat-load of juniper wood i 
and made report, " that they found the land 
to be a narrow neck, having the harbour on 
one fide, and the ocean on the other ; that 
the jground confifted of fand-hills, like the 
powQS in Holland ; that in fome places the. 
foil was black earth ^' a fpit's depth ;" that 
the trees were oak, pine, faflafras, juniper^ 
Ipirch, holly, afh, and wahiut j that the foreft 
was open and without underwood ; that no 
inhabitants, houfes^ nor frefh water were to 
Ibe feen." This account was as much as 
could be cpUefted in one Saturday's after- 
noon. The next day they refled. 

Whilft 



* John Allerkon* i 

* Thomas fjiglifh, i 
Edward Dotcy, T both of 
Edward LoifteTy 3 Stephen 

[Hopkios's family. 



Oilbert Wlnfiow^, a 

^ Edttiund Margefon* i 
l?cter Brown, i 

♦ Richard Brittendgey t 
George Soule, [<3f Ed- 
ward Window's fiumly.] 

♦ Richard Qarke, x 
Richard Gardiner, i 

Of whom were fubfcriber^ 41 

} Mourt's Relation. 



Total peribns, 101 
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Whitft they lay* in this harbour^ which 

th& the fpace^ of five weeks,- they faw great 

flocks of fea-fowl and whales, every day 

playing about them. The matter and mate, 

who had been acquainted with the fifhery, 

in the northern feas of Europe, fuppofed that 

they might, in that time, have made oil, to 

the value of three or four thoufand pounds* 

It was too late in the feafon for cod ; and, 

indeed, they caught none but fmall fifh, near 

the fhore, and (hell-fifti. The margin of the 

fea was fo {hallow, that they were obliged to 

wade aftiore ; and, the weather being fevere, 

many of them took colds and coughs, which, 

in the courfe of the winter, proved mortal. 

On Monday, the thirteenth of November, 
the women went afhore, under a guard, to 
wafli their clothes ; and the men were impi*^ 
tient for a further difcovery. The ihallop, 
which had been cut down and flowed be- 
tween decks, needed repairing, in which fev- 
enteen days were employed. Whilft this 
was doing, they propofed that excurfions 
inight be made on foot. Much caution was 
neceffary in an enterprize of this kind, in a 
new and favage country. After confultation 
and preparation, fixteen ftien were equipped 

A A with 
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with mufket and ammuaitioi^ fwojrd and 
corflet, under the command of Gaptsdn Miles 
Standifti, who had William Bradford, Ste^ 
phen Hopkiiis and Edward Tilly for his 
Council of War. After many inftrudions 
given, they were rather permitted than or- 
dered tp go, and the time of their abfence 
Was limited to two days. . 

When they had travelled one mile by the 
fhore, they faw five or fix of the natives, 
"Who, on fight of them, fled. They attempt- 
ed to purfue ; and, lighting on their track, 
followed them till night j but the thickets 
through which they had to pafs, the weight 
of their armour, and their debility, after a 
long voyage, made them an unequal match, 
in point of travelling, to thefe nimble fons of 
nature. They refted, at length, by a fpring, 
which afforded them the firft refreihing 
draught of American water. 

The difcoveries made in this march were 
few, but novel and amufing. In one place 
they found a deer-trap, made by the bending 
of a young tree to the earth, with a noofc 
under ground, covered with acorns. Mr 
Bradford's foot was caught in the trap, fror 
which his companions difengaged him, ar 

they 
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they w'ere all entertained with the ingenuity 
of the device. In another place they came 
to an Indian burying-ground ; and, in one 
ojf tlie graves, they found a mortar, an earth- 
en pot, i. bow and arrows, and other imple^ 
ments, all which they very carefylly repla- 
ce^d J becaufe they would not be guilty of 
violating the repofitories of the dead. But 
when they found a cdlar, carefully lined with 
bark and covered with a heap of fand, in 
which about four bufliels of feed-corn in ears 
were well fecured, after reafoning on the 
morality of the adtioti, they took as much of 
the corn as they could carry, intending, when 
they ihould find the owners, to pay them to 
their fatisfaftion. On the third day they 
arrived, weary arid welcome, where the fliip 
lay, and delivered their com into the com- 
mon ilore, ' The Company refolved to keep 
it for feed, and to pay the natives the foil 
value, when they IJxould have opportunity. 

- When the fliallop ^as repaired and rigged, 
twenty-four of the Company ventured on a 
fecond excurfion to the fame place, to make 
a further difcovery ; having Captain Jones 
for their commander, with ten of his feamen* 
apd the flup's long-boat. The wind being 

high, 
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depoflted in Indian gravies,* Not far diflrant 
were two deferf ed Wigwams, with theil" fur- 
niture ancf fome vertifdn, fo ill pf eferved that 
even *' foldiefs' ftomachs'* could not relifh it^ 

i , f 

On the aitival of the ftiallop, they returned 
tb the fliiji, the 'firft df December. During 
their abferice, the wife of William White had 
been delivered of a Em, who, from the cir- 
cumftances df his bilrth, was named Pere- 
gine-t ' '■ ''""■ • . 

At this ;time they held a confultation re& 
peeling their futui^e fetjlement,^: Some 
thought that Cold Harbour might he a prop- 
er place, becaufe though not deep enough 
for fhips it might be convenient for boats, 
and becaufe a valuable fifliery for whales and 

cod 
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* M-ourt, 1846. 

f The following ^.ccoiijit of him is extracted from the 
Boft6n tiews-letter of July* 31, 1704, being the fifteenth 
aunib^r of the firft jiewfpaper printed in New-England. 
*4 Marflifield, ^i^J ^2 X Q>ApUin- Peregrine Whitey of this 
town, aged eightyrthree years and eight months, died here 
the 26th ihftant. He was vigorous and ofa comely af- 
jf^iaj-to the kft ; .Was the Serf of WiUiam White and Su- 
fanna |iis; wifc^ bor^ ou "board the May-flower, Captain 
Tones commander, in Cape Cod harbour, November 1620, 
the fir ft Eftglifhman borit ?ri New-Engrahd-' Although 
he was in the former part of his life extravagant ; yet he 
was much reformed in his laft jears,.and died hopefully.'* 

I Morton, 23. 



fcpd DMght be carried on there. Tj^hf; ^ land 
was ; partly cleared o{ wdod and good for 
corn, as appeared from the feed* It was al- 
fo likely to be healthful and defenfible. But 
the principal reaforts were, that the winter 
was fo far advanced as to prevent coafting 
arid difcovery, without danger of lofing men 
and boats ; that the :winds were variable* 
and the ftorms fudden and violent ; that by 
cold and wet lodging the people were much 
affeded with coughs, which, if they fhould 
not foon obtsdn fheher, would prove mortal j 
that provifions Were daily confuming and 
the fhip muft referve fufEcient for the home- 
ward voyage, whatever became of the 
Colony. 

Others thought it beft to go to a place 
called Agawam, twenty leagues northward, 
where they had heard of an exc client har- 
bour, good fiftiing, and a better foil for plant-t 
ing. To this it was anfwered, that thefe^ 
might pofTibly be as good a place, nearer td 
them* Robert Coppin, their pilot, who had 
been here before, aflured them, that he knew 
of a good harbour and a navigable river, hot 
more than eight leagues acfbfs the bay to the 
weftward. Upon the whole, they refolved 

to 
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(6 fend the Ihalldp foUrid the flidhi bf tfc.- ::^^ 
bay on difcbvery, but not beyoiid the hkirbou^Br 
of which Coppin had infofmed thetn. 

Oa Wedaefday, the fixth of Decemben^-^ 
Cfovernor Carver, with nine of the princip^^/ 
tatAy well armed, and the fame number cz>f 
ieamen, of which Coppin was one, went out 
in the fliallop. . The weather was fo colcJ, 
liiat the fpray of the fea froze on their coats, 
till they were cafed with ice, " like coats of 
iron.'* They fsdled by the eaftern fliore of 
the bay, as they judged, fix or feven leagues, 
without finding any river or creek* At 
length they faw ^' a tongue of land,* being 
flat off from the fliore, with a fandy point ; 
they bore up to gain the point, and found 
there a fair income, or road of a bay, being 
a league over at the narroweft, iand two or 
three in length ; but they made right over to 
the land before them." As they came near 
the fliore, they faw ten or twelve Indian^, cut- 
ting up a grampus, who on fight of them ran 
away, carrying pieces of the fifh which they 
had cut. They landed at the diftance of ai 
league or more from the grampus, with great 

difficulty, 

* This " tongue of land" is Billingfgate Point, the 
wcftcm flxore of Welflcet harbour. 
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diffieulty^ bn account of the flat fands* Here 
they built a barricade, and, pliacitig centinels, 
lay down to reft. 

The next morning, Thurfday, December 
7th, they divided themfelves into two par- 
ties : eight in the fhallof), arid the reft on 
Ihore, to make further difcovery of this place, 
which they found to be " a bay, without ei- 
ther river or creek Coming into it." They 
gave it the name of Grampus Bdy\ becaufe 
they faw many fifh of that fpecies. They 
tracked the Indians on the fand, arid found a 
path into the woods, which they followed 
a great wa!y, till they came to old corn-fields 
and a ipacious burying-ground, inclofed with 
pales. They r'anged the w6od till the clofc 
of the day, ind then came do'^n fo the fhore 
to meet the fliallop which they had not feen 
fince the rriornirig. At high witer fhe put 
into a creek j and, fix men bdng left ori 
board, two came on (hore and lodged with 
their companions, under cover of a barricade 
and a guard. 

On Friday, December 8th, they rofe at 
five in the morning, to be ready to go on 
board at high water. At the dawn of day 
they were furprifed with the war-cry of the 

B B natives^ 
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natives, and a flight of arrows. They immc- 
diately feized their arms, and on the firft dif- 
eharge of mulketry all the Indians fled, but 
one ftout man, who fl:ood three flbiots, behind 
a tree, and then retired, as they fnppofed 
wounded. They took up eighteen arrows^ 
headed either with brafs, deers' horns, or 
birds' claws, which they fent as a prefent to 
their friends in England. This unwelcome 
reception, and the Ihoal water of the place,* 
determined them to feek further. They fail- 
ed along the fhore as near as the extenfive 
flioals would permit, but faw no harbour^ 
The weather began to look threatening, and 
Coppin aflured them that they might reach 
the harbour, of which he had fomc knowl- 
edge, before night. The wind being fouth- 
€afl:erly, they put themfelves before it. f After 
fome hours it began to rain ; the ftorm in- 
ereafmg, their rudder broke, their maft 

fprung, 

* Morton fays, " This is thought to be a place called 
NamJheketJ^ (p. 25.) A creek which now bears the name 
of Skakit, lies between Eaftham and Han^'ich ; diftant 
about three or four miles weftward from Naufet ; the feat 
of a tribe of Indians, who (as they afterward learned)^ 
made this attack* 

t The dlttance diredly acrofs the bay from Skakit 14 
about 12 leagues J in Princess Annals it is laid they faSed 
15 leagues. . 



CARVER, ^2o3 

^rung, and their fails fell overboard. In thi§ 
piteous plight, fteering with two oars, the 
wind and the flood tide carried them into a 
cove full of breakers, and it being dark, they 
were in danger of being driven on ftiore* 
The pilot confefTed that he knew not the 
place ; but a flout feaman, who was fteering, 
called to the rowers to put about and row 
hard. This effort happily brought them out 
of the cove, into a fair found, and under a 
.point of land, where they came fafely to an-* 
chor. They were divided in their opinions 
about going on fliore ; but about midnight, 
the wind fhifting to the north*weft ; the fe- 
verity of the cold made a fire neceffary. 
They therefore got on fhore, and with fomc 
difficulty kindled a fire, and refted in fafety. 

In the morning they found themfelves on 
a fmall uninhabited ifland, within the en*- 
trance of a fpacious bay.* Here they ftaid 
all the next day (Saturday) drying their 
clothes, cleaning their arms, and repaiiing, as 
well as they could, their fliallop. The fol- 
lowing 

* This ifland has ever (ince borac the name of Clark's 
JJland^ from the mate of the (hip, the firft man who ftep- 
ped on fhore. The cove where they were in danger, lies 
between the Gurnet Head, and Saguilh Point, at the en- 
trance of Plymouth Bay* 
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jowiag daj) being the Chrifliaa Sabbath, they 
rafted. 

On Monday, December nth, they fur- 
veyed and founded the bay, which is de^ 
fcribed to be ** in the fhape of a fifli-hook ; a 
gix)d harbour for fhipping, larger than that 
of Cape Cod ; containing two fmall iflands 
without inhabitants ; innumerable ftore of 
fowls, different forts of fifh, befides fhell-fifh 
in abundance. As they marched into the 
land,* they found corn-fields and brooks, and 
a very good fituation for building." f With 
this joyful news, they returned to the Com- 
pany ; and on the i6th of December the 
fhip came to anchor in the harbour, with all 
the paffengers, except four, who died at Cape 
God. 

Having ftirveyed the land, as well as the 
feafon would permit, in three days ; they 
pitched upon a high ground on the fouth- 

weft 

* The rock on which diey firft ftepped afliore, at high 
water is now enclofed with a wharf. The upper part of 
it Ijas been fcparatcd from the lower part, and drawn into 
the public fquare of the town of Plymouth, where it is dif- 
tinguifliedby the name ofT^e Forefather's Rock. The 2 2d 
of December (Gregorian ftyle) is regarded by the people 
of Plymouth as afe^lival. 

f Mpurt's Relation in Purchas, v. 1 847. 
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weft fide of the bay, which was cleared of 
wood, and had formerly been planted. Un-r 
der the fouth fide of it, was '* a very fweet 
brook, in the entrance of which the fliallop 
and boats co.uld be fecurcd, and many delicate 
fprings of as good water as could be drank**' 
On tlje oppofite fide of the brook was a 
cleared field, and beyond it a commanding 
eminence, on which they intended to lay a 
platform, and mount their cannon. 

They went immediately to work, laying 
out houfe-lots, and a ftreet j felling, fawing^ 
riving and carrying timber ; and before the 
end of December, though much interrupted 
by ftprmy weather, by the death of two, 
^nd the ficknefs of many of their number, 
they had ere£ted a ftore-houfe, with a 
thatched roof, in which their goods were 
fi^pofited, ujider a guard. Two rows of 
lioufes were begun, and as f^ft as they could 
be covered, the people, who were claffed 
into nineteen families, came afliore, and 
lodged in them^ On I^prd*s day, the 31ft 
of December, they attended divine fervice, 
^or the firft time on fliore, and named the 
place Plymquth ; partly becaufe this har» 
bour was fo called in Captain Smith's mapi 

publiihed 
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publifhed three or four years before, and 
partly in remembrance of the very kind and 
friendly treatment which they had received 
from the inhabitants of Plymouth, the laft 
port of their native country from which 
they failed. 

At this time, fome of the people lodged 
on ftiore, and others on board the Ihip, which 
lay at the diftance of a mile and a half from 
the town j and when the tide was out, there 
could be no communiGation between them. 
On the 14th of January, very early in the 
morning, as Governor Carver and Mr. Brad-^ 
ford lay lick in bed, at the ftore-houfe, the 
thatched roof, by means of a fpark, caught 
on fire, and was foon confumed ; but, by the 
timely afliftance of the people on fliore, th^ 
lower part of the building was preferved, 
Here were depofited their whole ftock of 
ammunition, and feveral loaded guns ; but 
happily the fire did not reach them. The 
fire was feen by the people on board the Ihip, 
who could not come on Ihore till an hour 
afterward, * They were greatly alarmed at 
the appearance, becaufe two men, who had 
ftroUed into the woods, were miffing, and 
they were apprehenfive that the Indians had 

made 
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i;bade an attack on the place. In the even-* 
ing the ftrollers found their way home, 
almoft dead with hunger, fatigue and cold< 

Tlie bad weather and fevere hardftiips to 
Iwrhich this Ck)mpany were expofed, in a cR- 
mate much more rigorous than atiy to which 
they had ever been accuftomed, with the 
fcorbutid habits cdntra<3:ed in their voyage^ 
and by living fo long on fhipboard, caufed a 
great mortality among them in the winter. 
Before the month of April, nearly One half *^ 
of them died. At fome times, the number 
of the fick was fo great, that not more than 
fix or feven were fit for duty, and thefe were 
almoft wholly employed in attending the 
fick. The {hip's company was in the i^e 
fituation j and Captain Jones, though earn- 
eftly defirous to get away, was obliged to flay 
till April, having loft one half of his men. . 

By the beginning of March, die Governor 
was io far recovered of his firft illnefs, that 

he . 

* The cxaA bill of mortalityj as colleded by Mr. 
trince, is as follows : 
In December 6 Of thefe, 21 were fubfcribers to 
In January 8 the civil compa^l. 

In February 17 and 25 were women, children 
In March 13 and fcrvants. 

Total -M. 44 . 



368 €f A R V E R. 

lie Was able to walk three miles, to viiit i 
krge pond, which Francis Billington had 
dUcovered, from the top of a tree on a hill. 
At firft it was fuppofed to be part of the 
ocean j but it proved to be the head wa\:er of 
Ac brook which runs by the town. It 
has ever fince horde the name of the firft diC- 
covercr, which would otherwife have been 
forgotten. 

Hitherto they had not feen any of the na- 
dves at this place.* The mortal peftilence 
which raged through the country, four yearrf 
Before, had almoft depopulated it. One re- 
markable cif cumftance attending this pefti- 
fcnce was not known till after this fettlement 
was made. A French fhip had been wreck- 
ed on Cape God. f The nieh were faved, 
^h their provifions arid goocJs. J The na- 
tives kept their eye on them, till they found 
ata opportunity to kill all but three or four, 
aind divide their goods. The caiptives were 
fent from one tribe to another, as flaves. 
One of them learned fo much of their lan- 
guage, as to tell them that " God was angry 

with 

* SeeXJofges's Life, in Vol. I. p. 355. 
f Mouit in Pur, 1849. 
t Morton, 3^. 
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Vj|tjj^tli^^ .for Jjbeir cruelty, an4 wpuld de- 
stroy theo)^ ;Nid give their country to anoth-^ 
cr people." They anfwered that " they 
were too many for God to kill" He repli- 
ed, that " if they were ever fo many, God 
had many ways to kill them, of which they 
werq then ignorant." When the.peililence 
came among them, (a new difeafe, probably 
the yellow fever,*) they remembered the 
Frenchman's words j • and when the Plym- 
outh fettlers arrived at Cape Cod, the few 
furvivors imagined that the other part of his 
prediidon would foon be accomplifhed. 
Soon after their arrival, the Indian priefts or 
powows convened, and performed their in- 
cantations in a dark fwamp three days fuc- 
ceffively, with a view to curfe and deftroy 
the new comers. Had they known the mor- 
tality which raged among them, they would 
doubdefshave rejoiced in the fuccefs of their 
endeavours, ancf might very ealily have taken 
advantage of their weakhefs to extermi- 
ijate them. But none of them wejre feen,' 
fill after ike ficknefs had abated; tli'ough 
fome toots, which had been left in the woods, 
were miflihg, which they had* ftolen' in the' 

night. 

e d On 

* See Vol. I. p. 3jd. 
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On the fixteenth of* March, when th^ 
i^ring was fo far advanced as to invke them 
to make their gardens, a favage eame boldly 
into the place alone, walked through the 
ftreet, id the rendezvous or ftore-houfe, and 
pronounced the words Welcome^ Engli/bmen ! 
his name waS' Samofet ; he belonged to a 
place, diftant five days journey to the eaft- 
ward, ^nd had learned of the fifheririen to 
Ipeak broken EnglLQi. 

He was received with kindnefe and hot- 
j^itality, and he informed them, *' that by the 
late peftilence, and a ferocious war, the nuiii'- 
ber of his countrymen had been fo diminifh-i^ 
cd, that not more th^n one' in twenty remaia** 
ed J that the fpot where they were now 
feated was called Fatukfet, and' though form- 
erly populous, yet every human being in it 
had. died of the peftilence!*' This account 
was confirmed by the extent of the fields, the 
number of graves, and the remnants of fkel- 
etons lying on the. ground. 

The account which he gave of hiflifelf^ 
was, " that he had been, abfent from home 
eight moons, part of the time among the 
Naufets, their neareft neighbours at the fouth- 
eaft, who were about one hundred ftrong^ 

and 
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mA more . latelj among the Wompaneags at 
die weftw^d^ who. were about &ifitf ; that 
he had heard of the attack made on t^^iem \>j 
the NauCet^ at Namikeket ; that the£e people 
were full of refentment againfl the Europe* 
ans, on account of the perfidy of Hunt, maf-r 
ter of an Englifh veiTel, who had fome years 
before the peftilence decoyed fome of the 
natives (twenty from Pjitujkfet and feven from 
Naufet) on board his ihip^ and {bid them 
abroad as flaves ; that they had killed three 
Englifli fiOiermen, befides the Frenchmen 
jibrementioned, in revenge for this affront. 
]H[e alfo gave information of the loil tools, 
tnd promifed to fee them ref^ored ; and 
that he would bring the natives to trade with 
them," 

Samofet being difmiffed with a prefent, 
returned the next day with five more of the 
natives, bringing the ilolen tools, and a few 
^ins for trade. They were difmiffed with 
a requeft to bring more, which they promifed 
in a few days. Samofet feigned himfelf fick, 
and remained ; but as his companions did 
not return at the time, he was fent to inquire 
the reafon. 

On 
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■ On the 3 2d he returned, in company with 
/Squanto or Sqiiantum, a native of Patukfet, 
and the only one then living. He was one 
erf the twenty whom Hunt had carried away ; 
Jic had heeri fold in Spain, had lived in Lon- 
doHj- with John Slany Merchant, Treafurer 
of the Newfoundliand Company ; had learned 
the Englifh language, and came back to his 
native country with the iifhermeh. Thefe 
two 'perfons were- ^ieputed by the Sachem of 
the Wompaneags, JkT^^^^^o-//,* whofe refi- 
dence was at Sowams or Pokanoket, on thcj 
Narraganfet Bay, to announce his coming, 
and bring fome Ikins as a prefent. In about 
an hour, the Sachem, with his brother 
l^a-de-^Ui-naby and his whole force of lixty 
men, appeared on the hill over againft them. 
Squantum was fent to know his pleafure, 
and returned with the Sachem's requeft, 
that one of the Cornp^ny flipulfl cpijie tQ 
Jjinou Edward Winilow immediately went 
alone, carrying 4 prefent in his hand9 with 
the Governor's cojppliments, defiring to fee 

the 

'■ ♦' Mr. Prince fays that Ma-fafT-o-it is a word of four fy!- 
lables, and was fo pronounced by the ancient people of 
PJymouth, (p. loi.) This remark is confirmed by the 
xnanner in which it is fpelled in fome parts of Mr. Wii;f- 
^w'$ Narrative;* Ma-M-o-wat, 
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die Sadicini and enter on a friendly treaty. 
MalaffoS left Winflow in the cuftody of 
his brother, to whom another prefent was 
jnade, and taking twenty of his men, un- 
armed, defcended the hill toward the brook, 
over which lay a log bridge. Captain Miles 
Standiih, at the head of fix men, met him at 
the brook, and efcorted him and his train 
to one of the beft houfes, where three or 
four cufhions were placed on a green rug, 
ijpread over the floor. The Governor came 
in, preceded by a drum and trumpet, the 
found of which greatly delighted the Indians. 
After mutual falutations, he entered into 
converfation with the Sachem, which ifTued 
in a treaty. The articles were, "(^O That 
neither he 'nor his fhould injure any of our*s« 
(2.) That if they did, he Ihould fend: th6 
offender, ih^t yi^e might puniflihim. {^.) 
That if our tools were takpn away, he fhould- 
reftore them. (4.) That if any unjujlly war-* 
red againft him*, we would aid him ; and if 
any warred againft us, he ihould aid us. 
(5.) That he Ihould certify his neighbour 
confederates of this, that they might not 
wrong us, but be comprifed in the conditions 
pf peace. (6.) That when their men' came 

to 
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Piety, humility, and benevolence, were cmi^ 
nent traits in fais chara^er ; and it is partic-^ 
ularly remarked, that in the time of general 
lickncfs, which befel the Colony, and with 
whict he was aflfeiSted, after he had himfeljf 
recovered, he was affiduous in attending the 
fick, and performing the nioft humiliating 
fer vices for them, without any diftindion of 
perfons or characters. 

One of hrs grandfons Kvdfd to the age of 
one hundred and two years ; and about the 
middle of the prefent century ( 1 755) he, his 
fon, graudfon, and great grandfon, were ally 
at the fame time, at work, in the fame field ; 
whilft an infant of the fifth generation was 
within the houfe, at Marfhfield, 

The memory of Governor Carver is ftili 
hdd in efteem ; a fhip belonging to Plym^ 
outih now bears his name ; and his broad- 
fword is depofited, as a curiofity, in^the cab- 
inet of the JH^iflorical Society, at BoftouK 



xxnf. 



itf 



WILLIAM BRADFORD; 



w 



ILLIAM BRADFORD ^as born 
^ 1588, at Anftcrfield, ah obfeiirfe village. 
In the Ndrth of England.* Hi< parents dy- 
ing when he was young, he was educated, 
firft by his grand parents, and afterward by 
his uncles, in the pradice of agriculture* 
His paternal inheritance was confiderable ; 
but he had no other learning than fuch as 
generally falls to the Ihare of the children of 
hufbandmen^ 

* At twelv6 yearisr of age, his mind became 
fcrioufly impreffed by divine truth, in read- 
ing the Scriptures ; and as he increafed iii 
years, a native firmnefs enabled him to vin- 
dicate his oj^ions againil oppodtion. Be- 
ing fligmatized as a Separatift, he was obliged 
to bear die frowns of his relatives, and the 
feoff of bis neighbours j but nothing could 
divert or intimidate him from attending on 
the minifbry of Mr. Richard Clifton, and 
eonnefting, himfelf with the church over 
which he aaid Mr. Robinfon prefided. 

D D When 

* Magnalia, 11; 3. 
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When he was eighteen years old, he 
joined in their attempt to go over to HoU 
land, and was one of the feven who were 
smprifoned at Bofton, in Lihcolnihirei as is 
already related in the life of Robinfon ; h\j^ 
he was foon liberated ofi account of his 
youth* jEie was alfo oine of thofe who th0 
tiext year fied from Grimiby Gommon, 
when part of the Company went to fea, andi 
part were taken l)y the piu:fuivante. 

After fome time,^e went over to Zealandy 
Arduigh various difficulties 5 and was nOf 
feoner fet on fhore, than a malicious paflen^*^ 
ger in the fame veilel accufed him before the 
Dutch magiflratc^^ as a fugitive from Engft 
l^nd. But when they umlerftood the caufe 
of lus emigration, they gave him protection^ 
and permiilion to join Iub brethren at Aoh^ 
ilerdam* 

It being impoffible for him! to profecute 
agriculture in Holland, he-was obliged ta 
betake himfelf to fome otb^ bisfidfsf^ > an4«^ 
fteing then Jdnderage, he pQt himfelf 95 «^ 
apprentice to a French Proteftunts who t^iighft 
him the art of filk-dying, -As foon as iie ikU 
tained the years of manhood, he fold his pa- 
ternal eflate in England, and entered on a 

commercial 
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icommercial life, in which he was not very' 
^cefsfiiL 

When the Church of Leyden contemplated 
a removal to America, Bradford zealoufly en- 
gaged in the undertaking, and came with the 
firft Company, m 1620, to Cape Cod. 
Whilft the fhip lay in that harbour, he waft 
one of the foremoft in the feyeral hazardous 
'attempts to find a proper place for the feat 
of the Colony, in one of which, he, with 
others of the principal perfbns, narrowlyi'ef- 
caped the deftrudtioj:), which threatened their 
ihallop.^" On his returji frpm this exQ&r-* 
(ion to the £hip with the jpyful news.o^ 
having found an harbqur, and a place ^ot 
fetdement, he had the mortification to hfear 
that during his abfence, l^s wife had )fcci-^ 
dentally fallen into the fea, and fvra^ 
drowned. 

• Afi:er the fuddcn death of Qovemor Car- 
ver, the. infant Colony caft their eyes on 
Bradford to fucceed him ; but, being at that 
time fo very ill that his life was defpaired* 
of, they waited for his recovery, and then 
invefted Wm with the command. He was 
in the thirty-third year of his age ; his wit 

dom^ 

• Prince, ^6. ^ 
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dom^ piety, fortitude, ojid gogdnefs of heaf^ 
yrtrt fo cpnfpicuous as to merit the fincere 
jcfteem of the people. Carver had beea 
alone in command. They confided ii^ hi^ 
prudence, that he would not advenj:ure on, 
any matter of pioment without the confcnt 
of the people, or the advice of the wifeft. 
To Bradford they appointed an afliftant, 
Ifaac Allerton, not becaufe they had not the 
fame confidence in him^ but partly for the 
fatee of regularity, and partly on account of 
his ^precarious health.* They appointed but 
end, becaufe they were fo reduced in num- 
|iei^ that to have madp a greater difproppr* 
tiori between rulers and people woi^ld have 
beAi abfurd : and they knew that it would 
alw^s be in their ppwer to increafe the num- 
ber ft their pleafufe. Their voluntary com- 
bmation was defigned only as a temporary 
expedient, till they fhould obtain a charte^ 
under the authority of their foverejgn. 

' One of the firft a£ts of Bradford's admin-f 
ybration, was, by advice pf the Company, to 
fend Edward Wipflpw and Stephen Hopkins 
to Mafaflbit, with Squaijtp for their guide. 
The defign of this erriha0y was to explore 

the 

• Hubbard> MS. Hift. j. 49, 
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^e country, to confirm the league, to learn 
the fituation and ftrength of their new fiiend, 
to carry fome prefents, to apologize for fome 
mifbehaviour, to regulate th,e intercourfe be- 
tween them jand the Indiajis, and to procure 
feed-corn for the next planting feafpn. 

Thefe gentlemen found the Sachem at 
Pokanoket,* about forty miles from Plym- 
outh. They delivered the prefents, re- 
newed the friendfhip, and fatisfied themfelves 
Fefpedting the flxength of the natives, which 
did not appear forinidable, nor was the en*- 
tertainment which they received either liberal 
or iplendid. The marks of defolatiop and 
death, by reafon of the peftilence, w^re very 
co^picuous, in all the country through 
which they paffed ; but they were informed 
that the Narraganfets, who refided on the^ 
yreftem fhore of the bay of that name, were' 

very 

• 

* This was a general name for the northern fhore of 
die Narraganfet Bay, between Providence and Taunton 
mersy and comprehending the prefcnt townfliips of Briftol,' 
Warrexj, and Barrington, in the State of Rhode-Mand*. 
and Swanzey in Maflachufctts. Its northern extent is un- 
known* The principal feats of the Sachem were at 5(P- 
nuanif and KikhnmU The former is a neck of land form* 
cd by, the confluence of Barrington and Palmer's Rivers ; 
the latter is Mount Hope. 

Sec Call^dier'fi Century Difcourfe, p. 30, 73. 
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fery nvtmetous^ and that 4^e peAilence ha4 
fK>t reached them. 

After die return of this cmb^ffy, an^Dthei; 
was fent to Naufet, to recover a boy who 
had ftraggled from Plymouth, and had been 
taken up by fome p£ the Indians of that 
placfc They were fp fortunate ^s to recover 
the boy, axid to m,ajfcc peace with Afpinet,. 
the Sachem^ whom they paid for the lieed* 
corn which they had taken put of the grounii 
at Paomet, in the prgpecfing autumn,* Dur-j 
ing this expedition, m old woman, who hai^ 
never before £eea axiy white people, buriib 
into tears of grief and rage at the fight 06 
them. She had loft three fone by the per-* 
fidy of Thomas. Hunt, who decoyed th^m^ 
*«ith others^ on board his ihip, and fol(^ 
them for. flaves. Squanto, who was prefenty 
tokJ her that he had been carried away at 
the fame time ; that Hunt was a bad man : 
that his countrymen difapproved his cour 
dud, and that the Engliih at PlymoutiL' 
would not offer them any ingtiry. This 
declaration, accompanied by a fmall prefent^ 
appcafed her anger, though it was impoifi- 
blc to remove the caufe of her grief. 

It 

* Mourt's Relatioirizi TvadMis^ir^iig$. 
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It was fortunate for the Colony that they 
had fecured the fiiendfhip of M^aflbit ; for 
Ikis influence was found to be rery extefiiive. 
He wa« regarded and reverenced by all^he 
iatives, from the Bay of Narraganfet to that 
of Mafiachufetts* Though foihe of the pet-^* 
ty Sachems we^e difpofcd to be jealous of 
the new Colony, and to difturb its peaces 
yet their mutual connexion with Mafaflbit 
proved th$ means of its prefervation ; as a 
proof of which, rxwfi of thefe Sachems voU 
untarily c^me to Plymouth, and fubfcribed 
txi inftrumf^Qt qf fubmi^Gion ia xht following 
terms, viz. 

*^ September 13, Anno I>omim 1621; 
Know all men by thefe prefents, that we, 
whofe names are underwritten, do acknowl- 
edge ourfelves to be the loyal fubjedks of 
King Jamesj King of Great-Britain, France, 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c; la 
witneis whereofy lind as a ted^monial of the ^ 
iame^ we have fubfcribed eur names^ dr 
marks, as followeth : 

Ohquamehiid, Nattawalwint, Quadequina, 
Cawnacome, daunhatant, Huttamoiden, 
Obbatinua, Chikatabak, Apannow/' 

Hobamak, 
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Hobaimaky another of thefe fubordlnite 
^duefsy came and took up his r^fidence at 
Plymouth, where he continued as a faithful 
guide and interpreter a&^ long as he lived. 
The Indians of the ifland of Capawock^ 
which had now obtained the name of Mar- 
tha's or Martin's Vineyard, alfo fent mefFcn- 
gers of peace. 

Having heard much of the Bay of Mafla- 
chufetts, both from the Indians and the Eng- 
Bfh fifhermen, Governor Bradford appoint- 
ed ten men, with Squanto and two other In- 
dians, to vifit the placcj and trade with the 
natives. On the i8th of September, they 
jailed in a fiiallop^ and the next day got to 
the bottom of the bay,- where they landed 
imder a cliflf,* and were kindly received by 
Obbatinewa, the Sachem who had fubfcrib- 
ed the fubnxiflion at Plymouth a few days 
before. He renewed his fubmiilion, and re- 
ceived a pronuie ef affiftance and defence 
ag^nft the Squaw Sachem of Mafiachufetts, 
lind other enemies. 

The appearance of this bay was pleafing. 
They faw the mouths of two rivers which 
emptied into it. The iflands were cleared 

•of 

* Suppofcd to be Copp's Hill| in the town of Boftoa* 
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^( wood, aiid had Ijeeri planted ; b\it molt 
Ifef the ffeople who Hii ihhabhed theiri cithet 
-Were dtidl dr had removed, Thofc wii6 
remained were* cbntitftially i^ft fidar of the Tari. 
iatencs, who frdicjtiently came from the eaft- 
ward in a hoftile naatiner, and robbed thefA 
of their, corn; ' In one of thefe prfedatory in- 
Vafioiis, Nanepalhsiniet, a Sachem, had beefi 
fiain J Itfs body lay buried under a frame, 
furrounded by an intrenehment arid palifadei 
A monument on the top of a hill defigftated 
the place where he was killed*- 

Having explored the bay, arid colteCted 
fome bfeavelt', the fliallop retiimed to Plym^ 
*\ith, and brought fo good a report of thfe 
place, that the people wished they had bS^eft 
feated there* ^ But havinjg' planted cWn and 
built huts at Plymotitb^ ■ and' being- there in 
fecurity from' the ilatixreS, tfrcy j'udged the 
motives for continuance to bfe ftrong«r than 
for removal. Many of their pofterity havb 
judged otherwife;' 

•In Noverfibet^, a fhip arrived from E^n^- 
fand, with thirty-five pafiengers^^ ta augment 
the- Colony." ' Unhappily thiefy wire f6 (hort 
of provifion, that the people of Plymouth. 
wore obliged to vidual tlxe Ihip home, and 

£ £ thea 
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then pijt thecafelvea and the new comeirs i$ 
.fejf allowance. Before the next fpring 
( 1 6:? 2) the Colony begafttp f^tl the. rigour 
<tf fanfune. In the height of th& diftrefe, the 
Gavernor received from Canonictjs, Sachem, 
of Nairajganfet:^ a threatening meiTage, in the 
cmhiematic ftyle of the ancient Scythians ; 
a. bundle of, arrpws, bovind with the &in of 
a ferpqnt The Gpycrioor fent aiii anjfwer 
in the fame flyle, the fkin of the ferpent filled 
with powder a;nd balL The Narraganfets, 
afraid of its contents, fent it back unopened p 
and here the cprrefpOndenice ended* 

It was now judged prop*** to. fortify thc^ 
teyrn^ Accordingly it WM iwouxxded with 
at ftoQkade and four iknkarts ; a guard was 
i;ept.by d^y and, nighty.the Company being 
'i^vided into fpiM: fquadrons/ A feledfc nujn^ 
her were appointed, in cafe Of accidiefttal fire, 
to mount guard with their backs to the fire, 
to prevent, a furprife frOm the Indians, 
Within the (lockade was endpfed the.top of 
the hill, under which the town was built, andf 
a. fufficiency of land for a garden to each 
family. The works were- begun in Fe^ua^ 
Xjj and finiflhed in March. 

3^ '■■' At 



*. -J- 
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^ At this time t!he famine was veiy feyer6, 
jpifli and ipriijg water were tlie only, pro vifioti 
jbn which the people ftibfifte^. The want 
jrf bread redttced their 0e(h j yet, they IxacJ 
$Q nxuch health afSj fpirit, that, on hearing of 
the maffacre in yirginia, they ereified an ad^ 
jiitional fort oo 0t top of the hill, with aflat 
toof, on which the guns were mounted j the 
lower ftory ferved tfienqi for a place of wor^ 
Chip. Sixty acres of ground were planted 
with com J and their gardens were fown 
with the feeds of pdier efculipiit vegetables, 
in great pletity. 

The arrival pf two fliips with a new CoU 
pny, fent out by Tljonias Wefion, but with-* 
cut provifions, 'was an additional misfortune, 
pome of thefe people being fict, wfere lodged 
In the hofpital at Plyniouth till thpy were fo 
far recovered 9s to join tlielr companions, 
who feated thenplfelves at WeflaguiTet, fince 
called Weynioqjth, 

The firft fupply of provifion was obtained 
^om the filhing velfels j of which thirty-five 
came this.fpring, from England to the coaft. 
tn Aiigilft, tWa fhips anrived with trading 
gO&^ i %hlch the planters bPiight at a great 
difadvan^gis^ giving beaver in exchange. 

The 






Tli^ AjiTMJier bejpg dry, anjJthe harveft fhprt, 

it becam? neceffary Jo. make excurfions 
• • '*' /' ■ . • ' ' - -i 

^mong tljie iiatiyes, to pfQcijre corn and 

jeans, ^yitji the gpocjs purchafe^ from the 

: lups. Goyernpr Bradforii undertook this 

lerVice, havmg Sqnantp tor his guide and In- 

te^reter ; vrho was taken il J oi^ the paflage^ 

and died at Manamoi^* Before his death, 

te requefted the Governor to pray for him, 

f'^hat he might go to the Engliihman'? 

God.' 

• ■ 

. In thefe excurfions; Mr. Bradford was 
treated by tl^e natives with great refpeft ; and 
the trade was condudedj on both parts, with 
luftice and confidence. At Naufet, the ihal- 
lop being ftj-anded, it was neceflary to put 
Jhe corn, which had been purchafed, in 
ftack, arid to IpAve it, covered with mats and 
fedge, in the care of the Jndians, whilft the 
Governor and his party came home, fifty 
miles, on foot It remained there, from 
Noyem'ber to January ; and, when another 
'fliallop was ferit, it was found in .perfect fafc- 
ty, and the ftranded fhallpp w^s recovered,* 

»• » '"''iV •..■■% 

At Namafket, [Middlel^orpugh] au inland 
place, he bought another quantity, which 






. . -J ; * Win flow, in Purchas, it. 1858* 



was 
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J!v;as brought jhome, partly b;g:d;ie.i>eOp]e of 
the Goloay, and partly by tbp. Jndian tvQ- 
pien ; their mea difdaimnjg to. bpar^bnrdenSf 

At:Manomet [Sandwi^].ih£ bargained 
for more, whiich he iV as objigf d to leave, till 
March, whei) Captain Standifh went and 
fetched it home, the I|idian women bring* 
ing k down to the fhallop. The whole 
quantity thu$ purchafcd, amounted to twenr 
ty-eight hogflieads, of corn and beans ; of 
which Wefton's peoplie;: had a Ihare, as they 
jhad joined in the purchafe. 

In the fpring ( 1 623) the Governor receiv- 
ed a meflage from M afaflbit j that he was 
fick ; on which <lccalion, it is ufual for all 
the friends of' the Indians to vifit them, or 
fend them' prefents. Mr.- Winflow again 
went to vifit the Sachem j accompanied by 
^n John Hatnden,* and they had Hobamak 

"' •*" ■' ^* for 

* In Winflow's Journal, Mr. Hamden is faid to be 
<< 9. gentleman of London, who then wintered with us, 
and defired much to fee the country." I fuppofe this td 
be theiame perfon who diftingulfhed himfelf by his oppofl- 
tion to the illegal and arbitrary dfeipands of King Charles I. 
He had previoufly (1637) embarked for New-England 
with Oliver Cromwell, Sir ArtTiur .Haflcrig, and others; 
but they w^re prevented from coming by the King's 
*« procIamati5l|ag^unftJ^ his Majef 
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fe^eir gi^'ahd Uterpftter. The *ifil 
Wis Very ooiflfolatinTr to fick ^etid, and 
flie ^drc fo, ii Wlnfltm carried Wm fbitifc 
feoniiaiK»i^id niaf^e 1^ broth after the Eng- 
ttib t6ode^ Wllfcfe cotttnbuted t<) hfe tecttVeryv 
InKtUrnfor thi^fri^<»il7%ttent^^^^ Mkli^ 

itcd^mumcatedto I^cM^iak iiltefiigeAce dP 
a dai)gerGRi$ cO^f^H'kcy^ thai ih agitatloil 
Anotigtii^ Indians, ih which te had t>een f<^ 
lidted to join. Its obje^ was hothii^g ieSk 
ijbiftii the total eitfh^atiotl of the ^.hgiiiii) ^xid 
it was occafioned by the imj>radent tondtf^ 
<tf Wefton's people in the Bay of MalTadiu-? 
fetts. The Indiaas lu^d it in contemplation 
to mdcetheiH the firft viftims, apd then tQ 
fall on the people pf Plympttth. Mafaffc* 
it's advice wu th^ die Engliih fhould fei2:e 
and put to death the chief conlpix^ators, whom 
lie named $ aind &id thit this would prevent 
the execution of the plot. Hobamak com- 
njiunipated this fecret to Winflow, as they 
were retumiog } and it Was rqported to th$ 
Gbternon 

. ,. • . ^ ■ ■.-::.;■: ...... Q^ " 

.1 . • • * • • ■ . ' ^ 

'* ty's fiibjfeSs to the plantations in Ainenca.^' Hamden 
was bom in i594» sindi was ^pYe&rs old at dbe tiiQe of Kis 
being at Plyttioutt, in iJSij. . .,'♦ 

./Sec NeaPs Hi^ N. E. VoL'L xji.^ JSazari's;§^ 
Paper? I Vol. I. 421. NorthoucVs £8j^qphicai l)i(EtK)n* 
vy, H. A. M. 
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O9 thk alanning occafipn the whole Opm** 
pftny ^cre. aiTejoabled ia Cowt, and tf^e neyf». 
was imparted to theniu Such. was their con- 
ndence in the Qovernor, that they, unani- 
moufly reqxiefted him, with AUerton his Af« 
fiftaiit. to concert the beft meafures {eft thdr 
fafety, The refult vnii to ftrengthen the fqr^ 
tifications. tcr be vigilant at Home, and to fend 
fuch a force to the Baj^ of Maflachnfetts, 
under Captaifi Standiihj as he (hpuld judge 
fjifficibnt td crufh the confpitacy. An In- 
dian wlio had come into the tOwn was fuf^ 

* • • I ^ 

pe£ted as a fpy^and confined in irons^ Stand-^ 
ifh vath eight chofen . men, and the faithful 
Hobamak, went in the fhalJop to Wefton^s 
plantation, having goods as ufual to trade 
with the Indians^ Here he met the perfons 
who had been nanied as cbnfpirators, who 
perfonally infulted and threatened him« ' A 
quarrel enfucfd, Jn which feveh of the Indians^ 
were killed. The others were fo flhruck with 
terror, that they forfoofc their houfes and re*, 
treated to the fwamps, where many of them 
died with cold and httager ; the furvivors 
would have fued for peace, but were afraid 
to go to Plymouth. Wefton's people were 
fo apprehenfxve of the confequenccs of this 

affair, 
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affait, that thiey quitted the plantation ; and 
(he people of PlymT)Uth, who offered theiii 
pYoteftion, which the5r T^'ould* not accept, 
were glad to be i;id of . fuch trOublefomd 
neighbours. 

Thus, by the fpirited cpndud of a hand- 
ful of brave men^ in conformity tp the ad- 
vice, of the friendly Sachem, the whole con- 
fcuracy: was anrlihilated. But when, the re- 
port of this tranfadlion was carried to their 
brethren in Holland, Mr. Robinfon, in his 
ne^^t letter to the Governor, lamented with 
great concern and tendernefs, * " O that you 
had converted foine, before you had killed 

^ny ! ^ 

. •■ ■ , ■ ' ' ^ • 

. . The fbarcity which ttiey had hitherto- ex-' 
perienced was partly owing to the increafe 
of their numbers^ and the fcaatinefs of their 
fupplies from Europe ; but principally to 
their mode of labouring in common, and 
putting the fruit of their labour into the pub- 
lic ftore ; an error, which had die fame cf- 
itOi here, as in Virginia. To remedy this 
evil, as far as was confiftent with their en- 
gagements, it was agreed in the fpring. of 
1623^ that every family Ihould plant for thena- 

fclves, 

* Prince, 146^^ 
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ieltefi», on f^ch ground as fhould ht aifigaed 
to them by lot, without any diviiion for in-^ 
heritance j^ and that in the time of harveft 
jsk QOjpapcttnX portion £hould be brought into 
the common ftore, for the madnteiiance of the 
public officers, fifhelmen and fuch other per-» 

ions as could not be employed in agiiculture« 
This regulation gavd a fpring to induftry j 
the women and children cheerfully went to 
work with the men, in the fields, and much 
more corn was planted than ever before^ 
Having but one boat, the men were divided 
into parties of fix or feven, who took their 
turns to catch £ih ; the fhore afforded them 
ihfill-fifhj and ground nuts fer^'^ed them for 
bread. When any deer was killed the flefh 
was divided among the whole Colony; Wa- 
ter fowl came in plenty at the proper feafoh^ 
but the want of boats prevented them froiti 
being taken in great numbers^; iThus they 
fubfifted, through the third fummec, in tlie 
latter end of which two veiSels arrived with 
iixty paflengers. The harveft was plentiful ^ 
and after this time they had no general want 
€f food, becaufe they had learned to depend 

F F • on 

* Ptmccy ijj. Purchase iv. 1^66^ 
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"On their own exertions, rather than oil foir* 

"cign fuJ>pKes< ■ 

■"•■■■■'■ "'..,. 

The Vomfemation' which ttiey made, tg* 

fgre their landing at Cape C6d, was the firft 

foundation of their Government : but, ^$ 

tHey were driven f o this expedient by neceC- 

lity, it was intended to fubfift no longer than 

till they (:buld obtain legal authority from 

their Sovefeigii.* As foon as they knew of 

the eftabliftiment of the Council of NeW* 

^England, they applied fdr a patent } which 

Vas taken in the name of John Peirce, in 

■•» ■ ■ • ... 

truft for the Colony. When he faw that 

they were well feated, and that there was a 

profpedl of fuccefs to their undertaking, he 

"went, without .their knowledge, but in their 

name, and foficited the Clouncil for another 

patent, of greater extent ; intending to keep 

It to himifelf, and allow them no' more thaft 

jke pleafed, holding them as his tenants, to 

Yue and be fued at his Courts. * In purfuaiicc 

cf this defign, hiaving obtained the patent, he 

Dought a {hip, which he named the Paragon ; 

loaded her with, goods, took on board ujJs- 

wards of fixty paflerigers, and failed from 

London, for the Colony of New Plymouth. 

*"•-.' ■ --'.^ ■ ' la 

* Morton, 45. Prince, 136. Mag, I. ii-^ 
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In the Dowi^s^ihe was overtaken \>y a tempei):, 
which fo damaged the fhip, that he^ was oblir ^ 
ged tQ put her into . dock ; where Ihe lay 
fcven weeks, and her repairs, coft him one 
hundred pound$^ Jn .December, 1622, he 

■ "-■■ -.■#■■,.. .■■■ •, , 

failed a fe<;ond time, having on hoard one 
hundred and nine perfons ; but a feries of 

tempciftuous weather which cpntinued four- 

■ '"'■' I" " * ■ , ■ ■ • .■ 

teen days, .disabled hi§ fhip,, and forced him. 
back to Portfmputh. . Thefe repeated difap-, 
pointments proved fo difcouraging to him,, 
that; hjEj was e^fily prevailed upon by the 
Company of Adventurers, to affign his pa- 
tent to them for five hundred pounds* The 
pafl^ngers came over in other fhips. 

In 1629, another patent oC larger extent 
was {blicited by Ifaac . Allerton, and taken out 
in the name of *^ William Bradford, his heirs^ 
aifociateSj^ and affigris,."* This patent con* 
firmed their title (as far as the Grown of 
England coul4 confirm it) to. a tra£t of land 
boiirUied on the eaft and Ibuth by the Atlan- 
tic Ocean, and by lines drawn weft. friom the 
Rivulet of Conohaflet, and north from the 
River of Narragahfet,: which lines meet iA 
a point, comprehending ^ the country call-^ 

' - . • ^ • ed : 

* Hazardi I. 29!^ 
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ed Pokanoket To this tnO. they iqppofedl 
they had a prior title from the d^cpopulation. 
of a great part of it by a peltifence, from the 
^ of Maiaffoit, his vohintary fubjedion to; 
th^ Gro^b of Eagland^ and his having taken 
protection of thenu In a declaration pub^ 
Ufhed by them in 1636, they afferted thdr 
^ laTvful right in refpedk dF vaipancy, dona-^' 
tibn, 9.fld ptirchafe of the natives,"* which, t(K 
gether with their patent* from the *Crov^m,J 
througl^ the Co\incii of New-England, form-* 
ed ^^ the warrantable ground and foundation;' 
of theii: government, of niakifig laws andf 

difpofing of Uiids^"t 

In 

■*■.'■ j '■ I ■.■■■■. 

^ Hazard^ 1. 464. 

* fin i6399-aiR:e«t]!te termmafdoh of. the Peqwd t^arj^ 
M^^afloky "Who hi^.tbea changed his nsimc to Woofa^icr. 
^^en* brought, his fon Mooanam to Flymouthy and ddi- 
Xed that the leagpe which he had formerly made, inight, 
ie renewed, and ttiade inviolable; Th^ Sachem and his 
foil volttntatil; promife4» *^for tbexpielVei. and their fnc- 
ce^fBy thai; they vxould not. needle&ly nor ui^uftly rajft^* 
any quarrels or do any wrong to. other pativcsto prpvokc 
themto i)«rar againift the Colony 1 and that they iiwiuld 
ndl gitrti ibU Or convey any of their lands, territoriev .0( 
poiTeflions whatdter, to, toy perfon or perfons whomfoev^ 
CTf without the privity .or confcnt of the Government of 
Hymotith, other than to fucK as the faid Government 
(koi/Xi fend or appoint, Tha whole Court did then, ratify 

,.. ^ aud 
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n In lite r&me patent was granted a large 
tra£k bordermg <m ' the river Keonebfick, 
wliere tiiey had carried on a traffic with the 
natives for furs, as they did alfo at Connedi«f 
cat River^ whicb was not equally benefici^y 
becanfe liiere they had the Dutch for riTala.1^ 
The fiir trade was found to be much more 
advantageous than tbe'fifiiery. Sona«time9 
they exchanged com of their own growth^ 
fi^r furs ; hot European, coarfe cloths, hard 
ware; and ornaments, were good articles of 
trade when ithey could commaoid theaw 

- The Company in England, with which 
they wiere conne£):ed, did not fupply theai 
in pienty. Loflcs w«rc fuilained by fea ; 
the returns were not adequate to their ex^i^ 
pe£tati6h8 j they became difcduraged j threw 
many reflections on the planters, and linaUy 
refufcd them any farther iupplies ; f but ftitt 

demanded 

and confirm the aforefald league, and promlfe to the iaid 
Woofaxnequen, his fon and fncceflbrsy that they would 
defend tfaem againft all fuch. as fhould anj^j[^7 rife up 
ffgnblft tfaemf to wrong or opprefs them." 

Morton's Memorial, 150. 

■ 

• Hutch. II. 469. Prince, 157. 

f Bradfofd's Letters in the Colleaions of the Hiftorical 
Society^ vol. IIL p. 29, 36, 6q. 
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of age, of fober and peaceable trohveriatiobi 
orthodox in the fundameotate oE retigton, 
and poflefled of twenty pounds rateable 
eftate« ' < 

By the former patent, the Colony cf 
Plymouth was empowered **to enkO. fuch 
laws, as fhould moft befit a State, iii its noA« 
age, not reje<Sling, or omitting to obferve 
fuch of the laws of their native country, aaf 
^Miuld conduce to their good*"* In the feo* 
ond patent, the power of goyernment was 
granted to William Bradford andJiis aflbcir 
ates, in the f&Uowing terin8.t *^To frame 
and make orders, ordinances ind conftitUr> 
tions, as well for the better gdiremment of 
their affidrs hSre, {in England] and the re- 
ceiving or admitting any to his or their ii> 
dety ; as alfo, for the better government of 
his or their people, at fea, in going thither, 
jQT returning from thence ; and the lame tof 
be put in execution, by fuch officers and 
minifters as he or they fhall authorife and 
depute ; provided, that the faid laws be not 
repugnant to the laws of England, or the 

frame 

• Preface to Plymouth Laws, by Secretary Morton- 
f Hazardp I. $<Si.^ 



frame of gdirertitticAt by the laid Prefideat 
and Council hereafter to be eftabliftied/' 
: At that time, a general government over 
ike whole territory of New-England, was a 
favoutite obje£l: with the Council, which 
grknted thefe patents ; but, after feveral at* 
tempts, it finally mifcarried, to the no fmall 
joy of the planters; who were then at liberty 
to gov^ themfelves. 

In the formation of the laws of New- 
Wymouth, regard was had, *^ primarily and 
principally, to the ancient platform of God'd 
law/* For, though fome parts of that fyf* 
tetti were peculiar to the circumftances of the 
foils of Jacob, yet " the whole being ground- 
cd on principles of tnoral equity, ' it wsls the 
opinion of our firft planters, not at Plymoutli 
only, but in Maffachufetts, New-Haven and 
Connefticut, that " all men, efpecially Chrif. 
ti^ns, ought to have an eye to it, in the fram- 
ing of their political conftitxxtions/'* A fee* 
ondary regard was had to the liberties, grant- 
ed to them by their Sovereign, arid the lawfe 
of England, which they fuppofed *• any 
impartial perlbn might difcem, in the pe-' 

G G fufal ; 

' ' ■ . . . > • • 

* Pk^Cice to Plyxncuth Laws, 



ft4J BR A P P/0 R I>y 

ruikl of the book' of die laws* of the 
Colony/' . 

At firft they had feme cloubt concenringf. 
their right of puniihing capital crimes^ A 
imurder^ which happened in 1 630, made it 
neceflary to decide this queflipn.- It was de« 
cided by the divine law agaiuftihedding ,hu^ 
man blood, which waS deemed indifpenfible* 
In 1 636 their Code of Law;s was revifed, and 
capital crimes were enumerated and defined. 
In . 1 67 1 it was agaki revifed, and the next 
year printed, with this title : ^' The book' of 
the general laws of the inhabitants of Iheju- 
rifdiction of New-Plymouth j"^* a title Very 
fimilar to the Codes of . Maflachufetts and 
Connedicut, which were printed at the fame 
time by Samuel Green, at Cambridge. 
• . ' ' ■ The' 

^ *■ GoTemor Hatchixif(m» with onaccoUntable carekff- 
ncfe, has aflerted, (vol. II. 463) that they "never eftab- 
liflied any diftindl code or body of Jaws ;" grounding htf 
aflertion on a pafiage in Hubbard's MS. Hiilory, which 
impHes no fuch thing. The qtiotadon^ impe2ie<^ly. gives 
by Hutchinfon, is corre&ly as foUows, (pt* 50* )• v . , 

•' The laws they intended to be governed by, were the 
laws of England 5 the which tiey weriE willing to be fub- 
jeft to, though. "in -a foreign land ; and have, fince>th8tt 
time) continued in that mind for the general, adding only 
feme particular municipal laws of their own^ In fuch ca- 

fc5* 
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. The piety, wifdoin, and integrity of Mr. 
firgidford, were fuch prominent features in 
his chara<5ter, tliat he was annually chofen 
Gbyernqr as long as he lived, excepting 
three years, when Mr. Winflow, and two, 
when Mn Prince, were chofen j and, even 
then, Mr. Bradford was the firft in the lift of 
AflSftants, which gave him the rank of Depu- 
ty-Governor. In 1 624 they chofe five Affift- 
ahts^ aiidj in 1633, feven j the Governor 
having a doufele vote, Thefe augmentations 
were made at the earneft requeft of Mr;- 
JSradfprd, whp ftrongly recommended a ro- 
tation in the eleftipjj^ of a Governor ; but, 
could not obtain it for more than five years 
in thirty-five ; and never for more than two 
years In fucceffion. His argument was^ 
" that if it were any honour or benefit, others 
befide himfelf (hould partake of it ; if it were 
» burdeng others befide himielf ihould help 
.. . '. .-■••.- "to 

^ics, where the common laws and (latutes of England conld 
act well reacb» or afibr^L them help in emergent" diiBcul-. 
tics of thci place 5 pofliblf on the fame ground that Paca- 
vius fomettmes advifed Us neighbours of Capua, not to 
cofliicr their old magiftrates^ till they could agree on bet- 
tcr to place hi their room. So did thefe choofe to abide 
bjr the laws 4>f Englauid, till they could be provided of 
better," v .^ 
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to be?ir it'** Notwithftaading the reafoix- 
jblenefs and equity of his plea, the peoplq 
bad fuch a ftrong attachment to him, and 
confidence in him, that they could not be per-^ 
fuaded to leave him out of the Government. 
For the laft twelve years of his life, he 
Vas annually chpfea without interruption, 
and ferved in the oflSce of Governor, His 
health continued good till the autumn of 
16^6^ when it began to decline ; and, as the 
next fpring advanced, he became weaker, 
but felt not any &cute illnefs till the begia* 
aing of May, 

After a diflrefling d^, his mind was, iq 
the following night, fp elevated with the idea, 
of futurity, that he faid to his friends in thq 
pioming, ^^ Qod has given me a pledge of 
my happinefe in another ^prld, and the firft 
fruits of eternal glory/* The next day, 
being the ninth pf May, 1657, ^® ^^^ ^^^ 
moved from this world by death, in the fix^ 
ty-ninth year of his age, to the immenfe lofa 
and grief of the people, not only in Plym-i 
puth, byt the neighbouring Colonies j fourf 

♦ Morton, p, 53. 

f Thefe four Colonies were MaflachuCpttSjj Connei!licut| 
New*Hayen> and Rhode-Iflaqd, 



BTR.A I> :F O R D/ ^45 

©f which he live4 to fee eftabliflied, befide 
that of which he was one of the pnncipal . 
founders. 

In addition to what has been fsdd of Mr, 
Bradford's charafter, it may be obfcrved, 
that he was a fenfible man, of a ftrong mind, 
a found judgment, and a good memory. 
Though not favoured with a learned educa^ 
tion, he was much inclined to ftudy aijd 
writing. The French and Dutch languages 
were familiar to him, and he attsuned a coa*' 
fiderable knowledge of the Latin and Greek j 
but he more afliduoufly fludied the Hebrew, 
becaufe he iaid that ^^ he would fee with his 

own eyes, the ancient oracles of God, in their 

lAtive beauty,'* * 

He had read much of luflory and philof^ 
pphy, but theology was his favourite ftudy. 
He was able to manage the polemic part of 
it, with much dexterity j and was particular- 
ly vigilant againft the fediaries which infeft« 
ed the Colonies ; though by no means fe^* 
vere or intolerant, as long as they continued 
peaceable; wifhing rather to foil them by 
argument, and guard the people againft re* 

ceiving 

* Mother's Magnalia, \L %• 
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ceiving their tenets, thaa to fupprcfs them by 
^olencc pr cut them off by the fword of 
magiftracy, Mr. Hubbard*s charafter of him 
is, that he was ^'aperfon of great gravity 
and prudence, of fober principles, and fof 
one of that perfuafion (Brownifts) very plisn 
ble, gentle and condefcending.". 
• He wrote " a Hiftory of Plymouth people 
and Colony,"* beginning with the firfl; for* 
nation of the C^hurch in x6o2, and ending 
m 1646. It was contained in a fdio voU 
ime of 270 pages. Mortbn*s Memorial is 
an abridgment of it. Prince and Hutchiii^ 
fpn had the ufe of it, and the manufcript waj 
carefully idepofited with Mr. Prince's yalu%- 
ble Colle£kion of Pdpers, in the library of th< 
Old South Church in Boflon, which fell i 
facrifice to the unprincipled fury of tlie Brifc. 
fih army, in the year 1775, fince which time 
k has not been feen. He alfo had a large 
tiook of copies of letters relative to the affairs 
of the Colony, a fragment of which wa^, a. 
^w years ago, recovered by accident,! and 

\^ puWifhedi. 

^ * Preface to Prince's Annalsy p. vi, ij. 

t -It was accidentally feen in a Grocer's fliop at Hali- 
fax, Nova-Scotta, by James Clarke, Efq. a Correfpondin]; 
Member of the Ififtorical Society, and l>y him traiifinitted 
to Bofton. 
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Jjilbliflied, by the Hiftorical Sodety.* td 
fills firagment is fubjoined another, being 'a 
** defcriptive aftd hiftorical account of Nc^ 
England,*' in verfe j which if it be not gra- 
ced 'vnth the charims of poetry, yet '. is a juft 
and affbdSng jaarrative, ititermixed with pi- 
0X1$ and nfe&I reflections. BeHdes thefe, h^ 
wrote,, as Dn Mather fays^ ^^ fome (ignificant 
things, for the coitifutation of the errors e)f 
the times ; by which it appears, that he was 
a perfdn of a good temper, and free from 
that rigid fpirit of feparatidn, whi6h broke 
the Separatifts ta pieces." . 

In his office of chief magiftrate, he was 
prudent, teiiiperate and firm. He would 
fufFer no perfon to trample oh the laws, or 
difturb the peace of the Colony. During 
his adminifttation there were frequent accei* 
iions of new inhabitants; fome of whom 
were at firft refra£k)ry ; but his wifiiom and 
jfbrtitude obliged them to pay a decent rei^ 
pe£t to the laws and cuftoms of the comjb- 
try. One particular inftance li prcfcnreA 
A company of young men^ newly arrived^ 
were very unwilling to comply with the 
Governor's order for working on the pubUe 

account. ' 

• ■ "■ 

f CoUe^ions of Hr S. vol. III. p. 27. 77. 
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fcccounti Ott ^ Chriftmisi day, they excufed 
^omfelves, under pretence that it was agaiaft 
their confci^nc* to work* The Goverhor 
gave them no other mfwer than, that he 
\vould let them alone, till they fhould be 
hettet informed- In the courfe of the day* 
he found them at jplay in the Af eet ; and 
tommanding the inftruments of their game 
lo^he taken from them, he told them, that 
k was againft his coflfcience to fufFer them 
to j>lay, whilft others were at work; and 
that if they had any feligibiW regard to the 
day, they fhould fhow it, in the exercife of 
devotion at home. This gentle reproof had 
the defired effefl;, and prevented a repetitiott 
of fuch difordere. 

His conduct towatd intruders and falfc 
fiiends was equally moderate,- but firm and 
decifivc. John Lyford had impofed him*- 
telf upon the Colony as a Minifter, being 
recommended by fome of the adventurers^ 
At firft his behaviour was plaufible, and he 
was treated with refpea ; but it was not 
long, before he began, In concert with John 
Oldham, to excite a fadioh. The Gov- 
CThor watched them ; and when a fhip was 
aboiit iaHtng for England, it was obferved 
' ' • that 
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that Lyford was very bufy in writing let- 
ters, of which he put a great number on 
board The Governor in a boat, followed 
the ihip to Tea, and by favour of the MafleTf 
who was a friend to the Colony, examined 
tiie letters, fpme of .which he intercepted^ and 
concealed. Lyford and Oldham were aft 
firft under much apprehenfion, but as noth^ 
ing tranfpired, they concluded that thi 
Govemof had only gone on board to carrf 
his own letters ; and felt themfelves fecure. 

In one of the intercepted letters, Lyford 
had written to his firiends, the difcbntented 
pifft of the adventurers, that he and Oldhant 
mtended a refdrnution in Church and States 
Accordingly they began to inftitute a fepa-* 
rate Church ; and when Oldham was fumj> 
moned to take his turn at a military watchy 
he not only reiiifed oompliance, but abufed 
Captain Standifh, and drew his knife upon, 
him. For this he was imprifoned ; and 
both he and Lyford were brought to trial^ 
before the whole Company. Their beha- 
viour was infolent and obftinate. The Go^v 
emor took pains to convitlce them of theit 
folly, but in vain. The letters were then- 

H H produced ; 



\ 
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producec) ; tbdr adhereiite were coniEbundcd } 
I iktd the-cvidence of their faditms and difor- 
Aeriy ^dndu^ beihg fatts&6:ofy, they were 
cfendemiie^, tind t)rdcred to be banifhed from 
Aie -pkrtitatkih. Lyford wis aflowed fix 
Awimtfes jfer probation ; but His pretences 
proved fiypocritkal, and lie was obliged to 
ck5>a!t. ' After feveral removals be died in 
Vi^gkiku Oldham having returned aftef 
iSswiKhiiite^', his fecohd cxptiHion was con- 
d^3Q:e<{ ifi this fmgular inanner* *' A guard 
of jnufqueteers was appokfited, through which 
ke was obliged to pa& ; evety one was orders 
9A to give him a blow ^n the hinder partS^ 
with the butt end of his wufquet ; then he 
was conveyed to the water fide, where a boat 
was ready to carry him away, with this fare- 
wdl, Go^ and nvend your manners ^^^^ This 
diicipline had a good effed on him ; he 
rcoAt his fubmiffion, and was allowed t^ 
come and go on trading voyage. In one of 
t^cfei he was killed by the Pequod Indiana, 
wiuch proved the occafion of a war with 
tiAt nation. 

yiu Bradford had one foh by his firft wife j 

and by his fetond, Alice South worth, whom 

' ^ -•^♦^'-; he 

* Mcrton, 81. 
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he married in 1623, he had two fons and 
a dau^itfn Hifffcm WiHi^ai,bomm 1624, 
was Peputy^Govemor of the Colony after 
|ii&&therV death, aod lived, to the age of 80 j 
as appeMs by his grave-ftoae in Plymouth 
church-yard. One of his grandfoaa and two 
q£ his great grandfons were Counfellors of 
Jidaflachufetts^ Several others of his do* 
fcendants have borne refpeCtabl^ charailers^ 
and hav^ been placed in ftations of honour 
and ufefulnefs* One of them, William 
Bradford, has been Deputy-Governor of the 
State of Rhode-Uland) and a fenatqr in the 
Congrefs of the United States, Two others, 
Alden Bradford and Gamaliel Bradford arc 
members of tbi? Hiftorical Society^ 



XXIV. 
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XXIV. WILLIAM BREWSTER, 

A HE place of this gendeman*^ 
|)irth is \mknown. The time of it was 
A. D. 1560. He received his education at 
the Uniyqrfity of Cambridge, where he be- 
came ferioufly impreffed with the truth of 
religion, which had its ^eijuine influence on 
liis charader, through ^his whole life. 

After leaving the Univerfity, he entered 
into the fervince of William Davifon, a 
courtier of Queen Elizabeth, and her Ambaf- 
fador in Scotland and in Holland ; who 
found him fo capable and faithful, that he 
repofed the utmoft con^dence in him. He 
cftecmed him as a fon, and converfed witl^ 
him in private, both on rdigiovis and political 
fubje£ts, with the greateft familiarity; and 
whep any thin^ occurred which required 
fecrefy, 3rewfter w^s his confidential friend. 

When the Queen entered into a league 
with thp United Provinces, (1584) and re- 
ceived poflTeflTion of feveral tp^ns and forts, 
as fecurity for hpr expejifes in defending 
their liberties j Davifon, who negociated the 
piatter, aitruftp^ Brewfter with the keys of 
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Fiufhing, one of ^hofe cautionary Jtgyras ; 
and tlie States of Holland were fo fenfible 
pf his merit, as to prefent him widl the 
ornament of a golden ehitri.* 

He returned with the AmbafTador to Eiig- ' 
land, and continued In his fervice, till Da- 
vifon, having incurred the hypocriteal dil^ 
pleafure of his arbitrary mlftrefs, was impris- 
oned, fined, and ruined. Davifon is faid to 
have been a man of abilities and integrity, 
but eafy to be impofed upon, and for that 
.very reafon was made Secretary of State, f 
When Mary, the unfortunate Queen of 
Scotland, had been tried and condemned, 
and the Parliament of England had petition- 
ed their Ibvereign for her execution, Eliza- 
beth privately OTdered Davifon to draw a * 
death-warrant, which flie flgned, and fent 
him with it to the Chancellor to have the 
great feal annexed. Having performed \^\% 
duty, Ihe pretended to blame him for his 
) precipitancy. Davifon acquainted the Coun- 
cil with the whole tranfadion ; they knew 
the Queen's real fentiments, and perfuade4 
him to fend the warrant to the Earls of Kent 
and Shrewfbury, promifing to juftify his 

condu6b, * 

♦ Morton^s Memoiial, p. 154. 
\ Httme, vol. V. chap. 42. 
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coftdu^t, and take the blame oa themfelv^s, 
,Th,efe Eairls attended the eajwcutwa of Mary ; 
but, vhen l&Uzabetb heard of it,, ihe affect- 
ed furprize mi indignation j threw all th^ 
blame oa the innocent Secretary,: and com-i 
initted him to the tower j where he became 
tifi fubjen^ of lailleiy fronx thpfe very Counr 
feUors. who had pwonT^dto coxu)jtei\aace and 
prQte,£t hiixiw, He wasi tried in the Staf 
Chambo?, and fined tea thoiivfand pounda, 
which being rigorojufly IgTiedi upon haia, 
jeduoed him to poverty.* 

During thpfe ijiisfbrtunes, Brewfter ^th* 
fully adhered to him^ and gave hli^ ^1 the 
^fliftance of whi^h he wa& capablio,, When 
he could no longjei; fcrvQ him>. he retired voe 
to the north of England, among his pM 
friend?,, and was very highly efteemed by 
thofe who were moft es^mphoy for ireligi(»,.'|' 
Bding poflefled of a handfqme property,, and 
having fome influence, he made ufe of both 
in prompting the caufe of i;eligiQn,, and; pro» 

curing 

* For a particular account of Dayifon, aiad a full vixh 
dication of his condu<5l, the reader is referred to the jtft 
volume of Biographia Btittanicai publiffaed hj the lace 
loarned and; candid Dn Kippis; where the cfaai^dber-of 
Elizabeth is drawn in its proper colours. P. 4—13* 

t Cotton's Appendix, in. the Colledions. of the Biftori- 
cal Society, voL IV. 114.. 
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curing pierfotts of good charadter, tb fefvfc ia 
the offece of miniftet^ to the parifheS hi hiS 
neighbourhood* 

By degrees he became difgufted with th< 
impofitions of the prelatical party, and their 
feverity toward iflenof a rsoderate and peacea- 
ble dilpofition. This led himtoinquireeritical- 
ly into the nature of ecclefiaftical authority j 
and having difcovered much corrtfption in the 
conftimtion, forms, ceremonies, and difcipline 
of the eftabliflied Church,he thought it his du- 
ty to withdraw from its cdtnmu?ftion, and join 
with others of the fame fentimelits ih tfie infti-' 
tatiatx of a Separate Church j of Which Ithe aged 
Mr. Clifton and the younger iClr. Rebiriib'rf 
V^^ere appointed paftots. The newly formed 
Society met, on the Lord's days, at Mn 
Brewfter's houfe ; where they were enter- 
tained at his expenfe, with much affedion 
and refpeft, as long ai they could affemble 
without oppofition from their adverfaries. 

But when the refentment of the hierar- 
chy, heightened by the countenance and au- 
thority of James, the fucceflbr of Elizabeth, 
obliged them to feek refuge in a foreign coun- 
try ; Brewfter was the Aioft forward to affift 
them in their removaL He was one ofthofe 

who 
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•^ho went. on board a veffel, in the night j at 
Bofton in Lincolnfhire, (as already related in 
the life of Robihfon ;) and being apprehend- 
ed by the magiftiates, he was the greateft fuf- 
ferer, becaufe he had the moft property* 
When liberated from confinement, he firft 
affifted the weak and poor of the Society in 
their embarkation, and then followed them 
to .Holland. 

His family was large, and his dependents 
numerous ; his education and mode of liv- 
ing were not fuited to, a mechanical or mer- 
cantile life, and he. could not pr adife agricul- 
ture in a commercial, city. The hardfhips 
which he fuffered in confequence of this re- 
moval ' were grievous and deprefling ; but 
when his finances were exhaufted, he had a 
refburce in his learning, and abilities. In 
Leyden he found employment as a tutor; 
the youth of the city and univerfity came to 
him for inftrudidn in the Englifh tongue ; 
and by means of the Latin, which was com- 
mon to both, and a grammar of his own con- 
ftrudion, they foon acquired a knowledge of 
the Englifh language. By the help of feme 
friends, he alfo fet up a printing-ofGce, and 
was infbrumeotal of publifhing feveral books 

againil 
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dgainft thb hierareh^r^ which could not dbtaia 
^ licenfe in EdglailcL 

His reputation waS fo high iid the Church 
of which he wa^ a inembef^that they diofe 
htm a ruling eider, and cQofided in his vn!^ 
4om» espmettce and integrity, to af&fti in 
coi]idu(^g thck temporal as w<ill bA ecdefi^ 
aftical concerns, patticukrly'theimemoyal to 
America. With the nunority of the Church 
he cfLUkt over, and fuffered all the hardfhips 
attending their iettlement in tbi^ wildernefa. 
He partook with diem o^ labour, hunger and 
watching ; his bible and his arms were 
equally familiar to him ; and he was always 
ready for any duty or fuSering to which he 
was called. 

■ 

For fome tufte after thdu: alrritil, they were 
deftitute of a teaching elder ; eKpe£king and 
'hoping that Mr. Robinfon, with the remains 
dcr of the church, would follow them to 
lAmerica. Brewfter frequently officiated M 
*a preacher, but iue neVer could be petfiiaded 
to adminifler the facram^tt, err taJete on bim 
the paftoral office ; tkough it had Keen ftip 
nkted before their departure bom Holland, 
that " thofe who firft wtot ihoilld be aii ail* 
folute church of themfelves, as well as thofe 

I X who 
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tvhd (laid ;*** ^id it was one of their princi- 
ples, that the brethren who elected, had the 
power of ordaining to oflSce. 

The reafon of his refufal was his extreme 
^fEdence ; being unwilling to affume any 
other office iri the Church, than that witlk 
which he had been invefted by the whole 
body. This plea might have fome force 
during. Robitifon's life, by whofe advice he 
had been prevailed upon to accept the office 
of a ruling elder j -but after his death there 
was lefs reafon for it, and his declining to of- 
ficiate was really productive of very difagree-* 
able effects.. 

A ^irit of fadlion arid di vifion was excit* 
ed in the church, partly by perfons of differ- 
ent fentiniionts and charadters, who came 
over from England, and partly by uneafy and 
affiiming brethren among themfelves. Sucfc 
was the notoriety and melancholy appeai> 
ance of tihefe divifions, that their friends ill 
England ferioufly admonifhed them, and 
/recommended to th^m " to let their practice 
"in the Church be complete and full ; to per- 
^fatit all who feared God, to join themfelves 
*to them witfaotft delay ; and to let all divine 
c^/t . •■.- *... tt iSr 4-: . ./..: .; :.. :ordinance8 ■-* 

Qil\/ * Prince, 66. 
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ordinances be iifed completely in the Church, 
without longer waiting upon uncertainties, 
or keeping a gap open for oppofites."* 

With thi§ falutary advice they did not 
comply ; and one great obftacle to their com* 
pliance was the liberty of " prophefying,'* 
which was allowed not only to the elders, 
but to fuch private members as were ** gift- 
ed,'* Jn Rpbinfoft's Apology, f this princi- 
ple 

^ Bradford's Lettqrs in ColleAion^ fL Society-y III, 33, 

. t " Wc leara from the Apoftle Paul, (i Cor. xiv. 3.) 
that he who prophefieth, fpeaketh to men, to edification, 
and exhortation, luid comfort ) which, to perform ecnve' 
iwtttfyf comes within the compaft of but ^fim^f of the mul« 
titttde, haply tyro or three in each . of our churches;* 
Touching prophecy, then, we think the fame that the 
Synod of Embden (1571) hath decreed in thefe words. 
<* Let the order of prophecy be obferved according to 
Paul's iniU^ution. Into the fellowfhip of this work, are 
)|p be admitted, not only the miniflers, but the teachers, 
flBers and deacons, yea even of die multitude, who are 
mfUiittg to confer their gift, received of Ood, to the com- 
mon utility of the church ; but fo as they firft be alio*wedp 
hj the judgment of the ixlinifters and others.^' 

Rohinfon^s -Apology ^ Chap. viii. 

Govenior Winthrop, and Mr. Wilfon, minifter of Bof- 
ton, made a viflt to Plymouth in O^^ober, 1632, and kept 
Sabbath there* The following account of the aftemooft 
wercife is preferred in Winthrop's Journal, p. 44. 

«< In the afternoon Mr. Roger Williams, according ta 
dieir cuftomi propounded a queftioDi to which the pallor, 

Mr, 
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pie is explained ia a veiy cautious maniw j 
the Cj:5ercif€:pf.the gift wa? fubje£t to tha 
judgment of th^ mioifter ; and whilft they 
were under his fuperintendence, their proph- 
efyings ware condufted with tolerable regu-. 
larity ; but when they came to prs^^ice on 
this principle where they had not that ad^ 
vantage, the cpnfequence was prgudicial to 
the eftabliibment of any regular miniftry 
among them. ^* The preachments of the 
gifted brethren produced thofe difcourage- 
toents; to the niinifters, that almoft all left 
the Colony, apprehending th^mfelvej driven 
away by the JWgkdt 9Ad contempt, with 
which tliip people on this .occafion treated 
them."* This pradJicc was not allowed ia 
^y other Church of Nfcw^-JEngland, except 
that of Flymouth* 

Befide ;. 

Mr. Smith, i^ialof brieAQr $ the^ Mr. Williapas pzofh^ifj^ 
and aft^r, -th^ Gotcr^or of Plf^kouth [Bradford] ipak» 
fo the qutfioDL ; after him tfee diler £Brewfter] thai twi^ 
pr three more of the congregation. Then the elder dfu 
fired the Governor of Maflachufetts and Mr. Wilfpn to 
^peak to it, which the7 did. When t{iis tras ended, th^ 
^acon, Mr. Fuller, put the <:ongregation in mind of theii". 
^Bty. of contribution ; upon which thp Governor and aQ 
the reft went dowp to the deacon's feat, and put into thq 
^>ag> and then returned." 



.Befi^ the Jiberty of propbefying, axid 
pi^tblic conferejute, there were feveral other 
peculiarities in their practice, ^hich they 
learned from the Brpwnifts, and in whiciv 
they difiFered from many of the reformed 
churche«%* They admitted none to theit 
communion without either a written or oral 
declaration of dieir faith and religious expe^ 
riences, delivered before the whole Church, 
with libe?ty for every one to afk queftions 
till they were fatisfied. They praftifed or- 
dination by the hands of the brethren, f 
They difufed the Lord's prayer and the pub- 
lic reading of the Scriptures. They did not 
allow th? reading of the pfalm before fing- 
ing, till, in compaflion to a brother who 
could not read, they permitted one of the 
elders or deacons to read it line by line, af- 
ter it had been previoufly expounded by the 
minifter4 They admitted no children to 
baptilm, unlels one, at kaft, of the parents^ 
were in full communion with the church; 

and 

♦ Baylie's Diiluaflve from the Errors of the Timcsj 
-p. 22. 

t Cc^ton's Appendix, in Collodions of the Hifiorical 
Society, IV. 127, 136, &c. 

% Ainfwortfi's tranflation of the Pfalm* was ufed in the 
Church of n^outhrtiU ^692^ when the New-England 
vexfien was introduced. Cotton's Appeudi^ci 
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and they accounted all baptized children 
proper fubje£t$ of ecclefiaftical difcipline* 
WhUft in Holland, they had the Lord's Sup- 
per every Sabbath ; but, when they came 
to America, they omitted it till they could 
obtain a minifter, and then had it monthly* 
Moft of thefe praftices were continued for 
many years, and fome are yet adhered to, 
though others have been gradually laid afide, 

The Church of Plymouth had no regular 
minifter till four year? after the death of Mr. 
Robinfon, and nine years after their coming 
to America. In 1629, ^^^Y fettled Ralph. 
Smith, who continued with them about five 
years, and then refigned* Pie is faid to have 
been a man of " low gifts,'* and was aflifted 
three years by Roger Williams, of " bright 
accomplifhments, but offcnfivc errors/' In 
1636, they had John Reyner, " an able 
and godly man, of a meek and humble fpirit, 
found in the truth, and unreproveable in his 
life and converfation. He continued with 
them till 1 654,* when he removed to Dover, 

in. . 

♦ The fucceffion of minifters, fincc that time, h;is bcc» 
ts follows. After a vacancy of 15 years, 
In 166^9 John Cotton was ordained ; and, in i697,^rc» 
ixgocdfZad remoTcd toCarolma> wher^ far died i^ 1 699^ 
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in 'New-Hampfliirej where he (pent the re- 
mainder of his life. 

During his miiiiftry at Plymouth, elder 
Brewfter having enjoyed a healthy old 
age, died oh the fixteenth of April, 1644, 
teing then in the eighty-fourth year of his 
age. He was able to continue his eccleii-^ 
afiical fun^ions, and his field labour, til! 
within a few days of his death, and was 
confined to his bed but one day^ 

He had been remarkably temperate^ 
through his whole life, having drank no 
liquor but water, till within the laft five or 
fix years. For many months together, he 
had, through neceflity, lived without bread ; 
.having nothing but fifh for his fuftenance, 
and fometimes was deftitute of that. ^ Yet, 
being of a pliant and cheerful temper, he 
eafily accommodated himfelf to hi5 circum- 
ftances. When nothing but oyfters or 
clams were fet on his table, he would give 

thanks, 

In l699» Ephraim Little was ordained^ and died at 

Plymouth, in 1723 ; being the only minifter» of that 

Church, who died there. 
In 1724, Nathaniel Leonard was ordained; and, in 

1757, removed to Norton. 
^T^ 1 759» Chandler Robbins, D. D. was ordained, and 

is now living* 

Cotton's Appendix. 



tiliatiks^ i/dti^ his fetttihjr, tlwit tliey could 
** fuck of the abuudance of the feas, and o^ 
Uie treafurefe hid in the fend**** 

He was a iriaft. of emirieilt piety atidde^ 
Votioii ; riot prolix, but full and comprehen-* 
ftve in his public prayers j eftfeeiriing it his 
Buty, to ftfengthen and encourage the devo-* 
lion of others, rathet than to weary- thern 
with long performances* On daj^s of faftirig 
and huniiliiition, he WaS rtiofe copious, btft 
equally fwverit. f As an inftante of this, it 
fe obfervid, that in 1623, a drought 6f fix 
Weeks having fuccceded the planting feaibn, 
in July a diy wa6 fet apart fof fafting and 
jpfayer. The mofning was clear and hot^ 
VB ttfual, but after eight hours employed itL 
Religious exercifes, the weather changed, and 
liefore the next morning, a gentle rain came 
oil, which continued, with intefmiflions of 
ikir and warm weather, fourteen days, by 
i^hich the languilhing com revived. TTie 
neighbouring Indians obferved the change, 
and faid that ** the Engli{hman's God was 
U good Godw- 
in 

* Peut. xzziil. ig* 
t Morton, Prince, and TWlnflow, 



\ 
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la hts puttlicdifcouries^ Mr. Brewiler was 
very clear and d^ftinguifliing; as well as pa-' 
thetic ; addreffing himfelf firft to the under- 
ilandixig, and then to the afFedtions of hie 
audience j cdnvindng and perfuading them 
of the fupenqr exeellpncy 6f true religion^ 
Such a kind of teaching, wa^ well adapted^ 
and in many inftances effedlual, to the real 
iaftruiiion and bjenefit of his heaters. What; 
a pity that fuch a man could not have beea 
perfuaded to take on him the paftoral office ! 

In his private converfation^ he Was focial^ 
{>leafant^ ^d inoffenfive j yet when occafion 
required, he exercifed that fortitude 1f?hich 
true virtue inipires, but mixed with fuch 
tendernefe, that his reproofs gave no offence* 

His compaffioii towards the dillrefled was 
an eminent trait in his charadfcer 5 and if 
they were fuifering for confcience fake, hel 
judged them, of all others, moft deferving 
of pity and relief. Nothing was more dif- 
gUftirig to him than vanity and hypocrify. 

In the government of the church, he was 
careful to preferve order and purity, and to 
fupprefs contention. Had his diffidence 
permitted him to exercife the pafloral office, 

Kk he 



i66 B R £ W S T E K. 

he would have had more influeneej and kept 
intruders at a proper diftance. 

He Was o^^ner of a very confiderable 
library, part of which was loft, when the 
veffel in which he embarked was plundered 
act Bofton irl Lincolrifhire. After bis death, 
his remaining books were valued at forty- 
three pounds^ in filver, as appears by the Co- 
lony Records, where a catalogue of them is 
preferved. 
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XXV. ROBERT CUSHMAN * 



"Robert cushman was a 

(diftinguifiied chargiaer among th^t collec- 
tion of worthies^ who quitted England 
on account of their religious difficulties, 
and fettled ^ith Mr. John Robinfon, their 
paftpr, in the city of Leyden. Propor 
fing afterwards a removal to America, in the 
year 1 6 1 7, Mr. Cufhman and Mr. Jolja 
Carver, (afterwards the firft Governor of 
Jsfew Plymouth) were fent over to England, 
as their agents, to agree with the Virginia 
Company for a fettlement, and to obtain, if 
poflible, a grant of liberty of confcience in 
their intended plantation, from King James. 

From this negpciation, though conducted 
on their part with great difcretion and ability, 
they returned unfuccefsful to Leyden, in 
May 1 6 1 3. They met w^h no difficulty 
indeed from the Virginia Company, who 
were willing to grant them fufficient territo- 
ry, with as ample privileges as they could 
l?eftow ; But the pragmatical Jam^, the pre^ 

tended 

* This account of Mt. Cuftman wa$ publiflied in 1785, 
at Plymouth, as an Appendix to the third edition of hf^ 
Pift<?urfe on Self-love. It was written by ^obn DavJs, Ef^* 
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tended vicegerent of the Deity, refufed to 
grant them that liberty in religious matters, 
which was their principal object* This per- 
fevering people determined to tranfport 
themfelves tq this country, relying upon 
James's promife that he would connive at, 
though not exprefsly tolerate them ; and Mr. 
Culhman was again difpatched to England 
in February, 1 6 1 9, with Mr, William Brad^ 
ford, to agree with the AHrginia Company 
on the terms of their removal and fettle* 
ment. 

After much diflBculty and delay, they ob^ 
tained a patent in the September following } 
uppn which, part of the Church at Leyden, 
with their Elder, Mr. Brewfter, determined 
to tranfport themfelves as foon as poflible, 
Mr. Cuihman was one of the agents in Eng-» 
land to procure mpney, ibipping and other 
necelTaries for the voyage, and embarked 
with them at South-Hampton, Auguft 5th, 
1620. But the fhip, in which he failed, 
proving leajcy, and after twice putting into 
port to repair, being condemned as unfit to 
perform the voyage, Mr, Cufhman with 
his family, and a number of others, were 

©bilged, though reluijtantly, to reliaquifli tho 



voyage for that time, ^md petum to Lon- 
don* Tl)ofe in the otha? fbip proceeded 
and made their fettlemeQt at Plymouth in 
December, 1620, where Mr, Guftxman alfo 
arrived in the fhip Fortune from London, 
on the joth of November, 1 621, but took 
paiTage in the fame &ip back again, purfu- 
ant to the directions of the merchant advien-- 
turers in London, (who fitted out the fliip, 
and by whofe afliftance the firft fettlers were 
tranfported) to give them an account of tike 
plantation. He failed from Plymouth De- 
cember 13th, 1621; and arriving on the 
coaft of England, the fhip, with a cargo 
valued at 500L fterling, was taken by the 
French. Mn Cufhman, with the crew, 
was carried into France j but arrived in Lon« 
dca in the February following. During 
his fliort refidence at Plymouth, though a 
mere lay chara<fter, he delivered a difcourfe 
on the fin and danger of felf-love, which 
was printed in London (1622) and after- 
wards, re-printed in Bofton, ( 1 724) and again 
at Plymouth, ( 1 785.) And though his name 
is not prefixed to either of the two former 
editions, yet unqueftionable tradition renders 
it certaiji tnat he was the autibor, and even 

tranfi[nits 
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purthafed the intereft of the adventurers iii 
£ngland, in the jplantadodi there was a diti- 
ficm and allotment of almoft all their proper^* 
ty, real aiid {>a:fbaal i twenty acres of tillagei 
land to each, befid&s what they held before 3 
the fiHeadoWs and the trade only5 remaining 
ia common. 

Thus it is obferVatte, how ineri, in fpite 
of their principles^ ^ire naturally led into thae 
mode of condudl, which triith and utility, ev-* 
er coincident, point otit Our fathers de-^ 
fervc the highcft commendation for profecut* 
Ing, at the halard of life and fortune, that ref- 
ormation in religion, which the Church of 
England left imperfedJ i Taking, for thid 
purpofe^ the facred Scriptures, as their only 
guide, they travelled in the path of truth, 
and appealed tp a moil noUe and unerring 
ftandard ; but when from their reverence 
to this divine authority, in matters of 
ifeligion, they were inclined to efteem 
it the only guide, in all the affairs of 
life, and attempted to regulate their civil 
polity upon church ideas, they erred, and 
involved . themfelves- in innumerable di£* 
culties. 

The 



^e end of civil focicty is the feciirity of* 
tht temporal liberty and profperity of man^ 
not all the hiappinef^ dnd perfedion, A/vhicH 
he i^ capable of attaining, fot which other 
ineans are appointed; Had not our fathers 
placed thenifelves iipon fuch i footing, with 
Irefped to prbperty, as was repugnant to the 
nature of man, and hot Warrahted by the 
true end of civil fociety^ thfere would prob- 
ably have been no juft ground of complaint 
of a Want of a real and reafonable public 
ipirit ; and the neceffity of the exhorta- 
tion and reproof, contained in Mr. Cufh- 
fnan's difcotirfej l^ould have been fuperfed* 
ed. Theiif ieal, their eiiterprize, arid their 
uncommon fiifFerings iii the prbfecution of 
their arduous undertaking, render it morally 
certain, that they would hive ever eheerfuUy 
performed their duty in this refpe6b : Theit 
contemporaries might cenfure titem for what 
they did not^ but their pofterity mull evdr 
kdmire and revere them fot what they did 
exhibit/* 

After the death of Mr. Cufliman, his fault- 
ily fcame over to New-England. His fon, 
Thomas Cufliman, fucceeded Mr. Brewfterj 
as ruling elder of the Church of Plymouth, 

L L being 
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being ordained to that office in 1 649. lid 
was a man of good gifts, and frequently b£^ 
iifted in carrying on the public worfhip^ 
preachings and catechifing. For it was on^ 
profeffed principle of that Church, in its firft; 
formatiorr, ** to choofe none for governing" 
Elders, but fucb as were aWe to teach/' He 
continued in this office till he died, in 1691, 
in the eighty-fourth year of his age. 

The above-mentioned difcourfe of Mr^ 
Robert Cufhtoan, ia i62i>iDay be confid* 
cred as a fpccimen of the " prophefyings*' of 
the brethren^ The occafion was fingular j 
the exhortations and riqproofs are not lefs (Of 
but were adapted to the then ftate of fociety. 
Some fpecimens may not be difagreeable^ 
and are therefore here inferted. 

^ Now, brethren, I pray you remember 
yotnfelves, and know that you are not in a 
retired monaftical courfe, but have given your 
names and prcfmifes one to another, and coy« 
enanted here to cleave together in the fervice 
of God add the King. What then muft you 
do ? May you live as retired hermits, and 
look after nobody ? Nay, you muft feek ftill 
the wealth of one another ; and inquire, as 
Davidy how liveth fuch a man ? how is hfi 

clad ? 
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clsd ? how is be fed ? He is my brother, 
my affociate ; we ventured our lives together 
iiere^ and had a hard brunt of it ; and we 
are in league together. Is his labour harder 
than mine ? furely I will eafe him. liath 
he no bed to He on ? I hav§ two ; V\\ lend 
him one. Hath he_ no appaxpl ? I have two 
fuits ; rU give him one of thenu Eats he 
coarfe fare, bread and water ? and have I bet- 
ter ? furely we will part jftakes. He is ^ 
good a man as I, and we are bound each to 
bthet ; fo that his wants muft be my wants, 
his foiyows my fprrows, his ficknefs my 
ficknefs, and his welfare my welfare 5 for I 
^m as he is. Such a fw^et fympiatby were 
excellent, comfortable, yea, heavenly, and is 
the only maker and cgnferver ©f Churches 
and Commonwealths,'* 

^* It wonderfully encourageth mtfn in their 
4!uties, when they fee the burthen equally 
borne ; but when £3me withdraw themfelves, 
and retire to their own particular eafe, pleat 
tire, or profit, what heart can men have to go 
on in their bufmefs ? When men are come 
together to lift fome weighty piece of timber^ 
or veffel, if one ftand ftill and do not lift, 
ihall not the reft be weakened and difheartr 

ened ? 
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cned ? Will not a few idle drones fyoil the 
whole ftock of laborious bees ? So one idle 
belly, one murinurer, one complainer, one 
felf-lover, will weaken and dilheartpn a whole 
Colony, Great matters have been brought 
to pafs, where men have cheerfully, as with 
one heart, hand and (houlder, gone about it, 
both in wars, buildings and plantations ; but 
where every man feeks bimfelf, all cometh to 
nothing," 

" The country is yet raw ; the land un- 
tilled ; the cities not builded,; the cattle not 
fettled. We are cprnpaffed about with a helpK 
lefs and idle people, the natives of the coun-» 
•try,' which cannot, in any comely or comfort- 
able manner, help themfelves ; much lefs us, 
We alfo have been very chargeable to many 
of our loving friends, whidi helped us hither, 
and now again fupplied us ; So that before 
we think of gathering riches, we muft even 
in confcience think of requiting their charge, 
love, and labour ; and curfed be that profit 
and g2un which aimeth not at this. Befides, 
how many of our dear, fridnds did here die 
at our iirft entrance ! many of them, no 
doubt, for want of good lodging, fhelter, and 
^oxiifortable things ; and many more may go, 

afte^. 
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B&tt them quickly, if care be not taken, h 
thisj then, ;a time for men to begin to feeli; 
themfelves ? JPaul faith^ that men in the Iqfi 
days fliall be lovers of themfelves (a Tim, 
iii. 2 j) but it is berp yet but the jfij^ days^ 
find, as it were, the dawning of this new 
world. It is now therefore po time for men 
to look to get riches, br?ive clothes, dainty 
fare ; but to look tp prefent peceiEties. It 
is now jao time tp pampey the flefh, live at 
cafe, fnatch, catch, fcrape, and hoard up ; but 
rather to open the doors, the chefts, and veC- 
fels, and fay, Brother, neighbour, friend, .fi* 
what want ye ? any thing that I have ? '^ 
make bold with it j it is yoyrs to'commandt K/ 
^o do you good, to comfort and cherifh you \^^^ 
and glad I am tl^at I hs^ve it for you." 

** Let there be no projiigal fon to come 
forth and fay, Qive me the portion of lands 
and goods that appertaineth to me, and let 
me Ihift for myfelf. It is yet top foon to 
put men to their flitifts ; JJrael was feven 
years in Canaan, before the land was divided 
unto tribes, much longer before it w2^s 
divided unto families ; and why wouldeft 
thou have thy particular portion, but becaufe 

i^o\\ thinkeft to live better than thy neigh- 
bour, 



^J' 
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hoMTi and fcomeft to live fo meanly as hie ? 
but who, I pray thee, brought this particu- 
larizing firft into the world ? Did not Satan, 
who was not content to keep that equal ftatc 
with his fellows, but would fet his throne 
above the ftars ? Did not he alfo entice man 
to defpife his general felicity and happinefs, 
and go try particular knowledge of good 
and evil > Nothing in this world doth mor« 
refemble heavenly happinefs, than for meti 
to live as one, being of one heart, and one 
foul ; neither any thing more refemblei 
hellilh horror, than for every man to ihift 
for himfelf ; for if it be a good mind and 
practice, thus to afieft p^culars, ??iiae zt^ 
tbine^ then it (hould be beft alfo for God to 
provide one heaven fot thee, and another 
for thy neighbour* 

" Obje£iton. But fome will fay, ]^all men 
will do their endeavours^ as I do^ I could be 
content with this generality ; but many arc idle 
and Jlothfuly and eat up others^ labours y and 
therefore it is bejl to part^ and then every man 
may do his pleafure!^ 

" If others be idle and thou diligent, thy 
fellowfhip, provocation, and example, may 
well help to cure that malady in them, being 

together j 



together ; but being afunder^ ihall they noi 
be more idlei and fhall not gentry and begga« 
ry be quickly the glorioiis enfigns 0f your 
Commonwealth f * 

** Be not too hafty to fay itien are ^dle 
4nd flothfuL All men have not ftrength^ikiUy 
faculty, fpiiit, and courage to work alike* 
It i$ thy glory and credit, that thou canfl do 
fo well^ and his fhame and reproach, that he 
can do no better ; and areiK)t thefe fufEcient 
rewards to you both ?" 

" If any be idle apparently, you have a law. 
and Governors to execute the fame, and to 
follow that rule of the apoflle, to keep back 
their bread, and let them not eat; go not 
therefore whifperirig, to charge men with 
idlenefs ; but go to the Governor arid prove 
them idle, and thou IhaU fee them have 
their deferts." 

" There is no grief fo tedious as a churl- 
ifh companion. Bear ye one another's 
burthens, and be not a burthen one to 
another. Avoid all factions, frowardnefs, 
fmgularity, and withdrawings, and cleave 
faft to the Lord, and one to another, contin- 
ually ; fo fhall you be a notable precedent to 
thefe poor heathens, whofe eyes are upon 

you^ 



iSS G U S H M A fii 

jrbii, and who very brutiflily and cruelly do 
daUy eat and confume one another^ through 
theur emulations, ways and coiitentiohs ; be 
you, therefore, afhamed of it, and win them to 
f)eace, both with yoiirfelves, arid oiite another, 
by ybur peaceable examples^ which will 
preach louder to them, thin if you could 
cry in their barbarous language ; fo alfo fhall • 
you be an ehcouragfement to many of yoilt 
Chriftian friends, in yoiir native country, td 
come to you, when they hear of your peace, 
love arid kiiidnefs. But, above all, it ffiall 
go well with yoiir foubj when that God of 
pcjace and Unity ftiall cbme to vifit you vnih 
death, as he hath done pntany of your afl5> 
ciates, you being found of him, not id 
muritiurings, difcontfint, and jars, but in 
brotherly love, and peace, may be tranflated 
from this wandering wildernefs, unto that 
joyful and heavenly Caiiaan," AMER 
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tt^. EDWARD WINSLOW. 

X HIS eminently itfeful perfori was the! 
eideft fon of a gentleman of the fame name, 
of . Droitwich, in Worcefterfhire, where he 
Was borri in 1594^ Of his education and 
firft appearance iri life we have no knowl- 
edge; in the courfe of his traveh oh the 
continent of Europe, he became stcquaintecl 
with Mr. Robinfdn and the Church nndeft 
his paftoral care ajt Leyden, where he fettled 
and married. To this Church he jdifted him- 
felf, aiid with therii he continued till their 
removal to America. He came liither with 
the firll Company, and his name is the third 
in the lift of thofe who fubfcribed the Cove- 
nant of Iiicdrporatiori, before their' difem- 
barkation at Cape-Cod^ His family then 
confifted of his v^ife and three other perfons. 
He was one of the Company who coafted the 
bay of Cape-Cod, and difcovered the har- 
bour of Plymouth ; and when the Sachem 
Mafaflbit came to vifit the ftrangers, he of- 
fered himfelf as a hoftage, whilft a conference 
was held and a treaty was made with the 
favage Prince. 

M M His 
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His wife died foon after his arrival : abo 
in the following fpring, he married Sufannaj 
the wiaow of William White, and ixiother 
of Peregrine, the firft Englifh child born in 
New-ferigland. Tiiis was the firft marriage 
folemnized in tlie Colony ;* (May 1 2, 162 1. j 

• • • ♦ • 

; In June, he went in company with Ste- 
phen Hopkins, to vint thfe Sachem Mafaflbit 
at Pokanoket.f The defign of this vifit is 
related in Bradford 5 life; The particular 
circumftances of it may properly be detailed 
here, in the verj'- words of Winflow's origi* 
aai narrative* 

** We ifet forward, tlie ioth of June,j 
about nine in the morning j out guide [Tif- 
quantum] refolving that night to reft at 
Namaflsiet, a town under Mafaflbit, and con- 
ceived by us to be very near, becaufe the 
inhabitants flocked fo thick, ton every flight 
occafion, among Us } but v^e found it to be 
fifteen Englifh miles. On the way, we found 
ten or twelve men, women and children^ 
which had peftered us till we were weary of 
them ; perceiving that (as the manner of 
them all is) where vidtual is eafieft to be got, 

there 

* Prince, 105. f Parchas, rv. 1S51. 

% Mr. Prince thinks this is a midake, and that it ought 
to have been the 3d of July. 
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there they livej efpeciaily in the fummer ; 
by reafon whereof, our bay affording many 
lobftera, they refort every fpring-tide thither, 
arid now returned with us to Namaike^;. 
Thither we came about three in the after- 
noon ; the inhabitants entertaining us, with 
joy, in the beft manner they could, giving 
us a kind of bread, called by them Mazium,* 
and the fpawn of fhads, which then they got 
in abundance; infomuch as they gave us 
jlpoons to eat them ; with thefe they boiled 
mufty acorns, but of the fhads w? eat hearti- 
ly. They defired one of pur men to fhoot 
at a crow^ complaining what damage they 
fuflained in their com by them ; who fhootr 
ing and killing, they much admired it, as 
other fhots on other occafions, 

*' After this, Tifquantum told us, we 
ihould hardly in one day reach Pakanokick,* 
moving us to go eight miles further, where 
we fhould find more ftore and better victuals* 
Being willing to haften our journey, we 
went, and came thither at fun-fetting j wher^ 
we found many of the men of Namafket 
fifhing at a ware which they had made on a 

river, 

♦ The fame witk Pokinoket. Indian word^ arc fpelled 
4ifFerpntly by different writers. I here follow the autboir 
frora whom I copy. 
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river, which belonged to them, where they 
qiught abuodance of bafs. Thde welcomedi 
m alfo, gay* us of their fi|h, and we them of 
our victuals, not douhting but we fhould have 
enough wherever we came. There we lodgr 
ed in the open fields j for houfes they ha4 
oone^ though they fpept the mbft of the fum- 
mer there. The head of this river is re-< 
ported to be not far firpm the place of our 
abode J upon it are an4 have beeu man.y 
towns, it being a good length. The ground 
is very good on both fides, it being for the 
tnoft part cleared. Thoufands of men have 
lived there, which died in a great plague, 
not long fince ; and pity it was and is to fee 
fo many goodly fields and fo well feated^ 
without men to drefs the fame. 

" The next morning we brtke oyr faft, 
and took our leave and departed ; being theft 
accompa,uied with fi:?^ lavages. Having gone 
about fix miles by the river's fide, at a knowB 
fhoal place, it being low water, they fpakq ta 
us to put off our breeches, for we muft wade 
through. Here let me not forget the yaloiu? 
^nd couirage of fome .of . the favagcs, on the 
oppofit^ fide of the river ; for there were 
yemaijaing aliv^ only, two men, both aged. 

Thefe 
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Thefe two, fpying a cpippaay of men enter-f 
ing the river, ran very fwiftly, and low ii) 
tJie grais, to me?t us at the bank ; where, 
with ihrill voices and great courage, Handing, 
charged upon us with their bows, they de-* 
xnanded what we were, Aippofing us to be 
enenues, and thinking to take advantage of 
us in the w^ter ; but feeing we were friends, 
they welcomed us. with fuch food as they 
had J and we bellowed a fmall bracelet of 
beads on them* Thus far, we are fure, the 
tide ebbs and flowSi 

*' Having here again refrefhed ourfelves, 
we proceeded on our journey, the weather 
being very hot ; yet the country fo well wa^ 
tered, that a man could fcarce be dry, but he 
fhould have a fpring at hand to cool his 
thirft, befide fmall rivers in abundance. The 
favages will not willingly drink but at a 
fpring-head. When we came to any fmaU 
brook, where no bridge waSj two of them 
defired to carry us through of their own ac- 
cord; alfo fearing wc were or would be 
weary, they offered to carry our pieces, 
[guns ;] alfo, if we would lay off any of our 
plothes, we fhould have them carried ; and 
OS the one of them had found more fpecial 

kindnefs 
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fcindnefs frotti one of the meffengcrs, and 
the other favage from the other, fo they 
ihewed their thankfulnefs accordingly in af* 
fording us all help and furtherance in the 

journey. 

» 

" As! We paffed along, we qbferved that 
there were few placps by the river, *but had 
been inhabited ; by reafon whereof, much 
ground wjis clear, fave of weeds which grew 
higher than our heads. Ij^trt is much goo4 
timber, oak, walnut, fir, beech, and e^fceeci- 
ing great chefnut trees. 

*' Afterward we came to a. town of Maf^ 
aflbit^s, where we eat oyffers, and other fifh. 
i^rom thence we went to Packanokick, but 
Mafaflbit was not at home. There we flaid, 
he being fent for. When news was brought 
of his coming, our guide, Tifquantum, rc- 
quefted that at our meeting, we would dit 
charge our pieces. One of us going to 
charge his piece, the women and children, 
through fear, ran away and could not be 
pacified till he laid it down again ; who af* 
terward were better informed by our intcr^ 
preter. 

. ^^MafafToit being cpme, we difcharged 
our pieces and faluted hUn, who, after their 

maoper. 
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mannery kindly wdcomed .us, and took ui 
into his houfe, and fet us down by him^ 
where, having delivered our meflage and 
prefents^ and having put the coat on his back^ 
and the chain about his neck, he was not a 
little proud to behold himfelf,; and his men 
alfo to fee their King fo bravely attired. 

** For answer to oUr mcffage^ he told ua 
we were welcome : j and he would gladly 
continue that peace and friendfhip which waif 
between him and us j and for his men^ they 
fliould no more pefter usj as they had done } 
alfo that he would fend to Paomet, and helpl 
us to feed-corn, according to our requcft, 

" This being done, his men gathered neat 
to liim^ to whom he turned himfelf and made 
a great fpcech j the meaning^ whereof (as far 
as we could learn) was, that he was com<^ 
mander of the country, and that the people 
ihould bring their Ikins to us. He named 
at leaft thirty places ; and their anfwer was 
confirming and applauding what he faid. 

" He then lighted tobacco for us, and fell 
to difcourfmg of England and of the King, 
marvelling that he could live without a wife. 
Alfo he talked of the Frenchmen ; bidding 
us not to fuffcr them to come to Narrowhi- 

gahfet ; 
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ganfet ; for it was King Jameses couhtrjri 
and he was King Jama's man; It grew late^ 
but he offered us no vifttiak j for indeed he 
had not atty, being fo liewly come home* 
So we defired to go to lijft. * He laid us on 
the bed with himfelf arid his wife i; they at 
the one tfnd, and we at th^ other ; it being 
only pfkilks, laid a foi©t from Jhe grbuhd, 
and a thin niat upon thenl* Two more o^ 
his chief men, for want of room, preShd by 
and upon us ; fo that we were worfe wearied 
of our lodgings than of bur journey* 

" The next day being Thtirfiiay, m^y of 
their Sachems or petty Govemots came to 
fee us, and many of their men alfo. They 
l^rent to their mariner erf gathes for fkiin 
arid knives^ We challenged them to ihoot 
for Ikins, but th^y durft not ; Only fhey de- 
fired to fee one of us fhoot at a mark 5 who 
fliooting with hail-fhot, they wondered to 
fee the mark fo full of holesi 

" About one' o*clock, Mafaflbit brought 
two fifhes that he had fhot ; they were like 
bream, but three times fo big, and better meat, 
[Probably the fifh called Tataug.] Thefe 
being boiled, there were at leaft forty, that 
looked for a fharc in th^m ; the moft eat df 

them. 
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them. This meal only, we had in two 
Qight^ and a day ; and had not one of us 
brought, a partridge, wq had taken our jour<^ 
ney fading* Very importunate he was with 
U8, to ftay with him longer j but we defired 
to hQtip tl:^ Sabbath at home and feared we 
ihoutd be light-he^kdf4 for want of fleep ; 
for what with bad lodgings barbarous finging, 
(for they ufe to fing themfelves to fleep) lice 
and fleas within door^ and mufketoes with« 
out, we could hardly fleep, all the time of our 
being there j and we much ifearcd that if we, 
fhould ftay any longer, we fliould not be 
able to recovCT home for want of fti^ngth. 

*• On Friday morning, before fun-rifing, 
we took our leave and departeds Mafai^ 
oit being both grieved and afliatned, that h^ 
could not better entertain us* Retaining 
Tifquantum to fend from place to place, to 
procure truck for us, he appointed another 
[guide] Tokamahampn in his place, whom 
we found faithful before and after upon all 
occalions." 

This, narrative gives ua a juft idea of the 

« * 

hofpitality and poverty of the Indians* 
They gladly entertain ftrangers with the beft 
they can afford ; but it is familiar to them 

Nn (0 
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to endure long abftinence. Thofe who vi£*^ 
it them muft be content to fare as they do,- 
or carry their own provifion and fhare it 
with them. 

Mn WinflowV next excurfxon Yj'as by 
fea to Monahigon, an ifland near the mouth 
of Penobfcot Bay, to procure a fupply of 

bread from the fifhing-veffels, who reforted 
to the^ eaflern coaft in the fpring of 1622. 
This fupply, though not large, was freely , 
given to the fuffering. Colony ; and being . 
prudently managed in the diftribution^ 
amounted to one ^fuarter of a pound for each 
perfon, till the next harveft* By means of; 
this excurfion, the people of Plymouth be- 
came acquainted with the eaflern coaft j of. 
which knowledge they afterwards availed . 
themfelves, for a beneficial traffic with the 
ilatives.*" 

In the fpring of the year 1623, Mn Winf^ 
low made a fecond vifit to the Sachem, on 
account of his fieknefs jf the particular cir- 
cumftances of which are thus given in his 
own words. 

" News came to Plymouth that MafT'aflb- 
wat ij; was like to die, and that at the fame 

time 

♦Prince, 1.19. Parchas, IV. 1836. f Ibid, i86o, 
% Thus it IS fpelt in Winflow^s narrative. 



time there was a Dutch fhip driven fo high 

^on the fhore, befor^e his dwelling, by.ilrefs of 

-JiAreather, that till the tides increafed, fhe could 

not .be got off. Now it being a commend- 

.;able manner of the Indians, when any, ef- 

:pecially of note, are daogeroufly fick, for 

iall that profefs friendflxip to thera to vifit 

them in their . extremity ; therefore it w^as 

thought meet, that as we had ever profefled 

. ffiendihip, fo we fliould now maintain the 

.iame, by obfcrying this their laudable cut 

Xorxi ; and the rather, becaufe we defired to 

have fome conference with the Dutch, not 

knowing when we flxould have fo fit aa 

opportunity. ^ 

" To that end, myfelf having formerly 
been there, and underftanding in fome meas- 
ure the Dutch tongue, the Governor [Bradr 
ford] again laid this fervice on myfelf, and 
fitted me with fome oordiak to adminifter to 
Jxim ; having one Mr. John Hamden,-a 
gentleman of London, who then wintered 
with us, and defired much to fee the couni- 
try, for my confort, and Hobamock for our 
guide. So we fet forward, and lodged the 
firft night at Namafket, where we had friendr 
ly entertainment^ 

** The 
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^ Tht next day, about one of the clock, 
we ca^e to a ferry id Gohbatant's* cOun*^ 
try, where, upon difcharge <S[ my piece, di^ 
yers Indiana c^me to us, frOm a houfe not 
far off. They told w that Maffaffowat was 
dead, and that day buried ; and that th^ 
Dutch woi4d be gone before we could get 
thither, having hove off their IJiip already^ 
*rhi« newg ifaruck us blank j but efpedally 
Hobatnock, who defircd me to return with 
«U fpeed, I toW him I would firft think of 
it^ confidering qow, dbat he being dead, Coi^r 
batant, or Corbitant, wa$ the moft likely to 
Succeed him, and that we were not abovfei 
three miles from Mattapuyft,f hiai dwelling 
place, Although he were but a hollow-? 
hearted friend to us, I thought no time £o 
fit as this to enter into more friendly terms 
■with him, and the reft of the Sachems there*- 
abouts J hoping, through the blefling cif 
God, it would be a means in that unfettled 
ftate, to fettle their affedtions toward us .; and 
though It were fomewhat dangerous, in x^ 

• fped 

^ fiis name Is ^elt Corbitant, Conl^atatit, and CoiiMl- 
tatiit. This ferry is ^TcbMf the fame which is sow (^all* 
cd Slade'^ Ferry, in Swanzey. 

^ 

f A neck of land in the townfhip of Swanzeyt ^om- 
fOOttly pronounced Mattapoifet*. 
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ijpcdk i£ our pfctfonal ferfcty, ya: cfttciftitig it 
tke beft ineaAi^ leaving the trtnt to God in 
fcis mcrc^, I rdfelved to put it in pradicey if 
Mn Hamden and Hobamock dutft attempt 
it with me, wkcftk I found Hviilir^, 60 wt 
"wtAt towaiid Mattajniyft^ 

** III the wrf , Hobaiftttclc eianifefting n 
troubled ^irit, bi*a|:e forl!i into Ihefe fpeethw 
tt. Neen wmn$Jn Sagamus^ &c. ** My loving 
Sachem ! ihariy have I falowh, but tievet 
any like thee 1** Then turning to me, he 
faid, vvhtlft I lived, I fliWild ncteT fee his 
like aitlong the Indians* tte wa^ no lyar, 
he ivas n6t blbody isthd tnlcl like other In^ 
fliahs ; in anger and paffidn he Was fobn re- 
tlaimed ; eafy to be reconciled toward fuch 
as had btfended him j ruled by teafoh, ifi 
iiifch meaftire as he Would nbt fcorn the ad- 
vice of mean men j and that he governed his 
men better vrtth t^ 'ftrokiefe, than others did- 
with many ; truly loving where he loved ; 
yea, he feared Wfe had hot a faithful friend 
left among the Indians, fhewing hoW often 
he reftrained their malice. He continued a 
long fpeech, with fuch figns of lamehtatioA 
aAd unfeigned forrowj as would have inadfe 

t!hc hardcft heart rdtent 

«At 
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' ^^ At length we came to Mattapuyft, and 
went to the Sachem's place ; Conbutant was 
^not at horn?, biit at Pokanclkick, five or fix 
miles off. The fquaw Sachem gave us 
friendly entertainment. . Here we inquired 
again concerning Maflaffowat ; they thought 
Jiim dead, but knew no p ertainty. Where- 
upon I hired one tp go with all expedition 
jto Pokanokick, tl>at we might know the cer^ 
-tainty thereof, and withal to acquaint Con- 
butant with pvir being there. Ab©ut half 
.an hour beforje fun-fetting the meffenger re- 
turned, and told us tlxat he was not yet dead, 
though there was no hope that wp (hould 
.find hiip Uving- Upon this, we were muclj 
revived, arid fet forward with all fpeed| 
though it was late within night when we 
got thither. About two of the clock, that 
afternoon, the Dutchman had 4eparted, fp 
that, in that refpeft, ojiir joun^ey was fiiif? 
trate. 

*^ When we came thither, we found th« 
houfe fo full of men, as we could fcarce get 
in, though they ufed their beft diligence to 
make way for us. They were in, the midf^ 
of their charms for him, makipg fuch a hclit 
iih noife, as diftempered us that were wcll| 

and 
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and therefore unlike to eafe him that was 
fick. About hira were fix or eight women, 
who chafed his' arms and legs to keep heat 
in himi When they had made an end of 
their charming,. one told him that his friends 
the Englifh were come to fee him- Having 
his underftanding left, though his fight whol- 
ly gone, he alked who was come ? they told 
him Winfmw ; (for they cannot pronounce 
tlie letter L but ordinarily N in place of it ;) 
he defired to fpeak with me. When I 
came to him and they told him of it, he* 
put forth his hand to me^ which I took j 
.then he faid twice, though very inwardly, 
^' keen Win/now f' " art thou Winflow T I 
anfwered ^^ abhe^^ that is^ "yes/* Then he. 
doubled thefe words, " Matt a neen ivonckunet 
namen Wtnfnow /" that is to fay, " O Winf^ 
low, I fhall never fee thee again !" Then I 
called Hobamock, and defired him to tell 
Mafaflbit, that the Governor hearing of his 
ficknefs, was forry for the fame ; and though, . 
by reafon of many bufineffes, he cou}d not 
himfelf come, yet he had fent me, with fuch 
things for him as he thought moft likely to 
do him good in this extremity ; and whereof 
if he pleafed to take, I would prefently give 

him; 
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^iti going -among the fick in the toWn, *&- 
cijuefting me to Wafli thek taoiiRhs^ a^ gm 
'thegti foftie of the fame I gave • him. This 
^pQitis I took willingly, though it were mxich 
^offenfive to me. 

' « When thfe meflengers were returned, 
Ending his ftoraadx come^a him^Tie wdnM 
*ot have the chickens killed^ but kept them 
for breed* Neither durft we give him aby 
.pbyfic, becanfe he was fo much» altered, 
not doubting of his recovery If he were care- 
ful.^ Upt^ his recovery he brake forth ift- 
to thefe i^eecheB : ^ Ndw I fee the Englifh 
ifre my flieixd6^, «id love me ; whilft I live, 
i wit! never forget this kindnefs they have 
{hewed xfie/* At our t!oming away, he csdl- 
cd Mobamock to hkn, and privately told Mm 
of a plot of the Maffachufetts againft Wef- 
4on's Coloftyy and fo aj^inft us. But he 
would ndither join therdtij nor give way to 
any o( his. With this he charged him to 
acquaint me, by the way, that. I might in- 
iform the Governor. Being fitted for out 
return, we took leave of him,«who returfied 
many thanks to our Governor, and alfo to 
ourfelves; for cait labour and love ; the like 
jdid all -that 4w«re -about him. So we de- 
pacted/' w V 

In 
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Jn the autu,©n p^the 6iinq year^ Mr. Winf- 
low went to Englaad 4$ ageat for the Colp-^ 
ny, to giye, an account of their proceedings ., 
to the adventurers, and procure fuch things ; 
as were neceflTary. Whilft he was in Eng-. 
laAd, he pubUflied ^ narrative of the fettle- . 
ment and tranladions of^ the. Cplony at-, 
Plymouth^ under this title, *^Qood news froi»»^ 
New-England, or a relation of things remark- , 
al^le in tbat plantation, by E, Winflow." 

TIus narrative is abridged in Purchases 
Pilgrims, and has been of grqat fervke to all . 
fucceedipg hiilorians. To it, he fubjoined 
an accoui;it of the manners. and cuf^oms, the - 
religious opinions and ceremonies of the 
Indian natives;^ which, being an original 
work and now rarely to be found, is inferted 
in the Appendi?^ 

In the following fpring (March 1624) Mr. 

Winflow returned from England, having. 

be^ abfent no longer than fix months ; 

bringing a good fupply of cloathing and 

other neceflaries, and, what was of more 

value than any other fupply, tbr£e heifers r 

and one bull; the firft neat cattle brought in- , 

to New-England.* 

The 

* Prince, 146. 
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The Ikine ycaf, he went again to Eng^ 
land, where lie had aA Opportunity of cor- 
redlirig a niiftake which had been made iri 
his former voyage.* The adventurers, had 
then, In the fame fhip with the Cattle, fent 
over John Lyfbrd, as a minifter ; who wasi 
foon fufpeded of being a perfon unfit for 
that office. ' When Mr. Winflow went again 
to England, he imparted this fufpicion ; ancj 
at a meeting of the adventurers, it appeared 
on examination that Lyford had been a 
minifter in Ireland ; where his conduct had 
been fo bad as to oblige him to quit that 
kingdom ; and that the adventuirers had 
been impofed upon, by falfe teftimony con- 
cernine him. With this difcovery, Mr. 
Winflow came back to Plymouth in 1 625, 
and found the Court fitting, on the affair of 
Oldham, who had returned, aftdr' banifh- 
ment. The true charafters of thefe impof- 
tors being thus difcovered, they were both 
expelled from the plantation. 

About the fame time, Govertior Bradford 
having prevailed on the people of Plymouth 
to choofe five AfTiflants, inftead of one, Mr. 
Winflow was firft eleded to this office ; in 
which he was continued till 1^33, when, by 

th^ 

♦ Prince, 153. 



tKe 'fame influence, ' he was chofeji Qover- 

• - » m r 

nor,* for one year. 

- • 

* ' Mr. Winflow was a man of great aftivity 
and refolution, and therefore well qualified 
to conduct eriterprizes for tae benefit of the 
Colony. He frequently want to Penobfcot, 
Kennehecki and Conneilicut rivers, on 
trading voyages, and rendered himfelf ufeful 
and agreeable to the people* ^ 

In 1635, he undertook mother agency in 
England for the Colonies rf Plymouth and 
Maflachufetts ; partly on occafibA of the 
intrufions which were male on the territory 
of New-England, by the Jrcneh on the eaft, 
and by the Dutch on the weft'; and partly 
to anfwer complaints, whbh had beien made ■ 
to the Government againf the Maffachufetts 

Colonj^, 

♦ The following note. from Goernor Winthrop's Jour- , 
jial IS worthy of obferVatiou.f ' Mr." Edward Winflow 
was chofen Governor of Plymoiij. Mr.' Bradford hav- 
ing been Governor ajjout ten [wrelvej years, ^nd now 
hy ifnportunity got off>^ 

This fingular trait in Bradfoi's character, of which 
there is the ftilleft evidence^* fuffiiently invalidates atj in* 
finuation of Hutchinfon, that Tinflow's " employment 
abroad prevented a competition b<ween Bradford and him 
for the Governor's placc,"J 

Hutchinfon was a Governor oa di^creat character I. 
• f Wjuthrop's joiMftl, 47- 

} Hutch. Hift. II 57. 
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CeJojoy, by ThoHm Mortoq^ whp had becni 
twice expelled for his milbehavipu^. 

At that time, the care oC the Colonics 
yjgt^ cotoniitted to ^ nuo^ber of Biihops^ 
Lqrds, and gentleix^n, of whom Archbilhop 
Laud was at the head«^ It was a¥o ia cod^ 
tomplatioa to dliba^liik a general government 
in America, wbicli would have %)erfededr 
the charters of the Colonies. 

Window's fiti^^ion, at th^t tinxe, was 
critical, and his treatment w»s fcvere. In his 
petition to the Congiiflioaers, he fet fortk„ 
the encroachments ;:^f the French and Dutch^ 
and prayed for ^* a fpecial warrapt to the 
Englifh Colonies to iefend thetnfelves againft 
all foreign enemies.- f Governor Winthrop 
cenfured this petitim, as " ill advifed ; be^ 
caufc fuch precedens might endanger their 
liberties ; that theyfliould do nothing, but 
by conuniffion out <f England.'* J 

The petition, however, was favourably 
received by fomc ol the BoarA§ Winflow 
was heard feveral tifies in fupport of it, and 
pointed out a way ii which the objed might 

• have 

* Cotton's Appendit. CoDedions of the Hiftorical . 
Society, voL IV. 119. 1 

t Hutch. II. 458. jioumaly 89. J Morton, 94. 
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Ifive been Mtaihed ^idiout any chaise to thfe 
'Grotrri, fey fiihdibing feme of the chief men 
of the Gofcmies with authority, which they 
would exercife at thdt own expenfe, and 
without any public national difturbance. 
This propofal crofled the ddign of Gotrges 
and Mafori, whofc aitti was to eftablifli'a 
general gordmtne^it ; and the Archbifhop, 
who was engaged in their intereft, put'ti 
xi^ik to Window's proposal, by queftionhJtg 
hiria on Mortoti's accuf^rtion, for hts own 
pearl^nai conduQ: in America* "Hife offences 
^egied a^ainft hitn wesre^ tha!t he, n43t b€^ 
iftg in he4y <^rderSj %i* a inefpe layman, hafl 
tiaught puii^kly Aa ^he ckirch, mid had oM- 
dated in the ceiebrM&on 4^f marriages. To th^ 
former, WinilawiwafwCTed, "^ diatxTotnetknei, 
wh^sn the .church wasdeflitute 6f a minid;e]^ 
he had^xercifedhisqgiftibt dieredific^don of 
tfee brethrcfn." To the lattet^ ^' that though 
rhe had : officiated as a naag^ftrate, in the 
itokoisuzing ^. mavria^, yet he regarded^ k 
ionly as a civil contract ; tkait the people of 
Plymouth had for a long tim^ .l^en deiHtiitik 
cif a minifter^ and were compiled by neceffii- 
ty to have tecourfe to the teagiArate in that 
Solemnity J that this was not, to them 4 

novelty. 
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novelty, having been accuftoined to It ifl 
Holland where he himfetf hii4 ^heen married 
by a. Dutch magiftrate, in the State^houfe.'^ 
jOn this honeft confeffion, the Archbiihop 
paronounced him guilty of the crimcjof rep- 
aration from the .niU:ional Churchy and pre- 
.vailed on the Board to confent to. his impri£^ 
onment. He. was therefore- committed to 
the Fleet prifon, where he lay confined fey- 
.enteen weeks* But after that time, on pe- 
titioning the Board, he obtained a releafev: 

^ At his return to New-Engkndi:.th^ Colo- 
ny fhowed hiflpL the higheft degre^: c)!* tefpeflk, 
•by cboofmg Mm theii; GpyeriiQr l<)r the fuc- 
jceeding year ( 1 636*) In this* ©ifee he con- 
duced bimfelf greatly to their .fatisfaSioa 
In 1 644 he w3ts again honoured with the 
fame appoii^tment, and in the intetm^diale 
years, was the firft on the lift of magiftritesi 

When the Colonies of New-England ei*- 
tered into a confederation * f6r their muttial 
defence, in 1643, Mn Winflow was: choieA 
one of the Commiffionexs on behalf ' of 
Plymouth, ahd.wasr cpntinued in fhat office 
till 1 646, when he was folicited by" the Col- 
ony of Maflachufettsi to go again to Erig^ 
land, to anfwer the complaints of Samuel 

Gorton 
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portoa and otha^ who had charged them 
with religions intolerance and perfecution.* 
The times being changed, and the Puritans 
being in power, Mr; Winflow had great ad- 
vantage in this bufinefs, from the credit and 
efteem which he enjoyed with that party* 
We have no account of the particulars of 
this agency, but only in general, that " by 
liis prudent management, he prevented any 
damage, and cleared the Colony from any 
blame or diflionbur." 

One defign of the confederation of the 
Colonies, was to promote the civilization of 
the Indians, and their converfion to the 
Chriftian religion. In this great and good 
work, Mr« Winflow was, from principle, 
very zealoufly engaged. In England, he em-». 
ployed his intcreft and friendfliip with Mem- 
bers of the Parliament, and other gentlemen 
of quality and fortune, to eredt a Corporation 
there, for the profecution , of the defign. f 
tor this purpofe, an a£t of Parliament was 
paffed (1649) incorporating a Society in 
England "for propagating the Gofpel in 
New-England." The Commiflioners of the 
United Colonies were conflltuted a Board 

P P of J 

* Hutch. 1. 145, 149. 

t Hazard's Stale Paper, II. 145, 5:c. 
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of Corrcipondents, aiid diftributors of ibt 
ffioney, which was fupplied in Epgland, by* 
charitable donations, from ^ all. the cities* 
towns, and parifhes, in the kingdom.* By 
fee influence and exertions of both thefo 
Jtefpe<Stable bodies, miflions were fupported 
aunong the Indians of New-England j the 
Bible and other books of piety were trans- 
lated into the Indian tongue, and printed 
for their ufe ; and miich pains were taken 
by feveral worthy miiiifters^ and other gen- 
tlemeUy to inftruS: the Indians, and reduce 
them to a civilized life. This fociety is ftill 
in exigence, and, till the late revoltition in 
America, they kept up a Board of Corres- 
pondents at Bofton, but fmce that period, it 
lias been difcontinued. Of this Corporation, 
at its firft eftabUfhment, Mr. Winflow was a 
very a£tive and faithful member in England j 
where his reputation was gteat, and his abil- 
ities highly valued by the prevailing party, 
tvho found him fo much employment there^ 
and elfwhere, that he never returned to 
New-England. 

When Oliver Cromwell ( 1 6ss) planned 
an expedition againft the Spaniards in the 
Weil-Indies, and fent Admiral Penn a&d 

General 

• Hazard's CoUc£Uans^»L 636. > 
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General Venables to execute it^ he e^ppoint- 
ed three Commiflioners to fuperintend and 
dhredt their opewLtions ; of which number 
Winflow was the chief ; the other two we^rc 
Richard Holdrip, and Edward Blagge.* 
Their objedt was to attack St. Domingo, the 
only place pf ftrength which the Spaniards 
had in Hifpanlolap 

The commanders difagrced in their tem^ 
per$ and views, and the control of the Com- 
miffioners was of no avail. The troops, ill 
appointed and badly provided, were landed 
at too great gi diftance from th$ city, and loft 
their way iij the woods. Worn with hun- 
ger and thirft, heat and fatigue, they were 
routed by an inconfiderable number of Span^ 
iards } fix hundred were killed, and the rem- 
nant took refuge on board their veffels. 

To compenfate as far as poiEble for this 
unfortunate event, the fleet failed for Jamai- 
ca, which furrendered without any refift^ 
ance. But Mr, Winflow, who partook of 
the chagrin of the defeat, did riot enjoy the 
pleafure of the vidory. In the paflTage be- 
tween Hifpaniola and Jamaica, the heat of 
the climate threw him into a fever j which, 
operating with the dejedion of his mind, put 

an 

♦ Hupxe, ch^p. hi. * \ * 
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jin eiid to his^ lift on the 8th'of'Mayi T65|f| 
in the fixty-firft year of his igfe.^ ^^ His body 
w^ committed to the deep, with the honotcrii 
6f war,~ forty-two guns beiflg fiitd, by the 
ifleet, on that pccafion, ;" 

The following well-meant but inelegarit 
verfes were written by one of the paflelngeni 
on board the fame fhip in which he died. 

^* The eightb of May^ weft from 'Sjpaniol^ fliore, 
God took fron;i us ojar grand Conwniflioner, 
Window by name ; a man m chicfcft truft, 
Whofe life was fweet and copyeriation juft ; 
'. ■ Whofe paru and wifdom moil men did excel ; 

An honour to his place^ as all can telL*** 

' . • . . .. . ■ 

. Before his departure froni New-England, 
Mr. Winflow. had made a ifettlement on a 
valuable tradt of land in Marfhfield, to whicb 
he gave the name of Carefwell, probably 
from a c^ftle and feat of that n^r^t ii^ Staf- 
fordfhire,t His fon, Jpfiali Winflow, was ^ 
jnagiftrat^; and Governor of the Colony, and 
^General of t^e New-England forces, in the 
war with the Ipdians, called Philip's war. H^ 
died In 1 68 o; Ifaac, the fpn of Jofiah Win£- 
Jpw, fpftained the chief civil and military offices 
in the coupty of Plymouth, after its incorpp* 
-'■■■;. . ratioij . 

* Morton's Memorial. 

t ??? Camden's Britajinia^ 534* 
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nAoa with Maffachufetts ; and #ife PrdTtdent 
of the Prbvictctal CcunciL He died in 1738. 
John Window, the fon of Ifaac, was a 6!ap* 
tarn in the unfortunate expedition to Cuba in 
1740, and afterward an c^cerin the Britifh 
iervice, and Major-General in feveral expedi-* 
tions to Kennebeck, Nova-Scotia, and Crown 
PointI He died in 1774, aged 71. Hit 
fon, Dr. Ifaac Winflow, is now in pofleflion 
of the family eftate at Marftifield. By the 
favour of this gentleman, the letter-books and 
journals of his late father, Major«*General 
Winflow, with many ancient family papers, 
containing a fund of genuine information, 
are depofited in the library of the Hiftorica! 
Society. There are feveral other reputable 
branches of this family in New-England and 
Jlova-Scotia, 
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XXVIL MILES STANDISH. 

A HIS intrepid foldier, the hero of 
New-England, as John Smith was of Virgiii. 
la, was a native of L^acafhire, in the North 
of England ; but the date of his birth is not 
preferved^ Defcended from the younger 
branch of a faiiiily of diftin£tion,^ he was 

'' heir 

♦ All which I have been able to f:oUe£t relative to the 
fiutnily of Standifhy i$ as follows : 

• Henry Standijhy sl FrancifcaO} D. D. pf Cambrfdgci 
Pifhop of St. Afaph, before the reformation, was ^ bigot 
to Poperj. Falling down on his knees, before King 
Henry VIII. he petitioned hirp to continue the religiotts 
cftablifhment of his anceilors. This prelate died» A. Pt 
1535, at a very advanced age. 

John Standtjhi xiephew to Henry, wrote a book againft 
the tranflation of the bible into the Englifh language; 
and prefented it tp the Parliament- He died in 1556, in 
the reign of Queen Mary.f 

Sir Richard Standijht of Whittle, near Charley. In his 
grounds a lead mine was difcovered, not long before 169J1 
and wrought with good fuccefs. Near the fame place is a 
quarry of mill-ftones. J 

The village of Standijh^ and a feat called Standt/h-Hatt^ 
are fituate near the river Douglas, in Lancalhire, between 
the towns of Charley and Wigan, which are about 6 miles 
diftant. Wigan is 9 miles north of Warrington, on the 
Ibutherp fide of the county. 

See Camden's Map of Lancafture. 

t Fuller's Worthies of England, 109, 1x4. 
f Camden's Britannia, 8o:(. 
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•^ heir apparent to a great eftate of lands and 
livings^ furreptitioufly detained from hiiri,'* 
which compelled him to feek fubfiftence fot 
himfelfi Though fmall in ftature, he had aa 
aftive genius, a fanguine temper, and a ftrong- 
conftitution. Thefe qualities led him to the 
profeffion of arms ; and the Netherlands 
teing, in his youth, a theatre of war, he en^ 
tered into the fervice of Queen Elizabeth, ial 
aid of the Dutch ; and after the truce, fettled 
with the Englifh refugees, at Leyden^ 

When they liieditated a removal to Ameri** 
ea, Staddifh^ thotigh not a member of their 
church) was thought a proper perfon to ac- 
company theiOu Whether he joined them at 
their re^ueft or his own motion, does noC 
appear ; but he engaged with zeal and refolu^ 
tion in theii" enterprife, and embarked with 
the firft compahy in 1 620. 

On their arrival at Cape-Cod, he was ap- 
pointed commander of the firft party of fix- 
teen men, who went afhore on difcovery ; 
and when they began their fettlement at 
Plymouth, he was unanimoufly chofen Capt 
tain, or chief military commander. In fev-* 
eral interviews with the natives, he was th§ 
firft to meet them, and was generally accom^- 

panied 
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panied with a rery fmall number of men, fe-^ 
ledted by himfelf. 

After the league was' made with MafajGToit ; 
one of his petty Sachems, Corbitant, became 
difcontented, and was meditating to join with 
the Narraganfets, againfl the Englifh. Stan^ 
difli, with fourteen men and a guide, went to 
Corbitant's place, [Swanzey] and furrounded 
his houfe ; but not finding Him at home, 
Aey informed his people of their intention 
of deftroying him, if he fliould perlift in his 
rebellion. Corbitant hearing of his danger, 
made an acknowledgment to Ma&iToit and 
entreated his mediation with the Engliib 
for peace. He was foon after [Sept. 13, 
1621] admitted, with eight other cbkfs^ to 
fubfcribe an inftrument of fubmiffion to the 
Engliflx government. 

In every hazardous enteiprife, Capt, Stan- 
difh was ready to put himfelf foremoft, 
whether the objefl: were difcovery, trafiSc, or 
war '^ and the people, animated by his ex- 
ample, and cpnfiding in his bravery and 
fidelity, thought themfelves fafe under his 
command.* 

When the town of Plymouth [1622] was 
endofed and fortified, the defence of it was 

committe d 
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eomimtted t& the Captain, who made the 
nioft judicious diipofition of their force* He 
divided them iato four fquadroiis, appointing 
thofe whom he thought mbft fk, to com- 
mand; and ordered every man^ on any 
alarm^ to rep^dr to hb refpe£tive ftadon^ ai^ 
put himfelf uuider his proper officer* A ie? 
led: company was appointed, in cafe of acci- 
dental fire^ to mount guardy wi& their backa 
to the fire* that they ifiight prevent the 
approach pf an enemy during the cour 
flagratiom 

Being fent onit trading voyage to Mata** 
chieft, [i>etweeii Barnftable and Yarmouth^ 
Feb* 1623]' a feverc ftorm tame on^ during 
the £ift nighty by which the harbour was 
filled with ice, and Captain Standiih with 
Ms party were obliged tb lodge in one of th^ 
huts of the favages. They catne together in 
a confiderable number, and under the niaik of 
friendihipprohufed to fupply him with corit 
Standifh fufpeding, by their number, th^t 
their intention was hoftile, ,would not permit 
his men to lie down, all at oncc^ but ordered 
them to fleep and watch by turns. In the 
morning a difcovery was made, that fomb 
things had been ftolen from his ihallop. 

Qj3^ The 
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The Captain' hnmediatdy went with ht^ 
whole force^ confifting of ftx, men, funx)und-( 
ed the houfe of the Sachem lanough, and 
obliged him to find the thief and reftore the 
ftolen thingSr This refolute behaviour ftnicfc 
them with awe J the trade went on peacea- 
bly, and when the harbour was cleared^ the 
fhallop came off. widi a load of torn^ and ar- 
rived fafely at Plj^mouth. 

Thi« was the fifft fufpicioli of a: conipiriacy, 
which had for fome time been forming 
among the Indians, to deftroy the Engliih. 
In the following month, [March] he had an- 
other fpeeimen of their infolence at Mano^ 
met,* whither he went to fetch home the 
corn which Governor Bradford had bought 
in the preceding autumn. The Captaia wa^ 
not received with that wefcome which the 
Governor had experienced; Two Indiums 
#om Maifachtifett^ were therei ^^c of whom 
Itaid an iron dagger,! which he had gottea 

fronx 

■* . ^ ■ . 

* Manoihet is the name of a citek or river which maSs 
■dirough the town of Sandwich," itito the upper' part, of 
Buzzard's Bay, formerly called Manomet Bay^ Between 
this and SculTet Greek, (into which Standifh went and re- 
ceived his com) Ts the place, which, Ifor more than a cca- 
"tury, has been- thought of, as proper to be cut through, tx> 
form a communication by a navigable canal, from BamA 
i»ble Bay to Buzzard's Bay. * ' ' Prince, 126. 
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from fome of Wefton's pcopk at Weffaguflet, 
[Weymouth] and which he gave to C^na-. 
<^m, the Sachem of Manomet, in the view 
of Standifh. The prefent was accompanied; 
with a fpeech, which the Captain did not 
then perfedtiy undcrftand, but the purport 
of it was, " That the Englifh were too ftrong^ 
for the Maffachufetts Indians to attack with^ 
out help frpm the others; becaufe if they 
fliould cut off the people in their bay, yet 
they feared that thpfg of Plymouth would re- 
venge their death. He therefore invited the 
Sachem to join with them, and deftroy both 
Colonies. He magnified his own fbrength 
and courage, and derided the Europeans be-^ 
caufe he had feen t^cm die, crying and mak-^ 
ing four faces like cjiildren/* An Indian of 
Paomet was prefent, who had formerly been 
friendly, and now profeffed the fame kind- 
nefs, offering his perfonal fervice to gel the 
corn on board the fliallop, though he had 
never done fuch work, before ; and inviting 
the Captain to lodge in his hut, as the weath- 
er was cold. Standifh paffed tW night by 
his fire, but though earneflly preffed to take 
his reft, kept himfelf continually in motion, 
and the next day, by the help of jthe fqiiaws, 



got 



f ■ w* 
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got hU; com on bo^d^ and returned to Plyrn* 
outh. It was afterward difcovered that this 
Indian Intended to IdU him, if he had fallen 
afleep* 

About the lanie time, happened Mr. Win£- 
low's vifit to Mafaflbit in his ficknefs, and 
a full difcovery of the plot, which the In- 
dians at Maflachufetts had contrived to de-^ 
ftroy the Englifli. The people whom Wel^ 
ton had fent to plant a Colony at Weflaguffet, 
were fo diforderly and imprudent, that the In- 
dians were not only difgufted with them, but 
defpifed them. Thefe were dcftined to be 
the firft viftims. Their overfeer, John San-* 
ders, was gone to Monhegan to meet the 
iifhermen, at their coming to the coaft, and 
get fome provifions. During his abfencc, 
the Indians had grown more infolent than 
before ; and it was neceflary that fome force 
fhould be fent thither, as well to protect 
the Colony as to crulh the conlpiracy./ 
Standifh was the Commander of the party j 
and as this was his capital exploit, it may be 
moft fatisfadory and entertsdning to give thp 
account of it, as related by Mr. Winflow in 
his narrative. 

«Th© 



**Thc 234 of IVIarch [1623] bjeing ^ 
yearly Court ds^ft we caii^f to this condi- 
tion ; that Cs^pi^;aia Standiih ihould tal^ ^ 
inany men as he thought fufBcient to maki} 
his party good, agaiuft all th?;. Indians in the 
Maflachufetts Bay ; and bec^ufe it i$ impoJEiT 
ble to deal with them upon open defiance, 
but to take them in fudi tjraps as they Jajr 
for others ; therefore th^ he jChould pretend 
trade^ 9s at odxer time? ; but firft go to the 
Englifli^ and acquaint them with the plot and 
the end of his own coming, that by compoiw 
ing it with their carriage toward theni, lii; 
might better jiidge of the certainty of it, and 
more fitly take opportunity to revenge the 
fame ; but ihould forbear, if it were poffible^ 
till fuch time as he could naake fure of WittUr 
wamat, a bloody and bold villain^ whofe 
head he had orders to bring with him. Up- 
on this. Captain Standifli ma,de choice c£ 
eight men, and would not take more, be* 
caufe he would prevent jealouly. On the 
next day, before he coidd go, came one* of 

Wefton'^ 

* His name ]«ras Phinehas Pratt : A» Indian followed 
him to kai him, but by miffing his way, he efcaped and 
got in^ Plymouth. This man was living in 1677, when 
• Mr. Hubbard wrote his hiflory. The Ipdian who follow- 
ed him went to Manomet, and on his return, vifited Plym- 
©uth, yrhcrc he was put in ircms. Hubbard's MS. 
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Wefton*s company to us with a pack on 
his back, who made a pitiful narration of 
their lamentable and weak eftate, and of thff 
Indians* carriage ; whofe boldnefs increafed 
abundantly, infpmuch as they would take 
the vi(5tuals out of their pots, and eat before 
their faces ; yea, if in any thing they gain-, 
fayed them, they were ready to hold a knife 
at their breafts. He faid that, to give them 
content, they had hanged one* of the Com- 
pany, 

* Mr. Hubbard's account of this matter, is as follows^ 
•* The Company, as fome report, pretended, in way of iat- 
isfadtion, to punifh him that did the theft ; but in^his fteadt 
hanged a poor decrepid old man, that was unferviceable to 
the Company, and burdenfome to keep alive : This was 
the ground of the ftory, with which the merry gentleman 
that wrote the poem called Hudibras^ did in his poetical 
fancy, make fo much fport. The inhabitants of Plym- 
outh tell the ftory much otherwife, as if th? perfon hanged* 
was really guilty of ftealing, as were many of the reft. 
Yet, it is poflible, thatjuftice might be executed, not oa 
him that moft deferved it, but on him that cpuld beft be 
fpared, or who was not likely to live long, if he had been 
let alone," 

The paffage of Hudibras above referred to, is vq, part 2,. 
canto 2. line 403, &c. 

** Tho* nice and dark the point appear. 
Quoth Ralph, it may hold up and clear \ 
That finners may fupply the place 
Of fuffering faints, is a plain cafe. 
Juftice gives fentence many times. 
On one man for another's crimes* 

Our 
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f any, who had ftolen their corn, and yet they 
regarded it not ; that another of them had 
turned favage j that their people had moftly 
forfaken the town, and made their rendez- 
vous where they got their viiStuals, becaufe 

they 

Our bretKreh bf ticW'ErigtanavSjf^ 
Choice itialefadtors to excufe, 
And hang the guiltlefs in their ftead,r 
Ofwhoiii the Cliiirchcs have lefs need J 
As lately happened^ In a town, 
Thete liv'd a Coblof » and but one. 
Who out of dodtrine, could cut ufe. 
And iiiehd ziieti's litres a^ \$rell as fhoei» 
1t*his ptecibus brother, haying^ flaiA 
la tune of pejace, ap Isdism,^ / 
j^ot out of malice, but mere zeal 
Becaufe he was an infidel ; 
The mighty Tottipbtimof 
Salt to our Elders un fenvoy, 
Complaining forely of the breach 
Of league, h^d forth by brother Patch, 
Againft the articles in force 
Between both Churches, his and oufs ; 
Por which he crar'd the faints to rendev 
Into his hands, or hang th' offender. 
But they, maturely having weighed, 
They had no more but him of the trade jf 
A man that ferv'd them, in a double 
Capacity, to teach and cobble, 
Refolv'd to fpare him, yet to dp 
The Indian Hogan Mogan, too. 
Impartial jufUce, in his ftead did 
Hang a9 (dd Weaveri that was bed-rid. 

Thcii» 
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&ey would not take pains to bring it home; 
tiiat they had fold their clothes for com, 
and were ready to perifh with hunger, and 
cold, afld that they were difpctfed into three 
companies, having fcarcely any powder hnA 
fhot, * As this relation wa$ grievous to us^ fo 
it gave us good encouragemeijt to proceed ; 
and the wind coming fair the next day, 
March 25, Capt^n StandiA being now fittedi 
fet forth for Maflachufetts.'* 

" The Captain being come to Maflachu- 
fetts, went firft to the fliip, but found neither 
man nor dog therein* On the cUfcharge of 
z mulket^ the Mafter and fame odiers ihew* 
ed themfelvcs, \vho were on Ihore gathering 
ground-nuts and other food. After faluta** 
tion,^ Captain Standiih afked them, how they 
durft fo leave the (hip, and live in fuch 
fecurity ? they anfwered, like men fenfelefs 

of 

Then» wherefore may not you be fkipp*d. 
And in your room another Ti^^Ipp'd V* 

The flory is here xnofl ridiculonfly caricamred as a 
flur \ipon the Churches of New-England. I do not find 
that the people of Wefton's plantation had any Church 
at all ; they were a fet of needy adventurers, iatent only 
on gaining a fubfiftcnce, Mr- Neal fays, that "he obtain* 
cd a patent un46r pretence of propagating the difcipline of 
the Church of Ei&|^d in America." 

Hid* N. £. Chap. iii. p. xo2> 
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Jo£ their own mifer jr, that they feared not the 

Indians, but lived and fufFered them to lodge 

with t^em, not having fword nor gun, or 

needing the fame. To which the Capt^un 

: re{>lied, that if there were no cayjfe, he was 

i glad* But upon further inquiry, under- 

(landing that thofe in whom John Sanders 

had repofed moft confidence wexe at the 

. plantation, thither he went, and made known 

•the Indians' purpofe, and the end of his own 

coming ; and told them that if they durft 

-tiot ftay there, it was the intention of the 

Oovemor and people of Plyjpaouth, to re- 

^e^Ve them, till they dould be better provi- 

<dcd fon Thefe men anfwered that they 

<ould expedl no better, and it was of God's 

mercy that they were not killed before 'his 

(Coming, defiring that :he would negledl no 

opportunity to proceed ; hereupon he advif- 

jcd them to fecrecy and to order one third of 

-their company that were fartheft off to come 

home, and on pain of death to keep there, 

himfelf allowing them a pint of Indian com, 

-to a man, for a day, though that was fpared 

-out of our feed* The weather proving very 

wet and ftormy, it was the longer before he 

could do any thing." 

Rr "In 



4 
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**In the mean time an Indian came ta 
him and brought fome furs, but rather to get 
what he could from the Captain than to 
trade ; and though the Captain carried things 
as fmoothly as he could, yet, at his return, 
the Indian reported that he faw by his eyes 
that he was angry in his heart, and therefore 
began to fufpe£t themfelves difcovered. This 
caufed one Peckfuot, who was a Pinefe. 
[chief] being a man of a notable fpirit to 
come to Hobamock [Standifh's Indian guide 
and interpreter] and tell him that he under^ 
ftood the Captain was come to kill himfelf 
and the reft of the fa^vages there: "Tell 
him, faid he, we know it, but fear him not, 
neither will we ihun him ; but let him begin 
when he dare, he fhall not take us at uo? 
awares/' Many times after, divers of them, 
feverally or a few together, came to the plan* 
lation, where they would whet and fharpea 
the point of their knives before his face, and 
ufe many other infulting geftures and fpeecb- 
c% Among the reft, Wittuwamat bragged 
of the exceHency of his knife, on the hann 
die of which was pictured a woman^s faccr 
** But, faid he, I have another at home, 
wherewith I have killed both French and 
Englifb, and that hath a man's face on it» 

and 
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and by and by, thefe two muft be married.'* 
Further he faid of that knife which he there 
had, Hinnaim namen^ hinnaim mtcben^ matta 
cuts^ that is to fay, by and by itjbouldfee^ by 
f^ and by it Jhould eat^ but not /peak. Alfo 
^ Peckfuot being a man of greater ftature than 
the Giptain, told him " though you are a 
great Captain, yet you are but a litde man ; 
though I be no Sachem, yet I am a! man of 
great ftrength and courage." Thefe things 
the Captain obferved, but, for the prefent, 
bore them with patience. 

** On the next day, feeing he could not 
get many of them together at once, but . 
Peckfuot and Wittuwamat being together, 
with another man and the brother of Wittu- 
wamat a youth of eighteen, putting many 
tricks on the weaker fort of men, and having 
about as many of his own men in the fam^ 
room, the Captain gave the word to his men % 
and the door being faft Ihut, he begun him- 
felf with Peckfuot and fnatching the knife 
from his neck, after much ftruggling killed 
him therewith ; the reft killed Wittuwamat 
and the other man ; the youth they took 
and hanged. It is incredible, how many 
wounds thefe men received, before they died, 

not making any fearful nqafe, but catchii^ 

» ■ ' - ■ • 

at 
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at their weapons, and ftriving to thfe laft, 
Hobamock flood by as a fpeftator, obferxr- 
irig how our men demeaned themfelves it\ 
the ^dtion ; which being ended, he, fmiling, 
brake forth and laid, " Yefterday Peckfuot 
bragged of bis own ftrength and ftature, and 
told you that though you were a great Cap-. 
tain, yet you were but a little man ; but^ to-, 
day, I fee you are big enough to lay him on 
the ground." 

" There being fdme women, at the fanpiii 
time there, Captain Standifh left them, itt 
the cuftody of Wefton's people, at the 
town ; and fent word to another Company, 
to kill thofe Indian men that were among 
thenw Thefe killed two more ; himfelfwith 
fome of his owi^ men, went to another place 
and killed another ; but through the negU-» 
gence of one man, an Indian efcaped, who 
difcovered and crofled their proceedihgs.'* 

" Captain Staridifli took one half 6f his 
men with one or two pf Weftoh's and Mo-r 
bamock, ftill feeking theni, At length they 
cfpied a file of Indians, making toward them; 
and, there being a fmall advantage in th© 
ground, by reifon of a hill, both companies 
ftrove for it ./Captain Standifh got it; 
whereupbri' the 'Indians retreated, and took 

each 
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each Irian his tree, letting fly their arrows 

amain, eipecially at himfelf and Hobamock* 

Whereupon Hobamock caft off his coat, and 

^ vchafed theril fo fall, that our people were not 

* jible to hold way with him. They could 

. have but one certain mark, the arm and half 

the face of a liotable villain, as he drew [his 

t- bow] at Captain Standifli, who with anoth-^ 

cr, both difcharged at him, and brake his 

arm. Whereupon, they fled into a fwampj 

when they were in the thicket, they parli-' 

ed but got nothing but foul language, 60 

our Captain dared the Sachem to come out 

and fight like a man, fhowing how bafe and 

woman-like he was, in tonguing it as be did j 

but he refufed and fled. So the Captain re^ 

turned to the plantation ; where he releafed 

the women and took not their beaver coats 

fiiom them, nor fuflTergd tb^ leaft difcourtefy 

to be offered them,* ■ 

** Now were Weflton^s people refolved to 
leave the plantation, and go to Monhegan, 
hoping to get paflTage and return [to Eng- 
land] with the fifhing fhips. The Captain 
told them, that for his own part, he durft live 
there with fewer men than they were ; yet 
fmce they were otherwife minded, according 
to his orders from the Govonor and peo- 
ple 



^1: 
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pie of Plymouth, he would help them with 
com, which he did, fcarce leaving himfelf 
more than bvought them home. Some of 
them difliked to go to Monhegan ; and de-- 
firing to go with him to Plymouth, he took 
them into the fhallop ; and feeing the others 
fet fail, and clear of MafTachufetts Bay, he 
took leave and returned to Plymouth, bring- | 
ing the head of Wittuwamet, which was fet *f: 
up on the fort."* /' 

" This fudden and unexpeded executioHji 
hath fo terrified and amazed the other peo- 
ple who intended to join with the MafTa- 
chufencks againft us, that they forfook their 
houfes, running to and fro like men diftra£t-* 
ed ; living in fwamps, and other defert pla-^ 
ces, and fo brought difeafes upon themfelves, 
whereof many are dead ; as Canacum, Sa- 
chem of Manomet ; Afpinet, of Naufet ; 
and lanough, of Matachieft This Sachem^ 
[lanough] in the midft of thefe diftra^tions, 
faid, " the God of the Englifli was offended 

with 

* This may excite in fome minds an objedion to the 
humanity of our forefathers. The reafon ailigned for it 
was, that it might prove a terror to others. In matters of 
war and public juftice, they obfeiyed the cuAoms and laws 
of the Englifh nation. As kte as the year 1 747, the heads 
of the lords, who were concerned in the Scots rebeUion, 
were fet up over Temple-Bar, the moft frequented paflagc 
between London and Wcftminftcr. 
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with them, and would defiroy them lA hi& 
anger.'* From one of thefe places, a boat 
Xvas fent with prefents to the Governor, 
hoping thereby to work their peace; but 
the boat w^s loft, and three of the people 

A, drowned ; only oile efcapedj who returned ; 

^ fo that none of them dufft come among us.'* 
The Indian who had been confined at 
Plymouth, on his examination, confefled the 
plot ; in which five perfons were principally 
concerned, of whom two were killed. He 
protefted his own innocence, and his life 
was fpared, on condition that he would 
carry a meflage to hid Sachem, Obtakieft, 
demanding three of Wefton's men, whonl 
he held in cuftody. A woman returned 
with his anfwer, that the men were -killed 
before the nieflage arrived^ for which he 
was very forry* 

Thus ended Wefton*s plantation, within 
one year after it began. He had been one of 
the adventurers to Plymouth ; but quitted 
them,, and took a feparate' patent ; and his 
plantation, was intended to rival that of 
Plymouth. He did not come in perfoh to 
America, till after the difperfion of his peo-. 
pie, fome of whom he found among the eaft- 
cm fiihermen, and from them he firft heard 

of 




328 S T A N X) I S M. 

of the ruin of his enterprlze. In a ftorm, ke 
was caft away between the rivets of Pafcat- 
aqua and Merrimack, arid w^as robbed by the 
natives of all which he had faved from the 
wreck. Having borrowed a fuit of clothes 
from fome of the people at Pafcataqua, he ^ 
came to Plymouth ; where, 5n confideration 
of his neceflity, the government lent him 
two huridred weight of beaver, with which 
he failed to the eaftward, with fuch of his own 
people as were difpofed to accompany him. 
It is obferved that he never repaid the debt^ 
hut with enmity and reproach.* 

The next advetiture, in which we find 
Captain Standiih engaged, was at Cape Ann^ 
where the fifhermen of Plymouth had in 
1624 erected' a ftage, and a, company fro^ 
the weft of England in the following ycfir 
had taken poiTeifion of it. Standifh was or- 
dered from Plymouth, with a party to xetake 
it; but met a rcfufal. The contro verify , grew 
warm, and high words pafled on both fides. 
But the prudence of Roger Conant, ageot for . 
the weft countrymen, and of Mr. Kerce, ■ 
mafter of their {hip, prevented matters from 
coming to extremity. The ftiip's crew lent 
their afliftance in building another ftage^ 

which 

* Prince, p« 135. 
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which the Plymouth filhermea accepted in 
lieu of the former, aacl thus peace and har- 
mony were reftored, ivkc Hubbard, who 
has preferved the memory of iliU allVir, re- 
fled? on Captaui Standifli in th'w following 
manner : " He had been bred a foIJi*. r \n the 
low countries, and never entered Into tlie 
fchool of Chrift, or of John the Bnptift ; or 
if ever he was there, he had fonrot his firil 
ieflbns, to offer vioience to vo nuui, and 'o 
part with the cloak, rather than ucculofsiy 
contend for the coat, though taken aw^y 
without ordei% A llttie chimney •?: Toon lir- 
ed ; fo was the Plymouth Captpiin, a man of 
very fmall ftature, yet of a very hot and an;ipry 
temper. The fire of h»s paffion, Icroi 
kindled, and, blown up into a flame l>y h;.>t 
words, might eafily have couiamcd a] I, liad 
it not been feafonably quenched/'^ 

When the news of the tranlndionv iit Wof- 
faguffet, where Standifh had killtd ihc In- 
dians, was carried to Europe, Mr.- Robiafou 
from Leydcn wrote to the Church of Piym*' 
outh, «' to confider the difpofition of their 
Captain, who was of a warm temper. f He 
hoped the Lord had fent him among, ihcin 

* Hubbard's MS. p. 84. 

'\ Hutcbinfon, II. aSt. 



330 S T A N D I S H. 

for good, if they iifcd him right; but he 
doubted whether there was hot wanting that 
tfenderncfs of the life of man, made after 
God's image^ which was meet ; and he 
thought it would have been happfy if they 
had converted fome, before they had killed 
any. 

Tlic beft apology for Captain Standifli is, 
that as a foldier he had been accuftomed to 
dilcipline and obedience ; that he confidered 
himfeif as the military feh^ant of the Colony, 
and received his orders froiii the Oovemor 
and people. Sedentary perfons are not al- 
ways the beft judges of a foldier*s merit or 
feelings. Men of his own profeflion will 
admire the courage of Standifli, his prompt- 
itude and decifion in the execution of his or- 
dcTSi No one has ever charged him, either 
with failure in point of obedience or of wan- 
tonly exceeding the limits of his commiC- 
fion. If the arm of flefli were rieceffary to 
cftablifh the rights and defend the lives and 
property of Colonlfts, in a new country, fur- 
rounded with enemies and falfe friends ; cer- 
tainly fuch a man as Standifh, with all his 
imperfeftions, will hold a high rank amOiig 
the worthies of New-England. Mr. Princd 

does 



r 
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4oes not fcruple to reckon him among thofe 
heroes of antiquity, *^who chofe to fafFer 
afflidion with the people of God ; who 
through faith fubducd kingdoms, wrought 
righteoufnef^, obtained promifes, Hopped the 
mouths of lions, waxed valiant in fight, and 
turned to flight the armies of the aliens j"* 
and even Mr. Hubbard, in another part of 
his hiftory, fays that Captain Standifli " was 
a gentleman very expert in military fervice ; 
by whom, the people were all willing to be 
ordered, in thofe concerns. He was like- 
wife improved [employed] to good accept- 
ance and fuccefs in affairs of the greateft 
moment in that Colony ; to whofe intcrefl 
he continued firm and ftedfaft to the lafl, and 
always managed his truft, with great integr 
rityand faithfulnefs.'*f 

Two fhips which had come, with fupplies 
to the Colony, the iame year (1625) return- 
ed, in the autumn with cargoes of fiih and 
furs. In one of thefe, Standifh embarked, 
as agent for the Colony, and arrived fafely 
in England ; the other was captured by 4 
Turkilh fhip of war, and the lofs of her val- 

liable 

. * Preface to Mafoii's Hidory of PeqmJ war.. 
+ Hubbard's MS. p. 50. 



i. 



332 S^ T A N D I S H, 

uable cargo was a fevere blow to the Colony. 
He arrived in a very unfortunate time ; the 
plague raging in London, carried off more 
than forty thoufand people in the fpace of 
one yeart Commerce was ftagnated, the 
merchants and members of the Council of 
New-England were difpcrfed and no meet? 
ing could be holden. All which Captaia 

Standifh could do, was, by private confer- 
ence, to prepare the way for a eompofitioa 
with the Company of adventurers, and by 
the help of a few friends, with great trou- 
ble and danger, to procure a finall quantity 
pf goods, for the Colony, amounting tp. 
£iSOy which he took up at the exorbir 
tant intereft of 50 per cent. With this* in- 
fufficicnt but welcome fupply, he returned 
to Plymouth, in the fpring pf 1626 ; brings 
ing the forrowful news of the death of Mr, 
Rpbinfon and Mr, Cufhman, 

Several attempts were, about this time, 
?nade to form plantations, within the bay of 
Mafiachufelts, at Cape Ann and Pafcataqua.* 
Among thefe adventurers was one Captain 
Wollaflon, " a man of cpnfiderable parts, and . 
with him three or four more of fomc emi- 
nence, 



» '. . • 



* Morton's Mcmcrial, 6?. 
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pcnce^ who brought over many fervants, and 
much provifions." He pitched on the fouth- 
ern fide of the bay, at the head of the creek, 
and called an adjoining hill Mount Wollat? 
ton, [Quincy.] One of bis company was 
Thomas Morton, *' a pettifogger of Furai-P 
val's Inn," who had fdme property of hi? 
own, or of other men committed to hinh 
After a fliort trial, WoUafton, not finding 
his expcdatipns realized, went to Virginia, 
with a great part of the fervants ; and being 
better pleafed with that country, fent for the 
reft to come to him. Morton thought thi? 
a proper opportunity tp make himfelf head 
of the Company ; and, in a drunken firolic^ 
perfuaded t^em to depofe Filcher, the Lieu^ 
tenant, and fet up for liberty and equality. 

Under this influence they foon became li? 
centious and debauched. They fold their 
goods to the natives for furs, taught them the 
ufe of arms, and employed them in hunting. 
They invited and. received fugitives firom all 
the neighbouring fettlements; 2Uid thus en- 
dangered their fafety, and obliged them to 
unite their ftrength in pppofition to them. 
Captain Endicott from Naumkeag made them 
a vifit, and gave them a fmall check, by cut- 
ting 
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ting down a May-pole, which they ha(| 
erected as a central point of diHipation and 
extravagance j but it was referved for Cap- 
tain Standilh to break up their infamous 
combination. After repeated friendly adino« 
nitions, which were difregarded, at the re- 
queft and joint expenfe* of the fcattered 
planters, and by order of the Gpyernment of 
Plymouth, he went to Mount Wpllafton, 
and fummoned Morton to furrender. Mor- 
ton prepared for his. ^^fence, armed his ad- 
herents, heated them with liquor, and anfwer- 
cd Standilh \,^ith abufiye language^ But, 
when he ilepped out of his door, to. take 
aim at his antagonift, the Captain fei;^d his 
jnulket with one hand, and his collar with 
the other, and made him prifcnen Th§ 

others 

* From the bill of ezpenfe^ fent to the Council of New- 
England, may be feen the number and ability of the 
plantations in 1628. 

Plymouth contributed ■/*2 : 10 

Naumkeagy [Salem]^ i : 10 

Pafcataquackj [Mafbn's Company^ 2:10 
Mr. Jeffery and Mr. Burflem, 2 

Nantafcoty i : 10 

Mr. Thomfon, [Squantum neck} 15 

Mr. Blackftpn, [Bofton] " 12 

Mr. Edward Hilton, [Dover] i 

12 : 7 
' Sec Gov. Bradford's Letter Book in Col. Hift. Soc. iii. 6j. 
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crtiers quietly fubmitted. No blood was 
fhed, nor a gun fired* They were all con- 
ducted to Plymouth, and thence fent to Eng- 
land ; where Morton was treated with Icfs 
feverity than he deferved, and was permitted 
to return and difturb the fettlements, till 
the eftablifhment of the Maflachufetts Colo-^ 
nyj when he retired to Pafcataqua, and there 
ended his days. 

After this encounter, which happened id 
16285 we have no particular account of Cap- 
tsdn Standifli; He is not mentioned in the 
iaccount of the Pequot war, in 1637, ^^ 
was chofen one of the* magiftrates or aflift- 
ants of IPlyiAouth Colony as long as he liv- 
led. As he advanced in years, he was much 
affliaed with the ftone and the ftrangury ; 
he died in 1 656, being then very old, at Dux- 
bury^ near Plymouth ; where he had a tradt 
of land, which to this day is known by the 
name of Captdn's HilL 

He had one fon, Alexander, who die4 in 
Duxbury. The late Dn Wheelock, founder 
of Dartmouth College, and Mr. feirkland^ 
Miffionary to the Indians, were defcended 
from him. One of his grandfons was in 
jpoflcffion of his coat of mail, which is now 

fuppofcd 
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fuppofed to be loft ; but his fword is prefenr- 
ed in the Cabinet of the Hiftoricil Society, 
of which one of his defcendants, Johu 
Thornton Kirkland, is a member. His name 
is ftill venerated, and the merchants of PIym« 
outh and Bofton have named their fhips af- 
ter him. His pofterity chiefly refide in fev-« 
eral towns df the county of Plymouth* 



zxvm 



337 

XXVIIL JOHN WINTHROP, 
First Governor of Massachusjetts* 

X HIS worthy gentleman was defcend- 
fed from a family remarkable for its attach- 
ment to the reformed religion from the ear- 
lieft period of th^ reformation. His grand-* 
father, Adam Winthrop, was an emineq,!; 
lawyer and lover of the gofpel, . in the reign 
of Henry VIII. and brother to. a memorable 
friend of the reformation, in, t;he reign of 
Mary I. in whofc hands the Martyr Philpot; 
left his papers, which make, a confideral;)!^ 
part of the Hiftory of th? Martyrs. His 
father, Adam Winthrop, was a gentleman of 
the fame profeffion and character. Gov-- 
ernor Winthrop was horn at the family feat; 
at Groton, in Suffolk, June rz, 1587^ and 
was bred to the law, though he had a very^ 
ftrong inclination to theological ftudies. At 
the age of eighteen he was made a Juftice of 
the Peace, and his virtues became confj)icu- 
ous. He was exemplary in liis profeffior^ 
as an upright aad impartial magiftrate, anc^ 
m his private charafl;er as a chriftian. Hq 
had wifdom to difcern, and fortitude to do 
li^t in the execution of his office ; and as a 

T T gentleman, 
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gentleman^ was remarkable for liberality and 
hofpitality. Thefe qualities rendered him 
dear to men of fobriety and religion, and fit- 
ted him to engage in the great and difficult 
wOTk of founding a Colony. 

When the defign of fettling a Colony in 
New-England was by fome eminent perfons 
undertaken, this gentleman was, by the con- 
fent of all, chofen for their leader. Having 
c^on verted a fine eft ate of fix or feven hun- 
dred pounds fterling per annum into money, 
he embarked for New-England in the forty- 
third year of his age, and arrived at Salem 
with the Maflachufetts charter, June 12, 
1630. Within five days, he, with fome of 
the principal perfons of the Colony, travelled 
through the woods twenty miles, to look 
out a convenient fituation for a town in fome 
part of the Bay of Maffachufetts. Same of 
them built their huts on the north fide of 
Charles^ river, [Charleftown} but the Gover- 
nor and moft of the Affiftants pitched upon 
the peninfula of Sbawmut^ and lived there 
the firft winter, intending in the fpring to 
build a fortified town, but undetermined as 
to its fituation. On the fixth of December, 
they refolved to fortify the ifthmus of that 

j^eniofula;. 
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peninfula ; but changing their minds before 
the month expired^ they agreed upon a place 
about three miles above Charleftown, which 
they called firft Newtown, and afterwards 
Cambridge, where they engaged to build hou*. 
fes the enfuing fpring. The reft of the winter 
they fiifFered much by the feverity of the 
feafon, and were obliged to live upon acorns, 
ground-nuts and fhell-fifli. One of the pool- 
er fort coming to the Governor to complain, 
was told that the laft batch was in the oven, 
but of this he had his fhare. They had ap- 
pointed the ?2d of February for a faft ; but, 
before it came, a (hip arrived with provifions, 
and they turned it into a day of thankfgiv- 
ing. 

In the fpring of 163 1, in purfuance of the 
intended plan, the Governor fet up the frame 
pf an houfe at Newtown ; the Deputy-Gov- 
ernor alfo built one, and removed his family. 
About this time Chicketawbu, the Chief of the 
Indians in that neighbourhood, made a vifit 
to tljte Governor, with high profeffions of 
friendfliip. The apprehenfion of danger 
from the Indians abated, and the fcheme of 
a fortified town was gradually laid afide ; 
though, if it had been retained, the peninfu- 

h 
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la woxild have been a fituadon far preferable 
to Newtown. The Governor took down his 
frame and removed it to Shawmiit, which 
Vas Bnally determined upon for the metiop^ 
olis^ and named 6o{lon« 

The three following years he was contin^ 
ued, by annual election, at the head of the 
government^ for which office he was emi-i- 
nently qualified, and in which he fhonc wiflj 
a luftre, which would have done him honour 
in a larger fphere and a more elevated litua^ 
lion. He was the father^ as well as govem-s 
or, of an infant plantation* His time, l\h 
ftudy, his exertions, his influence, and his 
intereft were all employed in the public fer* 
vice. His wifdom, patience and magnahim^ 
ity were confpicubus in the moft fevere trials, 
and his exeinplary behaviotir as a chrifliaa 
added afplenddrto all his rare' qualifications. 
He maintained the dignity of a <5oveni6r 
with the obliging condefcenfion of a gentle- 
man, and wks To defervedly refjpe^ed and 
beloved, that when Archbifhof) Laudjlieaik- 
ening to fome cailurtitiies raifed againft the 
country on account of their puritan princi- 
ples, fummonedohe Mr. Cleaves before 'King 
Charles I. in hopes of getting Toitnc accufst- 

tioxi 
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tidn againft the Governor, he gaVe fuch an 
sAcovitit of his laudable deportrtient in his 
ftation, and withal of the devotion with 
which Jjratyers were made, both in private 
ktid public, for the King, that Charley 
^xpreflfed his concern, that To worthy a per*, 
fon as Mr. Winthrop fhoiild be no better 
^commod^te4 thaln in ^n American wilder^ 
nefs. 

He was'an example 'to the people of that 

frugality, dfecericy and temperance which 

were neceflary in their cirCumft&nces, and 

even denied himfelf itiany of the 'elegancies 

and fuperfluities of life, which his rank, aftfl 

fortune give him a Juft title to enjdy, both 

that be might fat them a :]*)roJyer example, 

iind be the better enable^ to exercife thai 

liberality in whitfh lie delighted, eVen^ in 

-ftie eiid, to the adhial Impioveri&ihent ' ci 

•Wmfelf and his family, He wcmld ofteh 

fend his ferVahts oh fbifie ibn^tid, atmteat- 

'times, to the Kbufes of his nei^botirs, to 

ffee how they were |>l?bVided with food ; and 

* if there was a deficiecjcy, w<>iild^ftipply tbetn 

-from'hls owtiiaMe. ^he f^lbwittg fingukr 

iriftance'bf htscharity^ nlixed' with hUmoiir, 

will grre-us an idea of the man. In a very 

fevere 
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fevere winter, when wood began to be fcarcQ 
in Bofton, he received private information, 
that a neighbour was wont to help himfelf 
from the pile at his door. " Does he,'* faid 
the Governor, '' call him to me, and I wiU 
take a courfe with him that fhall cure liim 

m 

of ftealing." The man appeared, and the 
Governor addreffed him thus. ^' Friend, it is 
a cold winter, and I hear you are meanly 
provided with wood, you ^r^ welcome to 
help yourfelf at my pile till the winter is 
over." And then merrily afked his friend 
whether he had not put a flop to th^ man's 
fte^ling ? 

In the adminiftration of juftice,he was for 
tempering the feverity of law with the exer** 
xife of mercy. He judged that in the infancy 
of a plantation, juftice fhould be adminifter*- 
:ed with niore lenity than in a fettled ftate. 
But when other gentlemen of learning an^ 
influence had taken offence at his lenity, and 
' adopted an opinion that a ftridber difcipline 
:was neceffary, he fubmitted to their judg- 
ement, and ftriiStly adhered to the propofals 
• which were made to fupport the dignity of 
government, by an appearance pf union and 

firmnefs, 
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firmnefs, and a concealment of differences 
and diffenfions among the public officers. 

His delicacy was fo great, that, though he 
could not without incivility decline accept-^ 
ing gratuities from divers towns, as well as 
particular perfons, for his public fervices, yet 
he took occafion in a public fpcech, at his 
third eledion to declare, that " he received 
them with a trembling hand in regard of 
GOD*s word, and his own infirmity," and 
defired them, that for the future {hey would 
not be offended, if he fhould wholly refufe 
fuch prefents. ' 

In the year 1 634, and the two years fol- 
lowing, he was left out of the magiflracy* 
Though his condud:, from his firft engaging 
in the fervice of the Colony, had been irre- 
proachable, yet the envy of fome, raifed a 
fufpicion of his fidelity, and gave him a fmall 
tafle of what, in other popular governments, 
their greateft benefaftors have had a large 
fhare of. An inquiry having been made of 
his receipts and difburfements of the public 
money, during his paft adminiflration, though 
it was conduced in a manner too harfh for 
his delicate fenfibility, yet he patiently fub- 
taitted to the examination of bis accounts, 

which 
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eaded to bis honour. XJppn wjbicli occafion 
he made a decoration which he cpnclude4 
in^ tk^fe. wOijdsrr-" In the things which I of- 
fer, I refer myfelf to the w;ifdom and jufticc 
of the- Court, with this jproteftation, that it 
repenteth me not of my cqft and l^bpp? be^ 
ftowed in the ferviGe of this Commonwealth j 
but i do heartily blefs tlie Lord our God^ 
that he hath beea pleafed to honour tne fo faj- 
as to call for any thing he hath beftowed 
upon n(ie, for the fervice pf his. clj,uf <;h and 
j>eopIe here j tlj^?. profperity whereof, jind his 
gracious acceptance, fhall be an abundant ret 
cpmpenfe to me*'* 

The fame r;ju:e humility and fteady equal-. 
\tj of ;xii^^j were canfpicuous in his beha* 
yiour, when a pretence was raifed to get him 
left out of the government, left by the too 
frequent choice qf one man, the oflSce fhould 

ceafe to be eledive, and feem to be his bv 

- ■' . . > '"^ »■* ' ' "* - . -^ 

prefcriptipn. This pretence was advanced 
even in the eledtion fermons : , and when be 

was in faa reduced to a lower ftation in the 

"' ' ' * -»■■•.« 

government, l^e endes^voured to ferve the 
people as faithfully as in the higheft, nor 
would he fufFer any notice to be taken of 
feroe ^indue methods, which were ufed to 

have 
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have him left out of the choice. An 
iaftance of this rare temper, and the happy 
fruit of it, deferves remembrance. There 
was a time when he received a Vtery angry 
letter from a Member of the Court, which 
having read, he delivered back to the 
meffenger with this anfwer,- "I am not 
willing to keep by me fuch a matter of 
provocation." Shortly after, the writer of 
this letter was compelled by the fcarcity of 
provifion, to fend to buy one of the Govern- 
or's cattle ; he begged him to accept it as a 
gift, in token of his good will. On which 
the gentleman came to him with this ac- 
knowledgment, " Sir, your overcoming 
yourfelf, hath overcome me." 

But though condefcending and gentle on 
every occalion of perfonal ill treatment, yet 
where the honour of government or religion, 
and the intereft of the people were concern- 
ed, he was equally firm and intrepid, (land- 
ing foremoft in oppofition to thofe whom he 
judged to be really public enemies, though 
in the difguife of warm and zealous friends. 
Of this number was the famous Anna 
Hutchinson, a woman of a mafculine 
underftaading and confummate art, whq 

U u held 
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held private lectures to the women at her 
houfe, in which (he advanced thefe dodtrines^ 
viz. ^Hhat the Holy Ghoft dwells perfonally 
ift a juftified perfoil, and that fandificatiort 
does not evidence juftification;" Thofe who 
held with hef were faid to be '' under a cov- 
enant of graccj" and thofe who oppofed her 
** under a covenant of wbrks." Into thefc 
two denominations, the whtrle Colony began 
to be divided. Her adherents prevailed 
in 1636 to choofe for Governor, Henry 
Vane,* a young gentleman of an apparent- 
ly grave and ferious deportment, who hstd 
jiift arrived from England, and who paid great 
attention to this woman, aiid feemed zealout- 
ly attached to her diftinguifhing tenets. 
Winthrop, then Deputy-Governor, not cfnly 

differed 

* This perfon, fo well known afterward in England, 
IS thus charafterifed by lord Clarendon : 

" A man of great natural parts and of very profound 
diffimulatiou, of a quick conception and ready, fharp and 
weighty expreflion. He had an unufual afped, a vultum 
claufiim^ that though no man could make a giiefs of what 
he intended, yet made men think there was fo^ethihg m 
him extraordinary, and his whole life made good that 
imagination. There need no more be faid of his ability, 
than that he was chofen to cozen and deceive a whole na- 
tion [the Scots] which was tliought to excel in craft and 
cunningj which he did with a notable pregnancy and dex- 
terity." 
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differed in fentiirient, but few the pernicious 
influence of this controverfy with regret, and 
feared, that if it were fufFered to prevail, it 
would endanger the exiftence of the Colony. 
In the heat of the controverfy, Whelewright, 
a zealous Sectarian, preached a fermon, which 
not only carried thefe points to their ujtmoft 
lengthi but contauied fome expreflions which 
the Court laid hold of as tending to /edition, 
for which he was examined ; but a mqre 
full inquiry was deferred for that time. Some 
warm brethren. of Bofton petitioned the 
pourt in Whclewright's favour, reflecting on 
their proceedings, which Rifed fuch a refent-^ 
ment in the Gt)urt againfl the town, that a, 
motion was made for th? ne:?^t el^dlion to 
be made at Cambridge. Vane, the Goverur 
or, having no negative voice, cQuld only 
ftiew his diflike by refufmg to put the quef^ 
tion. Winthrop the Deputy-Qoyernor, de- 
clined it, as being an inhabitant of Bofton ; 
the queftipn was th.en put by Endicot of Sa- 
lem, and carried for the removal. 

At th,e opening of the ele6tion,(May 17, 
1^37) a petition was again prefented by ma- 
ny inhabitants of Bofton, which Vane would 
ha.ve had read previous to the choice. Win-r 
thropj who clearly faw that this was a cori- 

trivangg 
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trivance to throw all into confufion, and 
fpend the day in debate, that the eledioa 
might be prevented for that time, oppofed 
the reading of the petition until the election 
fhould be over. Vane and his party were 
ftrenuous, but Winthrop called to the peo- 
ple to divide, and the majority appeared for 
the eledion. Vane ftill refufed, till Win* 
throp faid they would proceed without him, 
which obliged him to fubmit. The election 
was carried in favour of Winthrop and his 
fnends. The ferjeants who had waited on 
Vane to the place of eIe<^ion, threw down 
their halberds, and refufed to attend the new- 
ly elected Governor ; he took no other no- 
tice of the affront, than to order his own Ser- 
vants to bear them before him, and when 
the people expreffed their refentment, he beg* 
ged them to overlook the matter. 

The town of Bofton being generally in 
favour of the new opinions, the Governor 
grew unpopular there, amd a law which was 
paffed in this year, of his reftoration to office, 
increafed their diflike. Many perfons who 
were fuppofed to favour thofe opinions were 
cxpedted from England, to prevent whofe fet- 
tlement in the country, the Court laid a pen- 
alty 
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alty on all who ihould entertain any ftran- 
g€rs, oi: allow them the ufe of any houfe, or 
lot, above three weeks, without liberty firft 
granted. This fevere order was fo Ul receiv. 
ed in Bofton, that on the Governor's return 
from the Court of Cambridge, they all refu- 
fed to go out to meet him, or Ihew him any 
token of refped. The other towns on this 
occafion increafed their refpe£l:;:toward^ him, 
and the, fame fummer, in a journey tp Ip- 
fwich he was guarded from town to town^ 
with more ceremony than he defired. 

The fame year a fynod was called to deter- 
mine on the controverted points, in which 
aflembly Winthrop, though he did not pre- 
fide, yet as head of the civil magiftracy, was 
obliged often to interpofe his authority, which 
he did with wlfdom and gravity, filencing 
paffionate and impertinent fpeakers, defiring 
that the divine oracles might be allowed to 
exprefs their own meaning, and be appealed 
to for a decifion of the controverfy ; and 
when he faw heat and paffion prevail in the 
aflembly, he Would adjourn it, that time might 
be allowed for cool confideration, by which 
prudent managementj the fynod came to an 
amicable agreement in condemning the er- 
rors 
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rors of the day. But the work was noi^ 
wholly done, untU the erroneous perfons were 
banifhed the Colony. This a£t of fcverity 
the Court thought neceflary for the peace of 
the Commonwealth. Toleration had not 
then been introduced into any of the proteft- 
ant countries, and even the wnfeft and beft 
men were afraid of it as the parent of all er- 
ror and mifchief. 

Some of the zealous opinionifts in the 
church of Bofton, would hare had the Et- 
ders proceed againft the Governor in the way 
of ecclefiaftical difcipline, for his aftivity in 
procuring the fentence of banifhment on their 
brethren. Upon this occafion in a well 
judged fpeech to the congregation, he told 
, them, that ** though in his private cap^city^ 
> it was his duty to fubmit tQ the cenftire of 
his brethren, ^ret he was not amenable tp * 
them for his' condudk as a magiftrate, even 
though it were unjuft. That in the pres- 
ent cafe, he had adked according to his cont- 
fcience and his oath, and by advice of the El^ 
ders of the Churchy and was fully fatisfied, 
that it would not have been confident with 
the public peace to have done otherwife.'' 
Thefe reafons fatisfied the uneafy br«:thren, 

and 



^ * W I N T H R O P; ss'i 

and his geiieral condefcending and obliging 
dleportment, fo reftored him to their affec- 
tions, that he was held in greater efteem 
ihan before ; as a proof of this, upon occa- 
lion of a lofs which he had fuftained in his 
temporal eftate, they made him a prefentj 
amounting to feveral hundred potinds. 

A warm difpute having arifen in the Gen- 
eral Court, concerning the negative voice of 
the Upper iioufe, the Governor publifhed his 
fentiments in writing, fome pafTages of which 
giving great offence, he took occafion at the 
next meeting of the GouA in a public fpeech^ 
to tell them " that, as to the matter of his 
writing, it was according to his judgment, 
which was not at hi^ own difpofal^ aiid that 
having examined it by the rules of reafon^ 
religion and cuftom, he faw no caufe to re- 
tradt it ; but as for the manner^ which was 
wholly his own, he was ready to acknowl- 
edge whatever was blameable. He faid^ 
that though what he wrote was on great prov- 
ocation, and to vindicate himfelf and oth- 
ers from unjufl afperfion, yet he ought not 
to have allowed a diftemper of fpirit, nor to 
have been fo free with the reputation of his 
brethren ; tbat he might have maintained 

his 
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his caufe without calling any refledion on 
them, and that he perceived an unbecoming 
pride and arrogancy in fome of his exprefc 
fions^ for which Jie defired forgivcnefs of 
God and 'man !'' By this condefcending 
fpirit, he greatly endeared himfelf to his 
friends, and his enemies were ajQiamed of 
their oppofition. 

He had not fo high an opinion of a dem^ 
Qcratical government as fome other gentle- 
men of equal wifdom and goodnefs; but 
plainly perceived a danger in *^ referring mat- 
ters of counfel and judicature to the body 
of the people;" and when thofe who had 
removed to Conne<9:icut, were about form- 
ing their government, he warned them of 
this danger in a friendly and faithful letter, 
wherein are thefe remarkable words : *' The 
beft part of a community is always th^leqfi^ 
and of that beft part the wifer is ftill lefs ; 
wherefore the old canon was, chufe ye out 
Judges, and thou Ihalt bring the . matter be- 
fore the Judge." 

In 1645, when he i>vas Deputy-Governor, 
a great difturbance was raifed by fome pe- 
titioners from Hingham, who complained, 
that the fundamental laws of England were 

not 
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ildt owned in the Coldiiy^ as the bafis of 
government ; that civil privileges were de- 
nied tci menj merely for not being members 
of the churches ; and, that they could riot 
enjoy divine ordinances, betatife they be- 
longed to the Church of Englapd. With 
thefe complaints, theiy petitioned for liberty 
of confcience ; or, if that could not be: grant- 
tdy fbr freedom from taxes and military fer- 
vices ; the petition concluded with a menace^ 
that in cafe bf a refufal, complaint Would be 
made to the Parliament of England. This 
petition gave much offence, arid the petition-* 
ers Were cited to Court, and fined as '* movers 
of fedition.'*- Winthrop Was a£tiv6 in their 
profecutiori ; but a party in the Houfe of 
Deputies was fo fbong in their faVour as to 
fcarry a vote, requiring hirti to anfwer for hi& 
condud in public ; the refult of which was^ 
that he was faoaburabl)^ acquitted. Then, 
refuming his feat, be took that opportunity 
publickly to declare his fentiments, on the 
queftioris concerning the authority of the 
magiftracyy and the liberty of the people* 
" Tou have called us (faid he) to office, but 
being called, we have our adthotity from 
GOD, it is the ordinance of GOD, and hath 

W w &e 
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the image of GOD ftamped on it ; and the 
contempt of it, hath been vindicated by 
GOD, with terrible examples of his ven- 
geance. When you choofe magiftrates, you 
take them from among yourfelves, men fub* 
jc<D: to the like paflions with yourfelves. If 
you fee our infirmities, refledt on your own, 
and you will not be fo fevere on ours. The 
covenant between us and you is, that we 
fhall govern you, and judge your caufes ac- 
cording to the laws of GOD* and our beft 
fkill. As for our Jkil/y you muft run the 
hazard of it ; and if there be an error, not in 
the will, but the fkill, it becomes you to 
bear it. Nor would I have you miftake in 
the point of your liberty. There is a liber- 
ty of corrupt mature ; which is inconfiftent 
with authority, impatient of reftralnt, the 
grand enemy of truth and peace, and all the 
ordinances of GOD are bent againft it. But 
there is a civil, moral, federal liberty, which 
is the proper end and object of authorlty,^ a 
liberty for that only which is JUST and 
GOOD. For this liberty you are to ftand 

with your lives-; and whatever crolTes it, is 

not 

* It muft be obferved, that the Mofaic law was at 
that time confidered as the general flandard, and moft of 
the laws of the Colony were founded on it. 
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not authority,' but a diftempcr thereof. This • 
libarty is maintained in a way of fubjediion 
to ?iuthority, and the authority fet: oyer you : 
will, in all adminftrations for your good^ be 
quietly fubmitted to by all, but fuch as have 
a difpofition to fhake.off the y^Ci. md ]ofe 
their liberty, by. murmuring at the^ honour 
and power of authority*** , ': r;. 

This kind of argument, was fi^uently 
urged by the fathers of New-England, in 
jtiftification of their feverity toward thofe 
who diffented from them. They maintained 
that all men had4iberty to do right, but no 
liberty to do wrong. However true this 
principle may be in point of morality, yet in 
matters of opinion, in modes of faith, wor- 
fhip, and ecclefiaftical order, the queftion 
18, who fhall be the judge of right and 
wrong ? and, it is too evident from their 
condudt, that they fuppofed the power of 
judging to be in thofe who were vefted with 
authority ; a principle deftru^ive of liberty 
of confcience, and the right of private judg- 
ment, and big with all the horrors of per-- 
fecution. The exercife of fuch authority 
they condemned in the high church party^ 
wha had opprefled tliem in England ; and 

yet» 
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yet, fuch is the frtUty of humap nature, they 
held the fame principles, and pia£dfed the 
fame oppreffions, on thofe who diffented 
from them. Wi^^^pp, before he left Eng^ 
land, was of a more catholic fpirit than feme 
of his brethriep ; after he had come to Amer« 
ica, he fell in with the reigning principle of 
intolerancy, which almpft all the Reformer^ 
unhappily retained aci a r^lic of the perfecur 
ting church, from which they h^ feparated j 
but as he adv^^c^d in life, he refuqpied |ii$ 
former moderation ; and in the time of his, 
laft ficknefs, when Dudley^ >he Deputy-Gov-r 
fgmor prefled him to fign an order for the 
banifhmept of a perfon who was deemed 
heterodox, he refufed, faying that ^* be had 
fione too much of that work already,*'. 

Having devoted the greateft part of hit: 
intereft to the fervice of the public, and fuf- 
fcred many lofles by accidents, and by leav- 
ing the management of his private afeirs to 
pnfaitbful fervants, whilft his whole time and 
Attention were employed in the public bufi-r 
nefs, his fortune was fo much impaired, tha^ 
fome years before bis death, he was obliged 
to fell the moft of his eftate for the paymen* 
of an accumulated debt. He alfo met with 
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pmch. afHldtioo m his f^tmlly^ having burie4 
three wives and fix cMkirenu Thefe troiu- 
hlesj j<»9.e4 ,tP the ppppfition and ill treats. 
m?nt which fee frequently c^t with kors^, 
foxne of the people^ fo preyed upon his na- 
ture j already much won^ by the toils and. 
hardfhips of planting ^ mlonj in a wilder^ 
nefs, that he perceived a decay of his facuU 
ties fevea years before he reached his grand 
climadlcric, and often fpoke of his approach* 
ing diifolution^ with a calm refignation to 
the will of Heaven. At lengthy when he 
had entered the fi^ty-third year of his age, 
a fever occafioned by a oold^ after one 
month's coafinenjent^ put aa end to his life 
pn the 26th of March, 1649- 

The ifland called Governor's Ifland, ia the 
l^arboiir of Boftcm, was granted to him, and 
ftill remains in. the pofTeffion of his defcend- 
^nts. His pifture is preferved in the fenate- 
chamber, with thofe of other ancient Govern- 
ors. The houfe in which he Uv^ d,^ remain- 
ed till 1775, when, witkmany other old 
wooden buildings, it was pulled down by the 
Britifti troops for fuel. He kept an exadl 
journal of the occurrences and tranfadtions in 
the Ck)lony during his refidence in it, This 

journal 
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journal was of great fervke to feveral hiftori*- 
ans, particularly Hubbard, Mather, and 
Prince. It is ftill in pofleffion of the Connefti- 
cut branch of lus family, ^d was publiflied at 
Hartford in 1790. It affords a more exaft and 
circumflantial detail of events within that pe- 
riod, than any compilation which has been or 
can be made from it ; the principles and 
conduct of this truly great * and good man, 
therein appear in the light in which he 
himfelf viewed them ; while his abilities for 
the arduous ftation which he held, the diflB- 
culties which he had to encounter, and his^ 
fidelity in bufinefs, are difplayed vdth that 
truth and juftice in which they ought ta 
appear. 

He had five fons living at his deceafe, alt 
of whom, notwithftanding the reduction of 
his fortune, acquired and poffefled large prop- 
erty, and were perfons of eminence. Many 
of his pofterity have borne refpeftable char- 
afters, and filled fome of the principal placea 
of truftand ufefiilnefs. 
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XXIX. JOHN \VINTtIROP, F. R. S. 
Governor of Connecticut. 

John WINTHROP, eUefl fon of 
Governor Winthrop, by his firft wife, was 
bom at Grotoh, in Suffolk, Feb. 12, 1605*. 
His fine genius was much improved by a 
liberal education, in the Univerfities of Cam- 
bridge and Dublin, and by travelling through 
liioft of the European kingdoms, as £ar as 
Turkey. He came to New-England with 
his father's family, Nov. 4, 1631 ; and 
though not above twenty-fix years of age, 
was, by the unanimous choice of the free- 
men, appointed a magiflrate of the Colony,. 

of which his father was Governor. He 
rendered many fcrvices to the country, both 
at home and abroad, particularly in the year 
1 634, when returning to England, he was, 
by flrefs of weather, forced into Ireland ; 
where, meeting with many influential per- 
fons, at the houfe of Sir John Clofworthy, 
he had an opportunity to promote the inter- 
eft of the Colony, by their means. 

The next year he came back to New- 
England, with powers from the Lords Say 
and Brooke, to fettle a plantation on Con- 

nedicut 
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iiefticiit riveri But fitidixxg that Ibrrie worthy " 
perfons froitL the Maflachufetts had already 
removed, and others wett about removing 
to make a fettlement on that river at Hart- 
ford and Weathersfield, he gave therii nof 
difturbance • but having made an amicable 
agreement with them, built a fort at the 
inouth of the river^ and furniflied it with thef 
artillery and ftores which had beeii fent over, , 
and began a town there, which, from the two 
Lords who had a principal fhare in tlie under-- 
taking, was called Saybrook. This fort kept 
the Indian* in awe, and proved a fecurity ttf 
the planters on the river- 

When thjBy had formed themfelves into a 
l>ody poihic, thiey honoured him with an 
de&ioA to the Magiftriacy, and ^erwar J 
chofe him Governor of the Colony^ At the 
reftoration of King Charles '11. he urid^ook 
a voyage to England, on the behalf of ^t 
peoipile, both of Connefticut anxl New-Haven j 
and, by his prtident addrefs, obtained from 
the King a charter, incorporating both Colo- 
nies into one, whh a grant of privileges, and 
powers of government, fuperior to any plan- 
tation which had then been fettled in Amer- 
ica. During this negociation, at a private 

conference 
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eonference wltb the J^ng^ he prefcuted his 

ma^e&y ^^^ ^ ^^Sp ^Uch King Charles L 
had ^vea to his gcandfather. Ifhis prefaocC 
rendered him very acceptable to the King, 
iand greatly j^iUated the huHnefs^ Tho 
peopl^i tit hb return^ exprdled their gratis 
tude to hin by: eleAing him to thfs office o£ 
Governor^ for fourteea yeara tc^ther, till 
his death. 

Mr. Winthvop^S; g^ius led him to philo^. 
fophical inquiries, and his opportunities for 
converiing with learned mcft abroad, fur- 
niflxed him with a rich variety of knowledge, 
particularly of the. mineral Ungdom ; and 
there are fome valuable communications of 
his in the philofophical tranfadtions, which 
procured him the honour of being ele£bed a 
Fellow of the Royal Society. He had alfo 
touch {kill ill the art of phyfic ; and gener- 
oufly diftributed many valuable medicines 
among the people, who conftantly applied 
to him whenever they had need, and were 
treated with a kindnefs thatliSid honour to 
their benefadtor. 

His many valuable qualities as a gentle- 
man, a Chriftian, a philofopher, and a public 
ruler, procured him the univerfal refpedt or 

X X the 
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the people under his government ; and his 
unwearied attention to the public bufinefs^ 
and great underftanding in the art of gov-* 
emment, was of unfpeakable advantage to 
them. Being one of the Commiflioners of 
the United Colonies of New-England, in 
the year 1676, in the height of th« firft 
general Indian war, as he was attending the 
fervice at Bofton, he fell fick of a fever, and 
died on the 5th of April,, in the ieventy-firft 
year of his age, and was honourably buried 
in the fame tomb with his excellent falhei.^ 

* Mattsusr's Magnatiar 
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XXX. GEORGE CALVERT, 1 lo.ds 

CECILIUS CALVERT,! Baltimore. 

LEONARD CALVERT. 

George CALVERT was defcend- 
cd from a noble family of Flanders, and 
born at Kipling in Yorkfhire, (1582.) He 
received his education at Trinity College, 
in Oxford, and after taking his Bachelor's 
degree, (1597) ^^^ivelled over the continent 
of Europe. At his return to England, in the 
beginning of the reign of James L he was 
taken into the office of Sir Robert Cecil, 
Secretary of State ; and when Sir Robert 
was advanced to be Lord High Treafurer, he 
retained Calvert in his fervice, and employed 
him in feveral weighty matters of State. 

By the intereft of Sir Robert, then* Earl 
of Salilbury, he was appointed one of the 
Clerks of the Council, and received the 
honour of knighthood ( 1 6 1 7 ;) and in the 
following year was made Secretary of State, 
in the room of Sir Thomas Lake. Con- 
ceiving the Duke of Buckingham to have 
been inftrumcntal of his preferment, he pre- 

fented 
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fented him with a jewel of great value ; but 
the Duke returned it, with a meflage that he 
owed his advancementT to his own merit and 
the good pleafure of hi^ Spvwign, who waa 
fully fenfible of it. His gre^t knowledge 
of public buifmeis, and his diligence and fideir 
ity in cctfidu£ting it, had rendered him very 
acceptable to the Rin^, who granted him a 
penfion of ^i,qoo out of the cuftpips. 

hi 1624, he confcientioufly became a 
Roman Catholic, and having freely owned 
his principles to the Kin^, refigned hi$ office. 
This ingenuous cpnfeffion fo aflfeCted the 
mind of James, that he not only continued 
him on the lift of Privy CounfeUors, but cre- 
ated him Baron pf Baltimore, in the county 
.of Longford in Ireland, 

Whiift he was Secretary of State and one 
of the Committee of Trade and Plantations, 
he obtained from the King, a patent for the 
fouth-eaftem peninfula of Newfoundland* 
which he named the Province pf Avalon j 
from Avalonius, a Mpnk, \^ho was fuppo/ed 
to have converted the Britifli King Lucius, 
and all his Court to Chriftianity ; in remem-^ 
brance of which event, the Abbey pf Glat 
tpnbury was founded at Avalon in Somerr 
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fetfhJre. Sir Oecxgc gave Kk Province this 
iiame, imagining it would be the firft pk« 
In NorthriWerica where the Gofpe} would 
»be preached.^ 

^t Ferryland, m his Province of Avalon, 
lie built a fine.houfe, and fpent ^25^000 in 
advancing his plantation, which he vifitcd 
twic^ in perfpn. But It was To aqnoyed by 
the Prench, that though he once repulfed and 
purfued their ffliips, ^md took fixty prifoners ^ 
yet, he found l^is Province fo much expofed 
to &cir irrfidts, and the trouble and expenfe 
ipf defen^lllg it fo very great, tliat he was 
obliged to abandon it, and be content with 
4he lois df what he had laid out, in «he im* 
jprovement of a territwy, the foil and di- 

mate oif which were eonfidered as unfavotnn 
able to his views, f 

Being ftill inclined to form a &tt}ement 
in America, whither he ijnight re^ with 
his family and friends, of ihe fame religious 
principles, he made a vifit to Virginia, the 
fertility and adi^antages of which had ^be^ 
highly celebrated; and in which he had 

been 

^ See Collier^s Didlionaryt and Elippis's Biog. Britt. 
article Calvert. Fuller's Worthies of England, 202. 
Camden's Britanniat 63. 

f Chaltnersy 2oi« 



366 CALVERT. 

been interefted, as one of the adventurers.* 
But the people there, being Proteftants of the 
Church of England, regarded him with a 
jealous eye, on account of his religion ; and 
by their unwelcome reception of him, he 
was difcouraged from fettling withia their 

j'urifdidtipn. 

In vifiting the bay of Chefapeak,, he obn 
feryed that the Virginians had eftablifhed 
trading houfes on fome of the iflands ; but 
that th^ey had not extended their plantations 
to the northward of the river Potowmack ; 
although the country there was eqjjjdly yalu^ 
able with that which they h^.d planted* 

When he returned to England, he appli^- 
edto King Charles L for the grant of a ter- 
jdtory northward of the Potowmack; and 

the King, who had as great an afFedtion for 
him as had his father James, readily com- 
plied with his requeft. But owing to the te^ 
dious forms of public bufinefs, before a par- 
tent could be completed and pafs the feals, 
J^prd Baltimore died at London on the 15th 
of April, 16.32, in the 51ft year of his. 
age. 

The 

* Smith, 1 30. Beverley, 46. 
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The charadlei* of this nobleman k thusi 
drawn.^ Though he was a Roman Catho- 
lic, he kept himfelf difengaged firora all inte- 
refts, behaving with fuch moderation and 
propriety, that all parties were pleafed with 
him, and none Cftmplained of himi He was 
a man of great good feirfe, hot obflinate in 
his opinions, taking i^ much pleafure in. 
hearing the fentiments of others as in deliv- 
ering hisr own* Whilft he was Secretary of 
State, he exatniiiied ail letters, and. carried. to 
the King every night an escadt and well dr-, 
gefted account of affairs. He agreed with.' 
Sir John Popham in the defign offorergit* 
plantations ; but differed in the manner. 6£- • 
executing it. Popham was for extirpating; 
the original inhabitants, Calvert was for civ-j; 
ilizing and converting them: The former' 
was for prefent profit j the latter for reafon- 
able expectation, and for employing Gov- 
ernors who were not interefted merchants^ 
but unconcerned gentlemen ; he was for 
granting liberties with caution, leaving every 
one to provide for himfelf by his own induC- 
try, and not to depend on a common inte- 
reft. He left fomething refpedting Amer- 
ica in writing, but it does not appear that it 
was ever printed. ^^ 

* Collier and Kippis, 
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After the deatU of Sir dsbrgej the pa£cfat 
Wasi again dbrawn iu the Mme of his eldeft ion 
Cecily Lord Baltimore^ and paflfed the ftabt 
on the 28th (of Junei 1632. The otiginal 
draught bdng in Latin^ the patentee is call-^ 
ed Ceeilius and the ctmntry ^^ 2Wtf Maria^ 
aliaSi Maryiadd,"* in htodur of Henrietta 
Maria, the Queeti coxifort of Charles Lf 

From thfe great preoifion of this Charter^ 
the poiAreraxVhich k giVet to the proprietor^ 
and. the privileges and ^emp^ohs which if! 
grants to the people^ it is evident th&t SvT 
Qeorge hiiiiielf was. the chief penman bf ik 
One omiffion wad foon ^(covered ; vb. pro^ 
viiioii. Was tilade^ thai the kWs fhaold bA 
tranfmittexl to the Sovcireigix for his apprQ&N 
tiod or diMbVirance. The Commi£io&ers t£ 
Trade and Plantations tnade a reprefentalknt 
of this^defeA to the Hpofe of Commons, in 

1633, 

* Hazardi L 327^ 

t Ogilbf (ph 183} &Lyt that a blank f^ras left for tlic 
name of the terntory, which Lord Baltiipore iixundod 
to have filled with Crefientia. Bat when the &ng alk- 
ed him for a name, he complaifantly referred it to his 
Maj^fly*s pUftfnte, who prpj^d the naftie of thd Queeiv 
to which hi$ Lordihip could not but confent. 

He alfo fays, that the fecond Lord Baltimore was chri/l- 
cned Cecil, in honour of his father's patron ; but was 
confirmed by the name of Ceeilius. (P. 1 84.) 
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1653, and an a^a of Parliament- was prbpofed 
as the only remedy.* 

The province of Maryland is thus defcrib- 
cd; All that part of a peninlula in America, 
lying between the ocean on die eaft, and the 
Bay of Chefapeak on the weft, and divided^ 
from the other part, by a right line drawn 
from Watkin's Point, in the aforefaid bay, on 
the weft, to the main ocean on the eaft* 
Thence to that part of Delaware Bay on the 
nordji, which liedi under tbefortittb degree of 
Horth latitude from die equinodtial, where 
New-England ends. Thence in a right line, 
by the degree aiforefaid, to the true meridian 
of the firft fountains df thrrivef Potowmack. 
Thence following the courfe^ of faid river 
to its mouth, where it falls into the Bay of 
Chefapeak. Thence on a right line, acrofs' 
the bay to Watldn's Point ; . vyith all the 
ifliands and iflets within thefe limits. 

This region was ereded.into aPrpvince; 
and the proprietor was invefted with palatine 
honours. In conjun^dion with th? freemen 
or their delegates he h^d legillative, and, in 
perfon, or by officers of his own appointn\ent, 
he had executive power§. . He had aTfo the 

Y Y advowfoa 

* Chalmers, 203. 
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advowfon of Churches, the eredibn of ma- 
nors, boroughs, cities and , ports, j faying the 
liberty of filhing and drying fifli whicji was 
declared common to all the King's fubjedks. 
The Charter provided, that if any doubts 
fliould arife concerning the fenfe of it, fucl^ 
an interpretation fhould be given as would 
be mgft favourable to the intereft of the pro- 
prietor. . 

. The territory is faid to be " In the. parts- 
of America not yet cultivated^ though inhabit- 
ed by a barbarous people," and it is provided^ 
that the Province " fhould not be holden or 
reputed as part of Virginia^ or of any other 
Colony, but immediately dependant on tfie 
Crown of England." Thefe claufes, togeth- 
er with the conftrudiion put on the fortieth 
degree of latitude, proved the ground of 
long and bitter contrcverfies, one of which 
was not clofcd till after the lapfe of a cen- 
tury. 

Twelve years before the date of the Char- 
ter, ( 1 620) John Porey, fometime Secretary 
of Virginia, who had failed into the northern 
part of the Bay of Chefapeak, reported that 
he found ** near one hundred Englifh peo- 
ple very happily fettled there, and engaged 

• • • . 

in 
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in a fiir trade with the natives.*^* In the 
year beforte the date of the Charter, (1631) 
King Charles had granted a licenfe under 
the privy feal of Scotland,' to Sir William' 
Alexander, proprietor of Nova-Scotia, and to 
William Cleybdrne, Coi!:afelIor and Secreta- 
ry of Virginia, to trade in thofe parts of 
America, for which there had not been a 
patent granted to others ; and fent an order 
to the Governor of Virginia to permit them 
freely to trade there. In confequence of 
which. Sir John Harvey and ' his Council, in 
the fame year, had granted to the faid Cley- 
borhe, a permiffion to fail and traiEc to the' 
** adjoining plantations of the Dutch, or to 
any Englifli plantation on the territory of 
America.""!" Asnothing is faid in thefe inftru- 
ments, of the Swedes, who firft planted the 
fliores of the Bay of Delaware, it has been in-^ 
ferred by the advocates of Baltimore, that 
they had not fettled there previous to the 
Charter of Maryland ; though the family of 
Penn infifted on it as a fadt, that the occupan- 
cy of the Swedes was prior to that period. 
In confequence of the licenfe given to Qey- 
borne, he and his aflbciates had made a fet- 

,.^- tlemerit 



y *» 



* Purchas, V. 1784. t Chateers, 227, 
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dement on the Me of Kent, far within the 
limits of Maryland } and claimed a monopoly 
of the trade in the Chefapeak. Thcfe peo^ 
pie, it is faid, fent Burgeffes to the L^ifl^ure 
of Virginia, and were confidered as fubjeA 
to its juriidi(fHon, before the efiiabliihment 
of Maryland. 

After receivii]^ the Charter, Lord Balti- 
more began to prepare for tha colle£dngt^ 
and tranfporting a Colony to America^ At 
firfl, he intended to go in perfon ; but after-* 
ward changed his mind, and appointed }m 
brother Leonard Calvert, Governor, Avith 
two Affiftants, Jeremy Hawley anid Thomas 
Comwallis. Thefe, with about two hundred 
perfons,* of good families and of the Riv 
man Catholic perfuafion„embarked ^t Cowet 
in the Ifle of Wight, on the twenty-fecond 
of November, 1633, and after a circuitous 

voyage 

* The names of die principal men of the Coloaly were, 

George Calvert, brother to the Proprietor and Governor. 

Richard Gerard, Henry G;reen, 

Edward Winter, Nicholas Pairiax, 

Frederick Winter, Thoma$ DorrcHji 

Henry Wifeman, John Medcalf, 

John Sanders, William Sayre, 

John Baxter, John Hill. 

Edward Cranfield, 

See Douglafs, IL 357. Chalmers, 207. Oldmixon, 
L 185* 
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voyage through the WefWndian iflarids, 
touching iirft at Barbadoes and then at St. 
Chriftopher's, they came tp anchor before 
Point Comfort, in Virginia, on the twenty- 
fourth of Febuxary, 1634 ; and,-going up to 
James-Town, delivered to Governor Harvey 
the letters which the King had written in 
their favoiu*. The Governor and his Coun- 
cil received them with that civility which 
was due to the command of their Sovereign ; 
but they refolved " to maintain the rights of 
the prior fettlement/' They afforded to 
the new Colony fupplies of provifion for 
domeftic ufe ; but xonfidered them as intru- 
ders on their territory, and as obftruding 
that traffic, from which they had derived and 
expected to derive much ad'ittntage. 

On the 3d of March, Calvert with his 
Colony proceeded in the Bay of Chefapeak, 
to the northward, and entered the Potow- 
mack, up which he failed twelve leagues, and 
came to anchor under an ifland, which he 
named St. Clement. Here he fired his can- 
non, eredted a crofs, and took pofleffion, " in 
the name of the Saviour c£ the world and 
the King of England." Thence he went 
with his pinnaces fifteen leagues higher to the 

Indian 
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Indian town of Potowmack, on the Virginian 
fide of the river, now called New-Marlbo- 
rough ; where he was received in a friendly 
manner by the Guardian Regent, the Prince 
of the country being a minor. Thence he 
failed twelve leagues farther, to the town of 
Pifcataway, on the Maryland fide ; where he 
found Henry Fleets an Englifhman, who had 
refided feveral years among the natives, and 
was held by them in great efteem. He pro- 
cured an interview between Galvert and the 
Werowance or Lord of the place, and ofiicia** 
ted as their interpreter. Calvert, determin- 
ing to purfiie a courfe of condu£t founded 
on pacific and honourable intentions, afked 
the Werowance, whether he was willing 
that he and h* people ftiould fettle in lus 
country. His anfwer was fhort and pru- 
dent : " I will not bid you to go, nor to ftay j 
but you may ufe your ow;n difcretion.'** 
This interview was held on board the Gov- 
ernor's pinnace j the natives on the fhore 
crowded to the water's edge, to look after 
their Sovereign, and were not fatisfied of 
his fafety, till he flood up and fliowed him- 
felf to them. 

Having 
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Having made this difcovery of the river, and 
convinced the natives that his defigns were 
amicable, the Governbrj not thinking it ad- 
vifeable to make his firft fettlement, fo high 
up the river, failed down to the fhips, taking 
Flefet with him for a guide* The natives, 
who, when they firft faw the fhips and. heard 
the guns^ had fled from St. Clement's Ifland 
anH its neighbourhood, returned to their hab- 
itations, arid feemed to repofe confidence in 
their new friends; but this was not deemed 
i proper ftation. Under the condu<St o£ 
Fleets the Governor vifited a cfeek on the 
northern fide of the Potowmack, about four 
leagues from its mouth, where was an Indian, 
village^ furrounded by corn^-fields, and called 
Yoacomaco* Calvert went on fhore, and 
acquainted the Prince of the place with his 
intention j who was rather feferved in his an-^: 
fwer, but entertained him in a friendly man-* 
ner, and gave him a lodging in his own bed. 

" On the next day, he fhowed Calvert the 
doUntry; which pleafed him fo well, that 
he determined there to fix his abode ; and 
treated with the Prince about purchafing 
the place. Calvert prefented him and his 
principal men with Englifh cloth, axes, hoes 

and 
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and knives ; and they confented that thm 
new friends (hould refide in one part <^tbei(: 
town, and themfelves in the other part, tUt 
Ac next harveft ; when they promifed td 
quit the place, and refign^ it wholly to tbei&r 
Both parties entered into a contract to-Hve 
together in a friendly manner j ot, if any 
injury fhouldbe done, on either fide,^ the 
offending party fhould make i^^sfa^klocu 
Calvert having given them what he deemed 
a valuable coniideration, with which theyr 
appeared : to be content, they rea&ly quittedl 
a number of their houfes and retir^to- die 
others ; and, it being the feafoxL for^ planb* 
ing, both parties we^t to work; Thus on 
the 2.7th of Mareh, 1634, the EngUfh Colo- 
ny: took peaceable poflfeffioa of the Gaontrf 
of Maryland ; and gaxer: to the towtt: tJic 
name of St Maryi. and ttzr ther icreek^ on 
which it was fituate, the name, of St. Georgei 

The dcfire of qfuicjiiog.thje; AaliYC3r by ffSf^ 
ing them; a r^ona^l^le and fa^fa^t^ry cpm« 
penfaUQu, fojj their lands^, i^ia* trait ia the. 
charaAer oi< the^ fki^ plan;tei»j wh^hr will al« 
ways do. Jhpnour to dieir mempry. 

It was a fortunate circumftance for^ thefci 
adventurexs,. that, pee vious ; ta their anivaliB 

the 




the Indira 6f Yoacomkco, had tefibhrtd tor 
q«k thdr cbixiitrf, ahd i^etire: to the weft^ 
li^rd, that th*y- tAight be free ftom ili«i 
incurflons of the Sufquehatiddb/di potirerfidk 
koA warlike nation^ refi(fing betWebn the 
Bays df Ch^fapeak and Delaware, Who fre^-' 
quehtijr ihtadcd theifl, and cartied off Aeiif 
]f)rdfvirions and WOitldb« Some had zOtixaSlj' 
remotied, aiid the others wete (>tej[>a]ing to^ 
follow, but were encouraged to femain 
another fealbti, by the prefettc^^ of the Eng- 
Kflii They lived on fiiendly terms vAtSti the 
Cdeny j the niefi a^fted therii in hunting 
aiid fifhing; the wbmert taught thetii td' 
manage the pfeiitirig aiid cUlttif e df tornv atid 
tiSe making it into breid*a&d -they Were 
compenratcd f6i* theii^ labour afid kindnefe in 
• fiicfr tools and trinkets -as were' pleifiiig to 
them* Acebrdirlg to their proffilfe?,' they 
quitted the jplace wholty^ inthefbllonving 
y^ar,'andthe Golbny had full and quiet pof- 
fqfli6nrf 

At'his firft fettleihcfftt in this plaeei Calvert 
ercft^ k hotife, arid irionttted a feu^ fcrthe 
fecurity of his people anid ftoifes. fli^ Was, 
foori arfteTj vifitedi by Sit John Harvey and 
by feVeral of the IndiaA Princes. At an en-^ 

Z z tertainment 
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tertainrtient 6 A board one of the fliips^^ tjife 
Werowance of Patuxent was feated betweea 
the Governor of Virginia and the Governor 
of Maryland* One of his o w tt fubje^ com^^ 
ing on boardand feeing bis Sovereign in that 
fituatHstiy ftarted wkh furpriz^, thinking hkn 
a prifbnqr^ as^he had Ifpex^j once before, to 
the Virginians. The Prince yofe from the 
table,^ and fatisfied the Indian that he was 
fafe; which prevented his afFe£tionate fub^ 
jeib froni kaping into the water,, as he had 
attenrptedi. This Werowance was fo much 
pleafed with the condufdl of Galvert and his 
people, that after m^ny other complimentsl:^ 
feid to them, at p^rting^ " I love the Engliih 
iD wcll^ that if I knew they would kill me^ 
i would command my people not to revenge, 
my death ;^ becaufe I am furCy- they would 
not killr itte, but through my own fault.** 

The Colony had brought with theni Erig-» 
Hfll meat ; but they found Indian corn iot 
great plenty, both at Barbadoes and Vir- 
^nia ; and by the Aext . fpring, they were 
able to export one thoufand bufhels to New- 
England and Newfoundland } for which they 
received dried fifh and other provifions in 
return. Th^y pixKured catde, fwine and 

poultry 



poultry froin> Virginia.. They irtere yf ry in^ « 
duflxiou^ ift~ building haufeskiiibnia^ 
deiis ; in which they fowed th^ fiedB of ,£«*•. 
ropean efcule^ v^^ables ;' ^^ai^dv hadi th^. 
j^Ieafure- of feeihg^them cbAi^to^Hiigh porfecii 
tion. : They fuffered-iftlich^ifif their '>^hea)[th' 
by the ^ver aaU* igiie; Iwi^^ bf' theiH' 

died ; but when the furyiyprs were fcafoned 
to the climate, and had learned the ufe gf in-» 
digenous medurinal remedies, they enjoyed 
their health much better. iThe country h^d 
fo njiany natural advantages, that it loon be-* 
came populous^ Many Roman Citholic 
families from England reforted thither, and 
the proprietor, with a degree of wifdom and 
generofity, then unparalleled but in Holland, 
after having eftablilhed the Chriftian religion 
upon the footing of comrnon law, granted 
liberty of confcience and equal privileges to 
Chriftians of every deaomination. With 
this eflential benefit, was conne<3:ed fecurity 
pf property ; lands were given in lots of fifty 
acres, to every emigr^i^nt, in abfolute fee lim^ 
pie. Under fuch advantages the people 
thought themfelves fo happy, that in an early 
period of their Colonial exiftence, they la 
return granted tp the proprietor a. fubfidy of 

^ fifteen 
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6fi£ea pounds oftxAacco, on arexy poUy^f^iw 
ateftiiDan^ qC.^ieir gratitude for his gre^t 
duuqge «nd ibUdtiide, in ouuntainitig lb4 
jgovem^ent^ ;in protei^g ibt ijaliabk^M^ 
in thetr ri^tfa^ ax^ for iffimburfing hig y^ 
^jcpeiiTe t ' . ^hich duijing the two firft ye^ft 
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"WlLIvIAM PENN, the founder of 
Fetmfylvama, was the graadfon of Captain 
Giles Penn, an Englffh Conful m ilhe Medi- 
terranean ; and the fon of Sir "William Penn, 
an Admiral of the Engltfh navy, in the 
Ptotcftorate of Cromwell, and in the reign 
of Cftiaries II, in ^which oflSces he rendered 
very important fetvices to the nation, partic- 
uiarly by the conqueft of Jamaica from the 
Spaniards, and in a naval vi£lory over the 
Dutch, William v^as bom 0£lober 14, 
1644, in the parilh of St. CalJierine, near 
Ae tower of London, educated at Chigwell, 
in EfTex, and at a private fchool in London ; 
jmd in the fifteenth year of his age entered 
38 a fiudent aiid gentleman commotier of 
Chrift^Caiurdi College in Oxford- 

EGs genius was bright ; his difpofitibn 
ibber and^ftudious^; ^nd being poflefled of b, 
lively imagination and a warm heart, the 
firft turn of his mind toward religious fufa- 
jeds, if^as attended with circumftances bor- 
dering on enthufiafitt. Having received 
ms iirft iinprcffiptts jBrom the preaching cf 

Thomas 
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Thomas Loe, an itinerant Quaker, he con-* 
ceived a favourable opinion of the fiight$ 
and refiniements of that rifing fedl:^ which 
led hii»> while at the yn|verfityj in <;on-^ 
junction with fome olher ftudents^ to with^ 
draw from the eftablifhcd worfhip, and hold 
a private meeting, where they preached an4 
prayed in their own way. The difcipliqe 
of the Uniyerfity being very ftri£t in fuch 
matters, he was fined fpr the Jin of npn^ 
conformity ; this ferved to fisf hiiQ more 
6rmly in his principles and Ixabita, and ex^ 
pofed his fingularity more openly to ^t 
world. Hi? ?ondad being then deemed 
obftinate, he was, in the fixtee^th.year of 
his age, expelled as an incorrigible ofien4er 
againil the laws of uniformity. 

Ox\ his return home, he found his.fathei; 
highly incenfed j^gainft him. Af neither 
remonftranees, nor . threatnings, Xi^ blovfs^ 
could diveft him of l^is religious attachngteats, 
he was, for a while,^ turned out of tl^e houic j 
but by the influence of his mother he was i^ 
far reftored to favour as to he fent to Frafice, 
in company with feme p^rfons of <jualilyj^ 
with a view to unbend his mind, and refine; 
his manners. Here he learned the language 

of 
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of the country, and acquired fuch a polite 
and courtly behaviour, that his father^ after 
two years abfenee, received him with jpy^ 
topkig that the ohje£k of hife wiflifes wasi 
attained* He was then admitted into Lin- 
coln's Inn, where he ftudied law till the 
plague broke out in 1665, when he return- 
ed to his father's hoiife* 

About this lime ( 1 666) the King's coffers 
being low^ and claims for unrewarded fer- 
vices being importunate, grants were fre- 
quently made of lands in Ireland j and the 
merits of Sir William Penh being not the 
leaft confpicuous, he received a valuable 
cftate in the county of Cork, and committed 
the management of it to his fon, then in thtf 
twenty-^-fecbnd year of his age. Here hd 
met with his old friend Loe^ and immediately 
attached himfelf to the fociety of Quakers, 
though at that time they were fubjeS to 
fevere perfecution. This might have ope- 
rated as a difcouragement to a young gentle^ 
tnan of fueh quality and exjpe£tations^ e^- 
cially asi he expofed himfelf thereby to the 
I'enew^d difpleafiire of a parent who loved 
him^ had not the integrity and fervor of his 
tmnd induced bim to facrilice all worldlj 

confidenitions 
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isofifideratkms t6 the 4iaate$ of Ui^ 
feiefice^ 

it wis not long before ht v^sa aippt^ 
bted^ at a religious ^^ cdnventUle^'\2tadi ^tti^ 
eighteen others, comffiiatted tb piifoh hy th^ 
Mayor of Cork; but upon his Imtiiig a 
handfom^ addrefs to the Eiwri bf Orrisry^ 
Lord Prefiderit of Munfter, In whifeh he Verf 
fcnfibly pleaded fot liberty of cOnfdiilce^ 
and ptofbfied his.defixe; of a peaceable^ and 
his abhorrence of a tnmultiiavLs and di&e^ 
ipedtful feparation £rom the ellablifhed wor-^ 
flaip^ he was difcharged. This ffccond &Tckd 
of perfecutioft engaged him nuc^e dofely td 
the Quakers : He aflbd^ited opthty Hifiih 
them, ^nd bore^ wkh calmnefs and patienc^^ 
the cnid abnfo \dWch; was liberally »bcftew^ 
ed oii that fingular party* 

His father bdng informed of his candud^ 
remanded him home; and though tio^ 
William's age forbad his trying, the fofc^ of 
thiart: fpecies^ of difcipfine^io whl$illy 9fi[ a aaval 
coqamander^ he had been accttftomtd; yot hef 
plied him with tfaofd axgmni^«; lii^kli: it 
WajS natural for a man of the wcdW' lo^ ufe^ 
and which| to fuch an 6ne, would haT$ beeti 
prevailing. The p^inpip^i one w» a tljreat-' 
.■^^ •.: >: ning^ 



ting tpdiTmherit him ; arid to thk he hum- 
bly fuhmitted, though he could by uo means 
be perfuaded to take off his hat in prefence 
ipf the King, the Duke of York, or his father, 
for this inflexibility be was again turned 
out of doors ; Upon which he commenced 
an itinerant preacher^ and had much fucceCs 
in making profelytes. . In thefe exciirfions, 
the oppofition which he met with from the 
clergy and the magifjbracy, frequently brought 
him into diffieultieSj and fonietimes to im- 
prifonmetit j but his iategrity was fo itianv- 
feft, and his patience fo invincible^ thait his 
father^ at length, became foftened toward 
him, and not only exerted his intereft to re- 
leafe him front confinement j but winked at 
his return to the fatmily 1A?^henever it fuited 
his contenieilcy. His mother was always 
his friend, and often fupplied his neceffities 
t^ithout the knowledge of the father. 

In the year ;i668, he commenced author j 
and, having written a book, entitkd "The 
fandy foundation fhakcn,'* which gave great 
offence to the fpiritual lords, he was imprii^ 
oned in the tower, and the vifits of his 
friends wete forbidden. But his adverfaric8 
found him proof againft all their efforts ta 

A A a fubdu^ 
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Aibdue him ; for a meflage being brought ttf 
him by the Bifhop of London, that he muf^ 
either publickly recant, or die a prifoner, hig 
anfwer was, " My prifon Ihali be my grave. 
I owe my confcience to no man. They are 
miftaken in me ; I value not their threats* 
They Ihall know that I can weary out their 
malice, and baffle all their defigns, by the 
fpirit of patience." During this confine- 
ment he wrote his famous book, " No Crofs, 
no Crown ;" and another, " Iimoceiity with 
her open face," in which h6' explained and 
vindicated the principles which he had ad-J 
vanced in- the book for which he was im- 
prifoned-. This, witfh a fetter which he 
wrote to Lord Arlington, Secretary ofStatCy 
aided by th« intereft which his father had 
at Court, prociired his releafe, after feven 
months' confinement 

Soon after this, he made another tifit to 
Ireland, to fettle his father's concerns, in 
which he exerted himfelf with great induA 
try and fuccefs. Here he conftantly appear- 
ed at the meetings of the Quakers,- and not 
only officiated as a preacher, but ufed his 
intereft with the Lord Lieutenant, and oth- 
ers of the nobility, to procure indulgence 

for 



P E KT N. 387 

|br them, and get fome of them relpafe4 
Jfrpm their imprifopment. 

In 1 670, an a6t of Parliament was made, 
which prohibited the ijaeetings of Diffenters, 
under fevere penalties. The Quakers being 
forcibly debarred entering their meeting- 
houfe in Grace-Church ftreet, London, af- 
fembled before it in the ftreet, where Penn 
preached to a numjerous concourfe ; ^nd be- 
ing, apprehended on the fpot, by a warrant 
from the Lord Mayor, was committed to 
Newgate, and, at the next feffion, took his 
trial at th? Old Bailey, where he pleaded his 
own caufe with the freedom, of an Englifh- 
man and the magnanimity of a hero^ The 
jury at firft brought in their verdid, " guil- 
ty oifpeaktng in Grace-Church ftreet ;" but 
this being unfatisfadtory to the Court, they 
yrere detained all night, and the ne^^t day 
returned their verdift "not guilty/' The 
Court were highly incenfed againft them, 
fined them forty marks each, and imprifon-r 
ed them along with Penn, till their fines and 
fees were paid. An unlucky expreffion 
which dropped from the Recorder on this 
tjial, rendered the caufe of the Quakers pop-r 
ular, and their perfecntor^ odious : " It will 

pever 
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hever be well with lis,'' feid the iftfaihcytrs 
Sir Joha Howel, ^till fomethirig like the 
Spanifh inquifition be eftabliftied in Eng- 
land.'' The triumph of Penn waa complete : 
being acquitted by his pi&tSy he was l^elea%I 
from prifon, on the payment of his fees, ian^ 
returned to the zealoiib exercife of his min-i 
iftry. 

His conduct undar this profecutitin did 
him great honour. His father becaihe 
perfe^ly reconciled to him, and foon a& 
ter died,* leaving his paternal bleffing an4 
a plentiful eftate. This accelflon of fdtttm^ 
inade no alteration in his manners or habits : 
He continued to preach, to write, and to travr 
el as before ; and, within a few mdntf^ af^ 
terwards, was taken up again for preaching 
in the ftreet, and carried to the towef ; frpiii 
whence, after a long Examination, he Was 

fcnt 

* The dying advice of his father to him defertes toi 

be remembered. " Three things I commend to you. i . 

Let nothing tempt you to wrong your confcience : ffyou 

keep peace at home, it will be a feaft to you in a day of 

trouble. 2. Whatever ypu defig^ to do, lay it juftly^ 

and time it feafonably ; for that gives fecurity and dif- 

patch. 3. Be not troubled kt' difappointmeiits : if they 

may be recovered, do it ; if not, trouble is vain.— Tbefe 

rules vill carry you with fi^mnefs and comfort through 

this incouftant world." 

No Crofi, no Crown, 2d ed. 
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fent to Newgate, and being difcharged with*- 
put any trial, at tbe pid of nine months, he 
went over to Holland and Germany, where 
be continued travelling and preadbing, till 
the King publifhedhis declaration of induk 
geaice to tender .confciences ; upon which 
he returned to England, married a daughter 
of Sir William Springet, and fettled at Rick* 
manfworth, in Hertfordfhire j where he purf- 
fued his ftqdies, and multiplied his contrpver- 
fial writings fot about five years^ 

In 1^77^ he " had a drawing" to tontw 
his travels in Holland and Germany, in com*- 
pauy with Fox, Barclay, Keith, and feveral 
others of his btethren. Th6 inducement to 
this journey wais the candid reception which 
had been given by divines, and other learn- 
ed men in Germany, to the fentiments of 
every well-meaning preacher who diflented 
from the Church of Rome. In the courfe 
of thefe travels they fettled the order of 
Church government, difcipline, correfpond- 
ence, and rtiarriage* among their friends in 

Holland ; 

* It may not be amifs here to introduce an cxtraift 
from Mr. Penn's journal containing the fentiments of the 
Quakers concerning marriage, " Ariifterdam, the 3d of 
jli'C 6th month, 1677. ^ fcruple concerning the law of 

the' 
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Holland ; difperfed their books among all 
forts of people who were inclined to receive 
them ; vifited many perfons of diftindtion, 
and wrote letters to others, particularly to 
the King of Poland and the Eledtor Palatine, 
They were received very courteoufly hy the 
Princefs Elizabeth, grand-daughtpr of King 
James I. then refident at Herwerden, who, 
though not perfedtly initiated into the myt 
tery of *'the holy filence," yet had been 
brought to a ^' waiting frame," and admitted 
them to feveral private meetings and confer- 
ences in her apartments, in company with 
the Countefs of Homes, and other ladies, her 
attendants ; and afterwards kept up a cor- 
refpondence with Mr. Penn till her death. 

the magi Urate about marriage, being propofed and dif- 
courfed of in the fear of God, among friends, at a feleft 
meeting, it was the univerfal and unanimous fenfe of 
friends, that joining in marriage is the work of the Lord 
only, and not of prieft or magiflrate. It is God's ordi- 
nance, and not man's. It was God's work before the 
fall, and it is God's work in the reftpration. We marry 
none ; it is the Lord's work, and we are but witneffes. 
But if a friend have a defire that the magiftrate fhould 
know it before the marriage be concluded, fie may pub- 
lifh the fame (after the thing hath by friends been found 
clear) and after the marriage is performed in a public- 
meeting of friends and others, may carry a copy of the 

certificate to the magi ftrates, that, if theypleafe, they may 
regiftcr it." 
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Oil his return to England, he found his 
friends fuffering by the operation of a law 
made againft Papifts, the edge of which wa^ 
unjuftly turned againft them. The law re- 
quired a certain oath to be tendef ed to thofe 
who were fufpedtcd of Popery j and becaufe 
the Quakers denied the lawfulnefs of oaths, in 
any cafe whatever, they were obliged to bear 
the penalty annexed to the refufal of this oath^ 
which was no lefs than a fine of twenty 
pounds per month, or two-thirds of their ef- 
tate. By Penn's advice they petitioned the 
Parliament for redrefs of this grievance, and, 
after explaining tHb reafon of their dedlin- 
ing the oath, offered to give their word to 
the fame purport, and to fubmit to the penal- 
ty, " if they fliould be found faulty." Penn 
had a hearing before a committee of Parlia- 
ment, when he pleaded the caufe of his 
friends and of himfelf, in a fenlible, decent, 
convincing manner ; and what he faid had 
fo much weight, that the committee agreed 
to infert in a bill, then pending^ a provifo 
for their relief The bill paffed the Com- 
mons, but before it could be got through the 
Houfe of Lords, it was loft by a fudden pro-' 
rogation of Parliament. 

We 
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We have hitherto viewed Mr, Penii a* * 
Chriftian and a preacher f and he appears id 
have been honeft^ zealous, patient aiad iadufi 
trioiis in the concerris of religion. , His eImI^ 
ities and hi8 literary acqmrcments wfere cm- 
inently ferviccable to the fraternity with 
which he was cdnne£ted ; and it Was owning 
to his exertions, in conjua<9i:i6n with Barday 
and Keith, that they were formdd into ordtr^ 
and that a regular correfpondefice and dlici^^ 
pline were cftabliflied among the fevcfai fo- 
cieties of them difperfed iii £urcj>e atuS 
America. His writings ferved to give the 
world a more juft and favourable idea of their 
principles, than could be had from the ha- 
rangues of yTlliterate preachers, or fhe rhap^ 
fodies of enthufiaftic writers ; while his fam-^ 
ily arid fortune procured for them a degree 
of refpeftability at home and abroad. His 
eontroverfial writings are modeft, candid and 
pcrfuafive. His hook^ entitled " The ChriA 
tian Quaker,'' is a ferifible vindication of thtf 
doiSrine of Univerfal Saving Light.- His 
ftyle is clear and perfpicuous ; and though 
he does not affedt fo much fcholaftic fubtiky 
in his argumentation as his friend Barclayy 
yet he is by no means inferior to him m fo-" 

lidity 
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lidity of reafoning. His charafter is thus 
drawn by the editor of his works : " Our 
worthy friend, William Penn, was known 
to be a man of great abilities 5 of an excel- 
lent fweetnefs of difpofition; of quick thought 
and ready utterance; full of love, without 
diffimulation ; as extenfive in charity as 
eomprehenfive in knowledge ; fo ready to 
forgive enemies, that the ungrateful were 
not excepted. He was learned without van- 
ity ; apt without forwardnefs j facetious in 
converfation, yet weighty and ferious ; of an 
extraordinary greatnefs of mind, yet void of 
the ilain of ambition. 

We fhall now view him in the charadter 
of a LEGISLATOR, in which refpedt his 
learning, his fufFerings, his acquaintance 
with mankind, and his genuine liberality, 
were of great \ife to him. Among his va- 
rious ftudies, he had not omitted to acquaint 
himfelf with the principles of law and gov- 
ernment ; and he had more efpecial induce- 
ments to this, from the profecutions and 
arrefts which he frequently fufFered, into the 
legality of which it was natural for him to 
inquire. He had obferved in his travels 
abroad, as well as in his acquaintance at 

B B b hoaie. 
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home, the workings of arbitrary power, an<i 
the mifchiefs of ufurpation ; tnd he had ftud- 
ied the whole controveify between rfegal 
and popular claims : the refult of which was, 
that government miift be founded iri juftice, 
and exereifed with moderation. One o? 
his maxims was, that " the people being the 
wije-politic of the prince, is better managed 
by wifdom thatn ruled l>y force/' His own 
feelings, as wdl as refledtions, led him to 
adopt the moft liberal idea of toleration. 
Freedom of profefliort and inquiry, and a 
total abhorrence of perfecutioh for confciencc 
fake, were his darling principles ; and it is a 
lingular circumftance in the hiftory of man- 
kind, that Divine Providence fhotifid give to 
fuch a man as Williani Penn an Opportunitjf 
to make a fair and conjijient experiment of 
f hefc excellent maxims, by effabliftiing a Col- 
ony in^ America, on the ftioft liberal princi- 
ples of toleration, at a: time, when the poli- 
cy 6f the oldeft Nations in Europe were in- 
efFedually employed in endeavouring to re- 
duce the adtive minds of men to a flftoft ab^-' 
furd Uniformity in articles of faith and tnode^ 

of worfhip* 

It 
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It has beett obferved that his father, Sir 
William Peoria h^td merited much by his fer-^ 
vices in the Englifh navy. There were alfo 
certain debts due to him from the Grown, at 
the time of his death, v^hich the royal treaf? 
ures were poorly able to difcharge. His 
fon, after much fblicitation,' found no prof-r 
pedk of getting his due, in thfe common mode 
of payment, and therefore turned his thoughts 
toward obtaining a grant of land in America, 
on which he might ipake the experiment of 
fettling a Colony, and eftablilhing a govern- 
ment fuited to his own principles and views^ 

Mr. Penn- had been concerned with fev- 
eral other Quakers in purchafing of Lord 
Berkeley, his patent of Weft-Jerfcy, to make 
a fettlement Soy their perfecuted brethren in 
England, many of whom tranfported them-, 
felves thither, in hope of an ej^emptiqn froni 
the troubles which they had endured, from 
the execution of the penal laws againft Dif-. 
fenters. Bvit they found themfelves fubjeft 
to the arbitrary impofitions of Sir Edmund 
Andros, who governed the Duke of York's 
territory, and exercifed jurifdidion over all 
the fettlements on both fides the Delaware. 
P^nn and his affociates remonftrated againf| 

his 
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his cqndua, but their efforts proved ificffedr 
uai. However, the concern which Penn had 
in this purchafe gave him not only a taftc 
for fpeculating in landed intereft, but a 
knowledge of the middle region of the A- 
merican coafts ; and being defirpus of ac- 
quiring a feparate eftate, where he might re- 
alize his fanguine wiflies, he had great 
advantage in making inquiry and determia- 
ing on a place. 

Having examined all the former grants ta 
the companies of Virginia and New-Eng- 
land, the Lord Baltimore and the Duke of 
York, he fixed upon a territory bounded oq 
the eaft by the bay and river of Delaware, 
extending fouthward to Lord Baltimore's 
province of Maryland, weftward as far as 
the weftern extent of Maryland, and north- 
ward " as far as plantable.*' For this he pe- 
titioned the King ; and being examined be- 
fore the Privy Council, on the 14th of June, 
concerning of thofe words of his petition 
> " as far as plantable," he declared, ^* that he 
fhould be fatisfied with the extent of three 
degrees of latitude \ and that in lieu of fuch ' 
a grant, he was willing to remit his debt 
from the crown, or fome part of it, and to 

ftay 
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ftay for the remainder, till his Majefty fhould 
be in a better condition to fatisfy it," 

Notice of this application was given to 
the agents of the Duke of York and Lord 
Baltimore, and inquiry was made, how far 
the pretenfions of Penn might confift with 
the grants already made to them. . The pe- 
ninfula between the bays of Cheafpeak and 
Delaware had been planted by detached 
companies of Swedes, Finlanders, Dutch, 
and Englifh. It was, firft by force, and af- 
terwards by treaty, brought under the do- 
minion of the Grown of England. That 
part of it which bordered on the Delaware 
was within the Duke of York's patent, while 
that which joined on the Cheafpeak was 
within the grant to Lord Baltimore. 

The Duke's agent confented that Penn 
fhould have the land weft of Delaware and 
north of Newcaftle, " in conlideration of the 
reafon he had to tx^tOifavour from his Maj- 
efty." Lord Baltimore's agent petitioned 
that Penn's grant might be exprefled to lie 
north of Sufquehannah fort, and of a line 
drawn eaft and weft from it, and that he 
might not be allowed to fell arms and am- 
munition 
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munition to the Indians. To t]^efe reftric-* 
tions Peiln hid no objeaion* 

The draught of a charter being prepared, 
it was fubmitted to Lord Chief Juftice North, 
who was ordered to provide: by fit claufea 
for the intereft of the King and the encour- 
agement of the planters. While it was un^ 
der confideration, the Bifhop of London pe- 
titioned tl^at Penn might be obliged by his 
patent to admit a Chaplain pf his Lordihip's 
appointment, at the requeft of any number 
of the planters. The giving a n^e %o th^ 
province was left to the King. 

The Charter, confiding of twentyi-three 
feftions, •' penned with all the appearance of 
candour and fimplicHy/' was figned and feal- 
ed by King Charles II, on the 4th of M^rcb^ 
168 1. It confiitutes William Penn, and 
his heirs, true and abfolute proprietaries of 
the Province of Pennsylvania, faving to 
the crown their alle^ance and the fovereign- 
ty. It gives him, his heirs and their dep- 
uties, power to make laws ^* for th© good 
and happy government of the countiy," by 
advice of the freemen, and to ereiSt courts of 
juftice for the execution of thofe laws, pro^ 
vided they be not repugnant to the laws of 

England, 



P E N Ni 399 

England. For the (encouragement of plant- 
ers, they were to enjoy the privileges of Eng- 
iifh fubjeds, paying the fatnct duties in trade ; 
and lib taxes were to be kyied on theih, but 
by their own AffembUes^ or by ads of Par- 
liament. With refpe<St to religion, ho more 
is faid thdh what the Bifhop of London had 
fuggefted, that if twenty inhabitants ftiould 
defire a preachet of his Lordfliip's approba- 
tion, he ifhoiild be allowed ;to refide in the 
Provincei This was perfectly agreeable to 
Mi;. Penn'fi profeffed principles of liberty of 
confcience ; but it may fcSm rather extraor- 
dinary that this diftinguifhed leader of a feft^ 
who ib pointedly denied the lawftilnefs bi 
War, fhould aceept the powers given him iii 
the Sixteenth article of the charter, ** to levy^ 
mufter and train all forts of' men ; to purfue 
and vanquifli enemies ; to take and put them 
to death by the laws of war ; and to do ev- 
ery thing which helongeth to the oflBce of 
Captain-General in an army." Mn 
JPenn, for reafons of State, might find it con- 
venient that he and his heirs fhould be thud 
invefted with the power of the fword, thoiigh 
it was inipoffible for him or them to exercife 
it, without firft apoftatizing from their re- 
ligious profeflion. 

The 
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The Charter being thus obtsdned, he found 
himfelf authorized to agree with fuch perfons 
as were difpbfed to be adventurers to his new 
Province. By a public advertifement, he in- 
vited purchafers, and defcribed the country, 
with a difplay of the advantages which 
might be expedted from a fettlemetit in it. 
This induced many fmgle perfons, and fomc 
families, chiefly of the denomination of Qua- 
kers, to think of a removal; A number of 
merchants atid others formed themfelves in- 
to a company, fot the fake of encouraging 
the fettlement and trade of the country, and 
purchafed twenty thoufand acres of his land* 
They had a Prefident, Treafiireri Secretary, 
and a committee of twelve, who refided in 
England and tranfadted their common bu(i- 
nefs. Their objedts were to encourage the 
manufadures of leather and glafs, the cutting 
and fawing of timber, and the whale-fifhery. 

The land was fold at the rate of twenty 
pounds for every thoufand acres. They 
who rented lands Were to pay one penny 
yearly per acre. Servants, when their terms 
were expired, were entitled to fifty acres^ 
fubjeft to two fliillings per annum ; and 
their mailers were allowed fifty acres for 

each 
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feach fervant, fo liberated, but fubjed to four 
{hillings per annum ; or if the mailer fhould 
give the fervaiit fifty acres out of his owri 
divifidri, he might receive from the proprie- 
tor one hundred acres, fubjedt to Hk ihillingsr 
jper annum* in every hundred thoufand 
kcTGSy the proprietor referved ten for himfelf. 

The quit-rents t^erc hot agreed to ^ith*- 
but difficulty; The purchafers remdnftrated 
againft them as a burden, Unprecedented id 
any other American Colony. Biit Penii 
diftinguifhed between the thauradtfer of Pro-' 
prietor and Governor, urging the neceffity 
of fupporting government with digiiity, and 
that by complying with thi^ expedient, they 
would be freed from other ta^^^s. Such dit- 
tindtiohs aire ^ery conyem^nt to at politician^ 
and by thi$ infiauation the poSnt was carri- 
td : iipon which it was remtarked, (perhap^ 
too feverely) that " lefs of the man of God 
tiOM^ appeared^ and f&ore of the xnah of the 
world." 

According t(f the powers given by the 
charter, ** for regtfladi:)g and gbvexning prop- 
erty Wkhin the provioge,*' he entered into 
certain arddes with the. purchafers and ad- 
veaturj&rs (Jiily ir, 1681.^ which were en- 

G c c titled 
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titled " Conditions and Conceflions.-'* Thefe 
I'elated to tile laying out roadsy city and 
country lots ; the privilege of water-courfes ;' 
the property of mines and minerals ; the re- 
fervation of timber and mulberry-trees ; the 
terms of improvetaent arid cultivation ; the' 
traffic with the Indians, and the' means of 
preferving peace with them j of preventing 
debtors, and other defaulters, from making 
their efcape ; and, of preferving the morals 
of the planters, by the execution of the penal- 
hws of England^ till an AfTembly fhould 

meec; 

Thefe preliminaries being adjuffed, tht 
firft Colony, under his authority, came over' 
to America, ind'began their fettlement above 
the confluence of the Schuylkill with thef 
Delaware. By thenl the Proprietor fent a: 
letter to the Indians, infomiftig then! that 
'* the G R E A T G o 0had' been pleafed to make 
Him concerned in their part of the world i 
and that the Kwg of the country where hi 
lived had given him a great prdvince thetein ; 
But, that he di^ nbt defire to enjoy it with-* 
out tbeir corifent; that he Wds a man of 
peace, and that the people whom he fent^ 
were of the fame difpofition j but if any di£^ 

ference 
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ference ftxould happen between them, it mighjt 
be adjufted by an equal number of men, cho- 
fen on both fides/' With this letter, he ap- 
pointed Commiflioners to tr(^at with the In- 
iiians, about purehafmg land, and promifed 
them, that he would fhortly coijie ai)d con^ 
verfe with them ir> perfon. 

About this time (Nov. 168 1) he was clied- 
ed a fellow of the Royial Society. 

The next fpring, he completed a frame 
of government (April 25, 1682) with the 
exprefs defign " to fupport power in lever^ 
ence w^ith the people, and to feeure the peo- 
ple from the abufe of power." It is prefac- 
ed with a long difcourfe on the nature, ori- 
gin, ufe and abufe of government ; which 
ihews that he had not only well ftudied the 
fubje£t, but that he was fond of difplaying 
his knowledge. 

By this frame of government, there was 
to be a Provincial Council, confifting oitwen^ 
' ty-two perfons, anfwering to the number of 
dders in the Jewifti fanhedrim, who were 
to be divided into three clafles ; twenty-four 
to ferve for three years, twenty-four for two 
years, and twenty-four for one year; the 
vacancies thus made to be fupplied by new 

ele<^ions j 
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plcftions ; and after fevcn years, croy pnc 
df thofe who weat off yearly, were to be in- 
capable of re-eledipn for oi^e yeay following. 
Thi$ rotation was intended ^*that all might 
be fitted for government, and haye experi* 
cnce of the care and burthien of it." Of 
^his council two-thirds were to be a quorum, 
and the cpnfcnt of two-thirds of this quo- 
rum was to be had in all matters of moment ; 
but in matters of leffer moment one-third 
might be a quorum, the caajority pf whom 
might determine. The diftin<9ion between 
matters of moment, and of leffer moment 
was no^: defined ; nor was it declared yfhq 
was to be judge of the diftindtipp. The 
Governor was not to have a negative but a 
treble voice. The Council were to prepare 
and propofe bills to the General Affembly, 
which yrere to be publifhed, thirty days be- 
fore its meeting. When met, the Affembly 
might deliberate eight days, but on the nintl^ 
were to give their affent or diffent to the 
propofed bilb ; two-thirds pf them to be a 
quorum. With refpedk to the number pf 
|he Affembly, it ivas provided, that the firft' 
year all the freemen in perfon might com^ 
pofe it J afterward a deleeation of two hun^ 

dre4> 
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j^red, which might ^e incrcafed to five hun- 
dred. The Governor^ yrith the Council, tq 
fee the fupreme ifxecutiye, with a parental 
and priadeQtial authority, ^nd to be divided 
into four departments of eightce^i each ; one 
of which jyas palled a committee of planta^ 
tions, another of juftice and fafety, another 
of trade and revenue, and another of man* 
ners, education and arts. 

To this fr^me of gpvernment was fubjoin^ 
pd a bq4y qf fundamental laws, agreed upon 
by Penn and the adventurers in London, 
jyhich refped]ted moral, political and econom- 
ical matters ; which were not to be altered, 
but by the eoi^fent of the Goyernor, pr his 
heirs, and fix parts \n feven of the freemen, 
pet in Provincial Council and AfTembly* 
In this code we find that celebrated declara- 
tion, which has contributed more than any 
thing elfe to the profper ity pf Pennfylvania, 
Yi^ " That all perfqns living in the Province, 
who confefs and acknowledge the ONE al- 
mighty and eternal GOD, to be the creator, 
upholder and iruler of the world ; and hold 
thcmfelves obliged in copfcience to live 
peaceably and juftly in civil fociety, fliail in 
ho ways be molefted for their religious per^ 
fuafion or praftic^, in matters of faith and 

worfhip ; 
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worfhip ; nor fball they he compelled at any 
time to frequent or maintain any religipiu 
worfhip, place oj: miniftry whatever/' T9 
which was added another equally coaduciv^ 
to the welfare of fociety. ^' That according 
to the good example of the primitive Chrif- 
tians, and the (ofe of the creatiopj eviery firft 
day of the week, called the Lord's Day, peor 
pie (hail abftain from their co^imon dadly lar 
hour, that they may the better difpofe them- 
felves to worfhip God, according to their un-? 
derflandings*"- 

Thefe laws were an original compa£t be- 
tween the Governor and the freemen of the 
Colony. They appear to be founded in 
wifdom and equity, and fome of them have 
been copied into the declarations of righto 
prefixed to feveral of the prefent republican 
conflitutions in America. The fyflem of 
government which Penn produced has been 
regarded as an Utopian projed ; but though 
in fome parts vifionary and impracticable, 
yet it was liberal and popular, calculated to 
gain adventurers with a profpedt of republi- 
can advantages. Some of its provifions, par- 
ticularly the rotation of the Council, hav? 
been adopted by a very enlightened body of 

American 



P £■ K N.- 407 

• < 

American le^flators, after the exfpiration of a 
century. The* experiment is now in opera- 
tion, and without experiment nothing can be 
fairly decided in the political,- any more than 
in the phyfical world. 

Having by the help of Sit William Jones, 
and other gehtlemien of the lofeg robe con- 
ftru£ted a plan of goverhtnent, for his Colony^ 
Mn Penri prepared to make the Voyage to 
America, that be might attempt the execu- 
tion of it.- • 

A part of the lands comprehended within 
his grantjhaid been fubjeO: to the government, 
which was exerdfed by the deputy of the 
Duke of York. To prevent any difficulty, 
he thought it convenient to' obtai'n from 
the Dake a deed of fale, of the Province of 
Pennfyivania, which he did on the 21ft of 
Auguft, 1 68 2 ; and by two fubfequent deeds,- 
in the fame month, the Duke conveyed to 
him the town of Newcafttc, fituate on the 
wefterti fide of the Delaware, with a circle of 
1 2 miles radius from the centre of the town, 
and from thence extending fdutherly to the 
Hoar-Kills, at Cape-Hehlopen, the weftern 
^oint of the entrance of Delaware Bay ;• 
"^^hich ti^a£b contained the fettlements made^ 

by 
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by the Dutch, Swedes arid Fia'lis. This^i* 
tailed th^ Territory^ in diflindtidn from the 
Province of Pennfylvania, and was divided 
into three eduriiiesi Newcaftie, Kent and 

Suflex. 

At this tirtiei the penal laws aigainft Kfient- 
^rs were executed with rigour id England, 
which tirade many of the Quakei^ d^rous^ 
6f accompanying or following Pena ' into 
America, V^here they had a proipe£b of the 
tnoft extenfive liberty of confcience. Hav-' 
irig chofen fbme for his particular compan- 
ions, he embarked with them in Auguft^ 
1 6S2, and from> the DoWns, where the /hip 
ky waiting for ai wind, he wrote an afiedion^ 
ate ktter to his friends^ which he calfed ^^ a 
i^ewel to Engiafid/' After a pleafant paf- 
fage of fix weeks, they came within figbrt d 
the Amierican coaft^ and were refre&ed by 
the land breezes, at the diftarfce of twcflve 
leagues. As the &ip failed up the Delaware^: 
the inhabitants came oti bo^d, and faluted^ 
their new Governor wiA an air of joy and 
latisfadtion. He landed at I^ewcaftlc^ and 
fumfnoned the people to meet him^ wheii pc^ 
lefSon of the foil was giveifiL him in the legal 
forn^ of tl^t day ; a^d lie entertained them- 

^ith 
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'With a fpeech, explaining the purpofe of his 
coming, and the views of his government ; 
afluring them of his intention to preferve 
civil and religious liberty, and exhorting them 
to peace and fobriety. Having renewed the 
commiffions of their former magiftrates, he 
, went to Chefter, where he repeated the fame 
things, and received their congratulations. 
The Swedes appointed a Delegate to com- 
pliment him on his arrival, and to aflure him 
of their aiFe£lion and fidelity. 

At this time, the number of inhabitants 
was about three thoufand. The firft plant- 
ers were the Dutch, and after them the 
Swedes and Finns. There had been for- 
merly difjputes among them, but for above 
twenty years, they had been in a ftate of 
peace. The Dutch were fettled on the bay, 
and applied themfelves chiefly to trade : At 
Newcaftle they had a court-houfe and a 
place of worihip. The Swedes and Finns 
lived higher up the river, and followed huf- 
bandry. Their fettlements were Chriftlna, 
Tenecum, and Wicoco ; at each of which 
they had a church. They were a plain, 
robuft, fober and induftrious people, and 
moft of them had large families. The Col- 

D D d ony 
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ony which Penn had fent over the year be- 
fore, began their fettlement above Wicoco, 
and it was by fpecial direftion of the pro- 
prietor, called Philadelphia. The prov- 
ince was divided into three counties, Chefter^ 
Buckingham, and Philadelphia. 

, Three principal objefts engaged the atten- 
tion of Mr. Penn ; one was to unite the ter- 
ritory with the province ; another was to en- 
ter into a treaty witli the Indians; and a 
third was to lay out a capital city. 

The firft was entered upon immediately. 
Within a month after his arrival, be called a 
General Aflembly at Chefter, when the con- 
flitution, which had been formed in England^ 
was to undergo an experiment. , The free^ 
men both of the province and territory were 
fummoned to compofe this aflembly in per- 
Jon. Inftead of which, they ele£ted twelve 
members in each county, amounting in all 
to feventy-two, the precife number, which 
by the frame of government was to com- 
pofe one houfe only. The eledions were 
accompanied by petitions, to the Governor, 
importing " that the fewnefs of the people, 
their inability in eflate, and unfkilfulnels in 
government, would not permit them to ferve 

in 
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in fo large a council and affembly, and there- 
fore it was their defire, that the twelve now 
returned from each county, might ferve both 
for Provincial Council and General Affembly, 
with the fam^e powers and privileges which 
by the Charter were granted to the whole/* 

The members were accordingly diftributed 
into two houfes ; three out of each county 
made a Council, confifting of eighteen, and 
the remaining part formed an Affembly of 
fifty-four. In this Aflembly was paffed " the 
zGt of fettlement." in which the frame of 
government made in England, being flyled 
a probationary a£l^ was fo far changed, as that 
three perfons of each county might compofe 
the Council, and Jix the Affembly. After 
feveral other " variations, explanations and 
additions," requefted by the Affembly, and 
yielded to by the Governor, the aforefaid 
Charter, and frame of government was " re- 
cognifed and accepted, as if with thefe alter- 
ations it was fuppofed to be complete.'' The 
Aflembly is ftyled ^ the General Affembly 
of the Province of Pennfylvania and the ter^ 
ritories thereunto belonging." 

Thus the lower counties, at this time, 
manifefted their willingnefs to be unked with 
the province of Pennfylvania ; but the pro- 
prietor 
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prictor had not received from the Crown^ 
any right of jurifdiaion over that territory, 
though the Duke had fold him the right of 
foil ; and it was not in the power of the 
people, as fubjedls of the King of England, 
to put themfelves under any form of gov- 
ernment, without the royal authority. The: 
want of this, with the opera^tion of other 
caufes, produced diflSculties, which afterward 
rendered this union void ; and the three, 
lower counties h^d a feparate Aflembly, 
though under the fame Go^pninon 

Mr. Pet\A's next objeft wa^ to treat with 
the natives^ The benevolence of h.is. difpo-. 
fition led him to exercife gr?at tendernefs 
toward them, which was much increafed by 
an opinion which he had formecj, and which 
he Openly avowed^ that they were defgend- 
ants of the ten difperfed tribes of IfraeL He 
travelled into the country, vifited them in thei? 
cabins, was prefent at their feails, converfed. 
with them in a free and familiar manner, 
and gained their aSedtions by bis obliging 
carriage, and his frequent adts of generofity. 
But on pubfic occafions, he received them, 
with ceremony, and tranfadted bufinefs with 
folemnity and order. 
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In one of his excurfions in the winter, he 
found a chief warrior lick, and his wife prcn 
paring to fweat him, in the ufual manner, 
by pouring water on a heap of hot ftones, 
in a clofely covered hut, and then plunging 
him into the river, through a hole cut in the 
ice. To divert himfelf during the fweating 
operation, the Chief fang the achievements 
of his anceftors, then his own, and concluded 
his fong with this reflection : " Why are we 
lick, and thefe ftr^ngers well ? It feems as if 
they were fent to inherit the land in our ftead ! 
Ah ! it is becaufe they love the Great Spirit^ 
and we do not !" The fentiment was 
rational, and fuch as often occurred to the 
fagacious among the natives : We cannot 
fuppofe it was difagreeable to Mr. Fenn, 
whofe view was to imprefs them with an 
idea of his honeft and pacific intentions, and 
to make a fair bargain with them. 

Some of their Chiefs made him a volun- 
tary prefent of the land which they claimed ; 
others fold it at a ftipulated price. The form 
of one of thefe treaties is thus defcribed, in 
a letter which he wrote to his friends in 
England. " The King fat in the middle of 
a half-moon, and had his Council, old and 
wife, on each hand. Behind, at a little 

diftance, 
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diftance, fat the young ones, in the fame 
figure. Having confulted and refolved the 
bulinefs, the King ordered one of them to 
ipeak to me. He ftood up, came to me, 
took me by the hand, faluted me in the 
name of the King, told me he was ordered 
by the King to fpeak to me, and that now it 
was not he that fpoke, but the King, becaufe 
what he fhould fay was the King's mind. 
[Jiaving made an apology for their delay,} 
he fell to the bounds of the land they had 
toidifpofe of, and the price, which is now 
d^ar, that which would once have bought 
twenty miles, not now buying two. Dur- 
ing the time thi$ perfon was fpeaking, not a 
nxan of them was obferved to whiiper or 
fmile* When the purchafe was agreed, 
great promifes pafled between us of kindnefa 
and good neighbourhood, and that the £ng- 
lifh and Indians mufl live in love, as long as 
the fun gave light. Which done, another 
roade a fpeeqji to the Indians in the name of 
all the Sachems, firft to tell them what was 
done, next to charge them to love the Chrif- 
tians, to live in peace with me and my peo^ 
pie, and that they fhould never do me or 
my people any wrong. At every fentence 
of which they fhouted and faid Amen, in 

their 
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theit way. The pay or prefents I made 
them, were not hoarded by the particular 
owners, but the neighbouring Kings and 
their clans being prefent when the goods were 
brought out, the parties chiefly concerned 
confulted what and to whom they fliould give 
them. To every King, then, by the hands 
of a perfon, for that work appointed, was a 
proportion fent, forted and folded, with that 
gravity which is admirable. Then that King 
fubdivided it in like manner among his de^ 
pendants, they hardly leaving thfemfelves an 
equal Ihare with one of their fubjeds.** 

Mr. Penn was fo happy as to fucceed in 
his endeavours to gain the good will of the 

* 

Indians. They have frequently, in fubfe- 
quent treaties many years after, exprefled 
great veneration for his memory ; and to 
perpetuate it, they have given to the fuc- 

ceflTive Governors of Perinfylvania the name 
of Onas^ which fignifies a Pen. By this 
name they are commonly known and ad- 
drefled in the fpeeches made by the Svk Na- 
tions in all their treaties. 

One part of his agreement with the In- 
dians was, that they fhould fell no lands to 
any perfon but to himfelf or his agents j 
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ianother was, that his dgeiits fhould not occii* 
py nor grant any lands, but thofe which 
were fairly purchafed of the Indians; Thcfe 
ftipulations were confirmed by fubfequent 
afts of Affembly ; and every bargain made 
between private perfons and the Indians 
without leave of the proprietor, was declared 
Void* The charter which Mr. Penn had 
obtained of the Grown, comprehended a far 
greater extent of territory, than it was prop- 
er for him at firft to purchafe of the natives. 
He did not think it for his intcreft to take 
any more at once thafi he had a profpe£k of 
granting away to fettlers. But his Colony . 
increafed beyond his expe£tation, and when 
new tra£ts wefe wanted, the Indians rofe in 
their demands. His firft purchafes were 
made at his own expenfe ; and the goods 
delivered on thefe occafions, went by the 
name dlprefents^ In a courfe of time when 
a treaty and a piurchafe went on together, the 
Governor and his fucceflbrs made the fpeech- 
es, and the Affembly were at the expenfe oi . 
the prefents. When one paid the coft, and 
the other enjoyed the profit, a fubjeft of al- 
tercation arofe between the Proprietary and 
thq popular interefts, which other caufes con- 
tributed to increafe and inflame. 

The 
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The piirchafes which Mr. Penn made of 
the Indians were undoubtedly fair and hort- 
€ft ; and he is eiititled to praife for his wife 
ahd peaceable condud to ward them. But there 
i^ fuch a thing as ovef-ratirig true merit. He 
Has been celebrated by alate author,* as having 
in thefe piirchafes ** fet ah eximplei of mod-* 
cratidn and juftice, in Am^ricai which was 
never thought of before by the Europeans/* 
It had been a common thiiig in New-Eng- 
land, for fifty years before his tiiriei to make; 
fair and regular jpurchafeS of land from the: 
Indians ; ahd many of their d^eds are pre- 
ferved iti the public records. As early as 
163J, a la^Hr wa^ eiladted in the Colony of 
Maflachufttts, that " no pei^fort fhall put any 
of the Indians froiii their planting grounds^ 
or fiftiing places ; ahd that Upon complaint 
ind proof thereof, they (hall have relief in 
any of the Courts of juftice, as the EngUfli 
have." To prevent frauds in private bar- 
gains, It was ordered by the fame a£t, that 
** no perfon Ihall buy land of any Indian, 
vi^thout licenfe firft had ahd obtained of the 
General Court." Other regulations refpedfc-- 
ing traffic with them^ were made at the fame 
time, which bear the appearance, noj; only 
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of juftice and moderation, but of a parental 
regard to their intereft and property. 

NoF is it to be luppofcd tfcat other Eiu^o- 
peans negle61;ed their duty in thefe refpe<as. 
Several purchajfes weue made befqre Penn's 
time, in New- Jerfey. Mr. Penn himfelf^ in 
6ne of bis letters^ fpeaking of the quarrels 
hecweea the I>utcb and the $wede$^ who 
iiad o^upied^ t^ lands on the Delaware 
before hiiTi^ feys, " the Dutch, who were the 
firft pia^tefsy looked oil th«nl [the Swedes} 
as intruders on th^cr purcbafi and pofleffion.*' 
Of whom could the Dutch hav§ purchafed 
fhofe lands, but of the natiyes, ? They could 
nFot hst^ve Occupied them without the confent 
of the Indiaiifts, wha were very nximerous, 
and eould eafily have extirpated them, or 
preheated thedr Settlement. It is probable 
that this Dutch purchafe is referred to la 
that part of Penti's letter before quoted, 
where he fpeaks of the land at that time, 
(1683) as ^^ dearer^'' th^ formerly, for how- 
could this have been afcertained but by com:- 
paring his with former purchafcs \ 

It may then be proper to consider Mr. 
Penn as having followed the " examples of 
juftiie and moderation,'* which had been fet 

t7 



by former Europeans, in tjiejr condu<3: 
tow.ard the natives of Americg. ; and a^ 
liaving united liis exiajmple with thei/s, for 
the imitation of fucceeding adveriturers. 
This will give us flie tnie idea of his metit, 
without detradting £h)nj the rdTpbCt due to 
thofe wljo preceded him in thp arduou? 
work of colonizing America^ 

Mr. Penm eafily forefaw that the fituatio^ 
of Ijis province, and the liberal encourages 
ment which he had given to fettlers, wou:W 
draw people of all denominations thither, and 
render it a place of commerce ; he therefore 
determined to lay the plan of a capital city, 
which, in conformity to ^lis catholic and 
pacific ideas, he called PHitApB9LPf?lA, 
The fcite of it wa^ a neck of land between 
tlie river Delaware on the eaft, and the 
Schuylkill (Hiding Creek) a branch on the 
weft J and he defigned that the city Ihould 
extend frona one to the other, the diftancc 
heing two miles, This Ijpot was chofein on 
account of the firm foil, thq gentle rifing 
from each river toward the midft, th^ qu^r 
merous fprings^ the convenience of coves 
capable of being ufed as docks, the depth of 
water for {hips of burden, and the good 
anchorage. The ground was furveyed, and 

a plan 
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-•^ plan of the intended city was drawn by 
Thomas Holme, furveyor-gencral. Ten 
ftreets, of two miles in length, were laid out 
from river to river, and twenty ftreets of one 
piile ift Ippgth, crofling them at ri^ht angles. 
Four fquares were referved for common pur^ 
pofes, pi^e in each quarter of the city, and in 
the centre, on. the moft elevated fppt, was a 
larger fquare of ten acres, in which were to 
be built a State-houfe, a market-houfe, a 
fchool-houfe, and a place pf worfliip. Og. 
the fide of each river it was intended to 
build whar\'^es and ware-houfes, and fronx 
each frpnt ftreet peareft to the rivers, ap. 
9pen fpace was to be left, in the defcipnt to 
the fhores, which would h^ye added much 
tp the beauty of the city. All owners pf 
one thoufand acres were entitled to a city-lot, 
in the frpnt ftreets, or in the central high 
ftreet^ and before each houfe was to be an 
open court, planted with rows of tree^* 
Smaller purchafers v^ere to be accommoda- 
ted in the pther ftreets j and care was taken 
in all, that no building fhould encroach on 
the ftreet lines. This laft regulation has 
been always attended to, though in fpme 
other refpeds the plan has been either dif-. 
regarded or not completed. 

The 
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The city was begun in 1682, and within 
|efs than a year, " eighty houfes and cottages 
were built, wherein merchants and mechanics 
exercifed their refpeftive occupations ;'' and 
they foon found the country around them fo 
well cultivated by the planters, as to afford 
them bread and vegetables, while the venifbn, 
fowl and fifh, made an agreeable variety with 
the falted provifions which they imported. 
Penn himfelf writes^ with an air of cheerful- 
nefs, that he was well contented with the 
country, and the entertainment which he 
found in it. This letter is among his print- 
ed works, and in the fame colledion we find 
an affedionate addrefs to the people of Penn- 
fylvania ; in it he appears to have a tender 
concern for their moral and religious im- 
provernent, and warns them agaigft the 
temptations to which they were expofed. 
Their circumftances were indeed peculiar j 
they had fuffered contempt and perfecution 
in England, and were now at reft ; in the 
enjoyment of liberty, under a popular form 
of government j, the eyes of the world were 
upon them ; their former enemies were 
watching their conduft, and would have 
been glad of an opportunity to reproach 
them J it was therefore his defire that they 

fhould ' 
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fhould be moderate in profperity^ as they 
had been patient in adverfity. The con- 
cluding words of this addrefs, may give us ^ 
ipecimen of his ftyle and manner of preach- 
ing. ^ My friends, remembex that the Lord 
hath brought you upon the ftage ; h<s hath 
now tried you with liberty, yea, and with 
power } he hath put predous opportunities 
into ypur hands j have a caxe of t\, pery^rfe 
Jpirit, and do not provpke the Lord by doi^^g 
thofe things by which the inhabitants of the 
land that were before you, grieved his fpirit ;^ 
but fandify God, the living God in your 
hearts, that his blelEng may fall and reft as 
the dew of heaven on ypu and your pffspring. 
Then fhall it be feen to the nation?, that ther^ 
is no inchantment againft Jacobs nor divina- 
tion againft Ifrael ; but your tents fhall be 
goodly, and youf dwellings glorious." 

In the fpring of 1683, afecond AffemMy 
was held in the new city of Philadelphia, 
and a great number of laws were pafled. 
Among other good regulations, it w^s ena<5t- 
ed, that, to prevent law-fuits, three arbitra- 
tors, called peace-makers, ftiould be chofen, 
by every County Court, to hear and detenninje 

fmaU 

* Probably alludtng to the ten trlb^ of Ifrad, fhflU 
whom he fuppofcs the Indians to be defcended. 
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ihiail differerices between man and man; 
This Aflembly granted to the Governor an 
impdft dn certain goods exported and im- 
ported, which he^ after acknowledging their 
goodnefs, was pleafed^ for the ehcouragcment 
of the traders, ^^fredy td.reniit.*' But the 
moft diftinguifBed a6l: of this Affembly, was 
their acceptance of Another frame of govern- 
inent which the proprietor hsfd devifed, 
^hich was "in part coiifonried to tlie firft, 
in part modified according to the a£t of fettle- 
ment, and iil part eflentially different from- 
both/' The moft material alterations were 
the deducing the number of the Affembly 
from feventy-two to fifty-fonr, and the giv- 
ing the Governor a negative in lieu of a tre- 
ble voice in afts of tegiflation. Their 
^^ thankfiir* acceptance of diis fecond char- 
ter, was a proof of his great afcendency over 
them, and the confidence which they placed 
in him ; but thefe changes ^ere regarded 
by fome as a departure from the princi- 
Jiles on which the original compaft was 
grounded* 

The ftate of the province at this time has 
been compared to that of ^* a father and his? 
family, the latter united by intereft and af- 
fedlionj the former revered for the wifdom 

of 
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of his iiiftitutions and the indulgent ufe of 
his authority. Thofe who were ambitious 
bf repofe, found it in Pennsylvania ; and as 
jlone returned with an evil report-of the land, 
numbers followed. All partook or the leav- 
en which they found : The community 
wore the fame equal face : No one afpired, 
ho one was opprefled : Induftiy was fure of 
profit, knowledgeof efleem, and virtue of ven- 
eration/* When we contemplate this agree- 
able picture, we cannot but lament that Mr. 
J^enrt fhould ever have quitted his province; 
but after refiding in it about two years, he 
found himfelf urged, by motives ofintereft 
as well as philanthropy, to return to Eng- 
land. At his departure, in the furamer of 
1684, bis capital city, then only of two 
years ftandirig, contained nearly three hun- 
dred houfes, and two thoufand inhabitants : 
befides which there were twenty other fet- 
tlements begun, including thofe of the IJutcit 
and Swedes. He left the adminiftratioii of 
government in the hands of the Council and 
Aflembly, having appointed five Commiffion-' 
ers to prefide in his place. 

The motives of his return to fengland 
were two* A controverfy with Lord BaU 

timorc 



P E N N. 425 

timore, the .proprbtor of Maryland, con- 
cerning the limits of their refpedtive patents ; 
and, sL concern for his .brethireavr who were 
fuffering by the ppcration of the penal laws 
ag^nft diflenters fropi the eftabliflied Church. 

r The cdntroverfy with Lord Baltimot^ 
briginated. in this banner. Before Penii 
came, to Affierica^ he had written to James 
frifby and others^ at thfeir . rplantations on 
pelawatc 3ay, then reputed a part of Mary- 
landy advifing them^ that as he wjis confi- 
dent they were within his lirrtits^thfey fhojil^ 
yield nd obedience tp the laws , of Maryland. 
This warniiig ;fery ed as a' pretext to foi^fie of 
the inhabitants of Cecil and BaJtimore coun- 
ties, who were- impatient of cohtrpl^ i to 
withhold the payment of their- rents and tax- 
es. Lord Baltimore and his Coundi orcjier- 
ed the military oflSpers to affij3;4he,fheriffein 
the execution of their- duty-.; which was:ac- 
complifhed^ though with great : difficulty. 
After this^ Markham, Penn's agent, had ft ^ 
i^eeting with Lord l^altimore at the villa,ge 
of Upland, which is now called Ghefter, 
where a di£covery was made by a quadrajit, 
that .the place was twelve iQile^ fouth of ^hq 
40th degree of latitude, a cirQumftance before 
• - F F f unknown 
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unknown to both parties* Baltimore iiicr«* 
fore concluded to deriVc an advantage from 
precifion, whilft Penn •wiftied to avail him* 
felf of uncenainty. After Perin^s strriya! in 
America, he vifited Lord Baltimore, and had 
a conference with him on the fubjeft. An 
account of this conference taken in ihort- 
hand by a perfon prefent, with a ftatement 
of the matter in debate, were fent by Lord 
Baltimore to England, and laid before the 
Lords of trade and plantations in Aprils ^68^4 
Upon which, letters were written to both, 
advifing them to come to an amicable agrees 
nent* This cotild not be done } and there-^ 
fore, they both wedt to England, and liud 
their refpedkive complaints before the Board 
of Trade. Baltimore alleged that the tra€t \i 
queftion was within the limits df his charts, 
and had always been fo underflood, and his 
claim allowed until difturbed by Penn, The 
wor&of his charter were, ^ to that part of 
Delaware Bay on the north, which lies un- 
der the 40th degree of northerly latitude 
from the equinoctial.'^ Penn, on the other 
hatnd, aflSrmed that Lord BaItim<M:e*s grant 
was of ^ \zads not inhabited by the fubjedU 
of any ChriflSaai Prince j" that the land ill 

quefUon 
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queftion was poffefled by the Dutch and 
Swedes prior to the date of the Charter of 
Maryland j that a furrender having been 
made by the Dutch of this territory to King 
Charles, in 1664, the country had ever fince 
been in pofleflion of the Duke of York, The 
Lords at feveral meetings, having examined 
the evidences on both fides, were of opinion 
that the lands bordering on the Delaware did 
not belong to Lord Baltimore, but to the 
King. They then proceeded to fettle the 
boundary, and on the 7th of November, 
1685, it was determined, that "for avoiding 
further differences, the tra£t of land lying 
between the river and bay of Delaware, and 
the eaftem fea, on the one fide, and Chefa- 
peak Bay on the other fide, be divided into 
two equal parts by a line from the latitude of 
Cape Henlopen, to the 40th degree of north- 
cm latitude, and that one half thereof lying 
towards the Bay of Delaware and the eaftem 
fea, be adjudged to belong to his Majefty, 
and that the other half remain to the Lord 
Baltimore, as comprifed within his Charter/* 
To this decifion Lord* Baltimore fubmitted, 
happy that he had loft no more, fince a quo 
warranto had been ifTued againft his Charter. 
But the deci^on, like many others, left room 

for 
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for a farther controverfy, w;hich was carrie4 
on by their refpedtiye fuccelTors for above 
half a century. The queftign y^as concern- 
ing the cpnftrpdtion of '^ the 40th degree of 
latitudey' which Penn's heirs contended was 
the beginning and IJaltin^ore's the completion 
of the- 49th degree, the difference being fixty- 
nin? jniles and^n half.* 

The other caufe of Mr. Pena's de;parturc^ 
for England proved a fource <)f much great- 
er vexation, and involved ^onfequences inju- 
rious to his reputatioa ^nd interefL: Hi$ 
concern fp^: hisfufferi^g brethren induced 
him to life the intereft which he bad at 
Court fp? their relief IJe arrived ifi t^e 
montb of Avguft,.aad the death of Charles, 
which happened the nejct February, brought 
to the throne Tames II. under whom^ whea 
Lord high Adriiiral, Penn's father had coi^-. 
manded, and who had always ipaint^ined a 
fteady friendfhip with the/fon. Tjhis fuccef^ 
fion. rather increafe^ than diminiihed his at- 
tachment- to the Court ; but as Jame§ openly 
profeffed himfelf a Papift, and the prejladice§ 

'.■'•"■.■• ■.':•■',;• of' . 

* For the particular? of this controverfy,' and its final 
decifion by J^ord' Chancellor Hardwicke in 1750* ^^ 
reader is referred to Douglas's Summary, II. 309, an4 
yefey's Reports, I. 444. 
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pf a great part of the nation againft him were 
yery high, it was impoflible for his intimate 
friends to efcape the imputation of being po-; 
pifhly affedted. Penn had before been fuf-* 
pedled to b,e a Jefuit, and Ayhat.now cohtrih- 
]uted tp iix, thQ ftigma uppn him was, his 
writing a, book on liberty of cohfcience, a 
darling . principle at Court^ and vindicating^ 
the Duke of Buckingham, who had written 
on the fame fubjedt, Another circumftance 
which ftrengthened the fufpicion was, his 
taking lodgcmgs at Keniington, in the neigh- 
bourhood OT* the Court, and his frequent at- 
tendance there, to folicit the liberation of his 

brethren who now filled the prifons of the 

• ■ ' '■-'... • • ^ ■ . . *. . . -^ . 

kingdom. ' - 

He endeavoured to allay thefe fufpicion^ 
bypublifhing an ad drefs to his brethren, in 
which he refers to their |cnowledge of his 
qharadter, principles and writings, for eigh- 
teei>. years .paft, an4 expreffes his love of 
flaoderiation,. and his wiih that the nation 
might not . become " barbarous for chriftiani- 
ty, nor abufc one another for God's fake." 
But what gave him the greateft pain was, 
that his v^brthy friend Dodor Tillotfon had* 
entertained the fame fufpicion, and exprelfed 
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and the prejudice againft Pena as an abettor 
of the arbitrary, maxims of the Court, was 
increafed ; though on a candid view of the 
matter, there is no eviaence that he foue^ht 
any thing more than an impartial and univer- 
fal liberty of confcience.* 

It is much to be regretted, that he had riot 
taken this critical opportunity to retunj tp 
Pennfylvania. His contrOverfy with Lord 
Baltimore had beeri decided by the Council, 
and his pacific > principle ought to have led 
him to acquiefce in their determiriatio'n^ as 
did his antagonift; He had accompUfhed 
his purpofe with regard to his brethren the 
Quakers,* who, being delivered ; from: their 
difficulties, were at liberty eithei- to remain iii 
the kingdom, of follow him to America; 
The ftate of the province was' fuch as to' 
require his prefence, and he might at this 
time have refumed his office, and carried oii 

His 

* " If an univerfal charity, if die affetting an im- 
partial liberty of confcience, if doing to others as one 
would be done by, and an open avowing, an^ fteady prac- 
tifmg of the e things> in all times, and to all parties, vrill 
juftly Izf a man under the refle<ai6n of l^efng a Jefuit or 
Papift, I muit ilot only fubmit to the chkrader, but eih- 
brace it ; an^ I can bear it with more pleafure than it is 
pofljble for them ,with apy juftice to give it te me." . , , 

Penri's Let. to Sec. Popple, Oifh 24,' 1 68^i 
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1 

bis bufinefs in Pennfylvania, with the gf eateft 
prol^ahilitY of fpecfding t% remainder of his 
day^ ^ere in ufeftdnefs and [^eaci^* 

The revolution which footi fbllbwed^ jplgi- 
ced hin^ in a very dif^gre^able fituatipn. 
Haying been a friend to James^ he was fup- 
pofed to be axi eiiemy to William; As he 
^as walking one day in Wjiiterhall, he was 
i^^ed add examined by \h9 1«pfds in Goun- 

cii^ before whoija he folemply declared, " Th^. 
he loved hi| country and the Proteftant re- 
ligion above hi|i life^ and that hie had never 
^dled jigainft either j but thit King James 
had been his friend and his fath^er^s friend, 
and that he thought himfelf bound in juftice 
end gratitude to be a friend to him*^ The 
jealous policy of that day had no ear for fen- 
timeiits of the he^t/ He was obliged to 
find fecurifies for his appearance at the tiexi 
term, and thence to the fVc^eediijg terip,ia 
the laft day of which, nothing Tiaying been 
fpecificajly laid to his charge, he wi^s aq->^ 
quitted- - ' 

. Thisi next ycsar. (i$9P) pe was, taken .up 
?jg4P» 9n iC^fpi?ion of holding feqrr^fporfjllepce 
y^ith the , C5iil9^ %\tig. 'The ^ord$ rp^yuv 

iijjg4"^c^|it|ss J9jc hU appear?^^>i>9ri^riRe^ '^ 

Gog ' to' 
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to King William iri perfori, who was luclihec} 
to acquit him^but topleafe fome of the Ck)uh<^ 
cil, he was for a while held to bsui and theH 
acquitted^ 

Soon after this, his name was inferted iri 
a proclamatidn, wherein eighteen Lords and 
others were charged with adhering to the 
enemies of the kingdom ; but no evidence 
appearing againfl him, he wa$ a third time 
acquitted, by the Court of Kbg^s Bench* 

Being now at liberty, he meditated a re- 
turn to Pennfylvania, and publifiied propofals 
for another emigration of fettlers^ tie had 
proceeded fo far as to obtain from the Sec* 
retary of State an order for a convoy ; but 
tis voyage was prevented by a fourth accu« 
fation, on the oath of a perfon whom the 
l^arliament afterward declaredt a clieat and 
impoftor J a warrant was iflued for appre- 
hending him, and he. narrowly efcaped an 
arreft, at his return from the funeral of his 
triend Gedrge Fox,on the i6th of January*, 
1 69 i . He then thought it prudent to retire, 
aifid accordingly kept himfetf coritealed for 
two or three years, during which time he: 
employed himfelf in writing feveril " pieces, 
cue oi which, entitled « Maxims and Reflec- 

tioas 
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tlons relating to the conduct of human 

• • • ■ : I - 

life,** being the refult of much obfervaUon 
^nd experience, has be?n much celebrated, 
4nd has pafled through feveral editions. 
Jn 1693, by the mediation of feveral perfons 
of rank, he was admitted to appear before 
the King in Council, where he fo maintain- 
ed his innocence of what had been alleged 
againft him, that he >yas 2l fourth time hon- 
ourably acquitted, 

The true caufe of thefe frequent fufpicion$ 
was the cpnduft of his wife ; who being 
paflionately attached to the Queen, confort 
of James, made a pra^ice tq vifit her at St, 
Germain's every year, and to carry to hcj 
fuch prefents as ihe could colled from the 
fHends of the unhappy royal family. 
Though there was no political connexion 
or correfpondence between ]Penjn*s family an4 
the King's, yet this circumftance gave colpuj 
to the jealoiify Which had been ^ conceived ; 
but the death pf his wife which happened m 
February, 1 694, put an end to all thefe fuf- 
picions., He maitied a fecpnd wife in 1 696^ 
a daughter of Thomas Callowhill, of Briftol, 
by whonl he had four fons and one daughter* 

By 
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By his continual expenfes, Ind by^tbfe fii- 
culiar difficulties to which he had bten ex* 
pofed, he had run himfclf deeply into debt 
He had loft £7o6ti before the revolution^ 
and £4^^^ ^^^^ > befides his jpaternil eftate 
in Ireland, valued at ^^450 per annum, Td 
repair his Fortune, he requcfted bis fnends in 
Pennfylvahui, that one hundred of them 
would lend him ^^loo each, for fome years, 
on landed fecurity. This, he faid, would eh- 
able him to return to Amefick, and bring a 
&rge number cf inhabfitahts wt& him. What 
kiifwer was given to this veqtieft, does tm 
appear, but from his remsuhihg m- £ng!and 
fnt or feven years after, it'xhay be cd^chidiid 
ilhit he received no ehcbtaragemfcht <!^ tMii 
kind from them. The l6w ci^umftaft'dte tit 
the firf^ fettlers, muft Have tmdefed it iihpbf* 
iible to comply with fuch a requeft. 

Pennfylvania had experienced . many^ in-. 
convenience, from his abfence. The Pro-* 
vincial Council having no fteady han^ to 
hold the balance, had fallen irntp a cbntipver-. 
fy refpefling their feveral powers and privi- 
leges, and Moore, one of the proprietaiy of- 
ficers, had been impeached of high HDiifde- 
meanors. Difgufted with their difputes, and 

difTatisfied 
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iiflatisfied ^mth the Conffitudcn: ^hkh hi 
|iad framed and altered, Pfenn wrote to hi j 
eommifiionei^ (1686) to r^tiire its diffdlu^ 
lion } but the Aflembly, jjcrceiving the IdS 
bf their prit^ilfeges, and pif the rights of ihi 
people to be involved iti frequent innovadoiis^ 
oppdfed thfe futrender. The GommiflkfxierS 
theitifelves were fobh after jretnbved by thfc 
proprietor, who appointed for his Deputy 
Johfi Blackwell, ah ofHcet trained tindo^ 
CfoifeWfcU, and completely vetf?d in the art* 
of intrigue. He began his adiiiiniftratibti in 
Pecethbet, itSSS, by a difpUy of the pow<Sf 
pf the proprietor, and by ?nde*v6uring to 
fow difcord among ihfe freemcti. Unawfed 
by his ipfolehce, they were firm in defence 
of their privileges, whilfl at the fame ^mt 
(hey made ^ profeifiion of pfeate and dbdfi^ 
ence. 3He imprifoned the Speaker tif the 
Afletobly which had imjp^ciied Mppjfc, Shd 
by a variety of artifices evaded the granting 
an Habi^as Corpus. He delayed as Ibilg ^ 
jpofliWe the ineeting pf a hew Affcmbly j anfl 
when they entered 'ph tlie Tiibjeifl: of grier* 
ances, he prevailed on fpnre lof the Meftibfett 
to withliraw from thisir feats, that there might 
piOt be a "qirorum. The remaitfder voted 

that 
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fSskt his conduQ was treacherous^ and a ftrong 
prejudice was. conceived not only againft the 
P,cputy, but due proprietor who had appoints 
fd hink The province alfo fielL under thq 
royal, difpleafure^ Their laws h^d not beea 
prefentedfor approbation^ an4 the new King 
and Qjieen were not proclaimed in Pennfyl- 
vania for a long time after their acceffion j 
but the adminiftration of government was 
continued in the name of the exiled mon^ch. 
At what time the alteration was made, we 
cannot be certain ; but in the jcx i692,th( 
mng and Queen took the government of the 
Colony into their own hands, and appointed 
Col. Fletcher, Governor of New-York and 
j^ennfylvania, with equal powers and pre;* 
rogatives in both, without any reference to 
^he Charter of Pennfylvania^ 
^. It being a time of war between England 
and France, and the province of New- York 
being much expofed to the incurfions of the 
Indians in the French intereft, the principal 
objeA which Fletcher had in view^ was to 
procure fupplies for the defence of the coun- 
try, and the fupport of thofe Indians who 
yj^ere in alliance with the Englifli. The Af- 
fembly infifted on a confirmation of thei? 

laws. 



!aWs,*as a condition oT their granting a fupplyj 
to whith hel confentfed, 'dttrrng the King^i 
fkqfure. Iliey would havb %oxik farther^' 
and demanded a redrefs x)f 'grievances ; but' 
fletcher hating intimated t<^ them that the 
King might probably antffek them to New- 
York, ind they knowing themfdves unable 
to maintain a controVerfy "With thfe- Crowns 
fubihitted foJr the prefect to hold tKeir liber- 
ties by couftefy, altid vbtfed "a ftipply. On 
atadther application of tiie famfe kind, • they 
dominated Colleftori in their bill, which he 
deemed inconfiftent with hh prerogative^ 
ind after fome altercations ^iflblved them. 

* 

In i*696,WilUamMarkham, Deputy-Gov- 
ernor under Fletcher, made a limilar propo-* 
fal, but could obtain no iupply, till an expe^ 
client was contrived to fave their privileges* 
A temporary a£k of fettlement t\^as jpafled^* 
ifuDJcft to the confirmation of the proprietor, 
^ind then a grant \^a8 made of three tun^ 
drfid pounds ; biit as they had^ been repire*? 
fented by fome at New- York, as' havihcr a2^ed 
mconfiftently with their principles An grant^ 
ing money to maintain a War, the^. appro* 
priated this- grant to ** the VelleF bf thofe 
friendly Indians* who haa'fufifereii'by the 

war. 
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w4f/* Til* «qwc(l was repwteid cvciy 
f ^ar, as long as the war coatlnved ; but the 
iafaacj, porijrty, 4n4 cniWf ftffnieats of the 
proiriiice, were alleged for ooa-cOmpIUnce. 
The peace Of I^fwick, in 1698, put aa en4 
to thcfe recjiiifitions* . 

Thus the provinee cff Pennfyl^aribi, a,s 
well asits proj)rietQri experienced many in- 
convetiieoce$ during their long reparation of 
£|teen years ; and it i^ fomewhat iingula^ (q 
remark^ that wlUlft they were employed in aa 
ipe&£tual ftruggle with the royal Gbvemot 
and his £)eput)r; he^ whom Mpntef(j[u]ieu 
ftyles the Ameri(:an t.ycurguSi Wfiis en^gaged 
in hi$ darling work of religious controvert 
and of itinerant preaching; through £ngland| 
Wiles^ and Ireland. 

In Axiguft, 5699, he emtarked with hj? 
f^mily^ and after a tedioixs paJOTage of three 
months^ arrived in Pennfylvania. By re4fpii 
of this lon^ voyage, they efcaped a peftilen-^ 
tial difleniper^ which during that time rage^ 
yi )^e Coloijy. 

He did ifpt find the people fd trai^ble a^ 
Wort. Tl^eir minds were foured by his 
long ahfencei, by the <;ondu£fc of his Deputes 
an$ tl^e to^ Qavinr&9rs ; ibtk fy&om (£ 

laws 



^4 



iP E N M. > AU 

laws was incomplete, and their title to their 
lands infecurci After much time fpent i< 
ttj\Ag their temper^ and penetrating their 
Tiews, he found it -moft advifeable td liften 
to their remonftraneeSi* Five feffions of AC- 
fembly were held during his fecoiid refi- 
denct with theixi i his exprefliQns in his pub- 
lic fpeeches were foothing and captivating, 
apd h^ promifed to do every thing in his 
power to render them ha^ppy. Theyjrequeft.- 
led of him th^it, in cafe of his future f bfencj^ ^ 
he would appoint for his Deputies men .^f 
i^cgrity zxA properly^ who fliould be invei^- 
ftd with: full powers to grant and confirflj 
knfl^ai, «x4 inftni£ted tp give true meafure j 
and that. he would ex^ute fuch an inftru- 
ment as wpuld feci^r.e. their privileges anfl 
poffeffioQS. To.thefe reqile{):s he feemed itp 
cpnfent, and with the moft flattering complai- 
(aQce 4eru;ed them to name a perfon for his 
fubftitute^ which thjey with equal politepefe 

'4ep|med- ; : : I 
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■In May^il^oo, dif Charter was furrender- 
red ^by fix pjuts. in feven of the Afleroblyi^- 
4$? ia (glemntpromife .o£ reftitul;ioa with J&icji 
fdteitat)On$: and ame^a^aent^; a& .£bouId^ ;^ 
|l6^fkfi4 nep^ry. , * Wh^-^ ippw^C|harter was 

" ^ * H H h in 



in debate, the replrefcntatrves of the \&wet 
counties wanted to obtain fonMii)nvUeges 
pfcculiar to themfelves, which the others 
were not ^(rilling to allow. The members 
from the territory therefore refiifed to join, 
and thus a feparation was made of the Prov- 
ince of Pennfylvania from the three lower 
cdunties. 

In this new Charter, the people had no 
voice in the ele^ion of Counfelldrs ; who^ 
; ever afterwards ferved in this capicity were 
appointed by th^ proprietor, but they had 
no power of legiflation. iTxe executiw 
was vefted folely in him, arid he had a n^^- 
tive on all their laws. On the other hiantf, 
the Affembly had the right of origfnaring 
Jaws, which before had been prepared for 
their deliberation. The number of mttri- 
bers was four from each county, arid tnoth 
if the Governor and Affembly fliould agree. 
They were invefted with all the powers of a 
legiflative body, according to the rights of 
Englifh fubje<3:s and the pradlice of other 
American Colonies. The privileges brfore 
granted Were confirmed, and fome of their 
pioft falutary laws were include in the body 
of the Charter j afl which were deckff- 

cd 



cd irr^vocabie, except by eonfent of fix fev- 
enths of the Aflembly with the Governor ; 
but the claufe refpe£king liberty of confcience 
was declared abfolutely irrevocable. A pro- 
vifional article was added, that if in three 
years^ the reprefentatives of the province 
and territories fliould not join in legiflation, 
each county of the province might choofe 
eight perfons, and the city of Philadelphia 
two, to reprefent them in one Aflembly, and 
each county of the territory the fame num- 
ber to conftitute another Aflembly. On 
the 28th of Oaober, 1701, this Charter was 
accepted by the reprefentatives of the prov- 
ince; previous to which (viz. on the 25th) 
the city of Philadelphia was incorporated by 
another Qiarter, and the government of it 
committed to a Mayor and Recorder, eight 
Aldermen and twelve Common Councilman. 
The perfons in each of thefe ofiices were 
appointed by name in the Charter, who were 
empowered to choofe fucceflbrs to themfelves 
annually, and to add to the number of Al- 
dermen and Common Councilmen fo many 
of the freemen as the whole Court fliould 
think proper. 

Thefe two Chatrters were the laft public 
ads of Mr. Penn's pcrfonal admlniftration in * 

Pennfylvania. 
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Pehnfylvania. They were done in haftoi 
and while he was preparing to rfc-embarfc for 
England, which he did immediatfely on fign- 
irig them. The caufe of his fbdden depart- 
ure was an account which he had received, 
that a bill was about to be brought into Par- 
liafaient, for reducing the proprietary and 
chartered governments to an immediate de- 
pendence on the Crown. In his Ijpeech to 
the Affembly, he intimated his intention to 
return and fettle among them with his fami- 
ly; but this proved to be his; laft vifit to 
America. Jle failed from PhiladelfJhia in 
the end of Odober, and arrived in England 
about the middle of December, 1701. The 
bill in Parliament, which had fg greatly 
alarmed him, was by the foUcitation of th$ 
friends of the Colonies poftpotied and finally 
loft. In about two months. King William, 
died, and Queen Anne came to the throne, 
which brought Penn again iiito favour at 
Court, and in the name of the fociety, of 
which he was at the head, he ptefented to 
her an addrefs of congratulation. 

He then refumed his favourite employ- 
ment of writing, preaching, and'vifitlng the 
focieties of Friends in England, till , the year 
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1707, VfHtn he fo^nd himfelf involved in ^ 
fuit at law with the executors of a perfoa 
Vrkb had formerly been his fteward* : Thb 
caufe wasf attended with fuch circumftances^ 
that though many thought him ill ufed, the 
Court of Chanceiy did not give him relief; 
which obliged him to live within the rules of 
the fleet prifon for about a year, till the matr 
ter was accommodated. After this he made 
another circuitous journey among his friends, 
and in the y eat 1 7 1 o took a handfome feat 
at Rufhcombe in Buckihghamihire, where 
he refided during the remainder of his life. 
At his departure from Philadelphia, he left 
for his Deputy^ Andrew Hamilton, whofe 
principal bufinefs was to endeavour a re- 
union of the province, and territory, which' 
being inefFed:Ual, the province claimed tb? 
privilege pf 'a diftin<3: Aflembly. 

On Mr. Hatnilton's death, John Eyaha 
was appointed in 1 704 to fpcceed him. His 
adminiftratidn was one unvaried fcene of 
controveriy ahd litieafinefs, The territory 
would have feereived the Charter, and th*' 
Governor warmly recommended an union,* 
but the province would not hearken to thv. 
inealure. They drew up u ftatemen t of their 
^^ grievances. 
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grievances, and tranfmitted to the Proprietor: 
a long and bittefr remonftrance, in which, 
they charge him with not perform wg his 
promifes, but by deep laid artifices evading: 
them ; and with negleding to get their laws 
confirmed, thoiigh he had received great 
fums of money to negociate the buflnefs. 
They took a retrofpe£tive view of his whole 
condudt, and particularly blamed his long ab- 
fence from 1684 to 1699, during which the 
intereft of the province was finking, which 
might have been much advanced, if he had 
come over according to his repeated prom* 
ifes. They complained that he had not af- 
fixed his feal to the laft Charter ; that he 
had ordered his Deputy to call Aflemblies by 
his writs, and to prorogue and diffolve them 
at his pleafure ; that he had referved to hiuv- 
felf, though in England, an aflont to bills 
pafled by his Deputy, by which means three 
negatives were put on their afts, one by the 
Deputy-Governor, another by the Proprietojv 
and a third by the Crown. They alfo ad- 
ded to their lift of grievances, the abufes and 
extortions of the Secretary, Surveyor, and oth- 
er officers, which might have been prevented 
if he had pafTed a bill propofed by the Afilem-* 

bly. 
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blyjiA^it^l, for reflating fees; the wani 
of an eftabliflied judicature between hiniand 
thd people, for the Judges being appointed by 
him^ could not in that cafe be confidered -ajJ 
independent and unbi^ed } the impofition of 
qUit^rents on the city lotSj and leaving the 
ground on which the city was built, encumr 
hired with the claim of its firft pofleflbrs the 
Swedes. .1 

The language of this remonftrance was 
plain and unreferved ; but the mode of their 
conducting it, was attended with a degree of 
prudence and delicacy which is riot comnion^ 
ly obferved by public bodies of men in futh 
circutnftarices. They lent it to him privately] 
by a confidential perfon, and refufed to give 
imy copy of it, though llrongly urged^ They 
were willing; to reclaim the ^Mroprictor to, a 
due fenfe of his obligations^ but were equail^ 
ly unwilling to expofe hinu They h^d al4 
fo fonie concern for themfelves ; for if it had 
been publickly known, that ihe^ had fuch.ob^ 
jedtious' to Ms cohdudt, the breach might 
have been fo widened as to diflblve.the rebr 
tion between them ; in which cafe certain 
inconveniences might have arifen refpe^ing 
oaths and militia laws, wb4ch WP.vild not have 

been 
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Wea pleafing to ap MiRttWy cpf^^ 

iy of .QuaJcdBi it.. 

Three years after, (vizviii ijc^j) they font 
liini another rcmbaftrance^ in. which fhey 
tompkuued that the grievance before m6n<* 
tionedi '^as not refdrefled ;. iitid thejr adif 
led to the catalogue^ articles of impeachment 
againft LbgsUi the Secretary,, aizid .Evans the 
i)eputy-Governor. The latter was remov* 
ed firooi his office* and .was . fucceed^ by 
Gookin irt 1709, and he by :$}ir Williaqj 
l^eith in 1 7 1 7 ; but Logari hjsld hisplfice f£ 
^e^etary» and was in fad the prime xx^niilq: 
iir^d mover ialjehaif of the proprietciF,.thpijg)^ 
ejctrenaely dbtioxious to the, pepple*.. r , ; . . 

Thcfe Deputy-Govarnors were ^ependeriC 
to the proprietor for their appoibtment, ^nd 
on the people for their fupport ; if thcfy diP 
plcafed the foynler^ they were iredalled, if thi^ 
kttec^ their allowadce wap withbfJ4 ; 4nd it 
tiras next to impo£&blfitD^eep^n.goc»dtermi 
with both. .Such an. appointoeAt could. l>e 
ai^cepted by ckone but : iadigeai[iipa:fagta^.»li4 
could berdiifhed by none biit thofe who w«» 
fond of pei^etual controverfy^ r ,/]..; 
; To return to th6' proprietor. Hisinfinnr 
kies and fmsfoftunes increafed* with :his a^^ 

i ^ 'afid 



ind unfitted him for the exercife of Iji? be-^ 
loved work. In 1 7 1 1 , he di(^ated a prrfic^ 
to the journal of his old friend John Banks^ 
which was his laft printed work. The next- 
year he wasfeized with a paralytic diforder| 
which impaired his memory. For three ixiQ*^ 
ceeding years he continued in a ftate of great 
debility, but attended the meeting of Friends 
at Reading, as long as he was able to ride in' 
his chariot, and fometimes fpake fhort and 
weighty fentenceSj being incapable of prcH 
nouncing a long difcourfe. Approaching, 
by gradual decay to the clofe of life, he died 
on the 30th of July, 1718, in the 74th year 
of his age, and was buried in his family tomb 
at Jordan's in Buckinghamfliire^ 

Notwithftanding his large paternal inher- 
itance, and the great opportunities which hef 
enjoyed of accumulating property by his 
connexion with America, his latter days were 
paffed in a ftate far from affluent. He was 
continually fubje<a to^the importunity of his 
creditors, and obliged to mortgage his eftate.- 
He was on the point of furrendering his 
province to the Crown for a valuable confid- 
eration, to extricate himfelf from debt. The 
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inftnuaent was preparing for his fignature^ 
but his deaths which happened mher unex- 
pectedly, prevented the execution of it ; and 
thus his proTince in America defcended to 
his pofterity^ who held it till Uie Revolu-> 
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ii^'r. WiNSLOw's Account of the NativUs 
cf New-Enoi,and, annexed to fw jifarraH^e 
of the Plantatiom. A. D* 1624. {TPuri^haf^ 
IV. 1867O 

jcV FEW things I thought meet to add hereunto^ 
which I have obferved amongfl the Indians ; both touching 
their religion and fundry other cuftoms among them. 
And firft, whereas myfelf and others, in former letters^ 
(which came to the prefs againft xaj will and knowledge) 
wrote that the Indians about us are a people without any 
religion, or knowledge of any God ; therein I erred, though 
we could then gather no better ; for as they conceive of 
many divine powers, fo of one, whom they call KUhtan^^ 
fo be the principal maker of all the reft ; and to be made 
by none. He, they fay, created the heavens, earth, fea and 
all creatures contained therein. Alfo that he made one 
man and one woman, of whom they and we and all man- 
kind came \ but how they became fo far difperfed, that 
they know not. At firft, they fay, tliere was no Sachem 
or King, but Kiehtan, who dwelleth above the heavens, 
whither all good men go when they die, to fee their friends, 
and have their fill of all things. This his habitation lieth 
weftward in the heavens, they fay ; thither the bad men 
go alfo, and knock at his door, but He bids them qtiachet^ 
that is to fay, walk abroad, for there is no place for fuch ; 
fo that they wander in reftlefs want and penury. Never 
man faw this Kiehtan, only old men tell them of him, and 
bid them tell their cliildren, yea charge them to teach their 

• :■ , pcllerities 

• The meaning of thr word Kiehtan Kath reference to antiq^uity, 
for cb'tfi: is an old man, and Kuh-chife a main that exceedeth in a|r£. 
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ppftcritLes the fame, ^md lay the like charge upon tfaenv 
This power they acknowledge to be good ; and when they 
would obtain any great matter, meet together and cry un- 
jto him ; and fo likewife for plenty, vidory, &c. fing, danc^ 
fcail, give thai^ks, and hang up garlands and other things 
in memory of the fame. 

Another power they worftip. whom they call HMamQck^ 
and to the northward of us, Hobbamoqui ; this, as far a$ 
we can conceive, is tjie devil. Him they call upon, to cure 
their wounds and difeafes. When they are curable, he 
perfuades them he fends the fame, for fome conceived an- 
ger againfl them ; but ^pon their calling upon him, can 
and doth help them ; but when they are mortal and not 
curable in nature, then he perfuades them Eaejitan is zn< 
gry, and fends them^ whom none can cure ; infomach a^. 
in that refpedl only they fomewhat doiibt whether he be 
fimply good, and therefore in ficknefs never call upon him. 
This Hobbamock appears in fundry forms unto them, as 
in the ihape of a man, a deer, a fawn, an eagle, &c. but 
moft ordinarily a ~ fnake. He appears not to all, but t|ie 
jbhiefeft and moft judicious among them ; though all of 
them ftrive to attain to that hellifli height of honour. He 
appears piqft ordinary, and is ipoft converfant with three 
forts of people : one, I confefs I neither know by name o} 
office dire(5Hy ; of thefe they have few, but efteem highly 
of them, and think no weapon can kill them ; another they 
call by the name of Pcivab, and the third Paniefe. 

The office and duty of the Powah is to be exercifed 
principally in calling upon the devil, and curing difeafes of 
the fick or wounded. The common people join with the^n 
in the ekercife of invocation, but do but only a/lent, oral 
we term it, fay Amen to that he faith ; yet fometime 
break out into a fhort mufical note ^xHth him. - The Powalj 
is eager and free in fpeech, fierce in countenance, and join* 
etli many antic and laborious geftures with the fame, ovei 
the party difeafed. If the party be wounded, he will alfp 
feem to fuck the wound \ but if they be curable, (as they 

fay) 
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iky) he tOTicheth it not, but a fliooke, that is the fnakc,<Hr 
Wobiacttcky that ijb the eagle, 4itteth on the (houlder, an4 
licks the fame. This none fee but the Powah, who tellf 
them he doth ft himfelf. If the party be otherwife difeat 
/ed. It is accounted fufficient if in any ihape he but come 
into the houfe, taking it for an undoubted (ign of recovery* 

And as in former ages Apollo had his temple at DelphoSf 
and Diana at Ephefus^ fo l^^-ve, I heard them call upoft 
fome as if they had their refidence in fome certain places^ 
or becaufe they appeared in thofe forms in the fame. Ii| 
the Powah's fpeech, he promifeth to facrifice many (kiii$ 
of beafts, kettles, hatchets, beads, knives, and other the 
})eft things they haVe to the fiend, if he wiU come to help 
the party difeafed ; but whether th^y perform it I know 
^ laot. The other practices I have feen, being necefTariljr 
called fometimes to be with their fick, and have \^td the 
beft arguments I could to make them underftand againft 
lie fame. They have told nie I fhould fee the devil a^ 
thofe times come to the party ; but I aflured myfelf an4 
them of the contrary, which fo proved j yea, themfelvci 
have confefled they never faw hipfi when any of us were 
prefent. In defperate and extraordinary hard travail m 
child-birth, when the party cannot be delivered by the or* 
dinary nieans, tliey fend for this Powah ; though ordina- 
rily their travail is not fo extreme as in other parts of the 
world, t}iey being of a more hardy nature ; for oi> the 
third day after child-birth, I have feen the mother with the 
infant, upon a fmall occafion, in cold weather, in a boat 
upon the fea. 

Many facrifices the Indians ufe, and in fome cafes they 
kill children: It feemeth they are various in their reli* 
gious worfhip in a little diftance, and grow more and 
more cold in their worlhip to Kiehtan : faying, in their 
memory, he was much more called upon. The Narohig- 
ganfets exceed in their blind devotion, and have a great 
fpacious houfe, wherein only fome few (that are, as we 
may term them, Priefts) come : thither, at certain known 

timesy 
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times, refort all their people, and oflFer alxnoft all tb^ tiche$ 
they have to their gods» as kettles, fkins, hatcbets, bead% 
Icnivcs, &c. all which arc caft by the priefti^ into a greai; 
fire that they make in the midft of the hdule, and there 
confumed to aflies. To this offering every man bringet^ 
freely ; and the more he is known to bring, hath the be^* 
ter eftcem of all men. Xhis» the other Indians about us 
Approve of as good} an4 wifh their Sachegis would ap- 
point the like : and becaufe the plague has not reigned at 
Naiohigganfet ^s at other places about them, they attrib- 
ute to this cufton;! there ufed. 

The r.inicfcs are men of great courage and wifdom, and 
to thcfc alfo the devil appeareth more familiarly than to 
others, and as we conceive, maketh covenant with then; 
to prefer ve fhem from death, by wounds with, arrows, 
knives, hatchets, &c. or at leaft both themfelves and ef- 
pecially the people think themfelves to be freed from the 
fame. And though againft their battles all of them by 
painting, disfigure themfelves, yet they are known by their 
courage and boldnefs, by reafon whereof one of them wiU 
chafe almoft an hundred men ; for they accoimt it death 
for whomfoever ftand m their way. Thcfe are highly 
cfteemcd of all forts of people, and are of the Sachems coun- 
fel, without whom they will not war, or undertake any 
weighty bufmcfs. In war their Sachems, for their more 
fafcfy, go in the midfl: c£ them. They are commonly 
men of great ftature and ftrengtb, and fuch as will endure 
moil hiirdncis, and yet are more difcreet, courteous and 
humane in their carriages than any amongfl them, fcom- 
ing theft, lying, and tlie like bafe dealings, and (land 
as much upon their reputation as any men. And to the 
end tlicy may have ftore of thcfe, they train up the moft 
fv^rwitrJ .lid likelleft boy5, frcm their childhood, in great 
harJncIs, i;nd make tliem abftain from dainty meat, ol>. 
ft-rving divers orders prcfcribcd, to the end that When 
xhzj are of age, the devil may appear to themf, caufmg 
^ to 
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16 ^rink the Juice of fentry and other bitter herl5^, till thtf 
&ft, which they ttiUft difgorge into the platter, and dtink 
again and again, till at length through fextraordinary pref- 
fing of nature it will fecin to be all blood ; and this thd 
boys will do with eagernefs at the firft, atid fo contintii 
till by feafon of fainthefs, they can fcarce ft and on thcii' 
legs, ahd then hiuft go forth into the cold i alfo they beat 
their ftiins with fticks, and caufe them to run through buffi* 
es and /lumps and brambles, to make them hardy and 
acceptable to the devil, that ih titne he hiay appear unto 
them. 

Their Sachems cannot be iall called Kings, but only 
foinc few of them, to whom the reft refort for protetftion 
ahd pay hottiJage Unto them ; neither may they war with- 
out theii* knowledge atid approbation ; yet to be com- 
xhan^ed by the greater, as occaflon feemeth. Of this fort 
is Majfajfcmat our friend, and Conanacus of Nafohigganfet 
our fuppoied enemy. Every Sachem taketh care of th* 
widow and fatherlefs, alfo for ftich as are aged and any 
way maimedy if their friends be dead, or not able to pro» 
vide for them. A Siachem will not take any to wife but 
fuch an one as is equal to hirti in birth ; otherwife, they 
fay their leed would in time become ignoble ; and though 
they have tnany other tvives, yet are they no other than^ 
concubines or fervants, and yield a kind of obedience to 
the principal, Who ordereth the fatnily and them in it* 
The like their men obferve alfo, and will adhere to the firft 
during their lives ^ but put away the other at their pkaif* 
lire. This govertunent is fucceflive and not by choice ; if 
the father die before the fon or daughter be of age, then 
then the ^hild is committed to the protedion and tuition 
of fome one amongft them, who ruleth in his ftead till he 
^ of age, but when that is I know not. 

Every Sachem knoweth how far the boundi and limits 
of his own country extendeth ; and that is his own proper 
inheritance i out of that, if any of his men defire land to 

Ux their coni^ heghrob them t$ much as they can ufe, audi 
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fetf them in their- boands. In this circuity n^oerer hniit* 
cth, if any kill venifon, they bring him his fee ; which if 
four parts of the fanie, if it be killed on land» but if in the 
water, then the fkin thereof. The Great Sachems or 
Kings know not their own bounds or limits of land, as 
well as the reft. All travellers or fbangers for the moth 
part lodge at the Sachem's. When they come, they tell 
them how long they vf-ill ftay and to what place they go ; 
during which time they receive entertainment, acccn'ding 
to their perfons, but want not. Once at year the Fantefes 
«fe to provoke the people to beftow much com on the Sa* 
cfaem. To that end, they appoint a certain time and place, 
near the Sachem's dwelling, where the people bring many 
bafkets of com and make a gi^eat (lack thereof There* 
the Paniefes (land ready to give thanks to the people, on' 
die Sachem's behalf ; and after acquaint the Sachem 
therewith, who fetcheth the fame and is no leis thankful^ 
beftowing many gifts on them. 

When any are vifited with ficknefs,' their friends refort 
tmto them for their comfort, and continiTe with them often- 
times till their death or recovery. If they die, they ftay 
a certain time to mourn for them. Night and morning 
Ihey perform this duty, many days after tlxe burial, in a 
moft doleful maimer, infomuch as though it be QrdiQary 
and the note mudcal which they take from one anoU^er 
and altogether ; yet it will draw tears from their eyes auul 
almoft from ours alfo. But if they recover, then bec9U& 
their ficknefs was chargeable, they fend com and other 
gifts unto them, at a certain apporntod tintc, whereat they 
fcaft and dance, which they call cofsmoro. When they 
bury the dead, they fow up the corpfe in a mat, and fo put 
tt in the earth ; if the party be a Sachem, they cover hini 
with many curious mats, and bury all his rich^ with him, 
and cnclofe the grave with a pale. If it be a child, the 
father will alfo put his own moft fpecial jewels and orna- 
aaents in the earth with it \ alfo he will cut; his hair, and 
'^gure Jiimfelf very much in tok^n of forrow* If k be 

the 



APPENDIX. 457 

the maa or woman of the houfe ; they iinll poll down the 
matts»and leave the frame Handing* and bury them in 
or near the fame> and either remove their dwelling or give 
over houfe-fceeping. 

The men employ themfelrcs wholly in hunting, and, 
^er exercifes of the bow, except at fome times they take 
jj^me pains in Efhing. The women live a moft flavifh 
life i they carry all their burdens ; fet and drefs their conxt 
gather it in, and feek out for much of their food ; beat and 
make ready the com to eat^ and have all houfehold care 
lying upon them. 

The younger fort reverence the elder, and do all mean 
offices, whilft they are together, although they be Gran- 
gers. Boys and girls may not wear their hair like men 
and women, but are diflinguifhed thereby. 

A man is not accounted a man till he do fome notable • 
adbi or ihew forth fuch courage and refolntion as becom- 
eth his place. The men take much tobacco, but for boys 
fo to do, they ac<iount it odious. 

All their names are fignificant and variable ; for when 
they come to the ftate of men and women, they alter them 
according to their deeds or difpofitions. 

When a maid is taken In maitiage, fhe firft cUtteth her 
hair, and after weareth a covering on her head, till her 
hair be grown out. Their wohlen are diverfely difpofed, 
fome as modeft, as they will fcarce talk one with another* 
in the company of men ; being Very chafte alfo ; yet oth- 
er fome are light, lafcivious and wanton. If a woman 
have a bad hu(band, or cannot afie<fl him, and there be 
war or oppofitioh between that and any other people, fhe 
will run away from him to the contrary party, and there^ 
live, where they never come unwelcome ; for where are 
moft msomen there is greateft plenty • 

When a woman hath her monthly terms, fhe feparateth 
herfelf from all other company, and liveth certain days in 
a houfe alone \ after which, fhe wafheth herfelf, and aU 

KKk that 
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that (he hath touched 6r tried, and is again receiVeJ to hef 
hufband's bed or fartitf. Tot adultery, the Huftand Will 
beat his wife and put her away, if he pleafe. Soi^e com- 
mon ilrumpets there are, as well a^ lA other places ; but 
they are fuch as either never married, of widoij^s, or put 
away for adultery ; for no man will keep fath a tme to 
wife. V 

In matters cf tmjuft and diflioneft dealing, the Sacheni 
cxamineth and ptinifticth the fame. In cafe of theft, for 
the firft offence, he rs difgratefuliy rebuked ; for tfie fcc- 
ond, beaten by the Sachem, with a cudgel oh the nkhcd 
back ; for the third, he is beaten with many ftrokes, and 
hath his nofc flit upwards, that thereby all men may know 
and fliun lifmv If any man kill another^ he muft fikei^rift 
die for the fank. The Sachem not only pafTetK- feAtehcC 
upon malefaiftofs, but executeth the fame with his own 
hands, if the party be then prefent r if not,' fehdcth hh 
own knife in cafe of death, in the hands of others to per- 
form the fame. But if the offender be to receive other 
punifhnient, he ^^ill not receive the faihe but from the Sa- 
chem himfelf, before whom, being naked, he kneeJcth," and 
will not offer to run iiway, though he beat him never (b 
much, it being a greater diiparagement for a man to cry 
during'^ the time of his corf eiSlion, than is- his offence and 
punifhihent. 

As for their apparel, they wear breeches and ftockings- 
in one, like fome Irifh, which is made of deer (kms, and 
have ftioes^ of lliie fame leatlicr. They wear alio a deer's 
(kin loofe about them like a cloak, whibh they will turn to 
the weathef fide. In this habit they travel ; but when 
they are at home, or come to their journey's end, they 
prefently puH off their breeches,, ftockings and fhoes, wring 
out the water, if they be wet, and dry them, and rub or 
chafo the fame. Though thefc be off, yet have they an- 
other imall garment which covefeth their fecrets. The 
men wear alfo, 'when they go abroad in cold Weather, ail 
©ttcf , of fox ikin on tlieir right arm ; but only their bracer 

on 



A P P £ N G I 



«9 



fOL tlie left. Women, and all of tbat foX) wear firings 
gboi^t dieir legs, which the men never do. 

The people are very ingenious and obferv^itivc ; tjiey 
Jf^cp account of time, by the^ nrioon, aijd winters or ilm)- 
piers 5 they know divert of the ilars by name ; in particur 
lar they know the North Star, and call it Majkey which i$ 
to fay, the Bear ; alfo they have jnany names for the wind^ 
They will ^\d& very well at the wind and weather before- 
hand, by obfervations in the heavens. They report alfo; 
that fome of them can caufe the wind to blow in what 
part they liil — can raife ftorm§ and tempefts, which they 
ufually do, when they intend the death or deftrudion of 
Other people, that by reafon of the unfeafonable weather^ 
they may take advantage of their enemies in tlieir houfes. 
At fuch times they perform their greateft exploits, and at 
fuch feafons, when they are at enmity with any, they keep 
more careful watch than at other times. 

As for their language, it is very copious, Jarge, and diffi- 
cult, as yet we cannot attain to any great meafure thereof; 
but can underftand them, and explain ourfelves to their un- 
derftanding, by the help of thofe that daily conyerfe \vitb 
us. And though there be difference in an hundred mile^ 
jdifta^nce of place, both in language and nianners, y^ 
not fo much but that they very well undcrlland each other. 
And thus much of their live^ and manners. 

Inftead of Records and Chronicles, they take this courfe ; 
Where any remarkable a<5l is done, in memory of it, either 
in the place, or by Tome pathway near adjoining, they 
make a round hole in the ground about a foot deep, an4 
'is much over, which when others pafling by behold, they 
inquire the caufe and occafion of the fame, which being 
once known, they are careful to acquaint all men, as occa- 
fion ferveth therewith ; and left fuch holes fhould be fille<| 
or grown up by any accident, as men pafs by, they will 
oft renew the fame : By which means many things of great 
antiquity are frefli in memory. So tjiat as a man travel- 

leth^ 
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leth, If he can miderftand his guidey his journey wrll be lefSi 
tedious, by rcafon of many hiftorical difcourfes vrhich vri]| 

be related to him. 

For that continent on which we are, called New-Eng^ 
land, although it hath ever been conceived by the Eiiglifl^ 
to be a part of the main land adjoining to Virginia, yet by 
relation of the Indians, it fhould appear to be otherwife i 
for they affirm confidently that it is an ifland, and that 
cither the Dutch or IVench pafs through from fea to fea 
between us and Virginia, and drive a great trade in the 
fiime. The name of that inlet of- the fea they call Moie^ 
£Off, which I tajce to be the fame which we call Hudfon's 
river, up which Matter Hudfon went many leagues, and 
for want of means (as I hear) left it undifcovcred. For 
confirmation of this their opinion is thus much ; though 
Virginia be not above an hundred leagues from us, yet they 
^ever heard of Powhatan, or knew that any Englifh were 
planted in his country, fave only by us and Tsfquantumy 
who went thither in an Englifh Ihip ; and therefore it is 
more probable, becaufe the water is not paiTable for them^ 
who are very adventurous in their boats. 

Then for the temperature of the air, in ahnoft three 
years experience I can fcarce diftinguifli New-England 
from Old-Engknd, in refped of heat and cold, froft, fnow, 
rain, wiAd, &c. Some objed becaufe our plantatpon lieth 
in the latitude of two and forty, it viuft nee^ be much 
plotter. I confefs I cannot give the reafpn of the contrary % 
only experieace tejiches us, that if it dp exceed England, i^ 
is fo little as nxuft require better judgments to difcem it. 
And for the winter, I rathei^ tfeink (if there be difference). 
it is both (harper' and longer in Nev- England than Old \ 
and yet the Want of thofe comforts in the one, which 1 hav^ 
enjoyed in the other, may deceive 9iy judgment alfo. 
But in ;ny beft obfervation, comparing our owi?, condition^ 
with the relations of other parts of America, I canno? 
copceive of any tp agr^e better with the conilitutions of 
tf^^. Pnghfhj not being op|>rcired with the extremity o^ 
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heat, nor nipped by t>iting cold, by which means, blefled 
be God, we enjoy our health, notwithftanding thofe diffi- 
culties we have undergone, in fuch a meafure as would 
have been admired had we lived in England with the 
like means. The day is two hours longer than here whei^ 
at the (horteft, and as much (horter when at the longeft. 

The foil is variable, in fome places mould, in fome clay^ 
and others a mixed fand, &c. The chiefeft grain is the 
Indian maife or Guinea wheat ; the feed-time beginneth in 
the midft of April, and continueth good till the mldft of 
May. Gur harveft beginneth with September. This 
com increafeth in great meafure, but is inferior in quality 
to the fame in Virginia ; the reafon I conceive is becaufe 
Virginia is far hotter than it is with us, it requiring great 
heat to ripen. But whereas it is objefted againft New-Eng- 
land, that com will not grow there except the ground be 
manured with fifli : I anfwer, that where men fet with fifh 
(as with us) it is more eafy fo to do than to clear ground, 
and fet without fome five or fix years, and fo begin anew, 
as in Virginia and elfewhere. Not but that in fome places 
where they cannot be taken with eafe in fuch«abundance» 
the Indians fet four years together without them, and 
have as good com or better than we have that fet with 
them ; though indeed I think if we had cattle to till the 
ground, it would be more profitable and better agreeable 
to the foil to fow wheat, rye, barley, peas and oats, than 
to fet maife, which our Indians call E*wackim : for ve have 
had experience that they like and thrive well ; and the 
other will not be procured without good labour and dili- 
gence, eipecially at feed-time, when it muft alfo be watched 
by night, to keep the wolves from the j&fh, till it be rotten, 
which will be in fourteen days, yet men agreeing together 
and taking their turns, it is not ipuch. 

Much might be fpoken o£ the benefit that may come to 
fuch as Ihall plant here, by trading with the Indians for 
furs, if men take a right courfe for obtaining the fame ; 
fpr I dare prefume upon that imall experience I have had 

to 
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to affirm, that the Englifh, Dutch and French retum 
yearly many thpufand pounds profit by trade only, from 
that ifland on which we are feated. 

Tobacco may be there planted, but not with th^t profit 
as in fome other places, neither were it profitable there to. 
follow it, though the increafe were equal, becauic fifli is a 
better aijd richer commodity, and more neceflary, whicl^ 
piay be and there are had in as great abundance as in any 
Other part of the world ; witnefs the weft-country mer- 
f hants of England, which retum incredible gains yearly 
^om thence. And if th/^y can fo do, which here buy 
^eir {alt at a great charge, and tranfport more company 
to make their voyage than will fail their fhips, what may 
(he planters expert when once they are feated, and maJoe. 
jhe moft of tlieir fait there, and employ themfelves at leaft 
eight months in fifhing, whereas the other fifh but four, 
i^id have their fhip lie dead in the harbour aU the time, 
whereas fuch fhipping as belong to Plantations njay take 
freight of paflengers or cattle thither, ^and have their 
lading provided againflt they come ? I confefs we have 
come fo far fhort of the means, to raife fuch returns, as 
with great difficulty we have preferred our lives ; info- 
much as when I look back upon pur condition, and weak 
means to preferve the fame, I rather admire at God's mer- 
cies and providence in our prefervs^tion, than that no great- 
er things have been effc(Sled by us. But though our be- 
ginning have been thus fatw, fmall and difficult, as thoa 
baft feen, yet the fame God that hath hitherto led us 
.through the fornier, I hope wiU rai|e jues^is to accompUfh 
^e l^ter. 
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A 

LLERTON Ifiac, Affiftant to Go^erRoir 

Bradfotd, ±26 

Archer Ga,briel, journallft of Gofhold'i V6y age, iio 
Argal Sainuel, ikilsi from Virginia with Sh George 

Somers, ,pf 

^ , returns to Virginia, ibid 

— ^ , carries Lbrd Delaware to England j 40 

-^^ , returns to Virginia, ibid 

, his Voyage to the Patowtnack, 4I 

' — , obtains Pocahontas frona Japazaws, and ctar- 

f les her to James-Town, Aid 
, accompanies Dale on a Treaty with the 

Chickahomeny Indians; 4^ 

—> expedition to the Northern part of VirginfliV 5* 

-^, attacks the French at Mount' Defkn» 52" 

' — : — 9 takes Pofleffion of theif Fort," , ibidf 

-i— ; — i takes' and deftroys Fort Royal, 5 j 

, his Conference with* Biiencourt, ^a 

■' ' ,• vifits the Dutch at Hudfon's River,' * §^ 

— ■ ■ • ' ' , Dutch Governor fiirrenders to him, rbid 

", his Voyagd to England, S4 

;^y appointed Deputy-Governor of VirginiaV 57 

— — , airrrves iti Virginia^ ibid 

——^, revives Difci^lrne, ^9 

, becomes Odious by his Rigour, 59 
— — , changed '^^ith Peculation, 59, 60" 
' -s his oppreffive Treatment of Bret^fter, Lord 

Delaware's Ag^nt, 60' 

' ' ■ V fuperfededy 61 



— — , efcapes by Aid of di« Earl of Warwick, Ctt 

^ , commands a Ship again (I the Algerines, 6j: 

y knighted by King James, ibid 

, his Chara^tex', 6ar 

B 
Baltimore iLofd, vide Calvert George. 

Bermuda lOands, Defcription of them, 27,' ift 

Bofton founded, 3^40 

: — , favours the Opinion of Mr. Hutchinfcnj 546 

, Oppofition to Governor Wimhrop, 347, 350* 

irewfter William, his Education, 25^ 

— — *-^i enters into the Service of Davifon, ibid 
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Brewfter, intruftcd with the Keys of Flufliing* i^i 

honoured by th.e States of Holland, 253 

adheres to Davifon in his Misfortunes, . , 254 

joins Mr. Glifton's and Robinfbn's Chxirchj ; 255 
removes to Holland, 256 

cmplo/ed as an Ihftru(flor at Lcydenj ibid 

fets up a Printing-Office, ibid 

removes to America, 257 

chofen Ruling Eider at Plymouth* ibid 

*i officiates as a Preacher, Ibid 

his Death, 263 

his Chara£ler^ 263, 265 

his Library, 266 

Bradford William, his Birth and Education^ 217 

joins Robinfon's and Clifton's Churchy ibid 

imprifoned, 21S 

removes to Anifterdam, ibid 

unfuccefsful in Trade, 219 

accompanies the Adventtirers to New-England, ibid 
makes an Excurfion from Cape-Cod Harbour, ibid 
his Wife drowned, ibid 

chofen Oovcnior of Nenir-Plymouth* ibid 

fends an EmbafTy to MafTa^oit, 220 

fends a Party to the Bay of Maifachufetts^ 224 

receives a threatening-Meifage from Canonicus, 226 
makes a Voyage for Com, &c* 228, 229 

fends Me/Fengers to Ma/ra/Toit in his Sicknefs, 229 
receives Intelligence of a Confpiracy of the In- 
dians, ^30 
adopts Meafures of Defence j 23 1 
furrenders the Patent to the Colony^ 239 
his Death, 244 
his Chara^er, 245, 248 
his Hiftory of the Colony, 246 
Part of his Letter Book found sit Halifax, 247 
his difcreet and deciiive Proceedings with 
Lyford, 248, 259 
-^, his Defcendants, 251 
Brown Robert, Head of a zealous Party of Puritans, 151 
Bucks Richard, Chaplain to Sir George Somers^ 28 
Buzzard's Bay, 114 

C 
Calvert George, his Birth and Education, 363 

■ ^, in the Service of Sir Robert Cecily ibid 

—- f Secretary of Sute, . ibid 
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Cahrerty receives a Penfion from Stag J^m^Sg 364 

— — — , becomes a Catholic, ibid 

^ — '', created Baron of Balt^ioiore, ibid 



-^> attempts a Settlement at Newfoundland and 

abandons it, 364, 365 

~, vifits Virginia, 365 

— , receives a Grant of tbc TenriterjT North of the 

Patowmack, 366 

— , his Death, ibid 

-»— , his CharadEer* 367 

Calvert Cecil, Lord Baltimore^ receives a Patent of Ma- 
ryland, j68 

, fettles the Colony, 37^, 380' 

— .. , appoints his Brother Leonardo Governor, 372 

Calvert Leonard, Governor of Ms^ryland* .11^ 

r , condudbs Settlers to the Colonyy 372, jSo* 

Cape-Cod difcovered by Gofnold^ up 

Carver John, appointed Agent td the EagJifh Settlers . 

at Leyden,- 169, 179 

-, fiiperintends the Equipments for Emigration, 185 

., chofen Governor of the Company, 190* 

makes an Excuriion frorn^ Cape-Cod to look for 
a Harbour, 200 

— , Skirmifh with the Natives, 201, 202 

— , lands on Clark's liland, 203^ 

— , returns to the Ship, 204 

— , makes a Settlement at Plymouth, 204, 205 

-r^, his Sickueisy 20S 

— ., his Recovery and Vifit to Billington's Sea, 208 

-»>, his Interview with MafTailbit^ 213, 214' 

— .,his Death, 215 

— , his Charadlet, 215,21$ 

— , his Pofterity, 216^ 

., a Ship namied for him, ibid 

■ M, , his Sword in the Cabinet of tne HSftorical Society, ibid 
Cattle firft brought to New-England, 299" 

Clarke's Ifland, "203; 

Chickahominy Indians, Treaty between them and the 

Virginians,, ^ 44*45 

Chapco reveals a Plot of the Indians and prefcfve^ James- 
Town, 79 
Convidts, £rft fent to Virginia, 67 
Copper Ornaments worn bv the Indians of New-England 299 
Cjoljiman Robert, Agent from the Epgliih at Leyden, to 

the Virginia Companyt 267 
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Ptec 

Cttlhinan, Agent for Removal, ft6( 

— , embarks for America, ibid 

■■-, returns to England, 269 

y arrives at Plymouth, ibid 

- — ^ delivers a Difcourfe on Self Lovcf ibid 

I. ■ , fails for England, ibid 

>m , taken by the French^ ibid 

.■ **y his Death and Character, 2 70 

. , his fon a Ruling Elder at Plymouth, 273 

I. , Eztra^ from his Difcourfe on Self Love, 274, 280 

D 

pale Sir Thomas, Governor of Virginia, 22 

-, built Henrico, 25 

-, Arrival ifl Virginia, 37 

-, his energetic Proceedings, 38 

furrenders the Command to Sir Thomas Cates, 40 

', refumes the Command, 45 

•, returns to England, 49 

', his Charadcr as Governor, 49, 50 

Delaware Lord arrives in Virginia, 2$ 

— , builds two Foru on James River, 56 

. — f leaves Virginia, ibid 

■ , arrives at the Weftem lilands, 37 

■ ■ ■ , fails for Virginia^ 59 

■ " I hb Death, ibid 

£ 

Elizabeth liland, X07, X09 

, vifited by the Author, in 1797, x 10, X14 

■ ■ — , DefcriptioQ of it, X14, xi6 

Evans John, Penn^s Deputy, 445 

F 

Forefather Rod, at Plymouth, 204 

G 

Gates Sir Thomas arrives in Virginia, as Governor, 40 

, returns to England, 48 

Gay Head, called Down CliflP, by Gofnold, J12 

Gilbert Bartholomew, his Voyage to Virginia, 133, 134 

— — , killed by the Natives, 134 

Gookiu Daniel fettles in Virginia, 21 

, removes to New-Ewgland, ibid 

Gofnold Bartholomew, his Voyage to Virginia, loi 

■ ' , his fecond Voyage, ibid 

, difcovers Land near Maffachufetts Bay, X02, 103 

■ ' ■■ ■■ , difcovers Cape-Cod, 104 
•—— , his Interview with ihe Natives, 105 
, difcovers Martha's Vineyard, X07 

-I difcovers Down Cliffi (Gay Head) ibid 
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Gofnoldy anchors at Elizabeth Ifland, (Cttttahtinl) ibid 

— — , builds a Fort, 117 

, vifits the Main, ibid 

— — , his Interview and Traffic with the Natives, 118 

— — — , attacked, xai 

, fails for England, ibid 

• ^— , accompanies John Smith to Virginia, 

—— — , his Death, 

H 
liackluyt Richard, engaged in an Adventure to Nev«i 

England, X23 

Hamilton Andrew, Penn*s Deputy, ^^ 

Hamden John, accompanies Window ta Mailaflbit, t2^ 

Harvey Sir John, Governor of Virginia, -^99 

lienrico, buUt by Sir Thomas Dale, ...40 

J 

James, (King) tenacious of his Prerogative!, ' 19 

— , his Proceedings witji the Virginia Company, 86, 98 

, his Death, ibid 

— — ■ — , his Chara£ber, i^t 

James IL (King) friendly to William Pcnn, 42B 

— , liberates the Quakers, 43 1 

Lead Ore, in Virginia, 80 

Lotteries, Supplies by them for Virginia, 1 8 

Lufeme, an American wild Animal, ito 

M . . 

Martha's Vineyard, No-mans-land, firft fo named, X 1 1 

■ ■■■ ■■ , Martin Pring lands upon it, 127 

■, Defcription of its Produdions, 130 

Maryland made a Province, 369 

, fettled by the Calverts, 372, 380 

■ ■ , many Roman Catholics refort there, 379 

MafTacre, general in Virginia, by the Natives, 79, 80 
Maffaffoit, his Interview with the Plymouth Settlers, 212, 213 

■ - ■■ , Treaty with him, 213 

— , his Sicknefs, 229 

-, vifited by Winflow, 200 



Mavoihen, an ancient Name for the Diftri^ of Maine, 149 

N 

Nova Scotia, granted to Sir William Alexander, 55 
Newport Chriftopher, Commander in the N^avy of 

Queen Elizabeth, 21 

— — , makes a Settlement in Virginia, 22 

New-York firft fettled, 5^ 
Norumbega, ancient Name for Partt of the Diftri^ of 

Maine, 149 
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O 

Of itchapan fuccecds Powhatan» 63 

Opechancanough has a Houfe built for him by the EngBfh, 64 

^ ^ makes a Treaty with the Settlers in Vir- 

inia, ibid 

-, artful Condud towards Gov. Wyat, 75 

' , demands Satisfedron for the Peath of 

Nematanou, 77 

f plans and executes a general Maflacre 
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of the Englilh, 78, 8a 

P 

fean William, his Birth and Education, 581 

-; , his religious Impreffion> ibi^ 

—— , punifted at the Univerfity for Noncoaformity, 382 

— — 9 travels to France, rbid 

, Student at Lincoln's Iiin, 385 

, goes to Ireland, ibi^ 

, attaches himfelf to the Quaker^ ibid 

, arrefted at a Conventicle, 384 

his fenfiblc Plea in his Defence and hh Difcfaai^e, ibid 

, difcarded by his Father, ' ^g^ 

, an itinerant Preacher, ibid 

, publifhes a Book which offends the fpirijtoal hordSf ibid 

, imprifoned in the Tower, ; ibid 

, releafed, ^s6 

, his fecond Journey to Ireland, ibid 

, preaches in the Street in London, 3S7 

, arrefted, tried and acquitted, ibid 

-, his Father reconciled to him, 388 

., great Increafe of Property on the I^eath of his 

Father, . . .j^.^ 

-, imprifoned in Newgate, 389 

-, travels on the Contineiit, ibid 

-, returns to England, marries, Sep. ibi4 

•, travels with Rrancis Barclay and Keith, ibid 

-, fettles the Government of the Churches, ibid 

pleads for the Qua^kers, before Parlia^nent, 391 

•, Chara<Ster of hisWritirigs, J9^ 

•, his Political Chara(%r and Opinions, 393 

-, receives a Charter of Pennfylvania, ' 398 

-, his Terms of Settlen^cnt, 4.O1, 40a 

-, fends a Letter to the Indians, ^.oj 

-, eleded Fellow of the Royal Society, ^03 

completes a Frame of Government forlftrJProvinde, ibia 



-, embarks with a Number of Quakers for Aafacrica, 
', arrives at NewcafHe, 
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Perm, cordially received by the Settlex:^» 4^1 

— , goes to Chefter, 4|0^ 

, names his Settlement PbtUdelphtaf ^lO 

, calls a General Aflembly, * il>ki 

, his kind Attentions to the Nativciy 41 ^ 

his Treaties, 4I3>4I5 



— , lays out Philadelphia, 419, 4^0 

— , Specimen of his Style of Preaching^ 43*3 

— , his Departure for England, 424 

— , his Cohtroyerfy with Lord Bakim^ore lirfpeAing 

Boundaries, 425, 41S 

— , publiihes a Book on Liberty of Coiifcienpe^ 42P 

— , fufpefted of aflPedling Poperfi ibid 

— , Addrefs to his Brethren, ibiif 

— , prefents to King Jan>es IL aa Addreft of Thanks 

from the Quakers, 43 1 

•, fufpe<5fced of being an Enemy to King Willtanx» 45 j 
', repeatedly tried and acquitted, , 433' 434 

conceals himfelf, ibi4 

-, his Writings whilft in Rctiremcntr 434f 43Jf 

-, Condafl of his Wife render^ btm £v^6t9i, 43$ 

-, her Death, ilM4 



*■ ■ , his fecond Marriage, itii 

«•— — , involved in Debt, 43^ 

— ■■■, ine£Pe(5tQal Application to the Fetuifylvanians for a 

Loan, ibid 

— — -, returns to Pennfylvaniat 440 

— — , his prudent Meafures, ^nA 

— , figns a new Charter, 444 

-— — , returns to Englaik), ibid 

■ ■ , confined in the Fleet Prifbni 445 

■ ■ , receives a Remonftrance from the Pennfylva* 

nians, 444*->44l 

, his Embarraflments, 449 

— — , contemplates a Surrenckr of his Prormcc to tho 

Crovrn to relieve himfelf, ibid 

-; , his Death, itnd 

Penobfcot River, difcovered by Weymouth, 149 

^ ■ ^ caUed Pentagoft by the Freitcb, 15© 

Pennfylvania, original Frame of its Govemt)i6nt> 403, 40^ 

— — , Alteration in the Gcrvemment» 423 

— — -:, early flouriihing State of it, 423, 424 

■ , Difficulties from Penn's Abfence, 436, 440 
— — , new Ckatterr 444> 44$ 

— — ^ feparited from the three lo^^^ Ceataath 44; 
' ■■ " r C(mtT^ttfSa$ tridi Petm's Dcpmie^ 4451 448 
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Page 

Percy, Governor of Virginia, 37 

Philadelphia founded and named by Pcnn, 418 

, , Situation and original Plan of it, 419, 420 

. -, its flouri(hing Situation in two Years after 

its Foundation, 424 

Plymouth firR fettled and named, 204, 205 

^— r , the Harbour difcovered by Winflow and others, 281 

, fortified, 226 

■■■ ■ , Defence of it committed to Miles Standilh, 31} 

I — i Defcription of its Situation, 204 

, dangerous Fire at its firft Settlement, 206 

Plymouth Colony, its Settlement, Progrefs, Sufferings^ 

Government, Laws, &c. vid. Carver, Bradford, 

Brewfter, Winflow, and StancUfli, 1 79-^536 

Powhatan, reconciled to the £ngli(h, 42, 43 

—- , his Death and Character, 63 

Pocahontas, preferves H- Spelman from PowhataD» 34 
■ , concealed by Japazaws, 41 

«" - , obtained by Argal & conveyed to Jameftowntibid 

, married to J. Rolfe, 42 

>, accompanies Sir T. Dale to England, 49 

., her Defcendants, 43 

Pring Martin fails for North Virginia, 124 

', difcovers Fox Iflands, ibid 

-, enters Saco, Kennebeck, York, and Plicatagua 

Rivers, 126 

-, enters Maflachufetts Bay, ibid 

-, lands at Edgartown, 128 

, Interview with the Natives, 129 

, fends a Cargo of Saffafras to England, 131 

, returns to England, 135 

— , his fecond Voyage, 149 

Proftor Mrs. her heroic Defence againft the Indians, 83 

Quakers debarred from their Meeting-Houfes in London, 387 
— — , affemble in the Streets, ibid 

" • 9 their Caufe rendered Popular by an intemperate 

Expreffion^of Sir/John HowePs, 388 

, their Church Government and Difcipline fettled 
by Penn and others, 389 

— , their Sentiments concerning Marriage, ibid 

-, fufFer by a teft Law made againft Papifts, 391 

-, ineffectual Application to Parliament for Relief, ibid 
-, Penn's Exertion in their Behalf^ 428, 429 

-, relieved by James JL . '"> - 431 

-, thpr A^drefs of Thanks to Usi» '^ • iM) 

'f become Obnoxious on that Account* ibid 
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llakigh Sir Walter, his Deadi» 

Robinibh John, his Birdi and Education, 

«— — , Minifter of a Congregation ci Diflenters, 

■ ■ ' ' ■ ^ his Congregation perfecuted, 

" ' ' , removes with his Church to Ainflcrdaxn, 

■ . ■ , removes to Leyden, 
, his public bifpute with Epifcopius, 

■ > , his Sentiments, 

, his Church contemplates a Removal^ . 
— , apply to the Virginia Company, 

-, preaches ta them previous to Removal^ 
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' , his juft and liberal Sentiments, 

■i his affedlionatc Leave of thofe who embarked 

for America, 174 

■* ' ■ ' ■■, prevented from removing to America, 1 75 

■ , his Death, Charafter and Pofterity, 176, 178 

S 

Sato River> 149 

^amofet vidts the Plymouth Settlers, 210 
Sandys Sir Edwin, Treafurer of the Virginia Company, 17 

Savage Rock, 126 

SaiTafras the principal Obje^ of Pring's Voyage, ibid 

Silk attempted to be produced in Virginia, 7 1 

Smith Sir Thomas, 9 

■ ' , calumniated, 10, 13 

— — , Decree of Chancery in his Favour, 16 

, refigns his Office of Treafurer of the Virginia 

Company, 1 7 
* ■ , 2000 Acres of Land panted to him in Virginia, ibid 

Somers Sir George, Admiral of Virginia, 2X 

' ■■ ■ , Difjpute with Gates about Rank, 23 

— , wrecked on Bermuda Iflands, 25 

arrives in Virginia, 3a 

Voyage to Burmudas, 34* 35 

his Death, Burial and Monument, 35, 36 

Somer's lilands, named from him, ibid 

Somers Matthew, 35 

Spelman Henry prcfervcd by Pocahontas, ^4 

Sundiih Miles, 3x0 

', a Soldier in the Netherlands, 3x1 

— — , fettles at Leyden, , ibid 

— — , embarks for Ameriea^ ibid 
■ , commands a P&rty for Difcorery at Cape Cod, ibid 

-~— » g>itf MUiury Commander at H^mouthy ibi4 

coQipdji CorbttaiU tp fubmit, 31a 
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>i' , his Voyage to Maha:hieft« . ibid 
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^m-^ — , his Voyage 4k> Maoomet, ^15 

:,h!s Expedition to Weflaguflct, 3*^ 317 
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^ Mr. Hubbard^s ObfervauolaES rdadng to hixii*-- 329 
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-«*^ — , Expeditifitti agatnft Morton at Mount WoUailoa^ 334 
-, his Settlement at Danbury, 355 

^ his Death and DefcendasxtSt 33j» S^ 
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Stithy his Remarks on fending Convi^ lo Virgmia, 69 

■ » ■ ■ » his Eulogy of Virginia Company, 97 

Thorpe George, murdered by the Indians, So 

•#•*——; his Charader, ^ . . Si 

Tiilotfon Dr. his candid Treatment of Pcnn> 430 

Tobacco cnhivated in Virginia, 7£P 

*fc*ai , King Jame$' Averfion to it, ibid 
*i »" ' , its Cultiyaticn oppafed by the Virginia Company, fjt 

-, becomes a Aaple Commodity of Virgilaia, ibid 



< ■ , prohibited in England, uhlefs the Growth o£ 

the Colonies, 9^ 

V 

Vane Sir Heilry, GoTemor of Maflachufetts,' 346 

Virginia, Expedition to, 23 

, Chat-ader of a Company of its &BUlei7S^ 26 

— , State of, at Lord Delaware's De^iiarture,- 37 

— : , at Sir Thomas Dsde's AirtFal^ . . ibii 
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, Adventurers to their Difconri^anenW . 3^^ 

—■ , Defcription of it by Gates and Dela'wrareiv. 38* 4a 

> Difficulties in, from the Manner of hisiSn^ 

Lands, 45, 49 

>* " * ■ , Sir Thomas Dale's high Opinion of ky 49> 50 

-I , fupplied with Com by the Natives, 57 

i* j , great Mortality in its firft AStxohifp .66 

-, general Views of its Settlers, ^7 

-, a Number of young Women i2tnt there* £69 £7 

-, Convicts fcnt there, £7 

-, Slaves firft introduced dierc^ 70 
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new Settlqpc&ts shocr Jo yepffiAMfHft ^A^teva^ 

iftration, ..:,;' ^i 



H^ii IT 



i» ■ 
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n « ■■, Iron Worfcs and Lead Ott there» 3^^ 

4 ■ ■ ■ , many of the Plantations there abaodooedt ibid 

■■ ■■ I War ivkh the Natives, 82» 84. 

rfr- ■ ., Its (lender Aid from the Crown, gfi 

» -, Orders of Oooneil for an Alteratiott in iu ^ 

Government, 8S 

Commttioners fent tOf 8gt 

^uo Warranto againft the Compaffy of, 901. 
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John Porentis their Agent dies on hi3 Paflage 
to England^ ibtd, 

K, applies to the Houfe of Commons, j^, 

•y their Petition ordered to be withdrawn by the 

King, 95. 

Meetings of the Company of, fupprefled, ibid 

•n iM ■ M, Charter vacated, 97 

^■ii ■', Government new modelled by King James, 97, 9!^ 

W 
WaiimiaQ Sir Ferdinando, his Arriral in Virginia, and 

Death, a J 

Weymouth George fails for America, i$f 

, Oldmixon's and Beverley's Miftakes refpedl- 

ing his Voyage,- ibid 

S difcovers George's Iflands, X35, I37. 

— -y Pentecoft Harbour, X37, 13^ 

-, Obfervations on his Journal by John F. 

Williams, 146, I48 

-, Abftraa of hi» Voyage, with the Author's 

Queri^, ^3^f HS 

-, kidnaps fome of the Natives, 139 

-, ^(covers Penobfcot River, 149 



White Peregrine firft Engliih Child born m New-England, 298 
Williams John Fofter, his Obfervations on Weymouth's 

Voyage, 146, 14I 

Wmflow Edward, his Birth and Education, a8x 

- ■ ., travels on the Continent, ibid 

> , joins Robinlbn's Church, ibid 

■ , fettles at Leyden and xxuirries, ibid 
■ , removes to America with his Family, ibid 

■ ' , one of the Difcoverers of Plymouth Harbour, ibid 

■ ■ , Death of his Wife, and fecond Marriage^ aSa 
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his Sickncfs, 290- 

fvrent to England ^^eoz tor tbe ColQiiy ^ 

New-England, z^ 

publiflied a N^rat^Tc of the Trzxdzdkm of the 

Coiony» iM4 

returns to ilyinoutby and brings die firft fieat 

Cattle brought to New-England, 
his fecond Voyage to England* 
deteds Lyfordy :^d returns to Plyn90iit}i> 
eleaed Aflifta^ty 
again fent Agent tp England* 
Application to theCommiiflioncrs of the Coloniesi 30a 
quefttoned by Archbifl^op Laud for celebrat- 

ixjg Marriages^ 30J 

Jiis Defence, ^ 305, 304 

pronounced guilty of Separatipn ^om the 

Church/ * |b|d 

coxnmitted to the Fleet Prifon, ^Vjd 

petitions the Board and obtains a Releafe^ ibj4 

returns to New-England and chofcn Groyemor, ibid 
chofen Commlffioncr of the United Colonics, ibid 
Agent tp England to anfwer the Conoplaiat q( 
' 'Gorton,' •• ' ' ' ibid 

cpndutfls with Ability and Succefif, 305 

engaged in cplonizing and converting tbe Ii^- 

dians, ibid 

pne Qf ib^ Corporation for that Purpofe, 306 

pne of the Commiffioners fent by Cromwell on 

an Expedition againft ^e Spaniards^ 
dies on the PafTage to Jamaica, 
buried with the Honours of WVt 
his Settlement at Marfhfield, 
Account of bis Defcendants,' 
his Account of the Indians, 
Winthrop John, his Birth and Aiaceftry, 

, educated by Law, 

, Leader pf the Settlem^t in Maflacfatifctts, 

, firft Governor of the Colonies 

, Settlement ax Newtown, 

> Removal to Bofton, 
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-, Examination of his Accpvilti^aAd lionoaraMe 
Refult, * : ' ^4^ 




I:- Ni »i «•: Xr. «9| 

^£T Page 

wmd««p» Kb Hunilttf f T : . . . . - :$^ 

', hit Firmneis aad IJecUiont . 34S 
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•r-9 his Death, ibid 
-^ his Pi^Shire preferved in the Senate Chs^nbe;- 

. of Maflachv^ctt$| ^ ibid 

—, his Journal, 358 

-, his Pofterity, ibid 



Winthrop John^ C^yemor of C^sme^cut, h^ Birth ^nd 
^ £ducation, ^89 

■'I ■' ■ L... . , his Removal to Kew-EngbOidt ibtd 

■■ . .. ' , I , Seprices to the Colony, ^bi<t 

r jj .! . , builds Saybrook Fort, 3^ 

* , obtains a Cbaiter in^o^ratixig Co^edlicut V 

and New-Haven, ' ibid 

mu, .. , Governor of the Colony of Connc^icut, for 

14 Years, 361 

, clefted Fellow of the Royal Society, ibid 
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» one of ^e CoQi^ipiilloners of the Un^d Col- 

omes, 362 

, ^es at Bpfton, ibid 

Wyat Sir Francis fucceeds Yeardley, 7^ 

-, his {n(lru6tions from the Virginia Con^paigr, ^ ibid 

-, arrives in A^irginia, 75* 



-, deceived by tl^ Indian Chiefs, ibid 

-, Alaifacre of the Inhabitants while he was Gqv- 

ernor, 78, 8ji 

oppofes the Change of Government atteznjpted by 
the Crowi^ '92 

-, returns to Ii^eland, 09 

Yeardley George, Governor of Virginia, ^6 

. , encourages the Cultivation of Tobaccdi ibid 

■ ■ ^ I . , ^tacks the Cbickahonoiny Indians, 5^* 57 
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